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T  O 

The  Right  Honourable 


THE 

Lord  BALTIMORE \ 

One  of  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

HE  Station  in  which  Your 
Lordship  is  placed,  makes 
You  the  natural  Patron  of 
a  Work  like  this;  in  which,  the  glo¬ 
rious  Achievements  of  Britifh  Sea¬ 
men  under  pall  Reigns  are  fecured 

A  i  from 


/ 


DEDICATION. 

from  Oblivion  ,  and  fet  in  a  true  and 
impartial  Light.  How  neceffary  this 
is  to  the  perfeX  Underftanding  of 
our  Hiftory,  and  to  the  fecuring  to 
their  Memories  a  juft  Tribute  of  Praife 
from  Pofterity  (the  nobleft  Reward 
fuch  Actions  can  receive)  Your  Lord- 
ship  knows  too  well  for  me  to  add 
any  farther  Reflexions  of  this  Sort 
here. 


But,  befldes  the  Rank  and  Poll: 
enjoyed  by  Your  Lordship,  there  is 

another  Reafon  which  induced  me 

/ 

to  put  thefe  Sheets  under  Your  Pro- 
teXion,  and  that  is,  Your  known  Af- 
feXion  for,  and  no  lefs  known  Expe¬ 
rience  in  Maritime  Affairs:  For  thefe, 
my  Lord,  You  have  been  always  re¬ 
markable  ;  and  the  Reputation  You 

have  this  way  gained  is  fo  great,  that 

one 


DEDICATION. 

one  who  wrote  a  Naval  Hiftory  down 
to  the  prefent  Time,  mu  ft  have  been 
led,  by  his  very  Subje£t,  to  the  pay¬ 
ing  this  Mark  of  Refpeft  to  Your 
Lordship. 

/ 

I  might  add,  that  Your  Lordship’s 
being  Proprietor  of  the  Noble  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Mary  land. ?  might  alone  have 
tempted  me  to  fuch  an  Application- 
But,  my  Lord,  all  thefe  Reafons 
a-part,  Your  Lordship’s  perfonal  Vir¬ 
tues,  and  diftinguifhed  Skill  in  the 
Affairs  of  which  I  treat,  would  fuf- 
ficiently  exempt  me  from  any  Impu¬ 
tation  of  Flattery;  and,  as  I  have 
made  Truth  my  principal  Study  in 
the  BOOK,  I  was  defirous  it  fhould 
appear  alfo  in  the  DEDICATION, 
which  was,  indeed,  the  ftrongeft 

Motive 


DEDICATION. 


Motive  that  induced  me  to  take  this 
Liberty  of  alluring  Your  Lordship, 

«  -v  * 

that  I  am, 


With  the  utmoft  Duty  and  Refpe<ft, 


Your  Lordship’s 

\ 

Mod  Humble, 

Moft  Obedient, 

And  moft  devoted  Servant, 


John  Campbell. 


THE 


THE 

PREFACE.  ■ 

S  in  my  former  Volumes ,  1  /hewed  how 
effe  finally  the  Naval  Power  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  maintained  our  Commerce ,  and  juft 
Claim  to  the  Dominion  of  our  Seas , 
againft  the  Spaniards  and  the  Dutch,  who  both  en¬ 
deavoured  to  lay  the  Foundation  of  their  own  Great - 
nefs  on  our  Ruin  *,  fo  in  this ,  I  am  to  confider  the 
noble  Stand  made  againft  an  Attempt  of  the  fame  Kind 
on  the  Side  of  the  French  •,  in  which ,  through  the 
Courage  and  Conduct  of  our  heamen ,  under  the  Pro¬ 
vidence  of  Almighty  GOD ,  we  have  glorioufty  fucceed- 
ed.  Phis  Triumph i  as  it  was  more  hardly  obtained ,  jo 
we  muft  be  conftantly  ready  to  fupport  our  Right s9  efta- 
blijhed  by  the  Treaties  to  which  our  all-grafping  Ene¬ 
my  ,  in  the  Days  of  her  Humility ,  was  forced  to  fub- 
mit ;  for ,  if  ever  we  grow  negligent ,  or  fupine ,  /he 

will  moft  certainly  put  us  in  mind ,  - -  That 

CARTHAGE  is  not  yet  Destroyed. 


BUT 


The  PREFACE. 

BUT  the  Pains  I  have  taken  with  refpeX  to  our 
Wars  Abroad ,  have  not  been  comparable  to  thofe 
created  by  our  Political  Difputes  at  Home ,  the  Off¬ 
ering,  and  yet  the  Bane  of  LI  B  E  RT  T.  Thefe 
have  Jhaded  the  Lujlre  of  all  our  Victories,  and 
Party-prejudice ,  like  the  Slave  behind  the  T numphal 
Car,  has  gloried  in  the  infulting  Thofe  who  humbled 
cur  Enemies.  I  have  endeavoured  all  I  could  to  avoid 
feeling  any  of  the  Effects  of  thefe  partial  Reprefen - 
tat  ions,  and  have  to  the  utrnojl  of  my  Power ,  done 
Jufiice  to  Seamen  of  all  Parties. 

WHERE  I  have  been,  by  the  neceffary  Con¬ 
nexion  with  my  SubjeX,  obliged  to  enter  into  Civil 

Hifory,  I  have  preferved  the  fame  Spirit,  paid  a  juft 
Tribute  of  Praife  to  the  Virtue  and  Wifdom  of  the 
Whigg  T?  eafuries,  and  to  the  Abilities  and  Integrity 
of  his  Succeffor,  though  filed  a  Tory.  The  Earls 
Godolphin  and  Oxford,  were  great  Men \  both  meant 
their  Country  well,  and  both  did  her  important  Servi¬ 
ces.  This,  I  have  not  only  faid,  but  fhewn  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sheets  ;  which  I  hope,  therefore,  will  bring  my 
Readers  to  confider  Domeflick  Jars,  as  Things  inci¬ 
dent  to  our  Government,  and  mite  them  all  upon 
every  important  Point,  in  what  ought  to  be  the  Aim 
of  every  Party, - The  Com  mon  Good. 
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Including  a  new  and  accurate  Naval 

HISTORY,  e#c. 


CHAP.  I. 

* 

The  Naval  Hi/lory  of  GREAT  BRITAIN* 
under  the  Reign  of  King  WILLIAM  III, 
from  the  Revolution ,  to  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick. 


H  E  Crown  was  no  fooner  placed  on  the 
Head  of  the  Prince  of  Orange ,  than  he 
began  to  feel  the  Weight  of  it,  and  of 
the  Cares  that  attended  it :  he  had  not 
fo  much  as  Leifure  to  take  in  Peace,  the 
firft  Moments  of  Royalty  %  but  found  himfelf  obliged  to 


VOL.  HI. 


B 


engage 


*  ^-ennet»  Burchet,  Papin,  Oldmixon’s  Hi  {lory  of  the  Stuarts, 
Iafe  cf  King  William,  Columpa  Roftrata. 


/ 
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engage  in  a  War,  as  foon  as  he  was  feated  on  the  Throne. 
A  War,  in  whieu  all  Europe  was  engaged,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  Point  of  Intereft  ;  for  the  ambitious  Defigns  of 
Lewis  XIV.  were  now  fo  evident,  that  even  the  Powers, 
lead:  inclined  to  Aftion,  found  themfelves  obliged  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  own  Safety,  by  entering  into  a  Confederacy 
for  the  more  effectually  oppofing  the  Encroachments  of 
this  afpiring  Prince.  The  French  King,  on  the  other 
Hand,  inftead  of  difcovering  any  Dread  of  this  formidable 
Alliance,  began  firft  by  falling  upon  the  Empire,  and 
declaring  War  againlt  Spain ,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he 
provided  for  his  Ally,  King  James ,  whom  he  fent  over 
into  Ireland ,  with  a  confiderable  Force,  efcorted  by  a 
Fleet  of  Twenty-two  Sail  of  Men  of  War  b. 

It  was  upon  this  Occafion,  that  the  ill  Management 
in  the  two  lad:  Reigns,  in  refpedt  to  the  Correfpondence 
held  between  our  Princes  and  the  French  King,  mani- 
feftly  appeared  by  the  prodigious  Growth  of  his  Naval 
Power.  Under  the  Adminiftration  of  the  great  Cardinal 
Richelieu ,  France  was  fo  weak  in  this  Refpedt,  that  even 
this  high-fpirited  Minifter,  was  forced  to  follicit  Aflift- 
ance  from  the  Swedes c ;  and,  even  in  this  Reign,  the  Pro- 
teftor  Cromwell ,  had  fhewn  the  utmoft  Contempt  for 
the  French  Power  at  Sea.  To  fpeak  the  Truth,  it  was 
our  Wars  with  the  Dutch ,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
II.  that,  as  the  French  themfelves  confefs,  gave  them 
firft  an  Opportunity  of  learning,  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Maritime  Powers,  what  it  was  to  make  a  Figure  at  Sea. 

This 


b  Hiiloire  Militaire  du  Regne  de  Louis  le  Grand,  par  M.  le 
Marquis  de  Quincy,  Hiiloire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel. 
e  As  to  this  Fad:,  we  find  it  in  the  Cardinal’s  Letters,  Vol.  ii. 
p.  1144. 
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This  Knowledge  they  fo  far  improved,  by  fometimes 
fiding  with  the  Dutch ,  and  fometimes  with  us,  that  in 
the  Space  of  lefs  than  twenty  Years,  they  found  them- 
felves  able  to  encounter  either  Nation,  and  in  1676, 
a&ually  beat  the  Dutch  and  the  Spaniards  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  killed  rhe  famous  Admiral  de  Ruyter  d% 
At  this  Time,  they  were  grown  fo  much  ftronger,  that 
we  fhall  fee  them,  during  a  great  Part  of  this  Reign, 
,  B  2  endeavour- 


d  The  inquifitive  Reader  may  find  a  fuccindl  View  of  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  the  French  Naval  Power,  under  the  Reign  of 
Lewis  XIV.  in  the  7  Chap-,  of  the  xiv.  Book  of  Father  Daniel’s 
tiiftoire  de  la  Milice  Frar.coife.  But,  to  place  this  Matter  in  the 
cleareft  Light,  and  to  give  the  Englilh  Reader  a  competent 
Idea  of  the  French  Force  at  Sea,  as  well  as  to  enable  him  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  (which  none  of  our  Naval  Writers  have 
done)  of  the  comparative  Strength  of  Englilh  and  French 
Fleets  and  Squadrons,  1  fhall  here  give  an  exa a  Abilrabt  of 
the  State  of  the  French  Fleet  as  it  Food  in  1681  ;  and  it  was 
yet  in  a  better  Condition  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  to 
which  Recourfe  may  be  had  on  all  Occafions. 

Ab  stract  of  the  French  Fleet. 
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4  NAVAL  BISTORT 

endeavouring  to  contefl  the  Empire  of  the  Sea,  againft 
the  joint  Forces  of  both  the  Maritime  Powers:  which 
is  iufficient  to  fliew,  with  how  great  Difadvantage  King 
William  entered  the  War,  in  this  Refpeft;  fince,  while 
the  Enemy  took  all  Advantages  of  pouring  Supplies  into 
Ireland ,  his  Affairs  in  England  were  fo  perplexed,  that 
it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  provide  a  Force  fuffici- 
ent  to  cruize  on  the  Coaft  of  that  Ifland. 

A  t  laft,  Admiral  Herbert ,  who  commanded  the 
Englijh  Fleet,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  April 
1689,  failed  for  Cork)  with  a  Squadron  which  confifted 
of  no  more  than  twelve  Ships  of  War,  one  Fire-Ship, 
two  Yatchs,  and  two  Smacks.  Here  he  received  Infor¬ 
mation,  that  King  James  landed  at  Kinfale ,  about  two 
Months  before.  He  then  thought  it  proper  to  attempt 
cutting  off  the  Convoy  that  had  attended  him  from 
France :  to  which  End,  he  failed  for  Brejl ,  and  cruized 
off  that  Port  for  fome  Time  ■,  but  hearing  nothing  of  the 
French  Men  of  War,  from  the  Advice  Boats  he  daily 
received,  and  having  encreafed  his  Force  to  nineteen 
Sail  (of  which,  however,  one  was  but  a  fmall  Frigate) 
he  again  fleered  for  the  IriJI)  Coaft,  and  towards  the  lat¬ 
ter  End  of  Aprils  appeared  off  Kinfale.  On  the  29th 
of  that  Month,  he  difcovered  a  Fleet  of  forty-four 
Sail,  which  he  judged  were  going  into  Kinfale ,  and 
therefore  did  his  utmoft  to  prevent  it.  The  next  Day 
he  heard  that  the  Enemy  were  gone  into  Baltimore ; 
but,  upon  coming  thither,  found  his  Information  falfe. 
The  Wind  being  then  Eaflerly,  he  flood  away  for  Caps- 
Clear ,  and  in  the  Evening,  he  faw  them  flanding  into 
San  try  Bay.  He  lay  off  that  Place  till  Morning,  and 

about 
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about  brsak  of  Day,  refolved  to  attac  the  Enemy  .  All 
our  Englijh  ^Writers  of  Naval  Hiftoiy  agiec,  that  the 
French  Fleet  had  home  empty  Tranfports  under  their 
Care  3  but  the  French  Writers,  who  fliould  certainly 
bed  know  what  their  Fleet  was  doing,  fay  pofitively, 
that  they  had  only  four  Merchant-Ships  laden  with  Arms, 
Bridles,  Sadies,  Powder,  and  Ball,  for  the  Service  of  King 
James's  Army,  and  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money ^ 
which  was  on  board  the  Men  of  War.  This  they  fhip- 
ed  as  loon  as  they  perceived  the  Englijh  Fleet,  on  board 
fix  Fire-Ships,  and  fent  thefe,  with  the  Merchant-Ships 
before-mentioned,  to  land  the  Supply  at  a  Place  in  the 
Bay,  feven  Leagues  didant,  while  they  engaged  the 
Engiijl) f. 

Authors  vary  pretty  much  as  to  the  Strength  of 
both  Fleets;  which  I  take  to  be  rather  owing  to  Partiality, 
than  any  real  Difficulty  there  was  of  coming  at  the  Fa£h 
Mr;  Burchet  fays,  the  Englijh  were  but  nineteen  Ships 
in  all  z.  Bifhop  Kennet  more  truly  reckons  them  twenty- 
two,  wherein  he  agrees  with  all  the  French  Relations h* 
The  Enemy’s  Fleet  confided  according  to  our  Accounts, 
of  28,  according  to  their  own,  of  twenty-four  Sail  \ 

B  3  The 

■ ,  ,  — . . . * - — ~. 

e  Barchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  416.  Lediard’s  Naval  Hiftory, 
p.  623.  Colama  Roftrata.  1  Hiftoire  Militaire,  vol.  ii. 

p.  149.  s  See  his  Naval  Hiftory  as  above  cited.  My 

Reafon  for  faying  what  I  do,  in  the  Text,  is  my  obferving, 
that  both  the  Accounts  may  be  very  well  reconciled.  Burchet 
fpeakirg  only  of  the  large  Ships,  and  the  other  Writers 
of  all  in  general,  under  Admiral  Herbert’s  Command.  h  See 
his  compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  331.  where 
he  tells  us,  that  the  Englifh  Fleet  conftfted  of  eight  third 
Rates,  ten  fourth,  and  two  fifth,  with  two  Tenders.  1  The 
Marquis  de  Quincy  informs  us,  that  the  French  Fleet  con- 

lifted 
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The  Englijb  had  certainly  the  Wind,  and  might  there- 
lore  have  avoided  Fighting  if  they  pleafed  ;  but  this  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  Admiral  Herbert’s  Temper: 
he  therefore  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  get  into  the 
Lay,  and  to  come  to  a  clofe  Engagement  ;  but  the 
French  iaved  him  the  Labour,  by  bearing  down  upon  him 
jR  thtee  Divifions,  about  Ten  in  the  Morning  on  the 
hill  of  May.  The  firfl  Divifion  confifted  of  eight  Ships, 
uruei  the  Command  of  Mr.  Gaberet ;  tbefecond,  of  the 
like  force,  was  commanded  by  Admiral  Chateau-Re- 
nault  -y  the  third,  which  was  alfo  of  eight  Ships,  had  for 
;ls  Commander  Mr.  For  cut ;  the  Fight  was  pretty 
uaim  for  about  two  flours ,  but  then  flackened,  becaufe 
a  great  Part  of  the  Englijb  Fleet  could  not  come  up  ; 
but  they  continued  firing  on  both  Sides,  till  about  five  in 
the  Afternoon,  Admiral  Herbert  keeping  out  all  the 
I  ime  to  Sea,  becaufe  he  found  the  Difpute  very  unequal* 
and  that  there  was  no  other  Way  by  which  he  could 
poffibly  gain  the  'Wind,  and  thereby  an  Opportunity  of 
bringing  his  whole  Fleet  to  engage.  But,  about  the 
Hour  beforementioned,  the  French  Fleet  flood  into  the 
Bay,  which  put  an  End  to  the  Fight.  The  Englijb 
Writers  aferibe  this  either  to  want  of  Courage,  or  to 
the  Admiral’s  being  reftrained  by  his  Orders;  but  the 
French  inform  us,  that  he  retired  in  order  to  take  Care 
of  the  Ships  under  his  Convoy ;  and  that  after  they  had 
entirely  debarked  the  Supply  they* had  brought,  he  dif- 

pofed 


filled,  exclulive  of  the  Veflels  under  their  Convoy,  of  fifteen 

thira,  and  nine  fourth  Rates ;  and  in  this,  all  the  French  Writ¬ 
ers  agree. 
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pofed  every  Thing  ready  to  put  to  Sea  the  next  Morning, 
which  he  did  k. 

This  is  the  Battel  in  Bantry  Bay ,  which,  though  in- 
confiderable  enough  in  itfelf  (fince  the  Englijh ,  who 
had  certainly  the  word:  of  it,  loft  only  one  Captain,  one 
Lieutenant,  and  ninety-four  Men,  and  had  about  three 
Hundred  wounded)  is  yet  magnified  by  fome  Writers, 
as  a  'mighty  Stroke.  The  French  had  one  Ship,  called 
The  Diamond ,  fet  on  Fire,  .and  two  others  fo  much 
damaged  as  to  be  obliged  to  draw  out  of  the  Line,  f  he 
Affair  was  certainly  very  inconfiderable,  and  any  Ad¬ 
vantage  that  was  gained,  was  rather  to  be  aferibed  to  a 
favourable  Wind,  and  fuperior  Force  on  one  Side,  than 
to  any  want  either  of  Courage  or  Conduit  on  the 
other  After  the  Ait  ion.  Admiral  Herbert  bore  away 
for  the  Scilley  IJlands ,  and  having  cruized  there  for  fome 
Time,  returned  to  Spithead ;  upon  which  Occafion,  the 
King  himfelf  came  down  to  Portfmouth ,  where,  to  fhew 
he  would  diltinguifh  and  reward  Merit,  though  not  point¬ 
ed  out  to  him  by  Succefs,  he  declared  Admiral  Herbert , 
Earl  of  Torrington ,  and  knighted  Captain  John  AJhby 
of  The  Defiance ,  and  Captain  Cloudefiey  Shovel  of  The 

B  4  Edgar , 


k  It  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  the  French  fpeak  in  too  high 
Terms  of  this  trivial  Succels;  The  Fleet,  fays  M.  Quincy,  was 
out  but  twelve  Days  ;  in  which  fhort  Space,  they  landed  what 
they  carried,  in  Ireland,  beat  the  Engliili  Fleet,  and  made  feven 
Dutch  Prizes.  On  the  other  Hand;  our  Authors  are  fond  of 
charging  fome  Miimanagement  on  the  French  Admiral 
Whereas,  in  Truth,  he  did  his  Duty  very  exa&ly  ;  and  Quincy 
and  the  other  French  Writers  complain,  that  for  want  of  the 
Fire-Ships,  he  was  unable  to  profecute  the  x^dvantages  he  had 
gained;  which  feems  to  be  the  Matter  of  Fadl.  1  The 

Reader  may  confult  Kennet,  Burnet,  and  Burchet,  who  have 
all  given  their  Opinions  on  this  Side  the  Queflion, 
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Edgar,  giving  at  the  fame  Time,  a  Bounty  of  ten 
Shillings  to  each  Seaman,  and  making  a  Provifion  for 
the  Widows  of  fuch  as  had  been  killed  in  the  Aftion. 
This  was  rightly  judged  of  the  King,  and  was  indeed 
“n  Aft  of  his  own,  flowing  from  the  Knowledge  he  had 
0i  Mankind,  and  the  Neceflity  there  is  of  keeping  up  the 
Spirits  of  Seamen,  if  we  expeft  they  fliould'  perform 
great  Things.  He  faid,  when  he  read  the  Account  of 
the  Battel  of  Bant ry  Bay ,  that  fuch  Actions  were  ne- 
ceflary  at  the  Beginning  of  a  War,  though  they  would 
be  rafh  in  the  Courfe  of  it ;  which  fhews  his  great  Pe- 
netration,  and  accounts  for  his  creating  Admiral  Herbert 

a.  Peer,  aftei  an  Affair,  in  which  he  had  certainly  no 
Advantage  m. 

The  Fleet  being  refitted,  the  Admiral  failed  with  it 
for  Torbay ,  in  the  Middle  of  cJune ,  where  he  was  after¬ 
wards  joined  by  a  Dutch  Fleet,  and  by  Vice-Admiral 
Killegreiv’s  Squadron,  which  had  been  cruizing  before 
Dunkirk .  This  joint  Fleet  flood  over  to  the  Coafl  of 
France ,  and  continued  cruifing  there,  and  in  the  Sound¬ 
ings,  ’till  towards  the  latter  End  of  Auguft ,  and  being 
then  in  great  Want  of  Beer,  and  there  being  no  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  French  Fleet’s  putting  to  Sea,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Torbay ,  where  foon  after  the  Fleet  feparated  ; 
the  larger  Ships,  which  wanted  Repair,  being  ordered  in¬ 
to  Port,  and  the  reft  diftributed  into  feveral  Squadrons, 
for  different  Services n.  Before  we  fpeak  more  particularly 

of 


m  Life  of  King  William.  Burchet’s  Memoirs.  n  Burchet’s 
Naval  Hiftory,  p.417.  Bifhop  Burnet  complains,  that  this  Year 
there  was  nothing  confiderable  done  at  Sea  ;  and,  according  to 
his  Manner,  infinuates  I  know  not  what  of  Treafon,  or  Treach¬ 
ery,  or  feme  thing  very  black  in  it.  But  the  Truth  feems  to  be 

the 
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of  thefe,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  Notice  of  what  was 
performed  by  other  Squadrons,  which  were  detached 
earlier  in  the  Year. 

I 

When  King  James  landed  in  Ireland ,  his  Affairs 
had  certainly  a  very  promifing  Afpe'd  on  that  Side.  He 
brought  with  him  a  very  confiderable  Supply,  and  he 
found  there  an  Army  of  40,000  Men.  There  were 
but  two  Places  in  the  North  which  held  out  againlt 
him,  viz .  London-Derry  and  Inejkilling .  Of  thefe,  he 
determined  to  make  himfelf  Matter,  and  might  eafily 
have  done  it,  if  he  had  been  well  advifed  ;  but,  as 
Bilhop  Burnet  juttly  obferves,  there  was  a  Kind  of  Fa¬ 
tality  on  his  Councils.  He  refolved  to  begin  with  London - 
Berry ,  in  refpedl  to  which,  two  Propofals  were  made 
him  ;  the  firfl  was,  to  attack  the  Place  vigoroufiy,  and 
take  it  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  Storm  ;  the  other,  to  block 

r 

up  the  City,  and  to  ad  with  his  great  Army  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  might  bell;  fuit  his  Intereft,  hill  this  Place 
was  by  dint  of  Famine  compelled  to  furrender.  Either 
of  thefe  Methods  might  have  fucceeded  ;  but  King 
James  declined  thefe,  and  made  Choice  of  a  Third, 
which  was,  to  take  the  Place  by  a  flow  Siege,  in  order 
to  enure  his  Irifb  Army  to  Fatigues,  and  to  render  them 
the  more  fit  for  Service.  This  Refolution  of  his,  gave 
Time  for  an  Application  to  the  Government  in  England ; 
and  upon  this,  two  Regiments  of  Foot,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Colonel  Cunningham  and  Colonel  Richards , 
with  fame  Supplies,  were  fent  thither  :  they  arrived  on 

the 


the  Funds  were  late  fettled,  and  the  Government  itfelf  but 
half  fettled  ;  which  occafioned  the  Fleets  being  ill  mann’d, 
poorly  victualled,  and  worfe  paid. 
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the  15th  of  April  in  the  Lough  ;  but  Colonel  Lundy ? 
who  was  Governor  of  the  Town,  being,  as  it  was  be¬ 
lieved,  in  King  James'  s  Intereft,  perfuaded  thofe  Gentle¬ 
men,  that  it  wras  a  Thing  impracticable  to  defend  the 
Place,  and  that  therefore  the  belt  Thing  they  could  do, 
was  to  return  and  fecure  his  Majefty’s  Troops  ;  which 
they  accordingly  did.  The  Townfmen,  however,  made 
a  noble  Defence,  which  gained  Time  for  another  Ap¬ 
plication  to  England0. 

During  this  Space,  Commodore  Rooke,  who  had 
been  fent  with  a  Squadron  in  the  Month  of  May,  to 
the  Coall  of  Ireland ,  performed  good  Service  there,  by 
keeping  King  James  and  his  Army  from  having  any 
Intercourfe  with  the  Scots ,  and  on  the  8th  of  June,  he 
fell  in  with  The  Bonadventure ,  Swallow ,  Dartmouth , 
and  a  Fleet  of  Tranfport-Ships,  under  the  Command 
of  Major  General  Kirke,  who  was  come  with  this  Force 
to  relieve  London-Derry.  The  Commodore  concurred 
with  him,  as  was  his  Duty,  very  chearfuJly  in  this  Ser¬ 
vice.  When  they  came  to  examine  the  Method  taken 
by  the  Enemy  to  prevent  their  relieving  the  Place, 
they  found  that  they  had  laid  a  Boom  crofs  the  River, 
compofed  of  Chains  and  Cables,  and  floated  with  Tim¬ 
ber,  there  being  ftrong  Redoubts  at  each  End  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  Cannon.  Upon  a  View  of  this,  General 
Kirke  refolved  to  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  the  Inch ,  an 

Ifland 


r  i)r.  Walker,  who  was  Governor  of  London-Derry,  pub- 
li filed  an  exact  Account  of  the  Siege,  under  the  Title  of  “  A 
true  Account  of  the  Siege  of  London-Derry,  London,  4*°. 
1690.  59  Pages.1 ’After wards  he  wrote  a  Vindication  of  this 
Account,  and  from  thefe,  Burnet’s  Hiftory,  and  the  Detail  I 
have  had  from  living  Witnefles,  1  report  thefe  Fads, 
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Ifland,  in  Lough  Swille ,  in  which  the  Commodore  af¬ 
fixed  him  fo  effectually,  that  on  the  16th,  he  was  in 
full  Pofleffion,  not  only  of  that  Ifland,  but  of  the  Pafs 
to  the  Main ;  and  having  performed  this  Service,  he 
returned  to  his  Station  p. 

He  continued  there  till  the  22d,  on  which  Day  he 
received  by  the  Portland  Man  of  War,  a  Letter  from 
the  General,  wherein  he  informed  him,  that  being  fa- 
tisfied  the  Place  was  reduced  to  the  laft  Extremity,  he 
was  determined  to  attempt  its  Relief  at  any  Rate.  The 
Commodore  upon  this,  left  The  Bonadventure  and 
Portland  in  his  Station,  and  with  The  Deptford  and 
Dartmouth ,  he  failed  to  the  Afliflance  of  the  Major 
General.  He  fent  The  Dartmouth  up  to  Kilmore ,  to 
receive  his  Orders,  and  then  returned  to  The  Bonadven - 
ture ,  and  Portland ,  with  Intention  to  continue  there 
’till  the  Arrival  of  the  three  Ships  he  expected  from  the 
Earl  of  Torrington .  With  this  Afliflance,  Major  General 
Kirke ,  having  properly  difpofed  the  Men  of  War,  on 
the  30th  of  July,  fent  The  Mountjoy  of  Derry ,  Captain 
Browning,  and  The  Phoenix  of  Colrain ,  Captain 

■-  '  1 

Douglafs ,  both  deeply  laden  with  Provifion,  under  the 
Convoy  of  the  Dartmouth  Frigate,  to  attempt  breaking 
the  Boom.  The  Enemy  made  a  prodigious  Fire  upon 
thefe  Ships,  as  they  paffed,  which  was  very  brifkly  re¬ 
turned,  till  The  Mountjoy  ftruck  againft  the  Boom,  and 
broke  it,  and  was  by  the  Rebound  run  afhore  ;  upon 
this,  the  Irijh  gave  a  loud  Huzza,  made  a  terrible  Fire 
upon  them,  and  with  their  Boats  attempted  to  board 
her.  But  firing  a  Broadfide,  however,  the  Shock  loofened 

her 


p  Bqrchet  s  Naval  Hiflory,  p.  418.  Columita  Roflrata, 
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lie*  lb,  that  they  floated  again,  and  pafled  the  Boom, 
did  The  Phoenix  alfo,  under  the  Cover  of  The  Dartmouth's 
Fire.  This  feafonable  Supply,  faved  the  Remains  of 
the  Garrifon,  which,  after  a  hundred  and  five  Days 
dofe  Siege,  and  being  reduced  from  7500  to  4300,  had 
but  Subfiftance  for  two  Days  left,  the  Enemy  raifing 
the  Siege  on  the  laft  of  July 

Commodore  Rooke,  on  the  13th  of  Augujl ,  con¬ 
voyed  the  Duke  of  Scbomberg’s  Army,  confifting  of 
upwards  of  ten  Thoufand  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot,  em¬ 
barked  in  ninety  VeiTels  of  feveral  Sorts,  and  landed 
them  fafe  near  Carrickfergus ,  whither  he  brought  the 
remainder  of  the  Army,  and  the  Artillery ;  and  then 
continued  with  the  General,  till  he  had  taken  the  Town, 
and  had  no  further  Occafion  for  his  Affiftance.  He 
next  Rationed  as  many  Ships  and  Yatchs  of  his  Squadron 
as  he  thought  requifite  for  maintaining  the  Correfpon- 
dence  between  England  and  Ireland ,  and  preventing 
any  Attempt  that  might  be  made  by  French  ox  Scots 
Privateers.  He  /ailed  with  a  few  Ships  that  were  re¬ 
maining,  to  Dublin ,  where  he  infulted  the  City,  by 
manning  his  Boats,  and  making  a  Shew  of  Landing  ; 

and 


q  Dr.  Walker’s  Account,  p.  33.  which  agrees  exactly  with 
the  French  Relation  of  the  Siege  of  Quincy,  Hift.  Milit. 
vol.  ii.  p.  233.  Bifhop  Burnet  accufes  (though  without  Reafon) 
Major  General  Kirke,  for  not  relieving  them  fooner.  Indeed 
there  is  no  efcaping  this  Prelate’s  Refentment  ;  for  if  an  Officer 
inifcarries,  ’tis  through  his  own  lllcondudt;  and  if  he  fucceeds, 
he  might  have  done  it  fooner,  had  he  been  hearty.  The 
Truth  is,  the  General  thought  the  Bufinefs  impracticable,  but 
was  determined  to  make  forne  Attempt,  when  he  underltood 
the  Befieged  fatted  their  Dogs  on  the  Bodies  of  the  Slain  Irifh, 
and  then  killed  thefe  Animals,  and  eat  them  themfelves.  See 
Kennet,  Life  of  King  William,  Lediard. 
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and  on  the  1 8th  of  September ,  he  adually  endeavoured 
to  burn  all  the  Veffels  that  were  in  the  Harbour,  and 
had  certainly  performed  it,  if  the  Wind  had  not  veered 
about,  and  blew  a  frefli  Gale,  as  the  Yatchs  and  Ketch¬ 
es  were  going  in,  which  obliged  him  to  abandon  his 
Deiign,  and  to  put  to  Sea.  King  James  was  at  this 
Time  in  the  Place,  and  an  Eye-witnefs  to  this  bold  At¬ 
tempt.  From  Dublin ,  Commodore  Rooke  failed  to 
Cork ,  where  he  alfo  attempted  going  into  the  Harbour; 
but  was  prevented  by  the  brifk  Fire  the  Enemy  made 
from  their  Batteries,  on  which  were  mounted  feventeen 
or  eighteen  Pieces  of  Cannon.  He  took  Pofleflion,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  great  Ifland,  and  might  have  done  further 
Services,  if  his  Ships  had  not  by  this  Time  grown  foul, 
and  his  Provifions  low  ;  which  forced  him  to  quit  his 
Station,  and  repair  to  the  Downs ,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  13th  of  October ,  after  having  given  by  his  Activity, 
Vigilance,  and  indefatigable  Attention  to  his  Duty  in 
this  Expedition,  an  Earned;  of  the  great  Things,  which 
he  afterwards  performed  when  Sir  George  Rooke ,  and 
Admiral  of  the  Britijh  Fleet r. 

As  to  the  remaining  Services  of  this  Year,  they  were 
not  either  many  or  great;  and  therefore  I  (hall  only 
mention  the  taking  of  two  celebrated  Sea-Officers,  in 
the  French  Service,  viz.  The  Chevalier  de  Four  bin  ^  and 
the  famous  John  Bart.  They  commanded  two  fmall 
Frigates,  and  had  under  their  Convoy,  fix  rich  Merchant¬ 
men,  outward  bound.  Near  the  I  fie  cfi  Wight ,  they 
were  chafed  by  two  of  our  fifty  Gun  Ships,  which  they 

engaged 


*  Burchet's  Naval  Hiftory.  Rennet.  Hiftory  of  the 
Redu&ion  of  Ireland,  p.  39.  Lediard. 
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engaged  very  bravely,  though  they  faw  that  it  was  a 
Thing  impoffible  for  them  to  avoid  being  taken.  All 
they  aimed  at,  was,  to  give  their  Merchant-men  Time 
to  efcape,  in  which  they  fucceeded  3  for  while  they 
fought  defperately,  the  Vefiels  under  their  Convoy  got 
fafe  into  Roch el .  As  for  the  Chevalier  de  Fourbin ,  and 
Captain  Bart ,  they  were  carried  Prifoners  into  Ply  mouthy 
from  whence  they  not  long  after  found  Means  to  e- 
fcape,  and  get  over  to  Calais s.  For  this  generous  Adlion, 
the  French  King  rewarded  each  of  them  with  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  a  Man  of  War ;  but  our  Writers  of  Naval 
Hiflory,  have  been  fo  careieis,  that  I  cannot  find  with 
any  Certainty,  who  were  the  Captains  that  took  them. 
^  de  have  indeed  a  much  more  particular  Relation  of  this 
Affair  in  Fourbin' $  Memoirs,  wherein  it  is  faid,  they  had 
twenty  Merchant-men  under  their  Convoy ;  that  they 
fought  two  long  Hours,  and  that  one  of  the  Englijh 
Captains  was  killed  in  the  Engagement ;  but  I  think  the 
Story,  as  I  have  given  it,  is  more  to  be  depended  upon5 
as  it  comes  from  an  unbiased,  and  at  the  fame  Time  a 
very  accurate  Hiltorian  C 

In  the  Seffions  of  Parliament,  in  the  Winter  of 
1689,  there  were  many  Complaints  made  of  the  Con- 
dud:  of  Affairs  at  Sea,  which  bore  hard  on  the  new 

Com- 


s  Hiftoire  Militaire,  tom,  ii.  p.  232.  t  The  Memoirs 

which  pafs  under  the  Name  of  Count  Fourbin,  abound  with 

uch  exaggerated  Relations,  and  therefore  I  muff  own  I  fuf- 

ped  their  Credit.  As  to  the  Work  of  the  Marquifs  de  Quincy 

it  is  one  of  the  belt  in  its  Kind,  written  with  Care  and  Ex- 

adneis,  from  good  Authorities  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  the  Au- 

tnors  of  modern  Memoirs,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Marfhal  Villars 

tilC  Duk^  of  Berwick,  and  M.  de  Gue  Trouin,  tranferibe  it 
continually. 
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Commiffion  of  Admiralty,  compofed  of  the  Earl  of 
T wring  ton,  the  Earl  of  Carberyy  Sir  Michael  VRbarton^ 
Sir  Thomas  Lee ,  Sir  John  Chicheley ,  Sir  John  Lowther , 
and  Mr.  Sacheverel,  who,  in  Defence  of  their  own 
Characters,  laid  open  the  Mifcarriages  in  the  ViCtual- 
ling  Office,  which  produced  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry  in¬ 
to  that  Affair,  and  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  4C  That  Sir  John  ParJonsy  Sir  Richard  Haddocky 
Admiral  Stuart ,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Fenny  Victuallers 
of  the  Fleet,  fhould  be  fent  for,  in  the  Cuftody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  anfwer  to  the  faid  Com- 
««  plaint.”  But,  notwithftanding  an  exact  Scrutiny  into 

that  Affair  produced  a  full  Difcovery  of  great  Mif- 
chiefs,  occafioned  by  the  bad  Victualling  of  the  Fleet ; 
yet  the  Spirit  raifed  againlt  the  Adminiftration,  grew  fo 
itrong,  that  it  was  thought  neceffary  for  the  Earl  of 
Torringtcn  to  refign  his  Office  of  firft  Commiffioner,  to 
allay  it ;  and  he  was  fucceeded  therein  by  Thomas  Earl 
of  Pembroke ,  which  anfwered  the  End  effectually,  and 
gave  the  Nation  great  Satisfaction  u. 

I  {hall  open  the  TranfaCtions  of  1690,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  Admiral  Ruff'd’ $  failing  into  the  Mediterranean , 
though  this  is,  generally  [peaking,  accounted  a  Trans¬ 
action  of  the  former  Year  3  but  my  Reafon  for  placing 
it  here,  is  the  not  failing  of  the  Fleet  ’till  the  Spring, 
though  Orders  were  given  for  it  in  the  preceeding  Winter. 
His  Catholick  Majefty,  Charles  il.  having  efpoufed  a 
Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Neubourg ,  Sifter  to  the  reign¬ 
ing  Emprefs,  and  to  the  Queen  of  Portugal ,  demand¬ 
ed 


u  Kennet,  Burnet,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiltory,  &c. 
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ed  an  Englifb  Fleet  to  convoy  her  fafely  to  his  Do¬ 
minions,  which  was  readily  granted;  and  indeed  fuch  a 
Compliment  never  had  been  refufed  even  to  States  in 
War  with  us,  becaufe  it  was  taken  as  a  tacit  Confeffion 
of  our  Dominion  at  Sea ;  which  might,  methinks,  have 
fecured  it  from  Bifhop  Burnet's  Cenfure  w.  On  the  24th 
of  November ,  the  Admiral  Rujfel  failed  with  feven  large 
Men  of  War,  and  two  Yatchs,  to  Flujbing ,  in  order 
to  receive  her  Catholick  Majefty,  and  her  Attendants, 
and  had  Orders,  as  foon  as  the  Queen  came  on  Board, 
to  hoiffc  the  Union  Flag,  at  the  Main-Top-Maft  head, 
and  to  wear  it  there  as  long  as  her  Majefty  was  on 
Board.  On  the  18th  of  fanuary^  1690,  fhe  arrived 
in  the  Doivns  ;  on  the  24th,  fhe  came  to  St.  Helens % 
where  their  Majefties  fent  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  com¬ 
pliment  her,  as  did  their  Royal  Highnefles  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Denmark ,  the  Lord  Cornbury ,  and  Col. 
Berkley x.  The  Admiral  had  Orders  to  put  to  Sea 
with  the  firft  fair  Wind,  and  was  inftru&ed'to  block  up 
the  Harbour  of  "Toulon ,  in  order  to  prevent  the  French 
Squadron  there  from  coming  out ;  and  he  endeavoured 
it  in  the  beginning  of  February ,  and  again  towards  the 
End  of  the  Month,  but  was  forced  back  to  Torbay , 
on  the  23d.  Thence  he  failed  again  in  a  few  Days,  but 
was  driven  back  on  the  2d  of  March .  At  laft  he  fail¬ 
ed 


w  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p.  49.  The  Pro¬ 
priety  of.  this  Piece  of  Complaifance,  will  more  clearly  ap¬ 
pear,  if  we  conlider,  that  it  obliged  the  Houfe  of  Auftria; 
was  a  proper  Return,  for  the  Afliftance  given  King  William 
by  that  Queen’s  Relations  ;  and  w'as  befides,  as  Things 
were  then  circumftanced,  a  necefiary  and  important  Service  to 
the  Grand  Alliance.  x  Rennet,  Life  of  King  William; 
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ed  with  a  pretty  fair  Wind,  on  the  7th  of  that  Month, 
with  a  flout  Squadron  of  thirty  Men  of  War,  under 
his  Command,  and  a  Fleet  of  four  hundred  Merchant- 
Men,  bound  for  the  Streights ;  and  after  a  very  tempef- 
tuous  Paffage,  landed  herCatholick  Majefty  on  the  i6th, 
at  the  Groyne ,  from  whence  he  failed  to  execute  his  other 
Commiffion  ;  but  was  forced  by  contrary  Winds  into 
the  Harbour  of  Ferrol ,  where  The  Duke ,  a  fecond  Rate 
Man  of  War,  in  a  brifk  Gale  of  Wind,  ran  afhore, 
and  was  with  great  Difficulty  got  off.  The  Admiral, 
having  executed  his  Commiffion,  and  having  left  Vice- 
Admiral  Killegrew  with  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  be¬ 
hind  him,  bore  away  with  the  firft  fair  Wind  for  Eng - 
land,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  28th  of  April, 
where  he  landed  feveral  Perfons  of  Quality  who  had  at¬ 
tended  her  Catholick  Majefty  in  her  Voyage7. 

The  Reader  will  eafily  difcern,  from  this  Account  of 
the  Matter,  that  Admiral  RuJJel  performed  as  much  as 
the  Roughnefs  of  the  Seafon,  and  other  Circumftances 
confidered,  could  be  expected  from  him.  Bifhop  Burnet 
however,  fuggefts,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Care 
he  was  obliged  to  take  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  he  might 
have  been  able  to  block  up  the  Toulon  Squadron,  and 
thereby  have  prevented  the  Misfortune  that  afterwards 
happened  to  our  grand  Fleet  z.  But  I  doubt,  if  we  ex¬ 
amine  this  to  the  Bottom,  it  will  be  found  a  mere  Con¬ 
jecture,  and  that  too,  not  very  well  founded.  We  have 
before  obferved,  with  how  great  Difficulty  Admiral 
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Ruffel  got  with  his  Fleet  out  to  Sea,  and  how  late  it 
was  in  the  Year.  We  have  likewife  mentioned  the 
great  Fleet  of  Merchant-men  under  his  Convoy ;  and 
taking  thefe  Circumftances  together,  we  may  eafily  dif- 
cern  the  Reafon  of  the  Toulon  Squadron’s  coming  out, 
which  was  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  Mayy 
without  placing  any  Thing  to  the  Account  of  the  Com¬ 
pliment  paid  to  the  Queen  of  Spain9  that  as  I  before 
obferved,  was  a  Thing  equally  for  the  Honour  and  In- 
tereft  of  Britain  ;  which  Induced  me  to  enter  thus  far 
into  the  Juftification  of  Vice-Admiral  Ruffel’ s  Con¬ 
duct. 

Vice -Admiral  Killegrew  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the  8th 
of  Aprils  and  having,  according  to  his  Inftrudtions,  ta¬ 
ken  all  poffible  Care  of  the  Trade,  and  having  been 
joined  by  two  Dutch  Men  of  War,  the  Guilderland ,  and 
Zurickzee ,  he  was  next  to  attend  the  Motions  of  the 
Toulon  Squadron.  In  this,  however,  he  met  with  no 
fmall  Difficulty,  by  Reafon  of  the  ltormy  Weather, 
which  fluttered  feveral  Ships  of  his  Squadron  extremely, 
and  the  two  Dutch  Ships,  one  of  feventy-two,  and  the 
other  of  fixty-two  Guns,  after  lofing  all  their  Mafts, 
except  a  Mizen,  foundered.  In  repairing  thefe  unlucky 
Accidents,  a  great  deal  of  Time  was  wafted  ;  and  fo 
much  the  more,  through  the  Coldnefs  and  Inadlivity  of 
the  Governor  of  Cadiz ,  who,  for  his  Negligence  in 
this  RefpedI,  was  juftly  fufpefted  of  being  in  the  French 
Intereft.  Before  Things  through  thefe  Difadvantages, 

could  be  brought  into  perfedi  Order,  the  Vice-Admiral,  on 

» 

the  9th  of  May^  received  three  different  Accounts  of  the 
Toulon  Squadron’s  being  at  Sea.  Upon  this,  he  held  a 
Council  of  War,  wherein  it  was  refolved,  that  pur- 
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fuant  to  his  Inftruftions,  he  fhould  immediately  put  to 
Sea,  in  Order  to  go  in  Search  of  it.  On  the  ioth  of 
May,  about  four  in  the  Morning,  he  failed  accordingly, 
with  nine  Englijh ,  and  two  Dutch  Ships,  and  arrived 
the  next  Day  in  the  Mouth  of  the  St r eights,  where  he 
was  joined  by  Captain  Shelton ,  and  his  Detachment, 
from  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  at  the  fame  Time  receiv¬ 
ed  Intelligence,  that  the  French  Fleet  was  in  the  Bay  of 
Tetuan,  whither  he  failed  in  queft  of  them ;  his  Fleet 
confiiling  now  of  one  2d  Rate,  three  3d  Rates,  fix  4th 
Rates,  two  5th  Rates,  in  all,  twelve  Men  of  War,  and 
two  Fire-Ships,  befides  five  Dutch  Men  of  War.  On 
his  Arrival  in  Tetuan-Bay,  he  found  only  two  Ships, 
one  at  Anchor  and  the  other  under  Sail ;  the  latter  put 
out  Algerine  Colours,  and  efcaped  ;  but  the  former 
being  embayed,  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  Vice-Admiral 
Allemonde ,  and  proved  to  be  a  French  Ship  bound  for 
the  Weft-Indies a. 

The  Wind  (hitting,  the  Admiral  flood  over  again 
towards  the  Spani/h  Coaft,  and  being  two  Leagues,  W. 
N.  W.  of  Ceuta  Point,  the  Men  at  the  Maft-Head  faw 
ten  Ships  to  the  North,  with  their  Heads  lying  Eaft- 
wards.  Upon  this,  Advice  was  given  to  the  Dutch  Ad¬ 
miral,  and  fhe  Montague  was  fent  a-head  to  difcover  the 
Enemies  Motions ;  the  Fleet  continuing  to  ftretch  over 
to  Gibraltar .  About  one  o’Clock,  they  were  within 
two  Miles  of  the  French  Squadron,  which  appeared  to 
be  on  the  Run,  and  therefore  our  Ship&  fet  their  Top¬ 
gallant  Sails,  and  crouded  after  them  5  but  to  little  Pur- 
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pofe,  for  the  French  being  all  clean  Ships,  juft  come 
out  of  Port  (whereas  fome  of  ours  had  been  feventeen 
Months  of  the  Ground)  it  is  no  wonder  they  got  clear 
of  them.  The  Chace  was  continued  till  the  next  Day, 
when  the  Enemy  were  four  Leagues  a-head,  and  the 
Dutch  and  one  of  the  Englifb  Ships  as  much  a-ftern,  in- 
fomuch,  that  the  Admiral  had  with  him  no  more  than 
four  Ships,  which  induced  him  to  give  over  the  Chace  ; 
yet,  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  Morning,  The  Richmond 
and  The  Tyger  forced  one  of  the  Merchant-Ships,  on  Shore 
to  the  Weft  ward  of  Tariff'd.  About  Three  in  the  After¬ 
noon,  the  whole  Fleet  joined,  and  the  Admiral  bore 
away  for  Cadiz  b. 

The  French  Writers  have  done  their  belt  to  give 
this  Retreat  the  Air  of  a  Vidtory :  one  of  them  tells  us, 
that  Mr.  Chatteau-Renault ,  notwithftanding  the  great 
Superiority  of  the  Enemy,  ordered  all  the  Merchant- 
Ships  under  his  Convoy,  to  fail  before,  while  he  re¬ 
mained  with  his  Squadron  of  eight  Men  of  War,  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  Englijh  ;  and  that  after  this,  per¬ 
ceiving  one  of  the  Veflels,  which  was  a  very  bad  Sailor, 
had  fallen  behind,  he  lay  by  ’till  fhe  pafled  him,  and  then, 
perceiving  the  Engliff)  Squadron  did  not  incline  to  engage, 
he  continued  his  Courfe  c.  But  Father  Daniel ,  who 
piques  himfelf  fo  much  upon  his  Veracity,  carries  the 
Thing  (till  farther  ;  he  fays,  that  on  the  20th  of  May, 
N„  S.  the  French  Admiral,  with  feven  Ships  under  his 
Command,  difcovered  near  the  Streight  of  Gibraltar , 
a  Squadron  of  twenty-three  Engliff)  and  Dutch  Men  of 

War. 
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War.  He  immediately  prepared  for  Battel,  and  failed  to¬ 
wards  them.  This  Boldnefs  of  his,  furprized  them  io 
much,  that  they  had  not  Courage  to  attack  him ;  and 
the  Count,  after  waiting  for  two  of  his  Ships  that  were 
heavy  Sailors,  and  for  fome  Merchant-men  that  were 
willing  to  fecure  themfelves  under  his  Convoy,  con¬ 
tinued  his  Route  towards  Bre/l ,  without  the  leaft  Op- 
pofition  d.  There  is  fomething  fo  very  improbable,  not 
to  fay  extravagant,  in  this  Story,  that  there  wanted 
nothing  but  the  Hiftorian’s  Reflection  to  render  it  perfect¬ 
ly  Ridiculous.  He  concludes  this  tedious  Detail,  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  very  Enemies  themfelves  could  not  but 
admire  the  Ability  and  Intrepidity  of  the  Count  de 
Chatteau- Renault.  Such  Flourilhes  are  fo  natural  to 
thefe  Authors,  that,  after  a  very  few  Inftances,  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  a  bare  Relation  of  them,  and  leave 
their  Credit  to  the  candid  Confideration  of  every  im¬ 
partial  Reader. 

It  was  the  21ft  of  May,  before  Vice  -  Admiral 
Killegrew  could  reach  the  Port  of  Cadiz ,  where  having 
made  the  neceflary  Detachments  for  the  fafe  Convoy  of 
our  homeward  bound  Merchant-men,  he,  in  purfuance 
of  his  InftruCtions,  fet  Sail  for  England ,  and  in  thirty- 
live  Days  arrived  at  Plymouth,  with  one  2d,  and  four 
3d  Rates  of  ours,  fix  Dutch  Men  of  War,  The  Half- 
Moon ,  and  Virgin  Prize.  On  his  Arrival  at  Plymouth , 
he  received  Letters  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
informing  him,  that  the  French ,  after  an  Engagement, 
had  obliged  our  Fleet  to  retire,  and  were  with  their  own 
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about  Rye>  Dover ,  and  thofe  Parts,  and  therefore  he 
was  to  take  Care  of  his  Squadron.  Upon  this,  he  call¬ 
ed  a  Council  of  War,  at  which  were  prefent  the  Dutch 
Admirals,  Allemonde  and  Evertzen ,  and  Sir  Cloudejley 
Shovel ,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  then  juft  returned 
from  the  Irijh  Coaft.  Upon  mature  Deliberation,  they 
determined  it  was  fafeft  to  proceed  with  the  Ships  into 
Hamoze ,  within  Ply  mouth-  Sound :  for,  as  they  were  large 
Ships,  they  could  not  run  in  at  low  Water,  and  as  they 
were  in  want  of  Water  Provifions,  and  Sea-Stores,  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  put  to  Sea  ;  fo  that  this  was 
the  only  Way  left  to  be  fee ure  from  any  Attempts  of 
the  French  e. 

The  French  had  been  very  induftrious  this  Year,  in 
fending  a  large  Fleet  to  Sea,  and  that  early  in  the  Seafon; 
for  on  the  firft  or  fecond  of  March ,  they  embarked  a 
great  Supply  for  Ireland ,  under  the  Convoy  of  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  thirty-fix  Men  of  War,  which  failed  on  the 
7th  of  the  fame  Month,  attended  by  four  Fire-Ships, 
and  five  flutes,  and  were  afterwards  joined  by  another 
Squadron  from  Provence ,  with  feveral  Tranfports;  fo  that 
in  all,  they  convoyed  over  6000  Men,  befides  Ammuniti¬ 
on  and  Money.  Part  of  thefe  they  landed  on  the  1  ith,  at 
Kinfale,  and  the  reft  on  the  13th,  in  the  Bay  of  Corke . 
On  the  8th  of  April ,  they  left  the  Coafts  of  that  Ifland, 
in  order  to  return  into  the  Road  of  Breji ,  which  they 
did  fafely  on  the  23d,  and  then  prepared  to  join  their 
grand  Fleet,  that  had  Orders  to  afl'emble  under  the 
Command  of  'Count  de  Tourville  f. 

While 

*  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  and  Naval  Hillorv,  as  before  cited, 
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While  the  French  were  thus  employed,  our 
Councils  were  chiefly  bent  on  fending  over  a  Royal 
Army,  to  be  commanded  by  King  William  in  Perfon,  to 
Ireland .  This  great  Defign  was  brought  to  bear,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  June ,  when  his  Ma- 
jefty  left  London  to  march  toward  the  Coaft,  where  He 
embarked  his  Forces  on  board  two  hundred  eighty-eight 
Tranfports  on  the  nth,  and  under  the  Convoy  of  a 
Squadron  of  fix  Men  of  War,  commanded  by  Si1 
Cloudejley  Shovel ,  fet  Sail  for  Carrickfergus ,  where  he 
fafely  arrived  on  the  14th  of  the  fame  Month,  and  foon 
after  difmifled  Rear-Admiral  Shovel ,  with  the  Plymouth 

Squadron,  with  Orders  to  join*the  grand  Fleet  3  which, 
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juftly  wonder,  how  the  French  could  be  able  to  lit  out,  not 
only  a  greater  Fleet  than  we,  but  with  greater  Expedition  too. 
In  order  to  account  for  this,  I  fhall  ofter  to  the  Reader’s  Con- 
fideration,  fome  Matters  of  Fa6t,  fet  down  by  Captain  George 
St.  Lot  who  was  at  this  Time  a  Prifoner  in  France,  and 
faw  this  very  Armament  made.  “  When  I  was  firll  brought 
“  Prifoner  thither,  fays  he,  I  lay  four  Months  in  an  Hofpital 
“  at  Breft,  for  Cure  of  my  Wounds,  and  was  fent  to  Nants, 
“  before  half  cured.  While  I  was  at  Bred,  I  was  adonidied 
<(  at  the  Expedition  ufed  in  manning  and  fitting  out  their  Ships, 
“  which  till  then,  I  thought  could  be  done  no  where  foon- 
“  er  than  in  England,  where  we  have  ten  Times  the  Ship- 
“  ing,  and  confequently  ten  Times  more  Seamen  than  they 
have  in  France  ;  but  there  I  faw  twenty  Sail  of  Ships,  or 
“  about  fixty  Guns  each,  got  ready  in  twenty  Days  Time  : 
<c  they  were  brought  in,  and  the  Men  difeharged,  and^  upon 
“  an  Order  from  Paris,  they  were  careened,  keeled  up,  rigged, 
“  vi&ualled,  manned,  and  out  again  in  the  faid  ri  ime,  with 
<c  the  greated  Eafe  imaginable.  I  likevviie  law  a  Ship  of 
“  a  hundred  Guns,  had  all  her  Guns  taken  out  there  in 
“  four  or  five  Flours  Time,  which  I  never  faw  done  in  Eng- 
“  land  in  twenty-four  Hours,  and  this  with  greater  Eafe,  and 
“  lefs  Hazard,  than  here,  which  I  faw  under  the  Hoipital- 
“  Window;  and  this  I  am  fure  I  could  do  as  eafily  in  England.” 
England’s  Safety;  or,  a  Bridle  to  the  French  King.  London,  410* 
1693,  p.  18,  19. 
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as  we  have  before  fhewn,  he  could  not  do,  till  it  was 
too  late  ^  ' 

There  was  nothing  better  underftood  in  England, , 
man  the  abfolute  Necefli ty  of  aflembling  early  in  the 
Year,  a  ftrong  Fleet  in  the  Channel.  The  Honour  of 
the  Kingdom  depended  upon  it;  for  the  French ,  after  their 
fmall  Advantage  in  Bantry-Bay ,  had  given  out,  that 
they  would  the  next  Summer  infult  the  joint  Fleets  of 
the  EngUfb  and  Dutch .  What  was  ftill  more,  the  Na¬ 
tion  s  Safety  depended  on  this  Meafure  no  lefs,  fince 
the  King,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Forces  were 
abroad.  Scarce  7000  regular  Troops  left  in  England ; 
and  fuch  as  were  in  the  /ntereft  of  King  James ,  almoft 
every  where  in  Motion,  and  waiting,  in  all  Appearance, 
for  nothing  but  the  Sight  of  a  French  Fleet  on  the 
Coaft,  to  take  up  Arms,  and  declare  againft  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Yet,  for  all  this,  our  Proceedings  were  very 
flow,  for  which,  various,  and  fome  fcarce  credible, 
Caufes  arc  affigned.  It  was  given  out,  that  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Fleet  was  difaffedled  ;  and  to  wipe  of  this 
Suggeftion,  it  was  thought  neceflary  that  an  Addrefs 
fhould  be  fent  up  from  the  Downs ,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done.  On  the  other  Hand,  it  was  late  before 
the  Dutch  fent  their  Fleet  to  Sea,  and  the  Engli/h  know¬ 
ing  that  nothing  of  Confequence  could  be  done,  ’till 
after  their  Junction,  were  the  lefs  follicitous  about  putt¬ 
ing  themfelves  in  Order,  ’till  they  heard  of  their  being 
»tSea  h. 

The 
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The  Conduct  of  the  French ,  in  the  mean  Time, 

'  was  of  quite  another  Kind  3  for  while  the  Squadron  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  was  gone  to  Ireland ,  Orders  were  given 
for  equipping  a  Fleet  of  fixty  Sail  at  Brejl ,  which  was 
to  put  to  Sea  by  the  End  of  May  :  this  they  actually 
did,  and  though  they  were  forced  by  contrary  Winds, 
to  put  back  again  to  that  Road,  yet  on  the  12th  of  June , 
they  put  to  Sea  in  three  Squadrons,  each  Squadron  be¬ 
ing  divided  into  three  Divifions.  Of  thefe,  the  White 
and  Blue  Squadron,  commanded  by  Count  d’EJlrees,  on 
board  the  Le  Grande ,  a  Ship  of  eighty-fix  Guns,  formed 
the  Vanguard,  confifling  of  twenty-fix  Men  of  War. 
'The  Main  Body  was  compofed  of  the  White  Squadron, 
commanded  by  the  Admiral  Count  Tourville,  in  The 
Royal  Sun ,  a  Ship  of  a  hundred  Guns  ;  this  Squadron 
confifled  likewife  of  twenty-fix  Sail  3  the  Blue  Squadron 
made  the  Rear-Guard,  commanded  by  Mr.  Dy Amfreville^ 
in  The  Magnificent ,  a  Ship  of  eighty  Guns,  and  this 
Squadron  confifled  but  of  twenty-five  Sail.  In  all,  there 
were  feventy-eight  Men  of  War,  twenty-two  Fire-Ships7 
and  the  whole  Fleet  carried  upwards  of  4,700  Pieces  of 
Cannon.  On  the  13th  of  June ,  they  fleered  for  the 
Englijh  Coafl,  and  on  the  20th,  found  themfelves  off 
the  Lizard .  The  next  Day,  the  Admiral  took  fome 
Englijh  Fifhing  Boats,  and  after  having  paid  the  People, 
who  were  onboard,  for  th^ir  Fifh,  he  fet  them  at  Li¬ 
berty  again  (and  thefe  were  the  Men  :  fuch  was  our 
Supinenefs !)  that  firfl  brought  Advice  of  the  Arrival  of 
the  French  Fleet  on  our  Coafl  3  while  ours  was  lying 
idle  and  fcarce  in  a  Condition  to  put  to  Sea,  as  Bifhop 
Burnet  very  juflly  obferves i. 

_ Our 
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Our  Admiral,  the  Earl  of  Torrington.  was  at  St» 
Helens ,  when  he  received  this  News  which  muft  have 
furprized  him  very  much,  fince  he  was  fo  far  from  ex¬ 
pecting  any  Account  of  this  Kind,  that  he  had  not  any 
Scouts  out  to  the  Weft  ward  k.  He  put  to  Sea,  however, 
with  fuch  Ships  as  he  had,  and  flood  to  the  South-Eaft, 
on  the  24th  of  June,  and  gave  Orders,  that  all  the 
Engltjh  and  Dutch  Ships  which  could  have  Notice, 
fhould  follow  him.  This  thews  how  much  he  was  con- 
fufed,  and  how  little  Notion  he  had  of  a  fpeedy  En¬ 
gagement}  and  indeed  it  was  impoflible  that  he  fhould 
have  framed  any  proper  Scheme  of  A&ion,  when  he 
had  no  certain  Account  of  the  Strength  of  the  French . 
In  the  Evening  he  was  joined  by  feveral  Ships,  and  the 
next  Morning  he  found  himfelf  within  Sight  of  the 
Enemy.  The  French  landed,  and  made  fome  Prifoners 
on  Shore,  and  by  them,  fent  a  Letter  from  Sir  William 
Jenings ,  an  Officer  in  the  Navy,  who  had  followed 
the  Fortunes  of  King  James ,  and  ferved  now  as  third 
Captain  on  board  The  Admiral ,  promifing  Pardon  to  all 
fuch  Captains,  as  would  now  adhere  to  that  Prince  L 
The  next  Day  our  Admiral  received  another  Reinforce¬ 
ment  of  feven  Dutch  Men  of  War,  under  the  Command 
of  Admiral  Evertzen  }  however,  the  Fleets  continued 
looking  upon  each  other  for  feveral  Days m.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  Earl  of  Torrington  A  id  not  think  himfelf  ftrong 

enough 


k  Ken  net,  p.  562.  Burnet,  p.  93.  Burchet,  Columna  Rof- 
trata.  Life  of  King  William.  1  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p. 

46.  See  likewife  a  Pamphlet  publilhed  about  that  Time,  en¬ 
titled,  The  late  Plot  on  the  Fleet  dete&ed,  with  the  Jacobites 
Memorial,  Sec.  London,  1690.  4to.  m  Kennet,  Burnet, 
Birchet,  Columna  Roftrata,  Life  of  King  William, 
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enough  to  venture  an  Engagement,  and  in  all  Probability 
the  reft  of  the  Admirals,  viz.  Ralph  Delaval ,  Efq;  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Red ;  Edward RuJJ'el ,  Efq  ;  Admiral  of  the 
Blue ;  Sir  John  Ajhby  Vice-Admiral  of  the  fame  Squadron  ; 
and  George  Rooke ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  were  of 
the  fame  Opinion  n.  Befides,  he  waited  for  Sir  Cloudejley 
Shovel,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  who  was  to  have  joined 
him  with  the  Plymouth  Squadron  and  fome  other  Ships0. 

His  whole  Strength,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
compute  it,  confifted  of  about  thirty-four  Men  of  War 
of  feveral  Sizes,  and  three  Dutch  Admirals  had  under 
their  Command,  twenty-two  large  Ships.  We  need  not 
wonder,  therefore,  that  feeing  himfelf  out-numbered  by 
above  twenty  Sail,  he  was  not  willing  to  risk  his  own 
Honour,  and  the  Nation’s  Safety,  upon  fuch  unequal 
Terms.  But,  The  Queen,  who  was  then  Regent,  having 
been  informed  that  her  Father’s  Adherents  intended  a 
general  Infurreft ion ,  and  that  if  the  French  Fleet  con¬ 
tinued  longer  on  the  Coaft,  this  would  certainly  take 
Effedt ;  thereupon,  by  Advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
fent  him  Orders  to  fight  at  all  Events,  in  order  to  force 
the  French  Fleet  to  withdraw p.  In  obedience  to  this 

Order, 


nt  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  634.  0  Burchet's  Memoirs,  p.  44. 

r  Bilhop  Kennet,  in  his  Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii. 
p.  562.  entertains  us  with  a  fuccind  Account  of  this  Jacobite 
Plot,  which  it  is  necefury  to  tranfcribe,  that  the  Reader  may 
have  fome  Conception  of  the  Reafons  which  induced  the  Queen 
and  her  Council,  to  fend  the  Admiral  Orders  to  fight.  **  It 
“  was  agreed,  fays  he,  that  while  Part  of  the  French  Fleet 
“  Ihould  bear  up  the  Thames,  the  Inhabitants  in  London,  who 
“  were  grown  very  bold  and  numerous,  by  the  flocking  of 
“  that  Party  from  all  Parts  of  the  Country  thither,  Ihould 
“  have  made  an  Infurredion,  and  have  feized  the  Queen  and 

“  her 
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Order,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  on  the  30th  of  June, 
the  Admiral  gave  a  Signal  for  drawing  into  a  Line,  and 
bore  down  upon  the  Enemy,  while  they  were  under 
Sail,  by  a  Wind  with  their  Heads  to  the  Northward  \ 

1 

The  Signal  for  Battel  was  made  about  Eight,  when 
the  French  braced  their  Head-Sails  to  their  Malls,  in 
order  to  lay  by.  The  Engagement  began  about  Nine, 
when  the  Dutch  Squadron,  which  made  the  Van  of 
the  united  Fleets,  fell  in  with  the  Van  of  the  French , 
and  put  them  into  fome  Diforder.  About  half  an  Hour 
after,  our  Blue  Squadron  engaged  their  Rear  very  warm¬ 
ly  ;  but  the  Red ,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Forcing - 
ion,  in  Perfon,  which  made  the  Centre  of  our  Fleet, 
could  not  come  up  till  about  Ten;  and  this  oceafioned  a 
great  Opening  between  them  and  the  Dutch.  The 
French ,  making  ufe  of  this  Advantage,  furrounded  the 
latter,  who  defended  themfelves  very  gallantly,  though 
they  fullered  extremely  from  fo  unequal  a  Difpute.  The 
Admiral  feeing  their  Diftrefs,  endeavoured  to  relieve 
them,  and  while  they  dropt  their  Anchors  (the  only 
Method  they  had  left  to  preferve  themfelves)  he  drove 

with 


Ce  her  chief  Minifters.  Then  certain  Perfons  were  to  have  ta- 
ken  upon  them  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  ’till  the 
Return  of  King  James,  who  was  to  leave  the  Command 
««  of  his  Army  to  his  Generals,  and  haflen  with  all  Speed  into 
England  :  the  other  Part  of  the  French  Fleet  having  joined 
“  their  Gallies,  was  to  have  landed  8000  Men  at  Torbay, 
“  with  Arms  for  a  greater  Number.  After  which,  the  Gallies 
a  and  Men  of  War  were  to  fail  into  the  Irifli  Sea,  to  hinder 
“  the  Return  of  King  William  and  his  Forces,  and  the  dif- 
“  contented  Scotch  were  to  have  revolted  at  the  fame  Time, 
“  in  feveral  Parts  of  that  Kingdom”. 

*  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  36.  Naval  HiHory,  p.  426, 
Ctlamna  Rollrata. 
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with  his  own  Ship,  and  feveral  others,  between  them 
and  the  Enemy  ;  and  in  that  Situation,  anchored  about 
five  in  the  Afternoon,  when  it  grew  calm  ;  but  perceiv¬ 
ing  how  much  the  Dutch  had  fuffered,  and  how  little 
Probability  there  was  of  regaining  any  thing  by  renew¬ 
ing  the  Fight,  he  weighed  about  Nine  at  Night,  and 
retired  Eaftward  with  the  Tide  of  Flood r. 

The  next  Day  it  was  refolvedin  a  Council  of  War, 
held  in  the  Afternoon,  to  endeavour  to  preferve  the 
Fleet,  by  retreating,  and  rather  to  deftroy  the  difabled 
Ships,  if  they  fhould  be  prefled  by  the  Enemy,  than  to 
hazard  another  Engagement,  by  endeavouring  to  protect 

them.  This  Refolution  was  executed  with  as  much 

\  • 

Succefs  as  could  be  expefted  ;  which,  however,  was 
chiefly  owing  to  want  of  Experience  in  the  French 
Admirals ;  for  by  not  anchoring  when  the  Englijh  did, 
they  were  driven  to  a  great  Diftance,  and  by  purfuing 
in  a  Line  of  Battel,  inftead  of  leaving  every  Ship  at 
Liberty  to  do  her  utmoft,  they  could  never  recover 
what  they  loft  by  their  firft  Miftake  s.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  all  this,  they  continued  their  Purfuit  as  far  as  Rye 
Bay,  and  forced  one  of  our  Men  of  War  of  feventy 
Guns,  called  Fhe  Anne ,  which  had  loft  all  her  Malts,  on 

Shore 


r  Thefe  Particulars  are  taken  from  a  very  authentick  Pam¬ 
phlet,  the  Title  of  which  runs  thus.  The  Account  g;ven  by 
Sir  John  Aftiby,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Rear-Admiral  Rooke,  to 
the  Lords  Commiflioners,  of  the  Engagement  at  Sea,  between, 
the  Engl  ilh,  Dutch  and  French  Fleets,  June  30,  1690.  With 
a  Journal  of  the  Fleet,  lince  their  Departure  from  St.  Helen’s 
to  their  Return  to  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore,  and  other  material 
Paflages  relating  to  the  faid  Engagement.  London,  Printed  for 
Randal  Taylor,  1691,  4to.  p.  32.  s  Burchet’s  Memoirs, 
p.  47.  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  427.  The  Fa£t  is  likcwife  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  Marquis  de  Quincy,  and  other  French  Writers. 
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Shore  near  Winchelfea ;  they  fent  in  two  Ships  to  burn 
her,  which  the  Captain  prevented,  by  fetting  Fire  to  her 
himfelf.  The  Body  of  the  French  Fleet  flood  in  and 
out  of  Bourne  and  Pemfey,  in  SuJJex ,  while  about  four- 
teen  of  their  Ships  anchored  near  the  Shore.  Some  of 
thefe  attempted  to  burn  a  Dutch  Ship  of  fixty-four  Guns, 
which  at  low  Water  lay  dry  ;  but  her  Commander  de¬ 
fended  her  fo  brifkly  every  high  Water,  that  they  were 

at  length  forced  to  defift,  and  the  Captain  carried  her  fafe 
into  Holland \ 

Our  Lofs  in  this  unlucky  Affair,  if  we  except  Re¬ 
putation,  was  not  fo  great  as  might  have  been  expedled  ; 
not  above  two  Ships,  two  Sea  Captains,  two  Captains 
of  Marines,  and  350  private  Men.  The  Dutch  were 
much  more  unfortunate,  becaufe  more  thoroughly  en¬ 
gaged.  Befides  three  Ships  funk  in  the  Fight,  they 
were  obliged  to  fet  Fire  to  three  more  that  were  ftranded 
on  the  Coaft  of  Suffex  ;  in  all,  fix  Ships  of  the  Line. 
They  loft  likewife  abundance  of  gallant  Officers,  par¬ 
ticularly  their  Rear-Admirals,  Dick  and  Brake! ,  and 
Captain  Nor  del ,  with  a  great  Number  of  inferior  Officers 
and  Seamen u.  Yet,  even  this  Misfortune  contributed  to 
raife  their  Reputation  at  Sea,  fince,  as  foon  as  the  States 
received  the  News  of  it,  they  ordered  fourteen  Men  of 
War  to  be  built  and  put  to  Sea  in  as  many  Days;  which, 
as  my  Author  fays,  may  feem  incredible  to  fuch  as  are 

unacquainted 

1  , 


t  Burchct’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  427.  I  have  been  at  fome 
Pains  to  difcover  the  Name  of  this  Ship,  and  of  its  gallant 
Captain.  The  former  I  find  to  have  been  Demaes,  and  the 
latter  Cuouvient.  As  I  have  my  Information  from  a  French 
Man,  I  doubt  whether  the  Names  are  fpelt  right.  u  Kennet, 
Burnet,  Burchet,  Columna  Roftrata,  Life  of  King  William. 
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unacquainted  with  the  Power  of  the  Dutchy  and  what 
they  are  able  to  do  upon  extraordinary  Occafions 

We  need  not  wonder,  that  a  Victory  gained  by  the 
French  Fleet  over  the  joint  Forces  of  the  Maritime 
Powers,  ihould  extremely  exalt  the  Writers  of  that  Na¬ 
tion,  who  are  fo  apt  to  run  out  into  extravagant  Flights 
of  Panygyrick  on  much  llighter  Occafions.  The  Mar- 
quifs  de  §)uincy  tells  us,  that  the  Dutch  fought  with 
all  imaginable  Bravery,  and  tacitly  acknowledges,  that 
they  owed  their  Misfortune  to  their  being  furrounded 
by  French  Ships.  He  likewife  owns,  that  fuch  of  the 
EngJiJh  Ships  as  engaged,  fought  very  well ;  and  that 
the  Admiral  endeavoured  to  fuccour  the  Dutch ,  though 
he  did  it  with  much  Caution.  But  then,  to  enhance  the 
Vidiory  as  much  as  poffible,  he  afferts,  that  the  united 
Fleets  were,  at  lead,  equal  in  Force  to  the  Navy  of 
France ,  though  they  had  fewer  Ships x.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  he  is  certainly  miftaken,  as  I  (hall  convince  the 
Reader  by  undeniable  Evidence.  The  Dutch  Squadron 
confilled  of  twenty-two  large  Ships,  and  was  by'  much, 
the  moil  formidable  of  the  whole  Fleet,  and  yet  that 
Squadron  carried  but  1,360  Guns  ;  whereas  the>weakeft 
of  the  French  Squadron  carried  1,526  ;  and  if  we  fhould 
fuppofe  the  united  Fleet  to  have  confided  of  Ships  of 
the  like  Force  with  the  Dutch ,  which  it  is  certain  they 
were  not,  it  would  then  have  carried  3,462  Guns;  where¬ 
as  the  French  Fleet,  according  to  this  Writer’s  own  Ac¬ 
count,  carried  4,702  y.  This  is  fufficient  to  fhew  how 

little 


w  Memoires  Hidoriques,  p.  14.  x  Hidoire  Militaire, 
tom.  ii.  p.  330.  y  Thefe  Computations,  fo  far  as  they 

regard  the  French,  I  have  taken  from  theMarquifs  de  Quincy’s 

own 
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litttle  Dependance  can  be  had  even  on  the  Accounts  of 
the  faireft  French  Authors.  Father  Daniel  has  given  us 
two  Relations  of  this  Engagement  full  of  Exaggerations2. 
He  tells  us,  that  feventeen  Englijh  and  Dutch  Ships  be¬ 
ing  difabled,  ran  afhore,  and  were  burnt  by  their  own 
Crew ;  whereas,  in  Truth,  inftead  of  the  feventeen, 
there  were  but  feven.  He  likewife  magnifies  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  the  Count  de  Fourville ,  who  would,  as  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  have  entirely  deftroyed  the  Enemy,  if  they 
had  not  had  the  Advantage  of  the  Wind  and  Tide.  In 
the  Battel  indeed,  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  had  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Wind ;  but  in  their  Retreat,  the  Wind 
was  equally  favourable  to  the  French  ;  and  as  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  Tide,  it  was  owing  to  their  fuperior 

s 

Skill  in  the  Management  of  their  Velfels ;  and  Bifhop 
Burnet  very  rightly  obferves,  that  amongft  the  beftjudges, 
the  Count  de  Fourville  was  almoft  as  much  blamed  for 
not  making  Ufe  of  his  Vidtory,  as  the  Earl  of  For  ring- 
ton  was,  on  Account  of  his  Defeat a. 

After 


own  Book1;  but  as  to  the  Dutch  Squadron,  I  did  not  think  it 
fair  to  make  ufe  of  the  Lilt  he  has  given  us,  becaufe  I  had  a 
more  authentic  Account ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  Dutch 
Squadron  was  larger  by  two  Ships,  and  carried  more  Guns  than 
the  Marquis  de  Quincy  has  fet  down. 

2  We  have  this  Account  firft  in  his  Hiftoire  de  Milice  Fran¬ 
cis,  Tom.  ii.  p.491.  With  the  Addition  of  a  Fadt  alto¬ 
gether  groundlefs,  viz.  That  the  French  Fleet  after  their 
Vidtory,  took  a  vaft  Number  of  Merchant-Ships.  He  relates 
the  fame  Affair  more  at  large  in  his  Hilfoire  de  France,  tom.  x. 
In  the  Hiftorical  Journal  of  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  p.  155. 
where  he  repeats  the  fame  Tale  of  their  taking  an  infinite 
Number  of  Ships.  a  As  this  Prelate  converfed  with 

all  the  great  Men  of  that  Time,  what  he  reports,  in  fuch  Cafes 
as  this,  deferves  more  Credit  than  any  of  his  own  Re- 
iledlions. 
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After  the  Engagement,  our  Fleet  retreated  towards 
the  River  of  1 Thames ,  and  the  Earl  of  Torrington  going 
on  Shore,  left  the  Command  to  Sir  John  AJhhy ;  but 
firft  gave  Orders  to  Captain  Monck  of  The  Phenix ,  to¬ 
gether  with  four  more  fifth  Rates,  and  four  Firefhips,  to 
anchor  above  the  Narrow  of  the  Middle-Grounds,  and 
to  appoint  two  of  the  Frigates  to  ride,  one  at  the  Buoy 
of  the  Spits,  the  other,  at  the  lower  End  of  the  Middle; 
and  to  take  away  the  Buoys,  and  immediately  retreat, 
if  the  Enemy  approached  ;  or,  if  they  prefled  yet  farther 
on  him,  he  was  ordered  in  like  Manner  to  take  away 
the  Buoys  near  him,  and  to  do  what  Service  he  could 
again  ft  them  with  the  Fire-Ships ;  but  ftili  to  retire,  and 
make  the  proper  Signals  in  fuch  Cafe.  On  the  8th,  the 
French  Fleet  flood  towards  their  own  Coaft,  but  were 
feen  the  27th  following,  off  of  the  Berry-Head ,  a  little 
to  the  Eaftward  of  Dartmouth ,  and  then  the  Wind  ta¬ 
king  them  fhort,  they  put  into  Torbay.  There  they 
lay  not  long,  for  they  were  difcovered  the  29th  near  Ply¬ 
mouth,  at  which  Place  the  neceffary  Preparations  were 
made  by  Platforms,  and  other  Works,  to  give  them  a 
warm  Reception.  The  5th  of  Auguft  they  appeared 
again,  off  of  th $  Ram- Head,  in  Number  between  fixty 
and  feventy,  when  Handing  Weft'ward,  they  were  no 
more  feen  in  the  Channel  this  Year b. 

♦ 

The  Nation,  all  this  Time,  was  in  the  utmofl: 
Confufion,  from  the  Apprehenfion  of  a  Defcent  to  be 
made  by  the  French ,  in  Support  of  an  InfurredVon  by 
the  Friends  of  King  James.  The  City  of  London 
Vol.  III.  D  fhewed 


b  See  Kennet,  Burchet,  Burnet,  Coiumna  Roftrata,  as  te- 
fore  cited. 
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fhewed  uncommon  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  not  only  railing  their  Militia,  confifting  of 
about  9000  Men,  but  offering  to  add  to  thefe,  fix  Auxi¬ 
liary  Regiments,  a  Regiment  of  Horfe,  and  two  of 
Dragoons,  to  be  maintained  at  their  own  Expence,  fo 
long  as  they  fhould  be  neceffary.  The  Tinners  in  Corn - 
wall,  alfo,  offered  to  rife ;  and  Addreffes  of  the  fame 
Nature  came  from  other  Parts,  which  were  very  gra- 
cioufly  received  by  Queen  Mary ;  though  (he  did  not 
think  fit  to  make  ufe  of  the  propofed  Succours.  She 
thought,  or  at  leaft  was  advifed  by  her  Council,  that  it 
would  be  more  effectual  to  feize  fuch  Perfons  of  Di- 
ftin&ion,  as  were  known  to  be  in  her  Father’s  Intereftc. 
This,  it  is  fuppofed,  had  the  defired  EffeCt ;  and  induced 
the  French ,  when  they  faw  themfelves  difappointed  in 
their  Expectations  of  finding  Numbers  ready  to  take 
Arms  on  their  firft  Appearance,  to  attempt  little  or  no¬ 
thing  to  our  Prejudice,  except  it  was  the  burning  of 
Tinmouth ,  and  three  inconfiderable  Veffels  there;  which 
however,  fome  French  Hiltorians  have  reprefented  as  a 
glorious  Enterprize;  and,  to  make  their  Tale  hang  the 
better  together,  have  eredted  Fortifications,  that  were 
never  feen ;  talk  of  an  obllinate  Refiftance,  that  was 
never  made  ;  and  have  converted  three  Fifhing-Smacks 
into  four  Men  of  War,  and  eight  Merchant-Ships  rich¬ 
ly  laden d.  The  Malecontents,  however,  gave  quite  a- 

nother 


c  Kenner’s  Complcat  HiHoiy,  vol.  iii.  p.  519*  This 

Story  of  attacking  Tinmouth,  and  the  great  1  kings  perform¬ 
ed  there,  vve  find  both  in  Quincy,  and  Father  Daniel,  lo  that 
very  probably  the  Tale  was  forged  on  board  the  Fleet  ;  for 
that  it  was  a  Forgery,  no  Man  can  doubt,  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  Town  and  Port  of  Tinmouth  in  Devonfhire,  and  the 
inconfiderable  Trade  carried  on  there. 


— ^  •-  r  *1* 
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another  Turn  to  the  Inactivity  of  the  French  Fleet  : 
They  faid,  that  the  French  King,  as  an  Ally  to 
James  II.  would  not  hurt  his  Country,  or  plunder  it's 
Inhabitants.  Over  and  above  thefe  Precautions,  the 
Queen  took  another,  which  was  fending  over  Mr.  Har¬ 
bor d  to  the  States-General ,  to  inform  them  how  much 
iher  Majefty  was  concerned  at  the  Misfortune  that  had 
befallen  their  Squadron  in  the  late  Engagement,  and  at 
their  not  having  been  feconded  as  they  ought  to  have 
been.  He  was  likewife  to  inform  them,  that  the  Queen 
had  given  Orders  for  refitting  the  Dutch  Ships  that  were 
difabled,  at  the  Nation’s  Expence ;  and  had  further  di¬ 
rected,  that  all  poffible  Care  fhould  be  taken  of  the  lick 
and  wounded  Seamen  ;  and  that  a  Bounty  fhould  be  giv¬ 
en  to  the  Widows  of  fuch  as  had  fallen  in  the  ACtion* 
He  was  likewife  inftru&ed  to  acquaint  the  States ,  that 
twelve  large  Ships  were  fitting  out  here  to  join  the  Fleet ; 
and  to  defire,  that  their  High  Mightinefles  would  direCt 
a  proportionable  Reinforcement ;  which  they  according¬ 
ly  did  e. 

D  2  As 
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e  That  the  Reader  may  the  better  apprehend  the  Reafons 
which  induced  her  Majeily  to  apply  in  this  Manner  to  the 
Dutch,  it  will  be  proper  to  lay  before  him  an  Extract  from 
Rear-Admiral  Evertfen’s  Letter,  in  which  he  gives  an  Account 
of  the  Fight. 

The  fourth  of  this  Month,  he  joined  the  Englilh  and 
if  Dutch  Fleets,  riding  near  the  Ifie  of  Wight,  with  three 
“  Men  of  War  :  There  he  underftood  that  the  French  Fleet 
had  been  defcryed,  riding  in  feveral  Places,  to  the  Number 
of  eighty-two  Men  of  War  great  and  fmall  :  Thereupon, 
it  was  refolved  that  they  fhould  weigh  Anchor,  with  a 
Refolution  to  find  them  out,  and  obferve  their  Motion. 
Before  the  Arrival  of  Admiral  Evertfon,  it  was  agreed 
“  between  the  two  Nations,  that  the  Hollanders  fhould  have 
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As  foon  as  the  Earl  of  "Torrington  came  to  Town* 
he  was  examined  before  the  Council ;  where  he  juftified 
himfelf  with  great  Prefence  of  Mind:  He  faid,  there  were 
two  Things  to  be  principally  confidered  ;  the  Lofs  that 
had  been  fuftained  in  the  Fight,  and  the  Motives  which 
had  induced  him  to  retreat.  The  firft,  he  alledged,  was 

owing 


“  the  Vanguard  ;  which  was  in  Appearance  to  do  them  Honour, 
**  but  at  the  bottom,  to  conceal  Torrington’s  Defigns.  After 
t(  they  had  been  under  Sail  about  two  or  three  Hours,  they 
“  were  obliged  by  Foggs  and  bad  Weather,  to  come  to  an 
“  Anchor  ;  but  foon  after,  they  perceiv’d  the  French  Fleet  to 
“  bear  up  towards  them,  with  the  Wind  at  Eaft.  Immediately 
**  they  weighed  Anchor,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  the  Weather- 
“  Gage,  which  they  did  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  Torrington 
“  gave  the  Signal  for  the  firft  Squadron  to  engage;  but  the 
“  French  thought  fit  to  retire.  The  6th,  Sth,  and  9th, 

“  the  two  Fleets  were  always  in  view  of  each  other,  but  in 
“  regard  the  French  Fleet  was  much  the  Stronger,  both  for 
Number  and  Bignefs  of  Ships,  it  was  judged  moft  proper 
“  not  to  fight  in  the  open  Sea  ;  and  Torrington  did  his  Part 
il  lo  well,  that  he  avoided  engaging  ’till  he  was  come  off 

*c  Beacby  Head,  which  was  favourable  for  his  purpofe  :  And 

**  there  it  was,  that  he  received  the  Queen’s  Orders  not  to 
**  delay  engaging,  if  the  Wind  and  the  Weather  would  permit; 
“  which  was  the  Reafon,  that  upon  the  10th,  by  Day-break, 
“  vve  went  to  feek  the  Enemy,  who  expe&ed  us  in  order  of 
“  Battel ;  and  fo  by  nine  o’Clock,  the  Engagement  began, 
**  between  the  Blue  Squadron  of  the  French,  and  the  Vanguard 
4(  of  the  Dutch  ;  and  both  Sides  fired  defperately  for  three 
u  Hours  together,  ’till  the  French  Squadron  nor  liking  their 
**  Entertainment,  bore  away  with  all  the  Tack  they  could 
<«  make  :  But  about  one  there  happened  a  Calm,  which  not 
“  only  prevented  the  Hollander’s  Purfuit,  but  put  them  into  a 
“  little  Diforder ;  upon  which  the  French  (whom  the  fame  Calm 
<<  hindered  from  getting  away)  were  conftrained  to  begin  the 
“  Fight  again,  which  lafted  ’till  five  o’Clock  in  the  Evening, 
with  an  incredible  Fury.  As  for  what  concerns  theEnglifh, 
*(  moll  certainly,  unlefs  it  were  fome  few  VefTels  that  fought 
«  againft  Torrington’s  Order,  the  reft  did  nothing  at  all  :  fo 
*t  that  the  main  Body  of  the  French  fell  into  the  Rear  of 
«  the  Dutch  Fleet ;  and  having  fought  from  Morning  till 

“  Evening,  and  defended  themfelves  fo  long  againft  fuch  a 

“  prodigious 
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owing  to  the  ill-grounded  Contempt  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  Officers  had  of  the  Behaviour  of  the  French  at 
Sea;  and  as  to  the  latter,  he  affirmed,  that  he  had  afted 
according  to  the  Rules  of  Prudence,  by  which  he  had 
faved  the  Fleet ;  and  that  he  had  much  rather  his  Re¬ 
putation  fhould  fuffer  for  a  Time,  than  his  Country 
undergo  a  Lofs,  which  {he  might  never  be  able  to  re¬ 
pair.  The  Council,  however,  thought  proper  to  com¬ 
mit  his  Lordfhip  to  the  Tower ;  and  that  they  might 
{till  the  Clamours  of  the  Crowd,  and  give  fome  Satis¬ 
faction  to  the  Dutch)  they  directed  a  Committee  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Sheer nefS)  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  Enquiry 
into  the  real  Caufes  of  this  Difafterf. 

The  Fleet  was  now  put  under  the  Command  of 
Sir  Richard  Haddock ,  Vice-Admiral  Killegrewy  and  Sir 
John  AJhby ,  who  had  Orders  to  put  it  into  the  belt  Con¬ 
dition  polfible ;  which  they  executed  with  great  Dili¬ 
gence,  and  by  the  latter  End  of  Auguft ,  had  forty-one 
Ships  of  the  Line  under  their  Command,  exclufive  of 

D  3  the 


1,4  prodigious  Number  of  the  Enemy  that  affiiled  them  on 
“  every  Side,  they  were  fo  battered,  that  hardly  three  were 
“  capable  of  making  any  Defence  ;  which  conftrained  them  to 
“  make  their  Way  through  the  French  Fleet ;  and  bear  away 
to  the  Coaft  of  England,  between  Beachy  and  Ferley, 
Admiral  Frachel,  Jean  Dick,  and  Captain  Northey,  were 
“  Fain.  The  Frizland  having  loft  all  her  Mafts,  and  not  being 
to  oe  towed  off,  by  reafon  oi  the  Calm,  was  taken  towards 
ii  the  End  of  the  Fight.  Admiral  Evcrtfen  gave  this  Teiti- 
“  mony  of  all  the  Dutch  Officers  and  Soldiers  :  That  there 
“  was  not  one  that  did  not  exa&Iy  perform  his  Duty.  In 
44  fhort,  it  has  not  been  heard  that  ever  twenty-two  Ships  fought 
41  fo  long  againft  eighty -two,  of  which  feventeen  carried  ^no 
44  leafs  than  fome  eighty,  and  fome  a  hundred  Gnns.” 

JKennet,  Burchet,  Burnet,  and  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  mentioned  in  the  Text. 
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th e  Dutch:  Yet,  inSpightof  all  their  Activity,  it  was 
very  late  in  the  Year,  before  they  were  able  to  under¬ 
take  any  effectual  Service  ;  and  by  that  Time,  it  was 
neceffary  to  lay  up  the  larger  Ships,  the  Remainder 
being  found  fufficient  for  the  Embarkation  of  a  Body 
of  Troops,  under  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Marl¬ 
borough,  whofe  Winter-Expedition  fhall  be  taken  No¬ 
tice  of  in  it’s  proper  Place.  In  the  mean  Time,  let  us 
return  to  the  Proceedings  of  Sir  CloudeJJey  Shovel ,  with 
the  Squadron  under  his  Command,  which  we  left, 
with  that  of  Vice-Admiral  Killegrew ,  in  Plymouth- 
Sound  g. 

On  the  21ft  of  July,  Rear  -  Admiral  Shovel  received 
Orders  to  proceed  with  the  Ships  under  his  Command 
for  Kinfale ,  to  intercept  fome  French  Frigates,  that 
were  faid  to  be  on  that  Coaft.  Arriving  at  Waterford - 
Rivet,  with  Intention  to  execute  this  Commiflion,  he 
received  the  agreeable  News  of  General  Kirke9 s  having 
made  himfelf  Mailer  of  the  Town  of  Waterford ;  but 
was  at  the  fame  time  informed,  that  Duncannon  Caftle- 
which  by  it’s  Situation  commanded  the  River,  ftil^ 
held  out;  and  that  the  General,  for  want  of  Cannon, 
was  not  likely  to  take  it.  Upon  this,  confidering  the 
Importance  of  the  Place,  and  that  no  Ufe  could  be  made 
in  the  Port  of  Waterford,  while  it  remained  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Enemy,  he  fent  the  General  Word,  on 
the  27th  of  July,  that  he  was  ready  to  afM  him,  by 
fending  fome  Frigates  up  the  River,  and  landing  all 
the  Men  he  could  fpare  out  of  his  Squadron,  under  the 

Protection  of  their  Guns.  Accordingly  the  next  Day 

he 


g  See  Burchet's  Naval  Memoirs,  p.  5?. 
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he  fent  in  The  Experiment  and  The  Greyhound ,  two 
fmall  Ships,  to  batter  their  Caftle ;  and  under  their  Fire, 
landed  between  6  and  700  Men  ;  all  the  Boats  of  the 
Fleet  being  employed  in  this  Service.  The  Caille  all 
this  Time  thundered  upon  them,  though  to  little  Pur- 
pole }  but  when  once  General  Bourk ,  who  commanded 
there,  faw  the  Men  landed,  he  thought  fit  to  capitu¬ 
late  ;  and  marched  out  of  the  Caftle,  with  250  Men, 
with  their  Arms  and  Baggage ;  leaving  to  the  Engli[h 
the  Fortrefs,  which  was  furnifhed  with  forty-two  Pieces 
'of  Cannon,  a  noble  Reward  for  one  Day's  hard 
Duty b ! 

After  this-  happy  Succefs,  the  Rear  -  Admiral 
failed  for  Limerick  ;  where  he  was  informed,  the  French 
had  a  confiderable  Number  of  Ships  ;  but  finding  foon 
after,  that  the  Enemy  was  retired,  and  that  his  own 
Squadron  began  to  be  in  want  of  Provifions,  and  Sea- 
Stores,  he  came  thereupon  to  a  Refolution  of  retiring 
to  Plymouth ,  where  he  received  a  confiderable  Reinforce¬ 
ment,  with  Orders  to  proceed  in  Queft  of  the  Enemy, 
But  thefe  Orders,  which  came  from  the  Lords  of  the 
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h  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  432.  But  there  the  Author 
has  committed  a  very  extraordinary  Miftake  ;  for,  inftead  of 
Waterford,  he  mentions  Kinfale,  as  the  City  annoyed  by 
Duncan  non -Caftle  :  now  that  this  was  really  an  Effedt  of  want 
of  Care,  and  not  an  Error  in  Tranfcribing,  appears  by 
comparing  his  Naval  Hiftory  with  its  Index,  and  with  his 
Naval  Memoirs,  p.  ^9.  Where  the  Source  of  this  Error  is 
feen  ;  for  there  he  fays,  that  Sir  Cloudeftey  Shovel  being  or¬ 
dered  to  proceed  to  Kinfale,  received  Intelligence,  when  he 
was  near  the  River  of  Waterford,  that  the  Town  had  furrender- 
ed  two  or  three  Days ;  that  is,  the  Town  of  Waterford  :  but 
in  his  Hiftory,  he  has  put  in,  The  Town  of  Kinfale  was 
furrendered,  as  if  that  Town  had  flood  on  the  River  of 
Waterford, 
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Admiralty ,  were,  on  the  iSth  of  September ,  counter¬ 
manded,  by  a  freih  Order  from  the  King,  diredling 
him  to  detach  ten  Ships  into  the  Soundings^  for  the  Pro* 
teclion  of  the  Trade,  and  to  tail  with  the  reft  for  the 
Downs ;  which  he  accordingly  did 

After  the  railing  the  Siege  of  Limerick ,  King 
William  returned  into  England ;  where,  in  a  Council 
held  on  the  Affairs  of  Ir eland ,  which  were  ftill  in  a 
very  precarious  Condition,  many  of  the  great  Cities, 
and  moft  of  the  convenient  Ports,  being  ftill  held  for  King 
"James ,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  propofed  a  Plan  for 
the  immediate  Redudlion  of  that  Iiland  :  He  obferved, 
that  our  Fleet  was  now  at  Sea,  and  that  of  the  French 
returned  to  Brejl ;  in  which  Situation,  therefore* 
there  was  nothing  to  be  feared  in  relation  to  Defcents. 
He  further  remarked,  that  there  were  5000  Land-For¬ 
ces  lying  idle  in  England ,  which  might  be  embarked 
on  Board  the  Fleet,  even  in  this  late  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  and  perform  confiderable  Service.  The  King 
readily  accepted  this  Offer,  gave  the  Command  of  the 
Troops  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough ,  and  fent  Orders 
to  the  Admirals,  to  fend  the  great  Ships  about  to  Chat¬ 
ham 5  and  to  take  on  Board  the  Remainder  of  the  Fleet, 
the  Forces  ordered  for  this  Service  k. 

The  Admirals  hoifted  their  Flag  on  Board  The 
Kent ,  a  third  Rate ;  and  having  embarked  the  Troops 

with  all  imaginable  Expedition,  arrived  with  them  be- 

> 

fore  the  Harbour  of  Cor  he  ^  on  the  2ift  of  September ,  in 

the 


1  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63.  Kennet,  Old- 
ttdxon,  See.  k  Kenner,  Burnet’s  Hillory  of  his  own  Times. 
Life  of  the  Duke  of  MarlLorough  and  Prince  Eugene.  Hiilory 
vi  the  War  in  Ireland. 
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the  Afternoon.  The  next  Day  they  attempted  to  en. 
ter,  but  were  for  fome  Time  prevented  by  the  Fire 
of  a  fmall  Battery  of  Guns ;  from  which,  however, 
the  Irijh  were  foon  driven,  by  two  or  three  Boats  full 
of  brave  Fellows,  and  then  the  whole  Fleet  got  into  the 
Harbour  without  Interruption,  On  the  23d  the  Forces 
were  landed,  and  joined  a  Body  of  between  3  and  4000 
Men,  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
lerg  j  who,  by  an  ill- tim’d  Difpute  about  the  Com-* 
mand,  had  like  to  have  ruined  the  whole  Expedition. 
The  Earl  of  Marlborough ,  as  the  elder  Lieutenant- 
General,  and  commanding  the  Troops  that  were  Prin¬ 
cipals,  had,  according  to  all  the  Rules  of  War,  a  Right 
to  it ;  but  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  infilled  on  his  being 
a  Prince,  which,  at  laft,  however,  he  was  content 
to  wave,  and  to  agree  they  fhould  command  alternate¬ 
ly.  The  City  of  Corke  was  very  well  fortified,  and 
had  in  it  a  Body  of  4000  Men  :  But  the  Earl  of  Marl¬ 
borough  having  obferved  that  the  Place  was  command¬ 
ed  by  an  adjacent  Hill,  he  ordered  a  Battery  to  be  erect¬ 
ed  there  on  the  24th,  which  was  performed  with 
great  Expedition  by  5  or  60c  Seamen,  Carpenters, 
and  after  playing  on  the  Town  for  a  few  Hours,  made 
fo  confiderable  a  Breach,  that  on  the  25th  the  Generals 
refolved  to  attack  it ;  in  which  they  were  aflifted  by  ten 
Pinnaces,  manned  by  Seamen,  well  armed  with  Hand- 
Granadoes  from  the  Fleet.  The  Befieged  were  fo  ter¬ 
rified  at  this,  that  it  was  eafily  difcerned  the  Siege  would 
not  continue  long ;  and  indeed  the  Irijh  inftantly  capi¬ 
tulated  K  But  the  very  next  Day  the  Fleet  received 

Orders 

1  We  have  a  very  fair  Account  of  this  Matter,  both  in 
Burnet’s  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  and  in  Bilhop  Rennet’s 

Compleat 


*  , 
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Orders  to  retire,  which  they  did,  leaving  a  Squadron 
under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton ,  to  aflift 
the  General :  But  that  brave  Nobleman  having  received 
a  Wound  in  the  Shoulder  in  the  Attac  beforementioned, 
died  within  a  few  Days,  when  the  Command  devolved 
upon  Captain  Matthew  Tenant^  who  was  blown  up 
in  The  Breda  in  Corke- Harbour ;  and  then  it  fell  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Crofts ,  who  attended  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  till 
after  the  Reduction  of  Kinfale ,  as  well  as  Corke ,  which 
furrendered  on  the  15th  of  October ^  and  then  brought 
over  the  viftorious  General,  who  was  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  at  Kenfmgton ,  on  the  28th  of  that  Month,  after 
having  atchieved  in  a  very  few  Weeks,  more  than  all 
the  foreign  Generals  had  been  able  to  do  fince  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  War  in  Ireland 

The 


Compleat  Hiflory  :  Yet  neither  of  thefe  Prelates  were  enough 
Maher  of  the  Subject,  to  give  their  Readers  a  proper  Idea 
of  this  extraordinary  Affair.  The  Earl  of  Marlborough’s 
Expedition,  all  Circumftances  confidered,  was,  beyond  Com¬ 
panion,  the  moll  fuccefsful  Undertaking  in  the  whole  Reign 
of  King  William  ;  and  even  the  Reduction  of  Corke,  was  fuch 
a  Mark  of  Penetration,  as  King  William  never  forgot ;  fince 
it  depended  entirely  on  his  Lordfhip’s  confidering  the  Situ¬ 
ation  of  the  Place,  and  obferving  that  all  the  Pains  taken  in 
fortifying  it,  were  thrown  away.  If  King  James’s  French 
Generals  had  underflood  as  much,  they  would  not  have  put 
4000  Men,  and  fome  of  their  heft  Officers  into  fuch  a  Place  ; 
and  on  the  other  Eland,  if  King  William’s  foreign  Officers  had 
joined  the  Light  of  Genius  to  the  Knowledge  they  had  ac¬ 
quired  by  Experience,  they  would  not  have  informed  the  King 
as  they  did.  That  the  Place  could  not  be  taken  in  lefs  than  fix 
Weeks. 

m  BurchePs  Memoirs,  p.  56,  ^7,  Hiftorical  and  Po¬ 

litical  Mercury,  for  the  Month  of  November,  1690,  wherein 
there  is  an  excellent  Account  of  this  Expedition,  and  very  ju¬ 
dicious  Remarks  on  its  Ccnfequcnces, 
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The  Fleet  arrived  in  the  Downs  on  the  8th  of 
Oftober,  bringing  over  with  them,  by  the  Earl  of  Marl¬ 
borough's  Defire,  the  Governor  of  Corke ,  and  feveral 
Perfons  of  Quality,  who  were  made  Prifoners  when 
that  City  was  taken.  There  the  Admirals  received  Or¬ 
ders  to  divide  the  Fleet  for  feveral  Services,  and  leave 
only  a  ftrong  Squadron  in  the  Downs ,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  who  cruized  the  remain¬ 
ing  Part  of  the  Year  in  the  Soundings ,  without  any 
Succefs  remarkable  enough  to  deferve  Notice,  except  that 
The  Deptford  and  Crown ,  two  fmall  Ships,  took  a  fmall 
French  Man  of  War,  called  The  Fripon ,  commanded 
by  Captain  St.  Marca ,  one  of  the  brifkeft  Officers  in 
the  French  Service.  She  carried  but  eighteen  Guns, 
and  ten  Pattereroes,  and  yet  but  a  little  before  fhe  had  en¬ 
gaged  four  Dutch  Privateers,  whom  (he  obliged  to  fheer 
off,  though  with  the  Lofs  of  thirty  Men  killed  and 
wounded  :  yet  now  fhe  fought  till  her  Captain  and 
Lieutenants  were  defperately  wounded,  and  her  Mailer 
killed  ;  nor  did  fhe  yield  at  laft,  till  her  Main-Mail  was 
fhot  away  by  The  Crown ,  and  fhe  boarded  by  the  Crew 
of  that  Ship.  When  the  Rear-Admiral  had  ended  his 
Cruize,  he  fent  fome  of  his  Ships  to  the  Coails  of  Ire - 
land ,  and  others  into  the  Soundings ,  and  returned  with  the 
reft  into  the  Downs n  \  and  thus  ended  the  Operations 
of  this  Year. 

W  e  ought  now  to  proceed  to  the  Wejl  -  Indies , 
where,  within  the  Compafs  of  this  Year,  there  paffed 
many  Things  worthy  of  Notice  ;  but,  as  the  critical 

Obfervation 


n  Burchet,  Kennet,  Burnet,  Columna  Roftrata,  Life  of 
King  William,  &c. 
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Obfervation  of  Time,  in  this  Cafe,  would  neceflarily 
occafion  a  great  deal  of  Perplexity  in  the  Narration,  and 
force  us  to  confider  it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  mull  ren¬ 
der  it  very  obfcure,  as  well  as  very  ineonnected ;  we 
ihall  therefore  refer  the  Hiftory  of  the  Naval  Tranf- 
adtions  there,  to  that  Period  in  which  they  were  com- 
pleated,  and  fo  take  the  Whole  together,  uniting  the 
Cii  cum  (lances  of  the  feveral  Expeditions  in  as  clear  and 
fuccindl  a  Manner,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Subjedt  will 
allow.  In  the  mean  Time,  let  us  return  to  the  En¬ 
quiry  made  this  Winter  into  the  Condudt  of  the  Earl 
of  Tomngton ;  which  was  a  Point  that  exercifed  the 
Thoughts  of  the  Minitlry,  and  of  both  the  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  Tongues  of  the  People. 

The  King,  upon  his  Return  from  Ireland,  exprefled 
great  Concern  as  to  this  Affair  j  the  Honour  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  was  in  fome  Meafure  affected,  the  common  Cry 
was  very  ftrong  againft  the  Earl,  and  the  Queen  had 
engaged  her  Promife  ro  the  Dutch,  that  his  Conduct 
Ihould  undergo  a  ftridt  Examination.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Earl  had  been  very  inftrumental  in  the  Re¬ 
volution,  had  great  Alliances  among  the  Nobility,  and 
had  found  a  Method  of  perfuading  many,  that  inftead 
of  being  called  to  an  Account  for  any  real  Errors  in  his 
Condudt,  he  was  in  Danger  of  being  facrificed  to  the 
Refentment  of  Foreigners,  merely  for  preferving  the 
Englijh  Fleet.  The  great  Difficulty  lay  in  the  Manner  of 
bringing  him  to  a  Trial :  the  King  wasrefolved  it  Ihould 
be  by  a  Court-Martial  ;  the  Friends  of  the  Earl  main¬ 
tained  that  he  ought  to  be  tried  by  his  Peers.  A  Doubt 
was  likewife  darted,  as  to  the  Power  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty ;  for  though  it  was  allowed,  that  the 

Lord 
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Lord  High  Admiral  of  England  might  have  ifliied  a 
Commiffion  for  trying  him,  yet  it  was  queftioned,  whe¬ 
ther  any  fuch  Authority  was  lodged  in  the  Commiffi- 
oners  of  the  Admiralty  or  not ;  and  though  fome  great 
Lawyers  gave  their  Opinion  in  the  Affirmative,  yet  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  fettle  fo  important  a  Point  by 
Authority  of  Parliament  °.  > 

In  order  to  obviate  this  Difficulty,  a  new  Law  was 
made,  declarative  of  the  Power  of  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty  p  ;  and  immediately  after  the  paffing 
of  this,  thefe  Commiffioners  dire&ed  a  Court-Martial 
to  beheld  for  the  Trial  of  the  Earl,  who  was  then  fick 
in  the  Tower.  On  the  ioth  of  December  this  Court- 
Martial  met  on  Board  the  Kent  Frigate ,  at  Sheernefs , 
Sir  Ralph  Delaval ,  who  had  adled  as  Vice-Admiral  of 
the  Blue  in  the  Engagement,  being  Prefident,  and  all 
the  Members  of  the  Court,  fuch  as  were  believed  to  be 

abfolutely 


0  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon.  Yet  this  Account  is  chiefly 
taken  from  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  and  fome  Manufcript 
Memoirs  of  thofe  Times,  of  which  I  fhall  give  the  Reader 
a  further  Account,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Earl  of  Torrington. 

Stat.  2.  W.  &  M.  Sefs.  2.  Cap.  2.  It  is  declared,  that 
all  and  lingular  Authorities,  Jurifdidlions  and  Powers,  which 
by  Adi  of  Parliament  or  otherwife,  are  inverted  in  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  England  for  the  Time  being,  have  always 
appertained  to,  and  ihall  be  ufed  and  executed  by  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  as  if  they  were  Lord  High  Ad¬ 
miral.  Every  Officer  prefent  upon  Trials  of  Offenders  by 
Court-Martial,  to  be  held  by  Virtue  of  any  Commiflion  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commirtioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  (hall,  before  any  Proceeding  to  Trial,  take  this  Oath, 
to  be  adminiflered  by  the  Judge  Advocate,  or  his  Deputy,  vis. 

“  You  fhall  well  and  truly  try  the  Matter  now  before  you, 
“  between  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and  Queen’s 
“  Majefty,  and  the  Prifoner  to  be  tried. 


(6 


So  help  you  God.'* 
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abfolutely  independant  of  the  Perfon  they  were  to  try* 
The  Charge  againft  the  Earl  was,  that  in  the  late  En¬ 
gagement  off  of  Beachy-Head ,  he  had,  thro*  Treachery 
or  Cowardice,  mifbehaved  in  his  Office,  drawn  Dif* 
honour  on  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  facrificed  our  good 
Allies  the  Dutch „  His  Lordfliip  defended  himfelf  with 
great  Clearnefs  of  Reafon,  and  with  extraordinary 
Compofure  of  Mind.  He  obferved,  that  in  the  feveral 
Councils  of  War  held  before  the  Fight,  not  only  him¬ 
felf,  but  all  the  Admirals  in  the  Fleet,  were  againft  en¬ 
gaging.  He  took  Notice  of  the  Queen’s  Order,  which 
obliged  them  to  fight  againft  their  own  Opinion,  and 
without  any  Probability  of  Succefs.  He  remarked  the 
Inequality  of  the  Confederate  and  French  Fleets ;  the 
former  confiding  but  of  fifty-fix,  and  the  latter  having 
eighty-two  actually  engaged.  He  aflerted,  that  the 
Dutch  were  deftroyed  by  their  own  Rafhnefs;  and 
that,  if  he  had  fuftained  them  in  the  Manner  they  ex¬ 
pected,  the  whole  confederate  Fleet  muff  have  been  fur- 
rounded  as  they  were  3  and  as  fome  Reflections  had  been 
thrown  out,  of  his  having  a  Pique  to  the  Dutch>  to 
gratify  which,  he  had  given  them  up  ;  he  not  only 
juftified  himfelf  very  warmly  on  that  Point,  but  con¬ 
cluded  his  Defence  with  faying,  that  his  ConduCt  had 
faved  the  Englifh  Fleet  3  and  that  he  hoped  an  Englifh 
Court-Martial  would  not  facrifice  him  to  Dutch  Re- 
fentmentq.  After  a  full  Hearing,  and  ftriCt  Examina¬ 
tion  of  all  that  had  been  advanced  on  both  Sides*  his 

% 

Lordfliip 


q  See  a  further  Account  of  this  Matter  in  the  fubfequent 
Memoirs  of  the  Earl  of  Toirington. 
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Lordfhip  was  unanimoufly  acquitted r.  And  though 
fome  Writers  of  our  own,  as  well  as  of  another  Nation, 
have  taken  great  Liberties  with  this  Judgment  of  the 

Court-Martial  %  yet  on  the  whole  there  feems  to  be  no 

juft 


*  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  51.  Kennet,  Life  of  King  William. 

*  Bifhop  Burnet,  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  expielTes 
himfelf  with  his  wonted  Sharpnefs.  “  The  Commiflioners 
“  of  the  Admiralty,  fays  he,  named  a  Court  to  try  him,  who 
did  it  with  fo  grofs  a  Partiality,  that  it  refleded  much  on 
“  the  Juftice  of  the  Nation  ;  fo  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
“  the  great  Intereft  the  King  had  in  the  States,  it  might  have 
“  occafioned  a  Breach  of  the  Alliance  between  them  and  us. 

“  He  came  off  fafe  as  to  his  Perfon  and  Eftate  ;  but  much 
“  loaded  in  his  Reputation  :  fome  charging  him  with  want 
“  of  Courage,  while  others  imputed  his  ill  Condud  to  a  haugh- 
“  ty  Sollennefs  of  l  emper,  that  made  him,  fince  Orders  were 
“  fent  him  contrary  to  the  Advices  he  had  given,  to  refolve 
«  indeed  to  obey  them  and  fight  ;  but  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
««  fhould  call  the  Blame  on  thofe  who  had  fent  him  the 

«  Orders,  and  give  them  Caufe  to  repent  of  it.1 - The 

Malignity  cf  thefe  Refiedions  deftroy  their  Credit,  and  the 
Weight  of  the  Charge  overturns  it.  If  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Court-Martial  had  been  fcandaloufly  unjuft,  our  Prelate  would 
not  have  been  at  a  Lcfs  for  the  Earl  of  Torrington’s  Crime. 
His  Judges  were  upon  Oath,  and  regarded  nothing  therefore 
but  Proof.  Indeed  this  was  happy  for  him  ;  for  had  they  been 
governed  like  the  Bifhop,  by  Conjedures,  and  guefled  at  the 
Thoughts  of  his  Heart,  inftead  of  examining  his  Adions,  he 
jnight  have  been  punifhed,  though  he  had  not  been  guilty. 

—» - —The  Sieur  du  Monte,  in  his  Political  Mercury,  for  the 

Month  of  January  1691,  cenfures  the  Judgment  of  the 
Court  Martial  feverely,  and  fays,  the  King  was  fo  difpieafed 
with  it,  that  he  refolved  never  to  employ  any  of  it's  Mem¬ 
bers.  - - -  What  Credit  is  due  to  this,  we  may  eafily 

guefs,  if  we  confider  that  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  the  Prefident  of 
that  Court-Martial,  was  immediately  employed  as  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Blue.  • — Another  foreign  Writer,  fays,  that 

the  King  difmifted  fome  of  the  Members  of  that  Court,  and 
forty-two  Captains  of  the  Navy,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  in 

the  Earl’s  Intereft.  - —  This  alone  is  fufftcient  to  fhew  his 

Innocence.  An  Englifh  Admiral,  capable  of  Cowardice  or 
Treachery,  could  have  no  fuch  Intereft. 
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juft  Ground  either  for  cenfuring  them,  or  fixing  any 
Imputation  on  the  Memory  of  that  noble  Perfon*.  It 
is  true,  the  Day  after  his  Acquital,  the  King  took  a- 
way  his  Commiflion,  and  he  was  thenceforward  laid 
afidej  which  might  be  a  very  right  Step  in  Politics, 
as  it  tended  to  fatisfy  our  Allies,  and  gave  his  Majefty 

an  Opportunity  of  employing  a  more  fortunate  Of¬ 
ficer  u. 

The  Care  of  the  Adminiftration  to  repair  all  paft 
Errors  in  Naval  Affairs,  and  to  retrieve  the  Honour  of 
the  Maritime  Powers,  appeared  vifibly  in  the  Meafures 
taken  for  fending  a  great  Fleet  early  to  Sea,  in  the  Spring 
of  the  Year  1691.  In  order  to  this,  the  Week  after 
the  Earl  of  Torrington  was  difmifled  from  his  Command, 
Edward  Rujfel ,  Efq;  was  appointed  Admiral  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  and  immediately  received  Inftrudiions 
to  ufe  the  utmoft  Expedition  in  drawing  together  the 
Ships  of  which  his  Fleet  was  to  be  compofed ;  and  a 
Lift  of  them,  to  the  Number  of  ninety-one,  of  which 
fifty-feven  were  of  the  Line  of  Battel,  was  annexed  to 
his  Inftruftions.  He  executed  thefe  Directions  with  the 
utmoft  Skill  and  Dilligence ;  and  by  the  7th  of  May 
was  ready  to  put  to  Sea.  The  Blue  Squadron  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Henry  Killegrew ,  Efq;  as  Admiral  ;  Sir 
Ralph  Delava l ,  Vice-Admiral ;  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel , 

Rear- 


1  Biffiop  Kennet  tells  us,  that  in  the  Year  1697,  feveral 
French  Officers  coming  over  after  the  Peace,  when  they  could 
not  be  fufpe£ted  of  Partiality,  openly  juttihed  and  commended 
the  Earl’s  Conduft,  and  faid,  “  He  deferved  to  be  rewarded, 
“  rather  than  cenfured,  fince  he  had  preferred  the  belt  Part 
“  of  the  Fleet  from  being  totally  deftroyed.”  u  Kennet, 

Burnet,  Burchet,  &c. 
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Rear-Admiral.  Admiral  RuJ/el,  in  the  Britannia ,  com¬ 
manded  the  Red  Squadron,  having  for  his  Vice  and  Rear- 
Admirals,  Sir  John  Aftby  and  George  Roole ,  Efq;  As  to 
the  particular  Strength  of  thefe  Squadrons,  having  feen  a 
more  perfeCt  Lift  than  that  exhibited  by  Mr.  Burchett 
I  have  given  an  AbftraCl  of  it  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Page  His  orders  were  to  proceed  into  the  Soundings , 
as  foon  as  he  (hould  be  joined  by  the  Dutch  ;  and  he 
was  like  wife  directed  to  take  Care  to  block  up  the  Port 
of  Dunkirk ,  in  order  to  prevent  the  French  Privateers 
from  difturbing  our  Trade.  Thefe  Directions,  how¬ 
ever,  were  but  indifferently  executed  ;  which  our  Wri¬ 
ters  attribute  to  the  Slownefs  of  the  Dutch  in  fending 
their  Ships  to  join  the  confederate  Fleet,  which  they 
Vol.  III.  E  had 
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had  stipulated  to  do  by  the  Beginning  of  May ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Proportion  of  five  to  eight,  though  Bfthop 
Burnet  fays  of  three  to  five,  of  equal  Rates  and  Strength- 
Secretary  Burchet ,  however,  complains,  that  it  was 
late  in  the  Month  of  May  before  there  were  fo  many 
as  twenty- eight  Dutch  Ships  in  the  Fleet  ;  whereas, 
according  to  the  Lift  publifhed  by  the  States -General , 
in  the  very  fame  Month  there  ought  to  have  been 
forty-fix,  and  thofe  too  very  large  Ships* *.  .  This, 
however,  is  certain,  that  notwithstanding  all  his  Skill 
and  Care,  Admiral  RuJJel  found  *  his  Fleet  but  indiffe¬ 
rently  manned,  and  very  fcantily  victualled  ;  at,  the 
fame  Time  that  he  was  fo  perplexed  by  his  Orders, 
and  with  the  Difficulties  ftarted  upon  every  Occafion 
by  the  Dutch  Admiral,  who  very  probably  was  as 
much  cramped  by  his,  that  a  great  Part  of  the  Months 
of  May  and  June  were  fpent  to  very  little  Purpofe  ; 
and  though  the  French  Fleet  was  not  in  fuch  Forward- 
nefs  this  Year,  as  it  had  been  the  laft,  yet  it  was  at 
Sea  fome  Time  before  ours  had  any  Intelligence  of 

it  y. 

I  f  we  may  judge  from  Appearances,  one  may  fafely 
fay,  that  Lewis  XIV.  {hewed  a  fingular  Vanity  in  the 
Maintenance  of  a  prodigious  Naval  Force,  to  fhew  how 
foon,  and  how  effectually,  his  Councils  had  been  able  to 

create 


x  According  to  this  Lift,  the  Rotterdam  Squadron  confifted 
of  eleven  Ships,  from  80  to  50  Guns*  The  Am  Herd  am  Squa¬ 
dron  of  fixteen,  from  92  to  50  Guns.  The  North  Holland 

*  of  five,  from  86  to  50  Guns.  The  Friesland  of  fix,  from 
7°  to  52  Guns.  The  Zeland  of  eight,  from  92  to  50  Guns. 
In  all,  forty-fix  capital  Ships,  carrying  3,002  Guns. 

y  Kennet,  Burnet,  Burchet,  Columns  Roftrata,  Life  of 
King  William. 


Of  King  WILLIAM  III.  51 

create  a  Maritime  Power.  He  had  at  this  Time  to  deal 
with  the  Englijh ,  Spaniards ,  and  Dutch  \  and  as  he  was 
now  in  the  Zenith  of  his  Glory,  he  exhaufted  his 
Treafures,  in  order  to  render  himfelf  Mailer  at  Sea. 
He  appointed  the  Count  de  Eftrees ,  Vice-Admiral  of 
France ,  to  command  in  the  Mediterranean  a  Fleet  con- 
filling  of  four  large  Men  of  War,  five  Frigates,  twenty- 
fix  Gallies,  and  three  Bomb  Veflels  z:  And,  on  the  o- 
ther  Hand,  Count  Tourville  was  directed  to  aflemble 
the  grand  Fleet  intended  for  the  Ocean :  It  confided  of 
three  Squadrons,  the  White  and  Blue  commanded  by 
M.  Chatteau  Renault ,  in  The  Royal  Dolphin  of  ioo 
Guns  ;  the  White  Squadron  commanded  by  Count  Tour - 
ville  in  Perfon,  in  The  Royal  Sun ,  the  finelt  Ship  in 
France ,  which  carried  106  Guns  ;  the  Blue  Squadron 
under  the  Marquefs  T rfmfreville,  in  Fhe  Superb ,  of  98 
Guns a.  This  Fleet,  though  very  confiderable,  and 
excellently  provided  with  every  Thing  neceflary,  yet 
'was  inferior  in  Force  to  that  of  the  Confederates,  and 
therefore  Count  Tourville  was  inflrufted  to  avoid  an  En¬ 
gagement  as  much  as  poflible,  and  to  amufe  the  Enemy, 
by  keeping,  as  long  as  might  be,  in  the  Channel.  This 
Officer  did  all  that  could  be  expedted  from  him,  in  or¬ 
der  to  put  early  to  Sea  ;  but,  in  Spight  of  all  his  Di¬ 
ligence  and  Application,  it  was  the  Middle  of  June  be¬ 
fore  he  left  the  Port  of  Breft .  But  then  it  mult  be  ob- 

E  2  ferved 


2  Hiltoire  Militaire,  tom.  ii.  p.  446.  Fere  Daniel  Hiltoire 
de  France.  a  I  take  this  from  the  Marquis  de  Quincy, 

who  has  given  us  an  exadt  Liil  of  them  ;  according  to 
which,  the  Blue  and  White  Squadron  confuted  of  twenty-four 
Ships ;  the  White  of  twenty-five,  and  the  Blue  of  twenty-four. 
In  all,  feventy-three  Capital  Ships,  carrying  1,544  Guns,  and 
29,450  Men,  together  with  twenty-one  Fire-Ships. 
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ferved,  that  a  Squadron  had  been  fen.t  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Marquifs  de  Neftnonde ,  to  carry  Supplies  of 
all  Sorts  for  the  Relief  of  King  James's  Army  in  Ire¬ 
land  b.  Thefe  were  indeed  great  Things,  and  what,  all 
Circumftances  confidered,  one  could  fcarce  conceive 
the  French  able  to  perform  5  yet  they  were  far  fliort 
of  what  it  was  believed  in  England  at  that  Time  they 
were  in  a  Condition  to  undertake,  and  therefore  fo  many 
Accounts  were  fent  to  our  Admiral  from  Court,  of 
Defcents  to  be  made  here,  Forces  to  be  convoyed 
there,  and  other  ftrange  Projects,  that  he  was  hindered 
from  purfuing  either  the  Orders  that  were  firft  given  him, 
or  his  own  Defigns  5  and  though  he  difcovered  a  good 
deal  of  Uneafinefs  under  this,  yet  he  continued  for  many 
Weeks  to  complain  and  obey  c. 

The  Smyrna  Fleet  was  expelled  Home  this  Spring, 
and  as  the  Englijb  and  Dutch  had  a  joint  Concern  there¬ 
in,  to  the  Amount  of  upwards  of  four  Millions  Sterling, 
both  Nations  were  exremely  apprehenfive  of  it’s  being 
attacked  by  the  Frenchy  and  therefore  very  precife  Or¬ 
ders  were  fent  to  Admiral  Rn/Jel ,  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
Care  for  it5s  Prefervation  ;  and  this  he  executed  with 
equal  Induftry  and  Succefs :  For  having  appointed  Angle 
Ships  to  cruize  for  them  on  every  Point  of  the  Com- 
pafs,  he  crofled  with  the  Body  of  the  Fleet  to  Cape 
Clear ,  on  the  Irijh  Coaft ;  and  being  off  Kinfale ,  re¬ 
ceived  Advice,  that  the  Smyrna  Fleet  was  arrived  fafelv 
in  that  Harbour.  Upon  this  he  fent  Orders  to  Captain 
Aylmer  y  to  join  him  immediately  with  the  Squadron 

under 
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under  his  Command,  refolving  to  conduct  the  Smyrna 
Fleet  as  far  as  Scilley ,  and  then,  if  they  had  a  fair 
Wind,  to  leave  them  to  proceed  up  the  Channel,  having 
firft  taken  the  neceflary  Precautions  of  fending  a  Fri¬ 
gate  before  to  Plymouth ,  that  he  might  be  fatisfied 
none  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  were  upon  the  Coaft  d. 
After  parting  with  this  Fleet,  the  Admiral  determined  to 
go  off  VJhant  ;  and  if  the  French  were  gone  from  thence, 
to  follow  them  to  Belle-ljle  ;  but  being  afterwards  or 
Opinion,  that  they  lay  in  the  Sea  purpofely  to  avoid 
us,  he  altered  his  Refolutions,  and  refolved  to  go  into 
a  more  proper  Station  in  Search  of  them  ;  fo  that  part¬ 
ing  with  the  Smyrna  Fleet  off  of  Scilley  the  13th  of 
July,  he  firft  bent  his  Coaft  towards  the  French  Coaft, 
from  whence  he  fent  a  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
defiring  that  it  might  be  confidered,  whether  the  Fleet, 
before  it’s  Return,  could  be  ferviceable  towards  the 
Reduction  of  Ireland. ,  for  that  the  Provifions  would  laft 
no  longer  than  the  latter  End  of  Augujt,  and  after  that 
Month  was  expired,  he  thought  it  not  fafe  for  the  great 
Ships  to  be  out  of  Harbour ;  but  he  defired  that  Re¬ 
cruits  of  Provifions  might  be  ready  at  Plymouth ,  that  fo 
the  Want  of  them  might  not  incapacitate  the  Fleet  to 
perform  any  neceflary  Service.  Arriving  in  this  Station, 
Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  was  fent  to  look  into  Brejl,  where 
he  faw  about  forty  Sail  coming  out  of  that  Port,  which 
proved  to  be  a  Fleet  of  Merchant-Ships  from  Bretagne , 
efcorted  by  three  Men  of  War.  Sir  Cloudejley ,  to 
decoy  thefe  Ships  into  his  Hands,  made  ufe  of  an 
excellent  Stratagem  :  He  knew  the  French  had  Intelli- 
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gence  that  a  fmall  Squadron  of  their  Fleet  had  made . 
Prize  of  feveral  Englijh  Merchant-Men  ;  laying  hold* 
therefore,  of  this  Piece  of  falfe  News,  he  ordered  Part 
of  his  Squadron  to  put  out  French  Colours,  and  the  reft 
to  take  in  theirs.  By  this  Method  he  thought  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  French ,  who  might  naturally  fuppofe  it  that 
Squadron  with  their  Prizes.  This  fucceeded  in  Part* 
but  the  Enemy  difcovered  the  Cheat  before  he  was  near 
enough  to  do  much  Mifchief e. 

Towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of  Julyy 
Admiral  Rujfel  fell  in  with  a  Convoy  going  to  the  French 
Fleet  with  frefh  Provifions ;  fome  of  thefe  were  taken* 
and  from  them  he  learnt  that  Count  Tourville  had  Or¬ 
ders  to  avoid  fighting,  which  he  very  punctually  obey’d* 
keeping  Scouts  at  a  confiderable  Diftance  on  all  Points 
of  the  Compafs  by  which  he  could  be  approached, 
and  thefe  being  chafed  by  ours,  they  immediately  ran, 
making  Signal  to  others  that  lay  within  them  ;  fo  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  come  up  with  the  Body  of  their 
Fleet,  though  that  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  failed  in 
fuch  a  Pofture,  that  the  Scouts  on  each  Wing,  as  well 

V.  1 

as  thofe  a-head  and  a-ftern,  could  in  clear  Weather  fee 
twenty  Leagues  round  f.  The  Admiral,  being  fenfible 
of  the  Dangers  that  might  attend  this  Situation,  wrote 
home  for  frefh  Orders,  w7hich  he  received  ;  but  found 
them  fo  perplexed,  that  having  Intelligence  of  the 
French  Fleet’s  being  gone  into  Brejly  he,  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  Auguji ,  purfuant  to  the  Refolution  of  a  Council 

of 
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of  War,  returned  to  Torbay ,  from  whence  he  wrote 
up  to  Court  to  have  his  laft  Orders  explained*  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  was  directed  to  put  to  Sea  again,  which  he 
did;  and  notwithftanding  his  frequent  Reprefentations 
of  the  Inconvenience  of  having  fuch  large  Ships  expoled 
to  the  rough  Weather  which  ufually  happens  about  the 
Equinox,  he  'was  obliged  to  continue  in  the  Soundings 
to  the  2d  of  September ,  when  he  met  with  fuch  a  vio¬ 
lent  Storm,  that  after  doing  all  that  could  be  done  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Fleet,  he  was  confliained  to  bear 
up  for  fo  dangerous  a  Port  as  Plymouth ;  and  in  doing  this^ 
through  the  Violence  of  the  Wind,  and  the  Hazinefs  of 
the  Weather,  the  Ships  were  fo  confufedly  fcattered,  that 
the  oreateft  Part  of  them  were  not  feen  when  the  Admiral 
himfelf  came  to  an  Anchor  in  the  Sound  ;  but  when  it 
grew  fomewhat  clearer,  one  of  the  fecond  Rates,  (which 
proved  to  be  the  Coronation)  was  difeovered  at  Anchor 
off  Ram-Head ,  without  any  Thing  handing  but  the 
Enfign-StafF,  and  foon  after  fhe  foundered  ;  her  Com¬ 
mander,  Captain  Shelton ,  together  with  her  Company, 
except  a  very  inconfiderable  Number,  being  loft. 
Many  of  the  biggeft  Ships  were  not  able  to  weather 
the  Eaftermoft  Point  of  Land  at  the  Entrance  into  Ply¬ 
mouth-Sound ,  and  therefore  were  conftrained  to  take 
.  ‘  #  « 

SanUuary  there,  in  that  unavoidable  Confufion  which 
a  Lee-Shore,  thick  Weather,  and  a  very  hard  Gale  of 
Wind  will  always  occafion  ;  infomuch,  that  Tue  Har¬ 
wich ,  a  third  Rate,  ran  on  Shore,  and  bulged  near 
Mount  Edgeombe-Houfc ,  and  The  Royal-Oak  and  Nor¬ 
thumberland  tailed  on  the  Ground,  though  afterwards 
they  were  luckily  got  off.  A  great  Dutch  Ship  was 
feen  at  Anchor  above  five  Leagues  in  the  Offing,  with 
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all  her  Malls  gone  ;  and  feveral  there  were,  that  very 
narrowly  efcaped  the  Danger  of  the  Edijhme  s. 

The  Admiral  immediately  gave  Orders  for  refitting 
fuch  of  the  Ships  as  had  been  damaged  in  the  Storm, 
and  left  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  at  Plymouth  to  fee  it  per¬ 
formed  ;  directing  him,  as  foon  as  they  were  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  fail,  to  fend  a  Squadron  of  ten  Sail  into  the 
Soundings ,  for  the  Security  of  the  homeward-bound 
Trade  ;  himfelf,  with  the  reft  of  the  Fleet,  fleering  for 
Spithead ;  where  foon  after  he  received  Orders  to  fend 
the  large!!  Ships  about  to  Chatham,  as  the  Dutch  Ad¬ 
miral  did  to  return  home  with  the  firft  and  fecond 
Rates  under  his  Command.  Admiral  RuJJ'el  was  like- 
wife  diredled  to  form  a  Squadron  of  thirty  Sail  of  En- 
glijh  and  Dutch  Ships  to  be  fent  to  the  Coaft  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  he  accordingly  appointed  Vice-Admiral  De- 
laval  for  this  Command,  who  four  Times  attempted 
to  execute  his  Orders,  and  was  as  often  forced  back  by 
contrary  Winds  ;  which,  however,  proved  of  no  De¬ 
triment  to  the  Service,  fince  the  Intelligence  received  of 
the  French  fending  a  Fleet  to  Limerick,  proved  falfe  \ 
Thus  ended  the  Naval  Operations  of  the  Year  1691 
very  little  to  the  Profit,  Honour,  or  Satisfaction  of  the 
Nation.  ^  et  certainly  nothing  could  be  charged  on  the 
Admiral’s  ConduCt,  who  did  all  that  could  be  expeCted 
from  an  able  and  vigilant  Officer,  though  his  Endea¬ 
vours  were  fruftra  ted  by  many  clalhing  and  contradictory 
Orders  from  Home,  the  artful  ConduCt  of  a  cautious 
Enemy,  and  the  unavoidable  EffeCts  of  high  Winds  and 
fcoiftcrous  Weather. 

We 
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W  e  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  either  at  the  At¬ 
tempts  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  faften  upon 
him  the  Mifcarriages,  as  they  were  called,  at  Sea*,  or 
the  ill-natured  Cenfures  glanced  at  his  Memory  by  fome 
peevilh  Writers k,  with  whom  want  of  Fortune  will  al¬ 
ways  imply  want  of  Skill  or  Integrity  :  Thefe  are 
Things  not  to  be  avoided,  nor,  indeed,  much  to  be 
heeded.  The  Storm  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  never 
gathered  to  a  Head;  for  thofe  who  impeached  the  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Conduft,  found,  on  infpe&ing  Papers,  that  it 
was  not  for  their  Intereft  to  examine  it  ;  and  as  for  our 
cenforious  Authors,  their  Reflexions  have  recoiled  upon 
themfelves. 

I  t  was  now  become  evident  to  the  whole  Nation, 
that,  with  Refpect  to  our  Honour  and  Intereft  in  this 
War,  the  Management  of  Affairs  at  Sea  was  chiefly 
to  be  regarded  ;  and  yet,  by  an  unaccountable  Series 
of  wrong  Councils,  the  Management  of  thefe  Affairs 
was  lefs  regarded  than  any  Thing  elfe.  The  abfolute 
Reduction  of  Ireland ,  and  the  War  in  Flanders .  feemed 
to  occupy  the  King’s  Thoughts  entirely,  and  the  Care 

of 


*  The  Houfe  ordered  the  Admiral’s  Inftruftions,  and  the 
Letters  written  to,  and  by  him,  to  be  laid  before  them  ;  which 
fufficiently  cleared  him  from  all  Blame.  k  Biffiop  Bur¬ 

net  fays,  the  Seafon  went  over  without  any  Action  ;  and 
Ruftel,  at  the  End  of  it,  came  into  Plymouth  in  a  Storm  j 
which  was  much  cenfured  ;  for  that  Road  is  not  fafe :  and 
two  confiderable  Ships  were  loft  upon  the  Occafion.  Great 
Fa&ions  were  amongft  the  Flag-Officers,  and  no  other  Service 
was  done  by  this  great  Equipment,  but  that  our  Trade  was 
maintained.  - -  This  Remark  is  worth  nothing,  unlefs  Ad¬ 

miral  Ruffel  had  it  in  Commiffion  to  direct  the  Winds  ;  for  in 
a  Storm,  Folks  do  not  make  for  the  beft,  but  for  the  neareft 
Port. 
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of  the  Navy  was  left  wholly  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty , 
who,  to  fpeak  in  the  fofteft  Terms,  did  not  manage  it 
to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Nation.  There  were,  befides, 
fome  other  Things  which  contributed  to  make  our  Ma¬ 
ritime  Councils  move  flowly.  There  was  a  Fadion 
grown  up  in  the  Fleet  againft  the  Admiral,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Government  entertained  a  great  jealoufy 
of  many  of  the  Officers  ;  though  to  this  Hour  it  re¬ 
mains  a  Secret,  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  well  ground¬ 
ed  K  The  Truth  feems  to  be,  that  King  James  was 
better  known  to  the  Officers  of  the  Fleet,  than  to  any 
other  Set  of  Men  in  England  ;  moft  of  them  had  ferved 
under  him  when  Lord  High  Admiral,  and  many  had 
been  preferred  by  him  ;  which  rendered  it  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  they  might  have  an  Efteem  for  his  Ferfon  :  But, 
that  any  of  thefe  Officers  intended  to  ad  in  his  Favour, 
in  Conjunction  with  a  French  Force,  againft  their 
Country,  is  very  unlikely  \  efpecially  if  we  confider  the 
Unanimity  with  which  they  went  into  the  Revolution, 
which  had  been  openly  acknowledged,  and  they  folemn- 
ly  thanked  for  it  by  the  Convention.  Yet,  the  Report  of 
the  contrary  was  loud  and  very  artfully  propagated  by 
the  Enemies  of  particular  Perfons,  as  well  as  by  thofe 
who  were  no  Friends  to  the  Government ;  for  it  muff  be 
allowed,  that  King  James's  Agents  here  boafted  in  all 
the  Advices  they  fent  him,  that  they  had  brought  back 
many  of  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  to  his  Intereft;  and  they 
went  fo  far  as  to  name  fome  of  them,  which  they 
might  do  from  many  other  Motives  than  of  fpeaking 

Truth. 
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Truth®.  However  it  was,  this  is  certain,  that  in  Par¬ 
liament,  at  Court,  and  in  the  Navy,  nothing  was 
heard  of  but  Jealoufies,  ill  Conduct,  and  want  of  fuf- 
ficient  Supplies  for  the  Service  ;  a  Kind  of  Difcourfe 
that  lafted  all  the  Winter. 

I  n  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1692,  a  little  before  the 
King  went  to  Holland ,  he  began  to  communicate  his 
Intentions,  as  to  the  Fleet,  to  Admiral  RuJJel ,  who  had 
been  again  appointed  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief 
by  Commiffion,  dated  December  3,  1691.  At  this 
Time,  however,  he  was  very  far  from  Handing  in  high 
Favour.  He  had  expoftulated  freely  with  his  Majefty 
on  the  Difgrace  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough ,  and  lived 
on  no  Terms  with  the  new  Secretary,  Lord  Nottingham  ; 
but  his  Charader,  as  an  Officer,  and  his  known  Steadi- 
nefs  in  Revolution-Principles,  fupported  him  ;  and  the 
King  refolved  to  confide  the  Fleet  to  his  Care,  almoft 
whether  the  Admiral  would  or  not.  The  principal 
Thing  that  feems  to  have  been  intended,  w7as,  convin¬ 
cing  not  France  alone,  but  all  Europe ,  that  the  Mari¬ 
time  Powers  were  ftili  Lords  of  the  Sea,  by  fitting  out 
early  fuch  a  Fleet,  as  fhould  keep  their  Enemies  in  awe, 
while  a  Defcent  was  made  in  Normandy .  Something 
of  this  Kind  King  William  intimated  in  his  Speech  to 

the 


m  The  Agent  fent  over  by  King  James’s  Adherents,  was 
one  Captain  Lloyd,  to  whom  they  gave  a  very  exadfc  Lift  of 
the  Englifh  Fleet,  and  diredted  him  particularly,  to  inform  the 
King,  that  amongft  other  eminent  Sea-Officers,  they  had 
brought  over  Rear-Admiral  Carter  to  his  Service;  when  this  was 
firft  talked  of,  a  Report  prevailed,  that  he  had  10,000  Pounds 
given  him ;  but  of  the  Falfhood  of  this  Story,  we  (hall  have 
Qccafton  to  fpeak  more  largely  hereafter.  See  Rennet,  Burnet* 
UldqouxQn, 


6o  NAVAL  HISTORY 

the  Parliament ;  and  was  certainly  expefted  both  by  this 
Nation  and  the  Dutch.  When,  therefore,  the  King 
left  England ,  in  the  Beginning  of  March ,  his  Inftru&i- 
ons  to  Admiral  Ruffel  were,  to  ufe  all  imaginable  Dili¬ 
gence  in  getting  the  Fleet  to  Sea  ;  and  at  the  fame 
.  Time  he  was  promifed,  that  his  Majefty  would  not 
fail  to  quicken  the  Dutch  :  But  we  fliall  foon  fee  that 
all  thefe  Schemes  were  fuddenly  altered ;  and  that  if  the 
King’s  new  Miniftry  had  been  furnilhed  with  tolerable 
Intelligence,  they  could  never  have  entered  into  their 
Heads  ".  To  be  clear  in  this  Point,  we  muft  look  over 
to  the  Tran  factions  in  France. 

A  s  foon  as  Lewis,  XIV.  perceived  that  it  was  a  Thing 
impoflible,  to  fupport  the  War  in  Ireland  any  longer  to 
Advantage,  he  came  to  a  Refolution  of  employing  the 
Forces  that  were  ftill  left  King  James ,  to  ferve  his 
Purpofe  another  Way.  With  this  View  he  concerted 
with  the  Malcontents  in  England,  an  Invafion  on  the 
Coaft  of  Sujfex  ;  and  though  for  this  Purpofe  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  draw  together  a  great  Number  of  Tranfports, 
as  well  as  a  confiderable  Body  of  Forces,  yet  he  had  both 
in  Readinefs,  before  it  was  fo  much  as  fufpe&ed  here. 
The  Land-Army  confifted  of  fourteen  Battalions  of  En- 

gltjh 


n  In  order  to  prove  the  Truth  of  this  Account,  I  (hall  refer 
the  Pleader  to  the  Hiftorical  Mercury,  for  the  Month  of 
April,  1692,  wherein  we  are  allured,  that  the  Scheme  of 
making  a  Defcent  on  France,  was  taken  from  King 
William’s  own  Mouth  ;  that  Orders  were  given  for  having 
a  prodigious  Number  of  Pontons,  and  flat-bottom’d  Boats 
ready,  by  the  latter  End  of  fune,  and  that  the  Duke  of 
Leiniler,  (who  was  Son  to  Marlhal  Schomberg)  was  to  com¬ 
mand  the  Forces  employed  in  this  Servi«e.  See  alfo  Burnet’s 
Iliflory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p.  92, 
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glijh  and  Irijh  Troops,  and  about  9000  French ,  com- 
manded  by  Marlhal  de  Belfondes ;  fo  that  in  all  there 
could  not  be  lefs  than  20,000  Men  °.  The  Fleet  of 
Tranfports  confided  of  three  hundred  Sail,  and  was  well 
provided  with  every  Thing  necefiary  for  the  Jnvafion. 
In  Ihort,  nothing  was  wanting  to  the  Execution  of  this 
Defign  in  the  Beginning  of  Aprils  but  the  Arrival  of 
Count  d’EJlree's  Squadron  of  twelve  Men  of  War, 
which  was  to  efcort  the  Embarkation,  while  the  Count 
de  Tourville  cruized  in  the  Channel  with  the  grand 
Fleet,  which  was  alfo  ready  to  put  to  Sea,  but  was  de¬ 
tained  by  contrary  Winds.  Things  being  in  this  Situ¬ 
ation,  King  James  fent  over  Colonel  Parker ,  and  fome 
other  Agents  of  his,  to  give  his  Friends  Intelligence  of 
his  Motions ;  and  fome  of  thefe  People,  in  Hopes  of 
Reward,  gave  the  firft  clear  Account  of  the  whole  De¬ 
fign  to  our  Government  at  Home ;  upon  which,  Or¬ 
der  after  Order  was  fent  to  Admiral  RuJJel  to  haften  out 
to  Sea  p. 

There  were  at  this  Time  two  confiderable  Squa¬ 
drons  at  Sea  $  one  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Ralph 

DelavaL 
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0  Hilloire  Militaire,  tom.  ii.  p.  473,  577.  Burnet’s 
Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  p.  93.  Kennet,  Oldmixon. 
P  Queen  Mary  behaved  upon  this  Occafion,  with  great  Wif- 
dom  and  Firmnefs  of  Mind  ;  for,  without  difcovering  ary  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  Danger,  {he  took  all  the  Precautions  that  were 
necefiary  to  prevent  it  ;  by  publiffiing  a  Proclamation,  requi¬ 
ring  all  Papifts  to  quit  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weftmin- 
fter  ;  another  for  affembling  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  and 
a  third,  for  apprehending  the  Earls  of  Scarfdale,  Litch¬ 
field,  Neubourg,  Middleton,  and  Dunmore  ;  the  Lords  Griffin 
and  Forbes ;  Sir  John  Fenwicke,  Sir  Theophilus  Oglethorpe, 
Sir  Andrew  Forreller,  and  feveral  other  Perfons  of  Diitin&ion, 
fuppofed  to  be  in  her  Father’s  Intereft. 
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Delava! ,  which  was  fent  to  bring  Home  a  Fleet  of 
Merchant-Men  from  the  Mediterranean ,  the  other  un¬ 
der  Rear-Admiral  Carter,  near  the  French  Coaft.  It 
was  apprehended,  that  the  French  would  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  intercept  the  former,  and  therefore  on  the  laft 
of  February ,  Orders  were  fent  by  Vhe  Groin  Packet- 
Boat  to  Vice-Admiral  Delaval ,  to  avoid  coming  near 
Cape  St.  Vincent ,  but  to  keep  fo  far  out  at  Sea,  as  not 
to  make  Cape  Clear ,  but  rather  to  fail  to  Dingle-Bay , 
the  Mouth  of  the  Shannon ,  or  fome  other  Port  there¬ 
abouts  q.  But  for  fear  thefe  Orders  might  not  reach 
him  foon  enough  at  Cadiz ,  an  Advice-Boat  was  or¬ 
dered  to  cruize  for  him  off  Cape  Clear,  with  Inftrudti- 
ons  to  put  into  Cor he  or  Kinfale.  However,  both  thefe 
Orders  milled  him,  and  he  was  fo  fortunate,  as  to  ar¬ 
rive,  in  the  Beginning  of  March,  fafe  in  the  Downs . 
As  for  Rear-Admiral  Carter ,  he  was  ordered  to  con¬ 
tinue  cruizing,  with  his  Squadron  of  eighteen  Sail,  as 
near  the  French  Coaft  as  it  was  poffible,  in  order  to  be 
the  better  and  more  certainly  informed  of  what  they 
were  doing  r.  His  Majefty,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in 
Holland ,  took  Care  to  haften  the  Naval  Preparations 
with  unufual  Diligence,  fo  that  the  Fleet  was  ready  to 
put  to  Sea  much  fooner  than  had  been  expedled,  or  at 
leaft  much  fooner  than  it  had  done  the  Year  before,  and 
in  a  much  better  Condition.  As  for  our  Admiral,  he 
went  on  Board  in  the  Beginning  of  May  \  and  obferving 

how 


q  Burchet  s  Memoirs,  p.  129.  r  See  the  London  Ga- 

zette  ,  No.  2749.  Whereby  it  appears,  that  Sir  Ralph  De- 
laval  b  Squadron  confided  of  lixieen  Englilh  and  Dutch  Men 
of  War,  and  feventy  Merchant-men,  richly  laden.  See  alfo 
Burchet,  Columna  Roftrata,  &c. 
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how  great  Advantage  the  French  might  reap  by  the  Di- 
vifion  of  fuch  confiderable  Squadrons  from  our  Fleet, 
his  firft  Care  was  to  write  to  Court  on  this  Subject,  and 
to  defire,  that  a  certain  Place  might  be  fixed  for  their 
Conjunction,  and  that  timely  Notice  might  be  given  to 
ail  Perfons  concerned.  In  return  to  this,  he  had  Or¬ 
ders  fent  him  to  cruize  between  Cape  La  Hogue  and  the 
Jfie  of  Wight ,  till  the  Squadrons  fhould  join  him,  though 
he  had  propofed  the  Junction  fhould  be  made  off  Beacby- 
Head .  However,  he  obeyed  his  Orders  as  foon  as  he 
received  them,  and  plyed  it  down  through  the  Sands, 
with  a  very  fcanty  Wind,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of 

many  of  his  Officers,  and  all  the  Pilots,  who  were  a- 

/ 

gainfl  hazarding  fo  great  a  Fleet  in  fo  dangerous  an  At¬ 
tempt  ;  and  yet  to  this  bold  Stroke  of  the  Admiral’s, 
was  owing  all  his  following  Succefs.  On  the  8th  the 
Fleet  came  fafe  off  of  Rye ,  and  that  Night  fent  to  the 
Dutch  Admiral  to  weigh  and  make  Sail  after  him,  that 
no  Time  might  be  loft  ;  and  he  alfo  fent  a  Squadron  of 
fmall  Ships  to  look  for  Sir  Ralph  Delaval ,  being  in  great 
Pain  till  the  whole  confederate  Fleet  was  in  a  Body. 
On  the  nth  of  May  he  failed  from  Rye  Bay  for  St, 
FlelenSy  where,  on  the  13th,  he  was  joined  by  Sir  Ralph 
Delaval  and  Rear-Admiral  Carter ,  with  their  Squa¬ 
drons  s.  While  they  lay  there,  the  Admiral  received 
a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  written  by  Queen  Mary’s  Direction,  wherein 
he  was  informed,  that  a  fcandalous  and  malicious  Re¬ 
port  was  fpread,  as  if  fome  of  the  Officers  of  their  Ma- 
jefties  Fleet  were  difaffefted,  or  not  hearty  in  their  Ser¬ 


!  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiflory,  p,  464* 
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vice  ;  and  that  her  Majefty  had  thereupon  ordered  the 
Difcharge  of  many  of  them  from  their  Employments  : 
but  her  Majefty  charged  the  Admiral  to  acquaint  his 
Officers,  that  ffce  was  fatisfied  this  Report  was  raifed  by 
the  Enemies  of  the  Government,  and  that  fhe  repofed 
fo  entire  a  Confidence  in  their  Fidelity,  that  file  had  re- 
folved  not  to  difplace  one  of  them.  Upon  this,  the 
Flag-Officers  and  Captains  drew  up  a  very  dutiful  and 
loyal  Add  refs,  dated  from  on  Board  the  Britannia  at 
St.  Helens,  May  15,  1692,  which  was  the  fame  Day 
tranfmitted  to  Court,  and  on  the  next  prefented  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  her  Majefty,  who  was 
pleafed  to  make  this  wife  and  gracious  Anfwer,  which 
was  publiflied  that  Night  in  "The  Gazette.  1  always  had 
this  Opinion  of  the  Commanders ;  but  1  am  glad  this  is 
come  to  fatisfy  others \ 

When  all  the  Ships,  Englijh  and  Dutch ,  were  to¬ 
gether,  the  Admiral  propofed,  that  a  fmall  Detachment 
of  fix  or  eight  Frigates,  might  hover  about  the  Coaft 
of  Normandy,  that  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Forces 
intended  for  a  Defcent,  fhould  embark,  and  be  landed 
at  St.  Makes ,  and  the  grand  Fleet  lie  Weftward  of  that 
Place,  in  order  to  protect  them  from  the  Enemy.  This 
Propofition  being  in  Part  approved,  he  detached  fix  light 
Ships  to  gain  Intelligence  ;  and  it  being  left  to  him  to 
proceed  as  a  Council  of  War  fhould  advife,  he,  on  the 
1 8th  of  May,  failed  for  the  Coaft  of  France .  The  next 

Day, 


1 1  give  in  fome  Refpefts,  a  different  Account  of  this  Affair 
from  what  the  Reader  will  meet  with  in  Burchet,  and  the 
reft  of  our  Hiftorians.  But  then  I  do  this  from  the  Gazette 
itfelf.  No.  2767,  wherein  the  Reafons  I  have  affigned,  are 
expreily  mentioned. 
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Day,  about  three  in  the  Morning,  the  Scouts,  weftwarJ 
of  the  Fleet,  fired  Swivel  Guns ;  and  being  in  a  fhort 
Time  in  Sight,  made  the  Signal  of  difcovering  the  Ene¬ 
my.  Immediately  Orders  were  given  for  drawing  into 
a  Line  of  Battel,  and  the  Signal  was  made  for  the  Rear 
of  the  Fleet  to  tack,  in  order  to  engage  the  fooner,  if 
the  French  had  Rood  to  the  Northward.  A  little  after 
four,  the  Sun  difperfing  the  Fog,  the  Enemy  were  feen 
Handing  Southward.  The  Admiral  upon  this  caufed 
the  Signal  for  the  Rear  to  tack  to  be  taken  in,  and  bore 
away  with  his  Ship  fo  far  Leeward,  as  that  each  Ship  in 
the  Fleet  might  fetch  his  Wake,  and  then  he  brought 
to,  and  Jay  by,  with  his  Fore- top-fail  to  the  Mad,  that 
fo  others  might  have  the  better  Opportunity  of  placing 
themfelves  according  to  the  Manner  formerly  directed  on 
fuch  an  Occafion u. 

Vol.  III.  F  The 


u  Burchet  s  Memoirs,  p.  138,  139*  R  MU  be  proper  to 
give  the  Reader  here,  an  Abflraft  of  the  Force  of  the  refpec- 
tive  Fleets. 
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Rates 

Men 

Guns 

5  Fird 

3 » ^  3  3 

qoo 

3  Second 

1,800 

270 

1 6  Third 

6,400 

1 , 1 00 

7  Fourth 

1 ,860 

3  5° 

3  1 

>3,895 

2,220 

The  Right  Honourable  Edward  Russel,  Efq;  Admiral 
Sir  Ralph  Del  aval,  Vice- Admiral. 

Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  Rear-Admiral 
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The  Confederate  Fleet  was  in  good  Order  by  eight, 
having  the  Dutch  Squadron  in  the  Van,  the  Red  in  the 
Centre,  and  the  Blue  in  the  Rear.  About  ten  the 
French  Fleet  bore  down  upon  them  with  great  Refolu- 
tion.  About  half  an  Hour  after  Eleven  Count  Tour- 
ville ,  in  The  Royal  Sun ,  brought  to,  and  began  the 
Fight  with  Admiral  Ruffel ,  being  within  three  Quar¬ 
ters  Mufket-Shot.  He  plyed  his  Guns  very  warmly  till 
one,  but  then  began  to  tow  off  in  great  Diforder,  his 
Rigging,  Sails,  and  Top-fail-yards  being  very  much 
wounded.  About  two  the  Winds  fhifted  5  fo  that  five 

of 


THE  BLUE  S  QJJ  A  D  R  O  N. 


Rates 

Men 

Guns 

1  Firft 

780 

100 

7  Second 

4.655 

636 

18  Third 

7>74° 

1,27° 

6  Fourth 

1,500 

304 

32 

•4.675 

2,310 

Sir  John  Ashby,  Admiral. 

George  Rooke,  Efq;  Vice-Admiral. 
Richard  Carter,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral. 


T  HE  DUTCH  S  QJJ  A  D  R  O  N. 


Rates 

Men 

Guns 

9  Firft 

4*5*5 

796 

10  Second 

3,766 

772 

9  Third 

2,925 

640 

8  Fourth 

1,845 

406 

36 

13,051 

2,614 

Admiral  Allemonde. 
Vice-Admiral  Schoutby  Nacht. 

THE 
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Of  the  Enemy’s  Blue  Squadron  polled  themfelves,  three 
a-head,  and  two  a-ftern  of  their  Admiral,  and  fired 
very  brifkly  till  after  three.  The  Admiral  and  his  two 
Seconds,  Mr.  Churchill  and  Mr.  Aylmer ,  had  all  thefe 
Ships  to  deal  with.  There  was  fo  thick  a  Fog  about 
four,  that  the  Enemy  could  not  be  feen  ;  and  as  foon 
as  it  cleared  up,  the  French  Admiral  was  difaovered 
towing  away  Northward  ;  upon  which  the  Admiral  fol¬ 
lowed  him,  and  made  the  Signal  for  Chafing.  While 
this  palled  between  the  Admirals,  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel 
was  got  to  the  Windward  of  Count  Tourville’s  Squa¬ 
dron,  and  engaged  them;  but  the  Fog  growing  darker 
than  before,  they  were  forced  to  anchor :  and  about  this 
Time  it  was,  that  Captain  Hajlings ,  in  The  Sandwich , 
was  killed,  driving  through  thofe  Ships  of  the  Enemy, 
by  Reafon  his  Anchors  were  not  clear.  The  Weather 
clearing  up  a  little,  the  French  followed  their  flying  Ad¬ 
miral,  and  the  Englifb  chafed  the  bed  they  could.  A- 
bout  eight  in  the  Evening  it  grew  foggy  again,  and  Part 
of  the  Englijh  Blue  Squadron  having  fallen  in  with  the 
Enemy,  engaged  about  half  an  Hour,  till  they,  having 

F  2  loft 


THE  FRENCH  FLEET. 

The  VAN. 

26  Ships  from  90  to  60  Gunsk 

The  CENTER. 

25  Ships  from  104  to  54  Guns. 

The  REA  R. 

\z  Ships  from  94  to  54  Guns. 

% 

<  , 

So  that  Admiral  Ruffel  had  99  Ships  of  the  Line  under 
his  Command,  and  Count  Tourville  but  63,  fome  of  which 
were  detached  at  the  Time  of  the  A&ion. 
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loft  four  Ships,  bore  away  for  Conquet-Road, w.  In  this 
fhort  Adtion  Rear-Admira]  Carter  was  killed,  whofe 
laft  Words  effectually  confuted  the  bafe  Reports  fpread 
to  blemifh  his  Reputation  ;  for,  finding  himfelf  mortally 
wounded,  he  recommended  it  to  Captain  Wright ,  who 
commanded  his  Ship,  to  fight  her  as  long  as  fhe  could 
fwim  \ 

T  h  e  20th  of  May  proved  fo  dark  and  foggy,  that 
it  was  eight  o’Clock  before  the  Dutch  difcovered  the 
Enemy  ;  and  then  the  whole  Fleet  began  to  chafe,  the 
French  crowding  away  Weft  ward.  About  four  in  the 
Afternoon  both  .Fleets  anchored:  about  ten  they  weighed 
again  ;  and  about  twelve  Admiral  RuJ/el’s  Fore-top-maft 
came  by  the  Board  A 

O  n  the  22d,  about  feven  in  the  Morning,  the  En- 
glijh  Fleet  continued  the  Chace  with  all  the  Succefs  they 
could  defire  ;  about  eleven  the  French  Admiral  ran  a- 
fhore,  and  cut  her  Mails  away  :  Upon  this  her  two  Se¬ 
conds  plyed  up  to  her,  and  other  Ships  began  to  hover 
about  them  ;  upon  which  the  Admiral  fentto  Sir  Ralph 
Delaval ,  who  was  in  the  Rear,  to  keep  with  him  a 
Strength  fufficient  to  deftroy  thofe  Ships,  and  to  fend 
the  reft,  that  were  under  his  Command,  to  join  the 
Body  of  the  Fleet.  In  the  Evening,  a  great  Number 
of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  were  feen  going  into  La  Hogue . 

On 


w  Burchefs  Memoirs,  p.  139,  140,  141.  Kenner,  Barnet, 
Oldmixon,  Columna  Roitrata.  x  The  Manner  of  his 

Death,  (hews  how  falie  the  Afperiion  was.  That  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  10,000  Pounds  to  fire  upon  the  French  only  with  Powder, 
who  were  to  return  the  like,  and  then  he  was  to  go  over  to 
them  with  his  Squadron.  As  he  certainly  died  like  a  Man- of 
Honour,  it  is  but  juft  to  believe,  that  he  was  ftridtly  fuch  while 
he  lived.  y  Biirchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  143. 
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On  the  23d  the  Admiral  fent  in  Sir  George  Rooh,  with 
feveral  Men  of  War,  Fire  -  Ships,  and  all  the  Boats 
of  the  Fleet,  to  deftroy  thefe  Ships  in  the  Bay  of  La 
Hogue .  On  their  entring,  it  was  perceived,  that  there 
were  thirteeen  Sail ;  but  they  were  got  up  i'o  high,  that 
none  but  the  fmall  Frigates  could  do  any  Service.  Sir 
George ,  however,  was  refolved  to  execute  his  Orders ; 
and  therefore  having  manned  his  Boats,  he  went  in  Per- 
fon,  to  encourage  the  Attempt ;  burnt  fix  of  them  that 
Night,  and  the  other  feven  the  next  Morning,  together 
with  a  great  Number  of  Tranfport-Ships,  and  other 
VeUels  laden  with  Ammunition.  One  would  think  this 
was  a  remarkable  Piece  of  Service :  indeed  it  was  by 
much  the  greateft  that  happened  during  the  whole  Af¬ 
fair  ;  for  it  was  performed  under  a  prodigious  Fire  from 
the  Enemy’s  Battery  on  Shore,  and  within  Sight  of  the 
Irijb  Camp,  and  with  the  Lofs  only  of  ten  Men  z  : 
yet  Bifhop  Burnet ,  by  an  odd  Stroke,  either  of  Humour 
or  Negligence,  has  thought  fit  to  blame  Sir  George ,  as  if 
he  had  not  been  inclined  to  fight.  Sir  c'fobn  AJhby^  with 
his  own  Squadron,  and  fome  Dutch  Ships,  purfued  the 
reft  of  the  French  Fleet,  till  they  ran  through  the  Race 
of  Alderney ,  among  fuch  Rocks  and  Shoals,  as  our  Pi¬ 
lots  were  abfolutely  againft  following  them  ;  for  which 
that  Admiral  has  been  alfo  cenfured,  though  perhaps 
without  Caufe,  fince  fome  of  theableft  Seamen  in  Eng¬ 
land  were  of  Opinion,  that  there  could  not  be  a  more 

F  3  defperate 


2  It  appears  by  Admiral  Allemonde’s  Letter  to  the  S  cates - 
General,  that  this  was  a  moil  difficult  and  dangerous  Under- 
taking,  and  his  Letter  was  dated  the  very  Morning  the  Thing 
was  done;  which  is  a  much  firo tiger  Proof  of  Admiral  Rooke’s 
Merit,  than  if  it  had  been  written  by  an  Engliih  Admiral. 
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defperate  Undertaking,  than  the  Flight  of  the  French 
Ships  through  that  Paffage.  But  though  Defpair  might 
juftify  them,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me  an  Ar¬ 
gument,  that  Sir  John  JJbby  ought  to  have  followed 
them  a. 

I  t  is  very  remarkable,  that  though  the  Confederate 
P  leet  was  near  double  to  that  of  the  French ,  yet  fcarce 
half  of  it  could  engage,  which  was  owing  to  the 
original  Difpofition  of  the  Fleet  (by  which,  as  the 
Reader  may  remember,  the  Blue  Squadron,  of  which 
Sir  George  Boole  was  Vice-Admiral,  was  diredfed  to 
tack  Northward,  and  to  the  Weather)  not  at  all  to  any 
Deficiency  in  that  Admiral,  as  Bilhop  Burnet  alledges  b: 
Yet  the  Defeat  was  one  of  the  moft  fignal  that  ever 
happened  at  Sea.  Befides  The  Royal  Sun  of  no  Guns, 
the  French  loll  another  of  104,  one  of  90,  two  of 
80,  four  of  76,  four  of  60,  and  two  of  56  Guns  V 
If  indeed  Sir  John  rffhby  could  have  reached  thofe  that 
took  Shelter  in  St.  Makes ,  it  had,  in  a  good  Meafure, 
put  an  End  to  the  French  Power  at  Sea.  As  it  was,  we 
muft  acknowledge  it  a  moil  glorious  Vidlory,  and  that 
we  ought  to  pay  a  juft  Tribute  of  Praife  to  the  Memory 
of  the  brave  Men  who  atchieved  it. 

We  find  this  Affair,  notwithftanding  all  the  ruinous 
Confluences  that  attended  it,  treated  in  fuch  a  Stile  by 

the 
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a  The  Reader  will  be  fatisfied  of  this,  if  he  calls  his  Eye 
upon  a  Sea-Chart,  and  confiders  the  prodigious  Rifque  the 
f  rench  ran,  in  order  to  get  through  the  Race  of  Alderney. 

I  his  Circum  dance  is  particularly  taken  Notice  of  in  our  Tar- 
t>ong  on  the  Victory  at  La  Hogue,  which  fhews  what  the  Sea- 
thought  of  it.  b  See  his  Idiflory  of  his  own  Times* 

v  pi.  ii.  p.  93  .  cBurchet’$  Memoirs,  p.  146.  Rennet, 

Uidmixon*  Cplumna  Roilrata,  <5;c. 
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the  French  Writers,  as  to  appear  rather  a  Viftory  than  a 
Defeat  ;  and  all  this  founded  on  the  fingle  Circumflance 
of  their  attacking  the  Englijb  Fleet d.  In  order  to  ex¬ 
plain  this,  we  mult  obferve,  that  Count  Tour vi lie  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  take  this  Step,  in  Obedience  to  his 
Orders,  which  were  fo  exprefs,  that  they  did  not  leave 
any  Room  for  him  to  exercife  his  Judgment.  He 
called  a  Council  of  War,  indeed,  the  Night  before  the 
Engagement,  wherein  moll  of  the  Officers  gave  their 
Opinions,  that,  confidering  the  Superiority  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  Fleet,  and  the  Situations  themfelves  were  in, 
it  was  moll  prudent  to  avoid  fighting.  Upon  this,  after 
declaring  his  own  Sentiments  to  be  tne  fame  with 
theirs,  he  produced  the  King’s  Orders,  which  appeared 
to  be  fo  precife  for  fighting  the  Eng  HA  whether  ftrong 
or  weak,  that  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  obey 
them  e.  Several  Reafons  have  been  afligned  for  the 
French  King’s  giving  fuch  Orders,  and  amongll  thefe 
the  moll  probable  is,  that  he  was  millaken  as  to  the 
Strength  of  both  Fleets.  As  to  his  own,  he  looked 
upon  it  as  certain,  that  Count  d’ EJirees,  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron,  would  have  joined  the  Fleet,  before  any  Oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  of  fighting,  and  that  Count  Fourville’s 
Line  of  Battel  fhould  have  confilled  of  fixty  -  fix 
Ships  at  lead.  He  was,  however,  deceived  in  both  : 
Count  d’EJIree’s  met  with  fuch  bad  Weather  in  palling 
' .  F  4  the 


d  Hiltoire  Militairede  Louis  XIV.  Tom.  ii.  p.  583.  Journal 
Hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV.  par  P.  Daniel,  p.  164.  fdiftoire  de 
Milice  Franpoife,  Tom.  ii.  p.  491.  Memoirs  de  Forbin,  &c. 
e  Hiltoire  Militaire.  In  all  probability  Count  Tourville  called 
this  Council  of  War  to  jiiftify  himfelf  in  reflect  to  the  Serfs 
in  which  he  underwood  the  King’s  Orders, 
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the  Streights  of  Gibraltar ,  that,  notwithftanding  all 
the  Pains  he  could  take,  his  Squadron  did  not  arrive  at 
La  Hogue  till  after  the  Battel  \  and  though  there  were  at 
that  time  fixty-fix  French  Men  of  War  at  Sea,  yet  from 
the  Detachments  made  for  particular  Services,  Count 
Tourville  had  but  forty-four  actually  under  his  Com¬ 
mand,  when  he  took  this  Refolution  to  fight f.  On 
the  other  Side  it  was  prefumed,  that  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  Fleets  could  not  have  joined  fo  early  ;  and  that, 
ir  they  had,  frill  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to 
unite  with  their  two  great  Squadrons  then  at  Sea,  be¬ 
fore  the  Junftion  of  the  French  Fleets.  In  this  too, 
the  King’s  Forefight  failed  him  ;  but  then  it  was  owing 
to  that  bold  Stroke  of  Admiral  FuJJel  beforementioned, 
by  which  he  joined  the  Dutch  Squadron  ten  Days  foon- 
er  than  he  could  have  done,  if  he  had  taken  his  Pilot’s 
Advice  s.  There  is  yet  another  Circumftance  men¬ 
tioned  by  French  Authors,  as  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have 
been  a  Reafon  for  the  King’s  Orders  ;  and  it  is  this, 
that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Englijh  Fleet  were  expect¬ 
ed  to  defert;  from  which  it  is  pretended  they  were  de¬ 
terred,  by  finding  Count  Tourville  fo  weak  h.  As 
thefe  very  Authors  treat  this  Story  as  a  Calumny, 
there  feems  to  be  the  lefs  Reafon  for  my  refuting  it  : 
yet,  finceit  may  be  done  in  very  few  Words,  I  cannot 
but  obferve,  that  this  is  abfolutely  contradicted  by  ano¬ 
ther  Circumftance,  in  which  both  our  Writers  and 

theirs 


f  P.  Daniel,  M.  de  Qamcy,  and  indeed  all  the  foreign  Wri¬ 
ters  in  general  agree  in  this.  g  Burchet’s  Naval  Hifiory 

p.  467.  I  have  likewife  had  the  fame  confirmed  to  me  by 
Officers  who  ferved  on  beard  the  Fleet,  h  iliitoire 

MUitaire  ubj  fupra. 
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theirs  n°ree,  viz.  That,  upon  the  Junftion  of  our  Fleet, 

'  the  French  King  fent  two  Orders,  by  different  Routs, 
to  Count  Tourville ,  to  forbid  his  fighting  for  that  Rea- 
fon  r  but  the  Matter  of  a  fmall  Vetted,  which  carried 
one,  was  taken  off'  Cape  Barfleur  by  Captain  tVyville , 
before  he  could  join  the  French  Fleet  ;  and  the  other, 
which  came  over  Land,  was  too  late  by  feveral  Days  \ 
This,  however,  plainly  proves,  that  King  Lewis  did 
not  depend  upon  the  Defertion  of  the  Englijh  fleet,  but 
upon  their  not  joining  the  Dutch. 

After  a  particular  Account  of  the  firtt  Day’s 
Engagement,  the  Marquis  de  Quincy  proceeds  thus. 
“  As  to  the  Advantage  gained  in  this  Fight,  it  mutt: 
“  be  allowed  us,  that  Count  Tourville  did  not  lofe  io 
<c  much  as  a  Ship;  nor  had  he  any  that  were  difabled  : 
u  while,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Enemy  lott  two  ; 
“  one  funk,  and  the  other  difabled.  The  reft  of  their 
Ships  were  as  ill  treated  as  his,  befides  their  fpending 
iC  Abundance  of  Fire-Ships,  without  any  Effedl.  Thus, 
cc  in  Spight  of  the  prodigious  Inequality  of  the  Fleets, 
“  the  Succefs  was  at  lea  ft  equal  in  the  firtt  Day’s  Eru 
cc  gagement :  It  is  true,  it  happened  otherwife  in  the 
<c  fucceeding  Days  ;  in  which,  however,  there  fell  out 
<c  nothing  that  ought  to  tarnifh  the  Reputation  of 
4C  France  at  Sea;  fince,  while  there  remained  any  Room 
<c  for  Courage  to  exert  itfelf,  they  not  only  acted  gal- 
lantly  in  their  own  Defence,  but  made  themfelves 
(C  refpedfed  by  their  Enemies.  What  afterwards  fol- 
a  lowed,  was  the  Effect  of  unforefeen  Accidents,  and 

u  inevitable 


1  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  46 8.  and  the  French  Author 
cited. 
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inevitable  Misfortunes k  Yet  after  this  fine  Flouriffi, 
the  Marquis  fairly  confefles,  the  French  Flags  ran  for  it, 
and  that  their  other  Ships  did  the  beft  they  could  to  fol¬ 
low  them  5  but,  partly  through  the  Want  of  fafe  Ports 
on  their  own  Coafts,  and  partly  through  the  vigorous 
Purfuit  of  the  Engli/h,  they  were  burnt  and  deftroyed 

i 

in  the  Manner  before  related  *.  Neither  doth  this  Wri¬ 
ter,  nor  any  other  of  the  French  Hiftorians,  pretend  to 
diminifh  their  Lois,  or  to  fay,  that  our  Admirals  did 
not  do  their  Duty.  On  the  contrary,  they  afcribe  the 
fafe  Retreat  of  Part  of  their  Ships  into  the  Road  of  St. 
* Makes ,  to  their  lucky  Pailage  through  that  dangerous 
Streight  which  I  have  before  mentioned  m. 

When  Admiral  Ruffil  was  fatisfied,  that  the  grand 
Fleet  could  not  do  any  further  Service  again  ft  the  French. , 
the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  and  their  Circumftances  con- 
fidered,  he  refolved  to  return  to  St.  Helens ,  as  wTell  to 
refit  the  VefTels  that  were  damaged  in  the  late  Fight* 
as  to  obtain  a  Supply  of  Provilions  and  Ammunition* 
This  Defign  he  executed  very  happily,  iince  he  had 
fcarce  left  the  French  Coaft,  before  the  Weather  became 
fo  tempeftuous,  that  his  heavy  Ships  muft  have  fuffered 
exceedingly  3  and  fuch  as  had  loft  their  Mails,  would 
probably  have  perifhed.  Yet  this  Meafure,  fo  prudent 
in  itfeif,  and  fo  happy  in  its  Event,  has  been  cenfured, 
as  if  the  Admiral  had  {hewn  too  great  Eagernefs  to  be 
at  Home,  and  too  little  Care  to  profecute  his  Viftory 
However,  before  he  took  this  Step,  he  left  Sir  John 

AJbby 


k  Hiftoire  Militaire,  tom.  ii.  p.  ^87.  But  all  this  muft  be 
owned  extremely  medeft  to  Father  Daniel’s  Account.  1  Hif¬ 
toire  Militaire,  P.  Daniel,  Sec.  m  Burchet,  Kennet,  Co- 
Jumna  Roftrata.  11  Burnet’s  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  94. 
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JJbby  with  twelve  Englljh  Ships,  and  three  Fire-Ships, 
Conjunction  with  a  Dutch  Squadron  of  like  Porcc, 
commanded  by  Vice-Admiral  Calletnberg  with  Orders 
to  fail  to  Havre  de  Grace ,  and  to  endeavour  the  Dq- 
ItruCtion  of  fo  many  of  the  French  Fleet  as  had  taken 
Shelter  there  ;  which  Service,  indeed,  they  did  not 
perform,  the  Enemy’s  Situation,  and  the  ftorrny  Wea¬ 
ther,  rendering  it  altogether  impracticable  °.  So  that  to 
blame  the  Admiral  for  not  fexpofipg  the  Fleet,  when  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  have  done  any  T  hing,  is  to 
fhewa  Difpofition  of  finding  Fault  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Nation’s  Safety,  fmce  fucceeding  Commanders  are 
not  like  to  ufe  their  Judgments  freely,  when  they  find 
their  Predeceffors  fuffer  in  Reputation,  for  doing  what 
Prudence,  and  Regard  to  the  Safety  of  the  Fleet,  di¬ 
rected.  The  true  Reafon,  or  rather  the  principal  Rea- 
fon,  which  influenced  Admiral  RuJJel  on  this  Occafion, 
was  his  Defire  to  make  the  moil  of  his  Victory,  by  im¬ 
mediately  taking  on  Board  the  Troops  intended  for  a 
Defcent,  and  wafting  them  over  with  all  poflible  Expe¬ 
dition,  to  the  Coaft-  of  France  p. 

I  t  is  not  eafy  to  give  any  tolerable  Account  of  this 
Defcent,  lince  neither  our  public  Hiftorians,  nor  the 
Writers  of  private  Memoirs,  have  been  able  to  leave  us 
any  certain  Scheme  of  this  Defign,  farther  than  that  it 

was  to  be  a  Defcent  on  the  French  Coafl,  in  order  to 

* 

alarm  and  diltract  that  Nation.  Thus  much  is  certain, 

that  both  we  and  the  Dutch  feemed  to  place  very  great 
Confidence  in  this  Expedition,  which  was  provided  for 

at 

«■— — y, n-||, III  1,  111  nil  Mill  |  II  Mil  Mill!  II  Til "  ‘ . ~~  - - - p II T  mtiwmt 

0  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiflorv,  p.  467,  468.  P  Rennet, 
Celnrnna  Roftrata, 
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at  a  vaft  Expcnce,  and  in  order  to  which  a  Promo¬ 
tion  of  Officers  was  made  on  Purpofe.  At  firft,  feve- 
ral  Regiments  of  Horfe  were  intended  to  have  been  fent ; 
hut  at  laft  thefe  were  reduced  to  fifty  Horfe,  and  two 
hundred  Dragoons  q.  It  is  evident  enough  from  his 
Conduft,  that  Admiral  Ruff  el  was  not  in  the  Secret  of 
this  Defign,  if  indeed  there  was  any  fuch  Secret ;  but 
knew  in  general  only,  that  thefe  Troops  were  defigned 
to  land  in  France ,  and  therefore  he  thought  this  the  moft 
proper  Opportunity  for  executing  the  Project,  be  it  what 
it  would.  1  his  was  his  Motive  for  returning  on  the 
Engli/b  Coaft ;  and,  to  be  fure,  he  a  died  therein  with 
great  Judgment  and  Prudence.  In  his  Paffage,  how¬ 
ever  ,  he  met  with  very  rough  Weather  5  and,  on  his 
Arrival,  with  very  great  Difappointment :  For,  inftead 
of  finding  the  Troops  ready  to  embark,  and  himfelf 
furmlhed  with  Orders  and  Inftrudtions  for  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  the  Enterprize,  he  was  informed,  by  Let¬ 
ters  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  no  certain  Refo- 
lution  was  as  yet  taken  in  what  Service  to  employ  them  j 
but  that  this  was  left  to  be  fettled  by  a  general  Council 
of  Land  and  Sea- Officers,  when  the  Fleet  and  the 
Tranfports  ffiould  be  joined r.  The  plain  Source  of  all 
this  Confufion  was,  that  the  Minifters  of  State  were 
unwilling  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  Direction  of  an 
Affair  which  they  were  apprehen five  would  mifcarry, 
but  were  willing  to  put  it  upon  the  Land  and  Sea-Offi¬ 
cers,  that  they  alone  might  remain  accountable  for  what¬ 
ever  happened. 

At 


s  iv. cmoircs  Ililtoriques,  Prelent  State  of  Europ 
King  William  '  Butcher’s  Naval  Hiftorv,  p. 
moirs  of  Admiral  Ruffe], 
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At  laft,  very  late  in  the  Month  of  July,  the 
Tranfports,  with  the  Forces  on  Board,  joined  the 
Fleet  ;  and  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  Mfonth,  a  Council 
of  War  was  held  on  Board  The  Breda ,  where  the 
Schemes,  or  rather  Hints,  of  the  Miniftry  were  ferioufly 
confidered,  and  upon  the  whole,  refolved  to  be  imprac¬ 
ticable  s.  The  Admiral,  however,  fent  Sir  John  rfjbby 

with 


s  We  have  this  in  Burchet  from  the  Original  ;  and  as  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary,  for  the  perfedt  Underftanding  this  Part  of 
the  Hilfory,  I  fhall  lay  it  before  the  Reader. 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  on  board  the  Breda,  the  28th 
of  fuly,  Prefent,  Flag  Officers,  the  Right  Honourable  Edward 
Rufiel,  Admiral  ;  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Red  ;  George  Rooke,  Efq;  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  ;  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red;  David  Mitchell, 
Efq;  firft  Captain  to  the  Admiral. 

Dutch.  Admiral  Allemonde  ;  Vice-Admiral  Callemberg  ; 
Rear-Admiral  Vandergoes  ;  Rear-Admiral  Evertfen  ;  Rear- 
Admiral  Muys. 

General  and  Field-Officers.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Lein- 
Eer,  Lieutenant-General  of  all  the  Forces  ;  Earl  of  Galway; 
Sir  Henry  Bellafife  ;  Monfieur  de  la  Meloniere  ;  Sir  David 
Collier  ;  Colonel  Beveride  ;  Monfieur  de  Cambon  ;  Colonel 
Selwin  ;  Earl  of  Argyll. 

The  Refolutions  they  came  to  follow.  “  The  Matter  of 
“  burning  the  Ships  at  St.  Maloes,  being  maturely  confider’d, 
“  Vice  -  Admiral  Rooke,  and  Vice  -  Admiral  Callemberg, 
“  (who  were  lately  fent  with  a  Squadron  of  Ships  before  that 
“  Port)  reprefen  ting  the  great  Difficulty  of  carrying  the 
“  Ships  in  there,  by  reafon  of  the  Multitude  of  Rocks,  and 
“  tne  Rapidity  ol  the  Tides  ;  and  the  Pilots  refufmg  to  con- 
“  dudf  any  Frigates,  or  Fire-Ships  into  the  Harbour,  becaufe 
“  the  Marks  might  be  removed  ;  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the 
“  Flag-Officers,  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  attempt  any 
“  thing  againit  the  Enemy’s  Ships  at  St.  Maloes,  with. 
“  any  Part  of  the  Fleet,  untill  the  Town  itfelf  could  be  fo 
“  far  reduced  by  the  Land-Forces,  as  that  Ships  might  not 
“  receive  any  great  Annoyance  from  the  Enemy’s  Guns  in  the 
<e  Attempt  ;  and  the  General  and  Field-Officers  of  the  Army, 
4  were  of  Opinion,  that  the  Troops  could  not  do  any  Service 
“  at  that  Place,  without  the  AiMance  of  the  Fleet. 


<( 


It 


78  NAVAL  BISTORT 

With  a  flout  Squadron,  to  endeavour,  if  pcffible,  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  French  Fleet,  which  was  every  Day  ex- 
pe&ed  to  fail  from  St.  Makes  to  Breji  ;  and  as  foon  as 
this  was  done,  the  Admiral,  with  the  reft  of  the  Fleet 
and  the  Tranfports,  failed  for  La  Hogue .  Secretary 
Burchet  fays  poiitively,  that  in  his  Paflage  he  received 
Orders  from  the  Queen  to  return,  and  that  in  Obedi¬ 
ence  to  thefe  Orders,  he  came  back  in  a  few  Days  to 

St. 


<£  It  was  then  coniidered,  whether  it  was  feafible  to  make 
<e  any  Attempt  on  the  Enemy’s  Ships  at  Breft  ;  and  although 
“  the  Flag-Officers  were  of  Opinion,  that  an  Attempt  might 
“  be  made  there,  with  fome  Hopes  of  Succefs,  if  the  Sum- 
<e  mer  had  not  been  fo  far  fpent ;  yet,  confidering  the  Winter 
was  approaching,  they  did  not  think  it  proper  to  attack 
<c  the  Enemy’s  Ships  in  that  Port,  fmce  the  Fleet  might  be 
“  expofed  to  very  great  Inconveniencies,  ffiould  they  be  Wind- 
bound  near  that  Place  :  And  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the 
“  General  and  Field-Officers  of  the  Army,  that  they  ffiould 
“  not  be  able  to  do  any  Service  there  again#  the  Enemy,  un- 
41  lefs  they  could  be  protected  by  the  Fleet.  The  Flag-Offi- 
“  cers,  likewife,  thought  it  not  fafe  for  the  Fleet  to  attempt 
“  any  thing  again#  the  Enemy  at  Rochefort ;  the  Seafon 
“  of  the  Year  being  fo  far  fpent,  and  the  Place  itfelf  lying  fo 
4<  deep  in  the  Bay. 

“  It  was  in  the  next  Place  confidered,  whether  the  Fleet 
<£  might  lie  with  Safety  on  the  Coaft  of  Normandy,  to  pro- 
46  tedt  the  Army  in  an  Attempt  either  at  Havre  de  Grace, 
la  Flogue,  or  any  Place  thereabouts :  And  the  Flag-Officers 
judged,  that  it  might  lie  with  Safety  on  that  Coal!,  until! 
"  towards  the  End  of  the  next  Month,  in  cafe  their  Majefties 
“  Service  ffiould  require  it”. 

The  Flags  came  alfo  to  the  following  feparate  Refolution. 

That,  fmce  the  Tranfport-Ships  with  the  Land-Forces 
were  come  to  the  Fleet,  in  order  to  try  what  might  be  done 
°  again#  the  Enemy,  either  at  Sc.  Maloes,  Brelt,  or  Roche- 
(i  fort,  it  was  their  Opinion,  that  fomething  might  have 
“  been  attempted,  with  Probability  of  Succefs,  were  not  the 
Seafon  of  the  Year  fo  far  fpent  as  not  to  admit  of  the 
**  Fleets  going  with  Safety  thither”. 
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St.  Helens  \  Yet  there  is  foraething  very  improbable  in 
this,  if  we  confider,  that  as  foon  as  an  Exprefs,  dis¬ 
patched  by  the  Duke  of  Leinjhr ,  arrived  at  Whitehall 
with  this  News,  the  Queen  Sent  down  to  the  Fleet  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen  then  Lord  Prefident  of  the 
Council,  the  Earl  of  Devonshire  Lord  Steward,  the 
Earl  of  Dorfet  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Earls  of  Not¬ 
tingham  and  Rochejler ,  and  the  Lords  Sidney  and  Corn¬ 
wallis ,  to  know  the  Reafon  of  their  Return,  and  to 
lake  proper  Meafures  for  their  putting  to  Sea  again  im¬ 
mediately  u.  Thefe  Lords,  on  their  Arrival,  founds  a  II 
the  Troops,  except  two  Regiments,  on  Shore,  and  the 
Fleet  wind-bound.  Every  Body  then  expedfed  that  the 
Troops  would  re-imbark,  and  at  laft  they  did  fo;  but 
inftead  of  proceeding  to  France ,  they  failed,  under  the 
Efcort  of  a  Squadron  of  Men  of  W ar,  Part  to  OJlend , 
and  Part  to  Newport.  There  were  240  Transport 
Ships,  6  or  7000  Men,  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Ammu¬ 
nition  of  all  Sorts,  and  whatever  Seemed  requisite  for 
executing  a  great  Defign,  though  So  little  came  of 
it  w. 

One  cannot  wonder,  that  on  So  flagrant  a  Miscar¬ 
riage  as  this,  the  Mouths  of  all  the  World  were  open¬ 
ed.  The  Englijh ,  who  are  not  very  famous  for  their 
Patience  on  Such  Occaflons,  made  no  Difficulty  of  Say¬ 
ing,  that  the  Nation  was  plundered  and  abufed,  and  that, 

after 


t  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  476.  u  Kennet,  Burnet,  Prefent 

State  of  Europe,  Life  of  King  William,  Oklmixon.  w  The 
Political  Memoirs  for  the  Month  of  Auguft,  1692,  fay,  there 
were  16,000  ;  but  all  our  Hifiorians  mention  the  Numbers  I 
have  inferred. 
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after  immenfe  Sums  were  drawn  out  of  the  People’s 
Pockets,  by  the  moft  grievous  and  burdenfome  Taxes, 
they  were  idly  fquandered  away  in  chimerical  Projects. 
The  Dutch  fcrupled  not  to  exclaim  againft  the  Trea¬ 
chery  of  the  King’s  Counfellors,  and  to  affirm,  that  e- 
very  thing  that  was  tranfafted  at  London ,  was  fo 
fpeedily  betrayed  to  the  French  Court,  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  hope  any  Succefs  from  Defigns  concerted  there. 
The  French ,  according  to  their  ufual  Manner,  exulted 
Itrangely  on  their  Deliverance,  and  attributed  to  the 

Wifdom  and  Power  of  Lewis  XIV.  what  was  the  pure 

» 

Effedl  of  crofs  Accidents  and  Party-Refen tments  x.  I 
mud  not,  however,  forget,  that  fome  refined  Politici¬ 
ans  pretended,  that  this  Scheme  had  it’s  EfFedt;  that  King 
William  intended  no  more  than  alarming  the  French 
Court,  and  obliging  them  to  keep  great  Bodies  of  Men 
condantly  on  their  Coafts,  and  to  be  at'  a  vaft  Expence 
to  watch  the  Motion  of  this  fmall  Body  of  Troops, 
which  gave  his  Majefty  the  greater  Liberty  of  adding  in 
Flanders.  Yet  this  appears  Erangely  improbable,  if  we 
confider  the  Return  of  the  Fleet  to  St.  Helens ,  fince,  if 
this  had  been  the  Defign,  it  would  certainly  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  directly  to  Oft  end.  Others  would  perfuade  us, 
that  the  Intention  of  the  Court  was  to  have  landed  the 
Forces  at  Port  St.  Sebajlians ,  but  when  the  Orders  were 

opened  at  Sea,  all  the  Admirals  were  of  Opinion,  that 

% 

it  was  utterly  impracticable.  The  Refolutions  of  the 
Council  of  War  fhew,  that  this  Conjecture  was  ground- 
lefs.  The  Bottom  of  the  Bufinefs  was  a  Defign  upon 

Brejl , 


x  See  Burnet’s  Hi 
Volume  of  the  State 


dory  of  his  own  Times,  and  the  fird 
Tracts,  in  the  Reign  of  King  William, 
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Brejl ;  which  might  have  been  executed,  if  the  Tranf- 
ports  had  been  ready,  as  the  Admiral  advifed,  in 
May  r. 

After  the  fending  thefe  Troops  into  Flanders , 
the  great  Ships  were  ordered  about  to  Chatham ,  and  the 
Fleet  divided  into  Squadrons,  as  was  judged  moil  con¬ 
venient  for  the  Service  :  and  thus  ended  the  public 
Tranfaciions  of  this  Year1.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
amifs,  before  we  fpeak  of  the  Parliamentary  Enquiry  in¬ 
to  the  Miitakes  in  the  Management  of  the  Navy,  to 
mention  one  or  two  extraordinary  Exploits  at  Sea,  though 
of  a  private  Nature  ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe,  otherwife. 
Things  of  this  Kind,  though  very  worthy  of  Remem¬ 
brance,  mult  naturally  fink  into  Oblivion. 

O  n  the  24th  of  February ,  a  French  Privateer  took 

# 

a  fmall  Ship  called.  The  Friends  Adventure ,  belonging  to 
the  Port  of  Exeter  ;  and  on  the  29th,  Captain  Fitz* * 
gerald ,  who  commanded  the  Privateer,  took  out  of  her, 
the  Mailer  and  five  of  his  Men,  leaving  none  on  Board 
but  the  Mate,  Robert  Lyde  of  Topjham ,  a  Man  of 
twenty-three  Years  of  Age,  and  John  Wright ,  a  Boy 
of  fixteen,  with  feven  Frenchmen ,  who  had  Orders  to 
navigate  the  Ship  to  St.  Maloes .  But  when  they  were 

off  Cape  La  Hogue ,  a  ftrong  South-Eafl:  Wind  drove 
them  from  the  French  Coaft  ;  upon  which  the  Man 
and  Boy,  on  the  6th  of  March ,  took  their  Opportuni¬ 
ty,  when  two  of  the  Frenchmen  were  at  the  Pump,  one 
at  the  Helm,  one  on  the  Eorecaftle,  and  three  fieeping 
in  their  Cabbins,  to  attack  them.  The  Mate,  with  an 
Vol.  III.  G  Iron 


y  The  Reader  will  find  this  clearly  explained  hereafter. 

*  Burchct’s  Memoirs,  p,  167,  168.  and  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  476. 
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Iron  Crow,  killed  one  of  the  Men  at  the  Pump,  and 
knocked  down  the  other  at  one  Blow :  The  Boy,  at 
the  fame  Inttant,  knocked  down  the  Man  on  the  Fore- 
caftle,  and  then  they  fecured  and  bound  the  Man  at  the 
Helm.  One  of  the  Frenchmen ,  running  up  from  be¬ 
tween  Decks,  to  the  Affiftance  of  his  Companions,  was 
wounded  by  the  Mate ;  but  the  twro  others,  coming  to 
his  Relief,  feized,  and  had  like  to  have  fecured  him, 
if  the  Boy  had  not  come  up  brifkly  to  his  Affiftance, 
and  after  a  fharp  Struggle,  killed  one,  and  gave  the  o- 
ther  Quarter.  Having  thus  made  themfelves  Matters 
of  the  Ship,  they  put  the  two,  who  weredifabled  by  their 
Wounds,  into  Bed,  ordered  a  Third  to  look  after  them, 
and  fecured  them  between  Decks ;  one  they  kept  bound 
in  the  Steerage,  and  made  ufe  of  the  remaining  Man  to 
navigate  the  Vefiel,  which,  on  the  9th  of  March ,  they 
brought  fafely  into  Topjham ,  with  five  Prifoners  on 
Board  a. 

About  the  fame  Time,  one  Captain  Richard 
Griffith ,  and  his  Boy,  John  Codanon ,  recovered  their 
Sloop  called.  The  Tryal,  from  five  Frenchmen ,  put  on 
Board  them  by  a  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War,  and  ha¬ 
ving  wounded  three,  and  forced  all  five  down  into  the 
Hold,  brought  the  Veflel,  with  their  Prifoners,  fafe  into 
Falmouth b.  Thefe,  though  ftrong  Tettimonies  of  pro¬ 
digious  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  and  daring  Refolution,  yet 
at  the  fame  Time  fhew,  how  much  our  Trade  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  French  Privateers  ;  and,  indeed,  it  mutt  be 
confefted,  that  it  buffered  far  lefs  in  the  preceeding  Year, 

when 


a  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  2749. 
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when  the  French  were  Mailers  at  Sea,  than  in  this,  when 
their  grand  Fleet  was  blocked  up  in  their  Ports c. 

This  Circumllance  of  our  lofing  fo  many  Ships, 
after  fo  great  a  Viftory  at  Sea,  excited  much  Clamour, 
efpecially  among  the  Merchants  ;  though  the  Reafons 
affigned  for  it  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  were  very 
plaufible  at  leaft,  if  not  fatisfadlory.  They  laid,  that 
theLofs  the  French  fuftained  fo  early  in  the  Year,  oc- 
cafioned  their  Seamen’s  being  difmified  the  King’s  Ser- 
vice,  and  being  fuffered  to  go  on  Board  Privateers,  which 
rendered  them  more  numerous,  and  of  greater  Force 
than  ever  ;  while  on  the  other  Hand,  our  keeping  fo 
great  a  Fleet  fo  long  at  Sea,  rendered  it  impoflible  for 
the  Admiralty  to  furnifh  the  Merchants  with  proper 
Convoys,  at  the  fame  Time  that  fo  large  a  Number  of 
Men  were  employed  on  Board  the  Navy,  as  forced  our 
Commanders  of  Merchant  Ships,  to  proceed  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  Voyages  worfe  manned  than  ufual  d. 

The  King  opened  the  Seflions  of  Parliament  on  the 
4th  of  November ,  in  which  he  took  Notice  both  of 
their  great  Succefs,  and  great  Difappointments  at  Sea, 
which  gave  Occalion  to  the  fubfequent  Enquiries.  On 
the  nth  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thanked  Admiral  Rufel 
in  very  ilrong  Terms,  for  his  Courage  and  Conduct  in 
the  Affair  of  La  Hogue  ;  but  this  did  not  prevent  a 
warm  Attack  on  Account  of  the  Opportunities  that 
were  faid  to  be  loft  after  that  fignal  Advantage  e.  The 

G  2  Admiral 


'  c  This  we  find  very  ftrongly  infilled  upon  by  Bithop  Barnet. 
Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  Vol.  ii.  p.  94.  d  See 

Chandler’s  Debates  in  the  Year  1692.  My  Account  is  taken 
from  a  MS.  entitled.  Reflections  on  the  prefent  Complaints  of 
ill  Management  at  Sea.  *  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon, 

Life  of  King  William,  &c. 
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Admiral  furnifhed  the  Houfe  with  all  the  Letters,  Papers, 
and  Inftruddions,  that  were  neceflary  for  their  Informa¬ 
tion,  and  entered  into  a  large  Account  of  the  whole 
Affair.  Then  Sir  John  Jljhhy  was  examined  as  to  his 

not  executing  the  Orders  that  were  given  him  to  deftroy 
the  French  Ships,  which  got  into  St.  Maloes .  Sir  John 
cleared  himfelf  fo  handfomely,  and  fet  the  whole  Mat¬ 
ter  in  fo  fair  a  Light,  that  the  Speaker,  by  Order  of 
the  Houfe,  took  Notice  of  his  ingenuous  Behaviour  at 
the  Bar,  which  gave  fuch  Satisfaction,  that  he  was  dif- 
mifled  from  further  Attendance  • .  Then  the  Bufmefs 
of  the  Defcent  was  fet  on  Foot,  which  was  alfo 
thoroughly  explained  by  the  Admiral,  who  (hewed, 
that  there  were  no  lefs  than  twenty  Days  intervened  be¬ 
tween  his  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  and  his 
Lordfhip’s  Anfwer.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  too  entered 
into  an  Examination  of  this  Matter,  where  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham  not  only  juftified  himfelf,  but  reflected  very 
feverely  upon  Admiral  RuJJel  \  and  the  Houfe  went  fo 
far  into  his  Refentments,  that  at  a  Conference  they  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Commons  foine  Papers  which  the 
King,  at  that  Lord’s  Requeff,  had  direfted  to  be  laid 
before  them.  But  this  was  fo  far  from  producing  the 
defired  EffeCl,  that,  immediately  on  the  reading  them, 
the  Commons  refolved  that  Admiral  RuJJel ,  in  his  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Fleet  during  the  laffc  Summer’s  Expedition, 
had  behaved  himfelf  with  Fidelity,  Courage,  and  Con¬ 
duct 

Im 


f  See  the  Notes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Chandler’s 
Debate,  So c.  So  much  eafler  it  is  to  fatisfy  a  Houfe  of  Par¬ 
liament,  than  to  efcape  a  Critical  Hiflorian.  s  See  the 

Votes,  Kennet,  Burnet,  &c. 
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In  thefe  Debates  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  Houle, 
that  one  great  Check  on  the  public  Service,  was  the 
Want  of  timely  and  fufficient  Supplies  ;  to  remedy 
which  in  the  fucceeding  Year,  they,  on  the  2d  ot  De¬ 
cember,  Refolved,  that  the  Sum  of  1,926,516/.  be 
granted  to  their  Majeities  for  the  Charge  of  the  Navy, 
[Including  the  Charge  of  the  Ordnance,  and  the  finifh- 
ing  their  Majefties  Naval  Yard  at  Hanwje  near  Plymouth, 
and  the  building  four  Bomb-Veffels,  and  eight  new  Ships 
of  the  fourth  Rate  h].  They  likewife  took  Notice  of 
Admiral  Ruffe?  s  inveighing  againft  the  Want  of  Know¬ 
ledge  in  Sea-Affairs,  in  fuch  as  pretended  to  diredt  them, 
and  therefore  a  Motion  was  made,  that  they  fhould  come 
to  a  Refolution  of  addreffing  his  Majefty,  to  conftitute 
a  Commiffion  of  Admiralty  of  fuch  Perfons  as  were  of 
known  Experience  in  Maritime  Affairs ;  but  here  the 
Weight  of  the  Board  appeared,  by  it’s  paffing  in  the 
negative  h  Yet  to  (hew  their  Diftalte  of  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham’s  interfering  fo  much  in  Maritime  Affairs,  they 
addrelled  the  King,  that  for  the  future  all  Orders  for  the 
Management  of  the  Fleet,  fhould  pafs  through  the  Hands 
of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  k.  But  the  Admi- 

G  3  ral’s 


h  This  fhews  a  true  Britifh  Spirit  ;  they  join  Amendment 
with  the  Difcovery  of  the  Mifchief.  i  It  was  truly  fore- 

feen  that  a  Lord  High  Admiral  might  be  much  more  eafily 
called  to  account  than  Lords  Commiffioners  ;  becaufe,  when¬ 
ever  the  latter  is  done,  the  Commiffioners  (if  they  have  Seats  in 
Parliament)  muff  a£t  .againft  themlelves.  In  this  Cafe,  the 
grand  Argument  againft  the  Addrefs,  was,  that  it  refledled  on 
his  Majefty’s  Judgment  ;  and  fo  Regard  to  Compliment,  got 
the  better  of  Concern  for  the  Public.  k  This  Ad¬ 

drefs  had  a  right  Intention  ;  Things  were  managed  before, 
the  Admiral  was  frequently  more  puzzled  to  underftand  his 

Orders 
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ral’s  Victory  here  celt  him  too  high  a  Price  ;  for  the 
King,  conceiving  that  he  had  fliewn  a  greater  Concern 
for  his  own  Intereft  and  Reputation,  than  for  his  Ser¬ 
vice,  refolved,  notwithftanding  the  great  Things  he  had 
done,  to  lay  him  afide  for  the  prefent,  and  employ 
luch  as  might  make  his  Affairs  go  eafy  ;  which  Defign 

was  executed  foon  after,  though  with  very  indifferent 
Succefs  l. 

I  h  e  Waimth  the  Parliament  had  exprefled  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  Sea-Service,  joined  to  the  Clamour  that- 
had  been  railed  on  the  Defeat  of  the  late  Expedition, 
obliged  the  King  to  take  very  early  Care  of  whatever 
’elated  to  the  Adairs  of  the  Navy,  that  nothing  might 
hinder  the  fending  a  flout  fleet  to  Sea  in  the  Begin- 
iiing  of  me  Spring.  In  the  JVlontn  of  January^  there¬ 
fore,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  make  a  great  Change 
in  the  Command  of  the  Fleet,  in  which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  follow  chiefly  the  Advice  of  the  Earl  of  Not¬ 
tingham.  Inflead  of  appointing  an  Admiral,  he  granted 
a  Commiffion  to  Henry  Killegrew ,  Efq;  Sir  Ralph  De- 
lavuly  and  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  to  execute  that  Office. 
Bifhop  lour  net  fays,  that  the  two  firft  were  thought  to 
be  fo  much  in  King  James's  Intereft,  that  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  the  King  was  putting  the  Fleet  into  the  Hands 
0l  as  would  betray  him  ;  for  though  no  Excepti¬ 
on  lay  againft  Shovel ,  yet  he  was  but  one  to  two  m. 

Whether 

j. _ _  • 
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than  to  execute  them:  and  whenever  Difputes  arofe 
them,  tue  Admiral  was  fare  to  fufter  ;  tor  the  Secretary’ 
2.  crenciied  himfeif  behind  his  Bire&ions,  fo  that  there  was  no 
coming  at  him  but  through  the  Council. 

-  Bifhop  Burnet  reprefents  the  King’s  Conduct  in  this  re- 

lts  trLue  Llght>  Vol.  ii.  p.  103.  ®  see  hjg  Hiflcry 

ot  his  own  Times,  Yol.  ii,  p.  104, 
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Whether  the  Biftiop’s  Conjecture  was  well  grounded  or 
not,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  the  Event 
very  fully  proved,  that  fuch  a  joint  Commiffion  is  a 
very  bad"  Expedient.  Soon  after  his  Majefty  made 
George  Rooke,  Efq;  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  and 
Matthew  Aylmer ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  or  that  Squad. on. 
John  Lord  Berkley,  Vice-Admiral,  and  David  Mitchell, 
Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  ;  and  thefe  Promotions 
were  declared  on  the  8th  of  February  following.  To 
give  ftlll  a  higher  Proof  of  the  King’s  Concern  for,  and 
Attention  to  this  necefiary  Part  of  the  Public  Service1, 
his  Majefty  foon  after  went  down  to  Portfmouth ,  as  well 
to  view  the  State  of  the  Place  and  it’s  Fortifications,  as 
to  examine  into  the  Condition  of  that  Part  of  the  Fleet 
which  was  then  there.  On  this  Occafion  his  Majefty 
went  on  Board  the  Ship  where  Vice-Admiral  Rooke  had 
hoifted  his  Flag,  and  conferred  the  Honour  of  Knight¬ 
hood  upon  that  Admiral  ;  after  which  he  returned  to 
London  very  well  fatisfied  as  to  the  State  of  the  Fleet 
at  Spithead n. 

The  War  in  Flanders  requiring  his  Majefty’s  Pre¬ 
fence  early  in  the  Spring,  the  Admirals  were  inftruCted 
to  make  all  poflible  Difpatch  in  getting  out  the  Fleet 
to  Sea,  to  endeavour,  if  poflible,  to  block  up  the  E- 
nemy  in  their  Ports,  efpecially  in  Brejl,  which  was 
thought  very  practicable,  and  to  take  all  poflible  Care 
of  the  Merchants.  In  order  to  comply  with  the  firll 
Part  of  their  Charge,  they  began  to  take  half  the  Sea¬ 
men  out  of  Privateers  ;  but  this,  notwithftanding  the 

G  4  preffing 


n  See  the  Memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke  in  the  fourth 
Volume. 
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preffing  Occafions  of  the  Public,  and  the  great  Scarcity 
of  Men,  was  thought  fo  heavy  a  Grievance,  and  be- 
Jides  fo  vifible  a  Favour  to  the  Enemy,  that  it  was  dif* 
ufed.  Then  five  Regiments  of  Foot  were  put  on 
Board,  with  a  View  to  the  Debarkment  at  Breji ,  which 
was  a  Scheme  of  fome  of  the  Land- Admirals,  and  was 
always  thought  (what  it  afterwards  appeared  to  be)  by 
the  abieft  of  our  Seamen,  a  very  dangerous,  and,  at 
the  fame  Time,  a  very  impracticable  ProjeCt.  Provi- 
lions  running  fcarce,  a  Mefs  was  increafed  from  four  to 
y  ^  ^  1 5  in  Spight  of  all  thefe  Contrivances, 

they  were  not  able  to  form  a  Line  of  Battel  at  St. 
Helens,  till  the  7  th  of  May ,  1693,  which  loft  them 
the  Opportunity  of  blocking  up  either  of  the  French 
Squadrons  As  to  the  Merchants,  their  Complaints 
grew’  louder  than  ever  :  Such  as  were  concerned  in  the 
Levant  or  Mediterranean  Trade,  had  their  Ships  lying 
waiting  for  a  Convoy  many  Months,  nay,  fome  above 
a  Year  and  a  half  $  and  the  Excufes  they  received  from 
the  Admiralty  were  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  put  it  out  of 
their  Power  to  judge  when  they  might  expedi  a  Con¬ 
voy  ;  for  this,  they  were  told,  depended  on  the  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  Board,  and  the  Merchants  were  but  too 
fenfible,  they  had  no  Intelligence  at  all  p. 

When 


0  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  1 66,  167.  Kennet,  Burnet,  Life 
of  King  William,  Gldmixon.  p  The  Complaints 

made  by  the  Merchants,  did  not  only  run  high,  but  were  ex¬ 
tremely  well  fupported.  They  (hewed,  beyond  the  Power  of 
Refutation,  the  Folly  of  fufFering  Ambition,  Intereft,  or  In¬ 
trigue,  to  prefer  unqualified  Men  to  that  Board,  which  directed 
the  Naval  Power  of  England  :  and  yet  the  Mifchief  was  not, 
in  Truth  could  not,  be  amended  ,*  becaufe  the  more  experi¬ 
enced  People,  who  had  been  long  in  the  Service,  were  thought 
difaffedted,  and  fo  it  was  feared  the  Remedy  might  have  proved 
yyorfe  than  the  JDifeafe. 


*/ 
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When  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Ships  joined,  they 
made  a  formidable  Appearance,  andeveiy  Body  cxpccl- 
fomething  very  confiderable  would  be  perfoimed  C 
It  appeared,  however,  too  foon,  that  7  hings  were  in 
their  old  Condition  ;  that,  in  fliort,  the  Admirals  had 
not  proper  Orders  to  warrant  their  doing  any  thing 
of  Moment,  and  were  too  much  divided  in  their  O- 
pinions,  to  undertake  any  thing  of  themfelves.  In 
fliort,  the  only  Thing  they  could  refolve  on  was,  that 
Sir  George  Rooke  (hould  command  the  Squadron  ap¬ 
pointed  to  convoy  the  Mediterranean  Fleet,  and  that  in 
cafe  they  had  no  exadt  Intelligence  of  the  French  Squa¬ 
drons,  the  Fleet  fliould  accompany  Sir  George  into  a 

certain 


a  The  Line  of  Battel  publifhed  here  and  in  Holland,  flood 
thus  : 
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certain  Latitude  r.  If  this  Delign  had  been  executed 
as  foon  as  it  was  formed  and  talked  of,  it  had  been  ho¬ 
nourable  for  the  Nation,  and  happy  for  the  Merchants ; 
but  the  Admirals  were  fo  timorous  and  diffident  of  their 
own  Power,  that  it  was  the  Beginning  of  June  before 
they  failed ;  and  even  then  they  had  no  Intelligence  of 
the  Enemy’s  Motions,  but  took  their  Meafures  at  Ran¬ 
dom.  A  Circumftance  not  raffily  to  be  averted,  and 
yet  too  important  to  be  concealed  when  fupported  by  un¬ 
deniable  Evidence s. 

i  h  e  French ,  on  the  other  Hand,  adted  with  greater 
Prudence  in  the  Difpofition  of  their  Naval  Strength  this 
Year,  than  they  had  done  during  the  Continuance  of 
the  War.  In  order  to  repair  the  mighty  Lofs  he  had 
fuflained  at  La  Hogue ,  the  French  King  bought  feveral 
large  Ships,  and  turned  them  into  Men  of  War,  caufed 
fuch  as  wanted  Repairs  to  be  put  into  a  Condition  to 
go  to  Sea  during  the  Winter,  and  that  they  might  not 
be  detained  for  Want  of  Men,  he  fufpended  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Trade  of  France  for  a  Year,  by  forbidding 
any  Ships  to  go  to  Sea,  till  his  Squadrons  were  manned  : 
Laflly,  to  raife  the  Spirits  of  the  Seamen,  as  well  as  to 
encourage  fuch  Officers  as  had  done  their  Duty  in  the 
laft  unlucky  Engagement,  he  made  a  grand  Naval  Pro¬ 
motion,  which  had  precifely  the  Effedt  he  expedled 
from  it,  and  excited  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Diligence  and  Emu¬ 
lation,  as  is  ealier  to  be  conceived  than  defcribed  The 

Reader 


r  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p,  181.  s  Burchet,  Kennet, 

Burnet,  Oldmixon,  State-Tradis  in  the  Reign  of  King  William, 
and  in  fhort,  all  the  Memoirs  of  that  Time.  t  Hiftcire 
Militaire  de  Louis  XIV.  Tom.  ii.  o.  C93,  70c.  Mexnoires 
de  Pourbin3  P.  Daniel. 
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Reader  will  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this,  when 
he  is  informed,  that  the  French  Fleet  failed  from  the  O- 
cean  for  the  Mediterranean  in  the  Middle  of  the  Month 
of  May ,  in  three  Squadrons,  confifting  all  together  of 
feventy-one  Ships  of  War,  befides  Tenders,  Bomb- 
Veflels,  and  Fire-Ships  ;  fo  that  they  were  actually  on 
the  Coaft  of  Portugal ,  before  our  Smyrna  Fleet  failed  u. 
Almoft  all  our  Writers  agree,  that  the  French  Fleet  had 
very  exadt  Intelligence  from  hence,  and  laid  their 
Scheme  for  furprizing  this  rich  Fleet  very  early  in  the 
Winter.  I  cannot  find  any  thing  of  this  Sort  in  the 
French  Writers  I  have  met  with;  and  yet  they  are  ready 
enough  to  magnify  the  Policy  of  their  Court  upon  o- 
ther  Gccafions :  Yet  I  would  not  be  underfiood  to  dis¬ 
credit  what  our  Authors  fay  on  this  Subjeft,  fince  it  is 
very  probable  they  are  in  the  right,  and  the  French 
Hiftorians  might  either  want  proper  Information,  or 
think  it  more  glorious  for  the  French  Arms  to  let  this 
treacherous  Correfpondence  pafs  in  Silence  w. 

The  Englijh  Fleet  left  Sir  George  Rooke  with  the 
Sir  eight's  Squadron  on  the  6th  of  June  in  the  Even¬ 
ing,  about  fifty  Leagues  W.  S.  W.  of  the  VJhant ,  and 
returned  to  take  up  the  Cruizers,  having  all  this  Time 
had  no  Account  of  the  Enemy.  The  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  at  home,  however,  had  an  Account  diredlly 

f  i 

from  Portugal  of  M.  Tourville’ s  coming  into  Lagos-Bay , 
between  Cape  St.  Vincent  and  Faro,  with  no  lets  than 

1 14 


u  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  183-  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  ii. 
p.  707.  w  Thefe  Points  are  fully  cleared  in  the  Pro¬ 

ceedings  againlt  Mr.  Abraham  Anfelm,  Secretary  to  the  Admi¬ 
rals  lyillegrew,  Pelaval,  and  Shovel,  &c.  qto.  1694. 
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1 14  Sail  great  and  fmall.  This  exceedingly  alarmed 
the  Government,  and  Advice  was  inftantly  difpatched 
to  the  Fleet,  which  confided  now  of  fixty-nine  Ships 
of  the  Line  of  Battel  \  On  the  23d  of  June  a  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War  was  held  at  Torbay ,  in  which  it  was  refolved 
to  bear  away  for  Lijlon  immediately,  in  Cafe  they 
could  be  properly  victualled  •  but,  to  prevent  all  Dan¬ 
ger,  Orders  were  difpatched  to  Sir  George  Rooke ,  of 
which  we  (hall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter.  If 
this  Refolution  had  been  purfued,  and  the  Fleet  had 
actually  failed  for  Lijbon ,  fomething  might  have  been 
done  worthy  of  the  Englijh  Nation.  But  upon  the 
1  ft  of  July  another  Council  of  War  was  held,  in 
which,  though  the  Queen’s  Orders  were  produced  for 
their  executing  what  themfelves  had  before  propofed, 
yet  the  Flags  came  to  a  new  Refolution,  which  was 
to  fubmit  it  to  her  Majefty,  whether,  if  the  French 
Squadrons  were  joined,  and  fhould  fail  North-about, 
the  Coafts  of  England  might  not  be  expofed  to  fome 
Infill t$  during  their  Abfence7.  This  was  doing  what 
they  had  always  charged  the  Council  with  doing,  viz. 
altering  their  Scheme  when  it  ought  to  be  put  in  Ex¬ 
ecution.  They  knew  well  enough,  that  a  Hint  of  the 
Coaft  being  in  Danger,  would  be  fufficient  to  prevent 
their  quitting  it ;  and  this  was  certainly  what  they  now 
intended,  and  might  eafily  have  been  difcerned  to  have 
been,  what  it’s  Confequences  (hewed  it  to  be,  a  weak 

and  ruinous  Meafure  ;  which  expofed  Sir  George  Rooke , 

^  / 

and  the  rich  Fleet  under  his  Care,  to  be  attacked  by 

the 


x  Burchet,  Rennet,  Barnet,  OJdmixon,  Life  of  King  William « 
y  Bardlet’s  Memoirs,  p.  185, 
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the  whole  Force  of  Francs ,  while  we  had  a  fuperior 
Fleet  riding  to  no  Purpofe  in  our  Channel.  But  it  is 
now  Time  to  leave  it,  and  fpeak  of  the  Coududl  and 
Fortune  of  that  Vice-Admiral  on  this  critical  Oc- 

cafion. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  the  grand  Fleet 
quitted  Sir  George  Rook e  on  the  6th  of  June,  1693, 
without  having  at  that  Time  any  certain  Intelligence 
either  of  the  Force  of  the  French  Squadrons,  or  where 
they  were  failed  ;  which  put  Admiral  Rooke  under 
great  Difficulties,  and  therefore  we  cannot  wonder  that 
he  exprefled  feme  Concern  at  the  great  Rifque  the  nu¬ 
merous  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men,  under  his  Convoy, 
was  like  to  run  It  is  true,  his  Squadron  was  very 
ltrong,  confifting  of  no  lefs  than  twenty-three  Men  of 
War,  and  he  had  under  him  two  Flag-Officers  of  great 
Courage  and  Experience,  viz.  the  Dutch  Vice-Admiral 
Vandergoes ,  and  Rear-Admiral  Hopfon.  But  then  the 
Merchant-Men  under  his  Care  were  near  four  hundred, 
and  thefe  not  only  Englijb  and  Dutch ,  but  Danes , 
Swedes ,  Hamhurghers ,  Flemings ,  &c.  fo  that  our  Re¬ 
putation  as  a  Maritime  Power,  was  in  a  manner  flaked 
for  their  Safety a.  When  he  left  the  Fleet  he  had  a 
very  fair  and  ftrong  Gale  of  Wind,  which  carried  him 
at  fuch  a  Rate,  as  prevented  any  of  the  Advice-Boats, 
fent  with  frefh  Inftrudtions,  from  coming  up  with  him  ; 
and  he  was  fo  unlucky  too,  as  not  to  meet  with  any 
Ships  at  Sea  that  could  give  him  Notice  of  Marfhal 

Tour  vi  lie's 


%  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  185.  See  this  Matter  further  ex¬ 
plained  in  our  Memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke.  a  Kennet, 

Burcliet,  Burnet,  and  the  State  of  Europe  for  July,  1693. 
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Tourvilleh  Fleet  being  in  that  Part  of  the  World.  In 
,  this  Situation  of  Things  he  purfued,  as  was  his  Duty, 
his  Inflru&ions,  and  having  left  by  the  Way  the  Veflels 
bound  for  Bilboa ,  Lijbon ,  St.  TJbes ,  and  other  Places, 
he  continued  his  Courfe  for  the  Str eight}  b. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  he  ordered  The  Lark,  a  fixth 
Rate  Man  of  War,  and  a  prime  Sailor,  to  firetch  a- 
hcad  of  his  Scouts  in  Lagos-Bay ,  to  get  what  Intelli¬ 
gence  they  could  of  the  Enemy  ;  but,  through  fome 
Overfight  of  the  Captain,  this  was  not  properly  exe¬ 
cuted.  T.  he  next  Day  the  Scouts  difcovered  two  of 
the  Enemy’s  Ships,  and  engaged  them  in  the  Afternoon, 
till  perceiving  eight  or  ten  Sail  under  the  Cape,  they 
thought  fit  to  quit  the  Frenchmen ,  in  order  to  inform 
the  Admiral  of  what  they  had  feen.  Upon  this  a 
Council  of  War  was  called,  in  which  the  Admiral’s  O- 
pinion,  for  lying  by  till  the  Enemy’s  Strength  could  be 
known,  was  over-ruled  c.  On  the  17th,  about  Break 

of 


b  The  new  Orders  fent  him,  were  to  this  Purpofe;  that  in 
cafe  he  was  obliged  to  go  into  the  River  of  Lisbon,  and  re¬ 
ceived  certain  Intelligence,  during  his  Stay  there,  that  the 
Toulon  Squadron  had  joined  the  red  of  the  French  Fleet,  and 
were  together  gone  Northward,  from  the  Coaft  of  Portugal, 
he  lhoula  leave  a  proper  Number  of  Ships,  both  Englifh  and 
Dutch,  to  proceed  up  the  Streights  with  the  Turky  Fleet,  and 
himfelf  return  with  the  red,  and  jqin  the  Body  of  our  Fleet 
in  thefe  Seas ;  and,  not  meeting  them  in  his  PafTage,  to  make 
the  Port  of  Plymouth,  and  there  expett  further  Order.  But 
thefe  Indru&ions  could  be  of  no  Ufe  to  him,  fince  they  were 
net  fent  till  the  23d,  and  he  fell  in  with  the  French  three 
Days  afterwards.  Secretary  Burchet,  indeed,  fays,  they  were 
fent  the  3d  of  June  ;  but  his  own  Account  fhevvs,  that  to 
be  impofiible,  fince  he  owns,  that  Sir  George  did  not  quit  the 
grand  Fleet  ’till  the  6th. 

c  This  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  Caufe  of  all  the 
Mi  (chief  that  afterwards  followed.  Indeed  the  Admiral  was 

fa 
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of  Day,  ten  Sail  of  French  Men  of  War  were  difcover- 
ed,  with  fo me  fmall  Ships,  which  were  chafed  by  Part 
of  the  Englijh  Squadron,  and  a  Fire-fhip  taken,  the 
Crew  of  which  positively  aflerted,  that  the  whole  Squa¬ 
dron,  though  there  were  three  Flags  amongft  them, 
confifted  but  of  fifteen  Ships  of  the  Line.  About  Noon 
the  Falfity  of  this  Aflertion  was  difcovered,  and  Sir 
George  Rooke  eafily  counted  eighty  Sail  of  Men  of 
War.  Sixteen  of  thefe  (amongft  which  were  three 
Flags)  plied  up  to  the  Englijh  Squadron,  while  the  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  White  flood  off  to  Sea,  that  he  might 
fall  in  among  the  Merchant-Ships d. 

The  Dutch  Vice-Admiral,  about  three  o’Clock, 
fent  a  Meflage  to  Sir  George ,  that  being  now  fenfible 
of  the  Strength  of  the  French  Fleet,  which  he  doubted 
before,  as  well  as  of  their  Defign,  he  thought  it  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  avoid  fighting,  as  it  could  only  tend 
to  their  abfolute  Ruin.  At  this  Time  they  were  within 
four  Miles  of  the  Enemy,  and  it  was  the  Sentiment  of 
Sir  George  himfelf,  that  they  were  too  far  advanced  to 
think  of  retreating ;  and  therefore,  before  he  received 
this  Meffage,  he  was  refolved  to  pufh  for  it ;  but  con- 
fidering  afterwards,  that,  if  the  Dutch  Admiral  had  form¬ 
ed  a  right  Judgment,  and  both  the  Squadron  and  the 
Fleet  under  their  Convoy  fhould  fuffer  greatly  by  this 
Meaiure,  the  Blame  would  fall  entirely  on  himfelf,  he 

brought 


fo  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  Confequences,  that  might  attend 
the  not  taking  this  Step,  as  to  call  in  five  or  fix  Captains  who 
were  on  board  his  Ship  by  Chance,  in  order  to  have  their  O- 
pinions  ;  and  they  agreeing  with  the  Council  of  War,  he  was 
forced  to  fubmit. 

d  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  189.  See  alfo  Captain  Littleton’s 
Letter  in  the  State  of  Europe,  for  the  Month  of  July,  1693. 
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brought  to,  and  flood  off  with  an  eafy  Sail,  that  the 
Dutch ,  and  the  heavy  Ships,  might  work  up  to  the 
Windward.  He  at  the  fame  Time  fent  Orders  to  the 
fmall  Ships  that  were  near  the  Land,  and  therefore  not 
likely  to  keep  up  with  the  Fleet,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  En¬ 
deavours  in  the  Night  to  put  into  the  neighbouring  Ports 
of  Faro,  St.  Lucar ,  or  Cadiz .  This  was  all  that  it 
was  in  the  Power  of  the  Admiral  to  do,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  thefe  Orders  were  extremely  well  calculated 
for  leffening,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  Misfortune  ;  and 
it  lhewed  great  Prefence  of  Mind  in  Sir  George  Rooke , 
to  provide  fo  wifely  for  the  moft  diffant  Part  of  the 
Fleet,  when  himfelf,  and  thofe  about  him,  wereinfuch 
eminent  Danger  e. 

The  Admiral  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue ,  with 
about  ten  Sail  of  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  fetched  up  the 
Englijh  Squadron  very  faff,  fo  that  about  fix  in  the 
Evening  they  came  up  with  two  Dutch  Men  of  War, 
and  fome  Merchant-Ships  of  that  Nation.  The  Men 
of  War  were  commanded  by  the  Captains  Schrijver 
and  Vander-Poel  •>  who  finding  themfelves  under  the 
the  Wind,  and  therefore  in  no  Probability  of  efcaping, 
tacked  in  for  the  Shore,  and  thereby  drew  the  Enemy 
after  them,  which  faved  the  reft  of  the  Fleet.  The 
Dutch  Captains  made  a  moft  defperate  Defence,  but 

were  at  laft  over-powered  by  Numbers,  and  taken  f. 

The 

e  Burchet,  Columna  Rodrata,  Life  of  King  William.  f  It 
is  very  drange,  that  even  our  bed  Plidonans  fhould  be  fo  ^in¬ 
accurate  as  to  their  Dates.  According  to  Burchet,  this  En¬ 
gagement  happened  on  the  18th  of  June  ;  according  to  Bifhop 
Kennet,  it  mud  have  been  the  16th.  One  would  have  thought 

the  former  moll  like  to  be  in  the  right,  on  Account  of  the 

Opportunities 
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The  Admiral  flood  ofF  all  Night,  having  a  frefli  Gale 
at  N.  N.  W.  and  the  next  Morning  found  fifty-four 
Ships  about  him,  among  which  were  only  two  Dutchy 
and  one  Hamburgher.  Five  Sail  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships 
appeared  to  the  Leeward,  and  two  to  the  Windward, 
which  laft  dogged  him  all  Day.  On  the  19th  Sir  George 
Rooke  fent  for  the  Officers  of  the  Men  of  War  and 
Merchant-Ships  on  Board,  in  order  to  get  the  belt  Ac¬ 
count  he  could  of  the  State  they  were  in,  and  to  con¬ 
cert  the  molt  proper  Meafures  for  fecuring  the  Remain¬ 
der.  In  this  Council  molt  of  the  Officers  prefent  were 
for  going  either  to  Lijbon ,  or  bearing  away  for  Ireland . 
The  Admiral,  however,  confidering  that  they  had  not 
Water  enough  on  Board  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  laft 
mentioned  Scheme  into  Execution,  and  having  alfo 
feme  Hopes  of  meeting  with  Part  of  his  icattered  Fleet 
at  the  Maderas ,  he  determined  to  fail  thither ;  which 
he  accordingly  performed  g. 

If  the  Enemy  had  executed  this  Defign  of  theirs 
with  as  much  Dexterity  as  they  fhewed  in  contriving 
it,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  any  Part  of  the  Fleet  of 

Vol.  III.  _  H  Merchant- 


Opportunities  given  him  by  his  Office  ;  and  the  rather  in  this 
particular,  becaufe  I  am  fatished  he  copied  Sir  George  Rooke’s 
Narrative  :  and  yet  he  is  abfolutely  wrong,  as  appears,  not  only 
from  other  Accounts,  but  from  his  own  :  the  Marquis  de 
Quincy  places  this  A&ion  on  the  2^th,  N.  S.  That  is  the 
17th,  and  it  mull  have  happened  upon  that  Day,  even  accord¬ 
ing  to  Burchet’s  Account;  for  he  tells  us,  that  the  Day  after 
the  Engagement,  was  Sunday  :  Now  it  appears,  that  the  18th 
of  June,  1693,  fell  on  a  Sunday;  confequently  the  A&ion 
mult  have  happened  on  the  17th,  and  fo  indeed",  Sir  George 
Rooke’s  original  Account,  and  all  the  Papers  of  thofe  Times 
have  it. 

s  Burchet,  Kennet,  Life  of  King  William,  Oldraixon,  &c. 
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Merchant-Men  could  have  been  faved.  But  whether 
their  Admirals  made  a  wrong  Difpolition,  or  whether 
their  Orders  were  but  indifferently  obeyed,  certain  it  is, 
that  they  did  not  ftrike  near  fo  heavy  a  Blow  as  they 
might  have  done.  Yet  the  Mifchief  they  did  was  very 
great,  and  feverely  felt  both  by  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
Traders.  According  to  forme  Accounts,  befides  four  of  the 
greateff:  Smyrna  Ships,  which  M.  Coetlogon  burnt,  or  funk 
at  Gibraltar ,  and  feven  which  he  took,  M.  de  Tourville 
and  the  Count  d’EJlrees  took  two  Dutch  Men  of  War, 
burnt  a  rich  Pinnace,  and  an  Englijh  Man  of  War, 
took  twenty-nine  Merchant-Men,  arid  deffroyed  about 
fifty  more  h.  The  Value  of  the  Cargoes,  and  the 
Men  of  War  together,  might  amount  to  one  Million 
Sterling,  or  thereabouts  •>  whereas  the  French ,  if  they 
had  taken  the  whole  Fleet,  (as,  confidering  their  prodi- 
digious  Superiority,  they  might  ealily  have  done) 
muff:  have  been  Gainers  of  upwards  of  four  Millions. 
As  it  was,  the  Lofs  fell  very  heavy  upon  us,  without 
much  enriching  them  \ 

T  h  e  French  Writers  treat  this  Affair  as  one  of  the 

molt  glorious  Actions  ever  performed  by  their  Arms  at 

✓ 

Sea.  M.  de  Quincy  gives  us  a  very  concife  Account  of 
the  Engagement,  and  then  runs  into  a  long  Detail  of 
the  Prizes  that  were  taken,  and  of  the  rich  Cargoes 

with 


h  Kennet,  Burnet;  but  more  particularly,  the  prefent  State 
of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1693.  1 1  ground  my  Com¬ 

putation  on  the  Account  given  by  the  Dutch  Writers  ;  for, 
notwithffanding  the  Noife  this  Affair  made  in  England,  and 
its  becoming  afterwards,  as  the  Reader  will  find,  the  Suhjedt 
of  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry  ;  yet  no  certain  or  exa£t  Account 
was  ever  publifhed  here. 
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with  which  they  were  laden.  He  feems  to  be  miftaken 
in  many  Circumftances ;  particularly  in  reporting  our 
Squadron  to  have  confifted  of  twenty-feven  Men  of 
War,  and  thefe  too  he  makes  much  larger  Ships  than 
they  were.  Father  Daniel  informs  us,  that  M.  Tour - 
ville  at  firft  apprehended  the  whole  confederate  Fleet 
to  have  been  ready  to  attack  him ;  and,  as  he  had  not 
yet  joined  Count  d'EJlrees ,  he  thought  proper  to  detach 
twenty  Sail  of  flout  Ships  to  attack  the  Englijb ,  in 
Cafe  they  proved  the  Smyrna  Fleet,  and  difpofed  the 
reft  of  his  Ships  in  the  beft  Order  poffible  for  fupporting 
them.-  This,  he  fays,  was  executed  fo  vigoroufly,  that 
■fixty  Merchant-Men  were  burnt,  funk,  or  run  afliore, 
and  twenty-feven  taken  k.  The  Accounts  publifhed  at 
that  Time,  admit  a  great  Mifmanagement  in  the  French 
Commanders ;  fome  of  them  charge  it  upon  M.  * 
Tourville ,  others  on  M.  Gabaret*  l.  The  Truth 
feems  to  be,  that  M.  Tourville^  Orders  for  ftretching 
out  to  Sea  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Adlion,  were  not 
well  obeyed  ;  and  that  the  prefling  fo  hard  on  the  twro 
Dutch  Men  of  War,  and  the  Ships  that  remained  with 

H  2  them 


k  Thefe  Accounts  are  to  be  found  in  the  Hiftoire  Militaire, 
tom.  ii.  p.  708.  and  in  the  Hiftoire  de  la  Milice  Francoife, 
tom.  ii.  p.  492.  As  to  the  Account  taken  from  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Count  de  Fourbin,  upon  which  fome  of  our  Writers 
lay  a  great  Strefs,  I  muft  confefs,  I  do  not  believe  it,  becaufe 

I  am  convinced  thofe  Memoirs  are  not  genuine.  1 1 

meet  with  this  in  the  Gazettes  and  Journals  of  thofe  Times, 
which  fay,  that  M.  Tourville  threw  the  blame  upon  Gabaret, 
as  not  punctually  obeying  his  Orders  ;  as  on  the  other  Hand, 
Gabaret  charged  it  on  the  Marfhal,  as  not  a&ing  vigoroufly 
enough,  which  Reflexion  is  faid,  to  have  put  him  upon  expoftng 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner  at  Malaga,  as  had  like  to  have  colt 
him  his  Life. 
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them,  was  a  falfe  Step  they  could  never  afterwards  re_ 
cover.  In  order,  however,  to  hide  thefe  Miftakes  from 
the  Eyes  of  the  People  of  France ,  and  to  magnify  the 
Advantage  gained  to  the  utmoft,  a  pompous  Account 
was  printed  at  'Toulon ,  full  of  very  extraordinary  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  fwelling  the  Lofs  of  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  to  the  Amount  of  fixty  Millions  of  Livres,  that 
is,  to  about  three  Times  as  much  as  it  really  wasm. 
The  Modefly  and  Impartiality  of  the  Dutch  Accounts 
of  this  unfortunate  Affair,  deferve  particular  Notice. 
They  date  the  Lofs  very  near  as  high  as  the  bell  French 
Writers;  but  at  the  fame  Time  they  confefs  it  had  been 
much  greater,  but  for  the  Prudence  of  Sir  George  Rookey 
on  whofe  Ccndudt  they  bellow  fuch  Praifes,  as  a  cbm- 
pleat  Victory  would  fcarce  have  extorted  from  his 
Countrymen.  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think  he  de¬ 
fer  ved  them  ;  becaufe  even  Bifhop  Burnet ,  who  was 
no  great  Friend  to  that  Admiral,  does  not  pretend 
to  find  out  one  wrong  Step  in  this  whole  Proceeding n. 

But 


m  An  Extract  of  this  Account  I  have  feen,  and  read  ;  and 
which,  though  calculated  to  do  Honour  to  the  French  Nation, 
does  in  reality  much  more  to  the  Dutch  ;  for  it  is  con felfed, 
that  eighteen  French  Ships  had  much  ado  to  mailer  two  of  The 
States  Men  of  War.  n  The  Sieur  du  Mont,  who  then 

wrote  a  Political  Journal  in  Flolland,  gives  this  Account  of  the 
Matter.  “  This  is  certain,  that  they  milled  the  greated  Part 
of  the  Convoy,  and  that  Sir  George  Rooke,  upon  this 
44  Occafion,  acquired  infinitely  more  Honour,  than  thofe  who 
c<  commanded  the  French  Fleet.  While  the  one,  though 
(l  unable  to  refill  fuch  as  attacked  him  in  the  midd  of  threat- 
“  ning  Dangers,  by  his  Prudence,  Dexterity,  and  Courage, 
44  faved  the  bed  Part  of  the  Fleet  committed  to  his  Charge, 
6C  at  a  Time  that  others  differed  themfelves  to  be  deprived  by 
44  the  fuperior  Skill  of  this  Admiral,  of  a  Booty,  which,  if 
44  they  could  have  kept  it,  Fortune  put  into  their  Flands. 
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But  the  Confequences  of  this  Engagement  were 
no  lefs  fatal  than  the  Adlion  itfelf ;  for  M.  Tourville > 
to  make  Amends  for  letting  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  Eng- 
lift  Fleet  efcape,  refolved  to  do  his  utmoft  to  take  or 
deftroy  fuch  Ships  as  had  retired  into  the  Spanift  Ports. 
With  this  View  he  came  on  the  20th  of  July  before 
Malaga ,  and  fent  a  Meflage  to  the  Governor,  that  he 
had  no  Defign  to  injure  the  Town,  unlefsthey  attempt¬ 
ed  to  defend  the  Englift  and  Dutch  Ships  5  in  which  Cafe 
he  would  bombard  it.  The  Governor  anfwered,  he 
had  the  King  of  Spain7 s  Orders  to  protedl  them,  and  he 
would  doit  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power.  There  were  four 
Dutch  Ships,  and  one  Englift  in  the  Mole,  which  he  at¬ 
tacked  with  great  Fury  °.  The  Men  on  Board  the 
Ships  made  a  long  and  gallant  Defence,  efpecially  The 
Union  Frigate,  which  the  French  twice  attempted  to 
burn,  and  were  as  often  lepulled.  But,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  a  Thing  impoffible  to  defend  the  Ships  any 
longer  againft  fo  unequal  a  Force,  the  Mafters  thought 
proper  to  bore  Holes  and  fink  them  p.  To  Cadiz  they 
fent  a  Squadron  of  fourteen  Men  of  War  and  two 
Bomb-Ketches,  and  foon  after  followed  with  the  whole 
Fleet.  But  they  were  able  to  effedt  little  ;  for  the  En¬ 
glift  and  Dutch  Ships  immediately  retired  out  of  the 
Road  into  the  Port,  where  they  were  fo  well  defended 
by  the  Cannon  of  the  Place,  that  the  French  were 
forced  to  content  themfelves  with  burning  two  Ships 
they  had  intercepted  in  the  Road,  and  had  hindered  from 

H  3  getting 


0  Burchet,  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  Quincy,  Daniel.  P  Some 
have  condemned  this,  as  done  too  haftily  ;  but  without  Quef- 
tion,  the  next  Thing  to  prefer ving  a  Ship  and  Cargo,  is  de- 
ftroying  it  in  Time. 
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getting  in  with  the  reft  At  Gibraltar ,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  Defence,  feveral  rich  Ships  were  burnt  and  funk, 
together  with  a  Dutch  Man  of  War.  The  Marquis 
de  Quincy,  after  relating  thefe  Exploits  particularly,  tells 
us,  that  Marfhal  Dour vi He  fent  twenty-four  Prizes  into 
Doulon,  and  computes  the  whole  Lofs  at  thirty-fix  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Livres,  or  thereabouts r.  It  is  now  Time  to 
return  to  Admiral  Rooke,  and  the  Care  taken  by  him  of 
the  Remainder  of  the  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  under  his 
Protection. 

Vi,  hen  he  form’d  a  Refolution  of  going  to  the 
Maderas,  he  fent  Home  The  Lark  Man  of  War  with 
tne  News  of  his  Misfortune,  and  then  continued  his 
Courfe  for  thofe  Iilands,  where  he  found  at  his  Arri¬ 
val  The  Monk,  Captain  Fairborne,  and  no  other  Ship s. 
After  taking  in  Water,  and  what  elfe  he  had  Occafion 
for  there,  on  the  27th  of  June  he  failed  for  Ireland, 
and  on  the  3d  of  Augujl,  1693,  he  arrived  fafely  at 
Corke,  with  about  fifty  Sail  of  Ships  of  all  Sorts  of  Men 
of  War  and  Merchant-Men  Soon  after  his  Arrival, 

he 


« ,  *  1 
q  According  to  a  Spanifh  Lift,  printed  at  Seville,  the  Ships 
preferred  here,  were  three  Englilh  Men  of  War,  fixteen  Mer- 
chant-men,  two  Dutch  Men  of  War,  eleven  Merchant-Ships, 
three  Danes,  two  Hamburghers,  one  Swede,  one  Oftender, 
and  one  Venetian.  Burchet  refleds,  notwithstanding  all  this, 
on  the  Governor  of  Cadiz  ;  but,  for  all  that  I  can  hnd,  with¬ 
out  any  Reafon  ;  for,  as  to  fending  M.  Tourville  fome  frefh 
Provisions  for  his  own  Table,  I  look  upon  it  as  an  A&  of 
Civility,  not  of  Treachery.  rThe  Marquis  fteers  in 

tne  Middle.  Marfhal  Tourville's  own  Account  fays,  the 
Mailers  of  the  Ships  that  were  taken,  computed  the  Lofs  at 
twenty  Millions  ;  and  the  Relation  publifhed  by  Authority,  at 
Toulon,  fpeaks  of  fixty  Millions.  s  Burchet’s  Me¬ 

moirs.  tlhe  Sieur  Du  Mont^  in  his  Memoirs  for  the 

Month 
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he  received  Orders  from  the  Admirals,  to  fend  fix  of  the 
largeft  Ships  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  go  with  the  reft  to 
Kinfale.  But  Sir  George,  conceiving  that  little  Service 
could  be  expe&ed  from  the  latter,  becaufe  they  were 
in  very  bad  Condition,  chofe  therefore  to  fend  them  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  Captain  Fairborne  to  kinfale,  and 
went  in  Perfon  with  the  fix  Men  cf  War  to  the 
Fleet0 ;  of  the  Proceedings  of  which,  from  the  Time 
of  Sir  George  Rooie's  Departure,  we  are  next  to 

fpeak. 

The  Flag-Officers  held  a  Council  of  War  on  the 
9th  of  July,  in  which  it  was  refolved  to  fail  forty 
Leagues  S.  W.  of  UJhant,  and  there  to  confider  what 
would  be  the  next  convenient  Step  foi  intercepting  th^ 
Enemy’s  Fleet  in  their  Return  from  the  Jl/Iediterrcineau . 
In  Purfuance  of  this  Refolution,  they  put  to  Sea 
two  Days  after;  but  were  fo  terribly  ruffled  by  a 
Storm,  that  they  were  forced  to  put  into  Torbay.  Up- 
the  17th,  the  Wind  proving  fair,  they  put  to  Sea  again, 
and  proceeded  to  their  intended  Station,  from  whence 
they  fent  out  light  Ships  in  fearch  of  Sir  George  Rooket 
and  to  cruize  on  the  Spani/h  Coaft,  in  order  to  get 
fome  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy.  The  former  carried 
the  Orders,  we  have  before  mentioned,  to  the  Admiral ; 
but  the  latter  were  not  fo  lucky  as  to  gain  any  Light 
into  the  Proceedings  of  the  French  Fleet  w.  While 
Things  were  in  this  Condition,  an  Accident  happened 

H  4  which 


Month  of  Auguft  1693,  fays,  Sir  George  Rooke  arrived 
with  twelve  Sail  of  Enghih  and  Dutch  Men  of  War,  and  be- 
tween  forty  and  fifty  Sail  of  IVIcrchant-oLips. 

u  Burchet’s  Memoirs.  v  Burciiet,  Lunietj  itch 

Oldmixon,  Life  of  King  William . 
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which  might  have  been  attended  with  ill  Confequen- 
ces.  Our  Fleet  had  failed  when  they  were  very  indif¬ 
ferently  furnilhed  with  Provifions,  upon  a  Promife  that 
thefe  fhould  be  immediately  fent  after  them.  In  the 
Beginning  of  the  Month  of  Auguji ,  fifty  Veflels,  laden 
with  Provifions,  failed  from  the  River  of  Thames  in 
quell  of  the  Fleet,  under  the  Convoy  of  two  Englijh , 
and  five  Dutch  Men  of  War :  but  the  Fleet  being 
forced  from  their  Station,  they  not  only  miffed  them, 
but  loll  their  Convoy.  They  met,  however,  with  Sir 
George  Rooke's  Squadron  in  it’s  Paffage  from  Kinfale , 
and  he  brought  them  fafe  to  the  Fleet  on  the  16th  of 
Auguji  x  ;  and  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month  they 
had  Orders  to  return  to  St.  Helen's ,  where  they  put  the 
four  Regiments,  that  had  been  on  Board  the  whole 
Summer,  on  Shore  :  and  then  the  Fleet  was  difperfed, 
having  done  as  little  for  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Na¬ 
tion,  as  any  Fleet  that  ever  was  fitted  outy. 

On  the  19th  of  September ,  1693,  fifteen  Dutch 
Ships  of  the  Line  of  Battel,  and  two  Frigates,  were 
ordered  by  his  Majefty  to  Holland ;  and  twenty-fix  Men 
of  War,  and  feven  Fire-Ships,  were  affigned  for  the 
Winter  Guard,  which  it  was  then  thought  would  have 
put  an  End  to  the  military  Operations  of  this  Year  ; 
but  it  foon  after  appeared,  that  there  was  yet  a  fecret 
Expedition  to  be  undertaken,  in  order  to  foften  a  little 
the  Joy  of  the  French  for  having  taken  the  Smyrna 
Fleet  *. 

On 


x  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  Memoirs  of  Admiral  Rccke, 
y  Burchet,  Burnet,  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  &c.  z  It  is 

remarkable,  that  this  is  not  fa  much  as  mentioned  by  Se¬ 
cretary  Burchet, 
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On  the  13th  of  November ,  Commodore  Benbow , 
in  Conjunction  with  Captain  Phillips ,  with  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  twelve  Men  of  War,  four  Bomb  Veflels,  and 
ten  Brigantines  and  Well-Boats,  failed  for  St.  Makes y 
where  they  arrived  on  the  1 6th,  and  about  four  in 
the  Afternoon  anchored  before  Quince-Fort.  Three  of 
the  Bomb-Veflels,  with  the  Brigantines  and  Well- 
Boats,  bore  in,  and  anchored  within  half  a  Mile  of  the 
Town.  About  eleven  they  began  to  fire,  and  conti¬ 
nued  firing  till  four  in  the  Morning,  when  they  were 
conflrained  to  warp,  to  prevent  grounding.  On  the 
17th  they  went  in  again,  and  threw  feventy  Bombs 
that  Day.  They  continued  firing  on  the  18th,  but  with 
frequent  Intermiffions,  which  made  the  Inhabitants  be¬ 
lieve  they  were  about  to  withdraw  :  however,  they 
landed  on  an  Ifland  near  the  Town,  and  burnt  a  Con¬ 
vent.  On  the  19th,  being  Sunday ,  they  lay  dill  till 
the  Evening,  when,  by  the  Favour  of  a  frefh  Gale  of 
Wind,  a  drong  Tide,  and  a  very  dark  Night,  they 
fent  in  an  extraordinary  Fire-Ship a,  of  about  300  Tons 
Burthen  (which  the  French  will  have  to  be  a  monflrous 
Machine)  and  which  was  intended  to  have  reduced  the 
Town  to  Afhes  ;  and  indeed  would  have  done  it,  but 
for  an  unforefeen  Accident,  for  fire  druck  upon  a  Rock, 
within  Piftol-fhot  of  the  Place  where  they  intended  to 
have  moored  her.  The  Engineer,  who  was  on  Board, 
did  all  he  could  to  get  her  off,  but  to  no  Purpofe.  At 
lad,  finding  the  Vefiel  begin  to  open,  and  fearing  fhe 
might  fink,  he  fet  Fire  to  her.  The  Sea-Water,  which 

had 


a  I  take  thefe  particulars  from  Commodore  Bcobow’s  Ac¬ 
count. 
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had  penetrated  in  many  Places,  prevented  the  Carcaflb 
from  taking  Fire.  The  Explofion,  however,  was  ter¬ 
rible,  beyond  Defcription  ;  it  fhook  the  whole  Town 
like  an  Earthquake,  broke  all  Glafs  and  Earthen  Ware 
for  three  Leagues  round,  and  ftruck  off  the  Roofs  of 
three  hundred  Houfes.  The  raoft  extraordinary  Thing 
of  all  was  this,  that  the  Capftan  of  the  Veffel,  which 
weighed  two  hundred  Weight,  was  carried  over  the 
Walls,  and  beat  a  Houfe,  it  fell  upon,  down  to  the 
Ground  b.  The  greateft:  Part  of  the  Walls  towards 
the  Sea  alfo  fell  down  j  and,  if  there  had  been  a  fuffi- 
cient  Number  of  Land-Troops  on  Board,  the  Place 
might  have  been  taken  and  pillaged.  As  it  was,  they 
demolifhed  Quince-Fort^  carried  off  eighty  Prifoners, 
and  frightned  moft  of  the  People  out  of  the  Town. 

This 


b  The  French  Writers  fay,  that  this  was  one  of  thofe  dread¬ 
ful  Machines,  iftiled  Infernals  ;  which  the  Dutch  made  Ufe  of 
to  deftroy  the  Bridge  over  the  Scheldt,  when  the  Prince  of 
Parma  belieged  Antwerp,  in  the  Year  1585.  The  Reader 
will  perceive  by  the  following  Defcription,  that  it  was  in  Fadl 
a  Fire-Ship,  contrived  to  operate  when  moored  clofe  to  the 
Town- Walls.  It  was  a  new  Ship,  of  about  300,  or,  as  the 
Marquis  de  Quincy  fays,  350  Tun.  At  the  Bottom  of  the 
Hold,  were  a  hundred  Barrels  of  Powder ;  thefe  were  covered 
with  Pitch,  Sulphur,  Rofin,  Tow,  Straw,  and  Faggots ;  over 
which  lay  Beams,  bored  through  to  give  Air  to  the  Fire  ;  and 
upon  thefe,  lay  three  hundred  Carcaffes  filled  with  Grenadoes, 
Chain-Shot,  Iron  Bullets,  Piftols  loaded,  and  wrapt  in  Lin- 
nen  pitched,  broken  Iron-Bars,  and  the  Bottoms  of  Glafs- 
Bottles.  There  were  fix  Holes,  or  Mouths,  to  let  out  the 
Flames,  which  were  fo  vehement,  as  to  confume  the  hardeil 
Subftances  ;  and  could  be  checked  by  nothing,  but  the  pouring 
in  of  hot  Water.  The  French  report,  that  the  Engineer 
who  contrived  this  Veffe],  was  blown  up  in  her  ;  becaufe  they 
found  the  Body  of  a  Man,  well  dreffed,  upon  the  Shore,  and 
in  his  Pocket-Book  a  Journal  of  the  Expedition.  He  was* 
however,  only  a  Mate  to  one  of  tlfe  Veflels. 
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This  Expedition  was  well  timed,  and  well  executed. 
It  ftruck  a  Panick  into  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  Maloes , 
whence  the  molt  troublefome  of  the  French  Privateers 
were  fitted  out,  and  it  ferved  to  awake  that  whole  Na¬ 
tion  from  their  Golden  Dreams  of  the  Empire  of  the 
Sea,  by  fhewing  them  what  a  very  fmall  Squadron  of 
Englijk  Ships  could  do,  when  commanded  by  Men  of 
Refolution  and  Experience. 

The  King  returned  to  England  in  the  latter  End 
of  the  Month  of  Oftober,  1693,  under  the  Efcorte  of 
a  fmall  Squadron  of  Men  of  War,  commanded  by 
Rear-Admiral  Mitchel.  On  the  6th  of  November  his 
Majefly  declared  his  Refolution  to  employ  Admiral  Ruf- 
felxhz  next  Year  at  Sea.  On  the  7  th  the  Parliament 
met,  and  his  Majefly  opened  the  Seffions  with  a  Speech 
which  began  thus.  “  I  am  always  glad  lo  meet  you 
“  here,  and  I  could  heartily  wifh  that  our  Satisfaction 
cc  were  not  leffened  at  prefent,  by  reflecting  upon  the 
“  Difadvantages  we  have  received  this  Year  at  Land, 
“  and  the  Mifcarriages  in  our  Affairs  at  Sea.  I  think  it 
<c  is  evident,  that  the  former  was  only  occafioned  by 
cc  the  great  Number  of  our  Enemies,  which  exceeded 
ours  in  all  Places.  For  what  relates  to  the  latter, 
which  has  brought  fo  great  a  Difgrace  upon  the  Na- 
ct  tion,  I  have  refented  it  extremely0 ;  and,  as  I  will 

“  take 


c  There  had  been  an  Enquiry  fet  on  foot,  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  as  appears  from  the  following  Notice,  printed  in  the  Lon¬ 
don- Gazette,  O&ober  25th,  1693. 

“  Whereas,  a  Report  has  been  raifed,  and  fpread,  by  Henry 
“  Killegrew,  Efq;  Sir  Ralph  Delava],  and  Sir  Cloudefley 
u  Shovel,  Admirals  of  their  M  jellies  Fleet,  That  the  Right 
u  Honourable  the  Lord  Vifcount  Falkland,  one  of  the  Lords 

* *  q£ 
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€<  take  Care  that  thofe  who  have  not  done  their  Duty 
“  {hall  be  punifhed ;  fo  I  am  refolved  to  ufe  my  utmoft 

Endeavours  that  our  Power  at  Sea  may  be  rightly 
“  managed  for  the  future.  And  it  may  well  deferve 
“  your  Confideration,  whether  we  are  not  defeftive  both 
4C  in  the  Number  of  our  Shipping,  and  in  proper  Ports 
44  to  the  Weft  ward  for  the  better  annoying  our  Ene- 
44  mies,  and  prote&ing  our  Trade,  which  is  fo  eflential 
“  to  the  Welfare  of  this  Kingdom.”  Upon  this  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  came  unanimoufly  to  a  Refolution, 
that  they  would  fupport  their  Majefties  and  their  Go¬ 
vernment,  enquire  into  the  Mifcarriages  of  the  Fleet  in 
the  preceeding  Summer,  and  confider  of  all  poffible 
Ways  and  Means  for  conferving  the  Trade  of  the  Na¬ 
tion. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  {hew  they  were  in 
earnelt,  examined  all  the  Admirals  ftridtly,  particularly 
Sir  George  Rooke ,  though  he  was  fo  ill  as  to  be  fcarce 
able  to  fpeak,  and  withal  fo  lame  of  the  Gout,  that  a 
Chair  was  fet  for  him  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe.  On  the 
17th  of  November  they  came  to  a  Refolution,  44  That, 
44  upon  Examination  of  the  Mifcarriages  of  the  Fleet, 
44  this  Houfe  is  of  Opinion,  that  there  hath  been  a 
44  notorious  and  treacherous  Mifmanagement  in  that 

44  Affair.” 


4<  of  their  Majefties  moft  Honourable  Privy-Council,  (He  was 
“  alfo  at  the  Head  of  the  Admiralty)  did,  upon  reading  a 
“  Paper  at  the  Board,  ftifle  fomething  that  was  material  to 
*a  their  Juftification  ;  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  having  con- 
“  fidered  and  examined  into  the  Matter,  are  fatisfied,  and 
“  do  declare,  that  the  Report  is  falfe  and  fcandalous.  AL 
cc  though  upon  Examination,  it  did  alfo  appear,  that  fome- 
<£  thing  happened,  which  might  miflead  the  Admirals  into 
“  that  Error.  And  it  is  ordered  in  Council,  That  this  be 
ee  printed  in  the  Gazette”. 
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“  Affair.”  Yet  afterwards  a  Negative  was  put  on  a 
Refolution  to  cenfure  the  Admiral’s  commanding  in 
Chief  ;  and  fo  by  Degrees  the  Matter  blew  over.  T wo 
Circumftances  contributed  principally  to  their  Safety  ; 
the  firft  was,  That  it  could  not  be  made  clear  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  Admirals  had  Information  of  the  Breft 
Squadron’s  putting  to  Sea  on  the  nth  of  May>  though 
it  was  evident  that  fuch  Advice  had  been  given  to  the 
Privy-Council  :  the  2d,  That  the  Lord  Falkla?id ,  who 

was  very  adtive  in  this  Profecution  of  the  Admirals,  fell 

$ 

under  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  for  very  indirect 
Pra&ices  in  Relation  to  the  Navy  ;  which  gave  the 
more  Offence,  becaufe  he  was  at  that  Time  Firft  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Admiralty.  Upon  the  whole,  Regard 
to  Truth  obliges  me  to  fay,  that  there  was  enough  done 
in  this  Affair  to  irritate  and  inflame,  and  very  little  to 
calm  or  fatisfy  the  Nation  ;  which,  however,  ought  to 
be  the  End  of  all  Parliamentary  Enquiries d. 

But, 


d  What  Bifhop  Burnet  fays  on  this  Subjed,  is  fo  concife, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  fo  ftrong,  and  to  the  Purpofe,  that  i 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  lay  it  before  the  Reader,  for  his 
further  Information. 

“  The  Enquiry  into  the  Condud  at  Sea,  particularly  with 
u  Relation  to  the  Smyrna  Fleet,  took  up  much  Time,  and 
“  held  long.  Great  Exceptions  were  taken  to  the  many  De-. 
lays,  by  which,  it  feemed,  a  Train  was  laid,  that  they  (hould 
not  get  out  of  our  Ports,  ’till  the  French  were  ready  to 
lie  in  their  Way  and  intercept  them.  Our  want  of  Intelli¬ 
gence,  was  much  complained  of:  The  lnftrudions  that 
“  the  Admirals  who  commanded  the  Fleet  had  received  from 
the  Cabinet-Council,  were  thought  ill  given,  andyetworfe 
executed.  Their  Orders  feemed  weakly  drawn,  ambiguous 
“  and  defedive  :  Nor  had  thy  fhewcd  any  Zeal  in  8doing 
"  more  than  flridly  to  obey  fuch  Orders  :  They  had  very 
...  cautioufly  kept  within  them,  and  had  been  very  careful 

“  never 
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But,  notwithftanding  the  Admirals  efcaped,  yet 
many  Things  were  laid  open  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  reflected  extremely  on  the  Management  of  the 
Navy.  It  appeared,  particularly,  that  the  Sum  of 
1,036,415  /.  was  due  for  Seamen’s  Wages.  This 
Itruck  the  Houfe  with  Aftonifhment,  and  accounted  at 
the  fame  Time  very  fully  for  the  Backwardnefs  of  the 
Sailors  in  entering  into  the  Public  Service.  To  pro¬ 
vide  a  Remedy  for  fo  great  an  Evil,  and  to  encourage 
the  Seamen  for  the  future,  the  Commons  voted  for 
500,000/.  towards  the  Difcharge  of  the  Debt,  and 
2,000,000  /.  for  the  Service  of  the  Fleet,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  might  be  able  to  perform  the  Promife  he  had  made 
them,  of  taking  Care  that  Things  fliould  go  next  Year 
better  at  Sea e.  His  Majefty  alfo  made  feveral  Changes 

in 


“  never  to  exceed  them  in  a  little.  They  had  ufed  no  Dili- 
“  gence  to  get  certain  Information  concerning  the  French 
“  Fleet,  whether  it  was  Hill  in  Breft,  or  had  failed  out.  But 
“  in  that  important  Matter,  they  had  trailed  general  and  un- 
“  certain  Reports  too  eafily.  Nor  had  they  failed  far  enough 
“  with  Rooke  to  fee  him  pafs  Danger.  To  all  this,  their 
“  Anfwer  was,  that  they  had  obferved  their  Orders :  They 
“  had  Reafon  to  think,  the  French  were  Hill  in  Breft  ;  that 
“  therefore  it  was  not  fafe  to  fail  too  far  from  the  Coaft 
“  of  England,  when  they  had,  as  they  underftood,  Ground 
“  to  believe,  that  they  had  left  behind  them  a  great  Naval 
“  Force,  which  might  make  an  Imprelfion  on  our  Coaft, 
“  when  they  were  at  too  great  a  Diftance  from  it.  The 
“  getting  certain  Intelligence  from  Brell,  was  reprefented  as 
“  impra&icable.  rFhey  had  many  fpecious  Things  to  fay  in 
“  their  own  Defence,  and  many  Friends  to  fupport  them  : 
“  For  it  was  now  the  Bufinefs  of  one  Party  to  accufe,  and 
“  of  another  to  juftifie  that  Conduct.  In  conclufion,  there  was 
“  not  Ground  fufftcient  to  condemn  the  Admirals,  fince  they 
“  had  followed  their  Inilru&ions :  So  a  Vote  palled  in  their 
“  Favour. 

c  Rennet,  Oldmixon,  Chandler’s  Debates. 
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in  the  Miniftry,  which  gave  great  Satisfaction  ;  for  the 
late  Enquiries  had  made  it  evident,  that  the  Dependants 
on  fome  Great  Men  were  principally  concerned  in  giving 
Information  to  the  French  of  all  our  Motions.  A  Con¬ 
duct  which,  however  coloured  with  their  pretended  Af¬ 
fection  for  their  old  Matter  King  James ,  was  a  moft 
grofs  and  glaring  Treafon  againft  their  Country  ;  fuch 
as  ought  to  have  drawn  upon  them  the  fevereft  Punifh- 
ments  while  living,  and  which  deferve  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  Polterity  with  a  proper  Note  of  Infamy,  to  prevent 
like  Practices  in  fucceeding  Times. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  Naval  Operations  of  the 

Year  1694,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  fome  Account 

/ 

of  the  fending  Sir  Francis  Wheler ,  with  his  Squadron, 
into  the  Mediterranean ,  as  that  was  a  Meafure  not  on¬ 
ly  concerted,  but  executed  in  the  preceding  Year  ; 
though  it’s  being  altogether  independant  of  other  Affairs, 
made  it  not  fo  proper  to  mention  it  before.  The  great 
Blow  the  Ejiglifl)  and  Dutch  Commerce  had  received 
there  by  the  intercepting  the  Smyrna  Fleet,  and  the 
Danger  there  was  in  leaving  the  Remains  of  that  Fleet 
any  longer  in  SpaniJ). h  Harbours,  engaged  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  to  fend  their  Orders  for  Sir  Francis  Wbeler 
to  proceed  with  a  Squadron  of  twenty-five  Men  of 
War  and  Frigates,  in  Conjunction  with  a  Dutch  Vice- 
Admiral  and  his  Squadron,  to  the  Mediterranean ,  where 
he  had  InftruCtions  to  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavour  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  fafe  Return  of  the  PlateTleet  into  Cadiz ; 
then,  he  was  to  leave  a  fufficient  Convoy  for  bringing 
Home  the  Ships  in  that  Port  to  England :  He  was,  next, 
to  convoy  the  Turky  Ships  as  far  as  the  Channel  of 
Malta  \  then,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Spanifi  Fleet, 

he 
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he  was  to  annoy  the  Enemy’s  T rade,  till  he  judged  his 
detached  Ships  were  about  to  return  ;  and  after  joining 
them  at  the  appointed  Place  of  Rendezvous,  he  was 
to  bring  back  with  him  all  the  Merchant-Ships  ready  to 
fail  from  any  of  the  Ports  in  the  Straights,  or  from 
Cadiz* *.  On  the  27  th  of  November ,  in  Purfuance  of 
thefe  Inftrudlions,  he  failed,  and  on  the  4th  of  Decern - 
her  fent  the  Ships  bound  to  Oporto  thither  under  a  Con¬ 
voy,  as  two  Days  after  he  did  thofe  bound  for  Lifbon 
and  St.  Ubes  ;  and  having  by  his  Vigilance  prevented  a 
Defign  of  the  French  to  intercept  Part  of  the  Merchant- 
Ships  under  his  Convoy,  he  arrived  on  the  19th  of  Ja - 
nuary  in  the  Bay  of  Cadizy  having  loft  Company  in 
his  Paflage,  with  only  one  of  a  hundred  and  fixty-five 
Ships  which  failed  with  him  from  England  s.  So  happy 
was  the  Beginning  of  an  Expedition,  which  proved  af¬ 
terwards  fo  unfortunate  ! 

O  n  the  Admiral’s  arriving  at  Cadiz ,  he  found  the 
Spanijb  Fleet  in  no  Condition  to  fail ;  but  had  the  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  finding  the  Plot  a  fafely  arrived  h.  On  the 
25th  of  January  Rear-Admiral  Nevile  joined  him  with 
the  Ships  he  had  ordered  to  cruize  off  Cape  St.  Vin¬ 
cent  y  together  with  the  detached  Convoys  which  the 

French 


f  Thefe  Inftrudtions  may  be  found  at  larp^e  in  Burchet’s 

•  ,  o 

Memoirs,  p.  201.  and  are  inditputably  thofe  given  to  the 
Admiral.  But  the  French  publiihed  abundance  of  ftrange 
Stories  about  Sir  Francis  Wheler’s  Com  million  ;  fuch  as  that 
he  intended  to  bombard  Genoa,  in  order  to  force  that  Re¬ 
paid  ic  to  comply  with  the  Demands  of  the  King  of  Spain  ; 
that  he  had  Views  on  the  Pope’s  Territories,  and  whatever 
elfe  they  thought  might  prove  a  Means  of  incenfing  the  Italian 
Princes.  s  See  the  prefent  State  of  Europe,  for  January, 

1694.  b  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  206. 
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French  in  vain  had  endeavoured  to  intercept.  Sir  Fran¬ 


cis  Wheeler ,  upon  this,  appointed  a  Squadron  of  four  En - 
glijh  and  as  many  Dutch  Men  of  War,  with  a  Fire-Ship, 
under  the  Command  of  Vice-Admiral  Hopfon ,  to  bring 
Home  the  Merchant-Ships  that  were  ready  ;  and  on  the 
10th  of  February  failed  with  the  reft  of  the  Squadron  to 
execute  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Inftrudions.  On  the 
17th  of  the  fame  Month,  being  off  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar , 
and  having  been  driven  out  of  the  Str eights- Mouthy  he 
met  with  a  Storm,  which  increafed  till  the  19th  in  the 
Morning,  when  the  Admiral  feeing  the  Gut,  ftood  a- 
way  for  it,  and  made  a  proper  Signal  to  the  reft  of  the 
Fleet,  and  was  followed  by  Vice-Admiral  Callemberg , 
who  firft  faw  his  Signal,  and  other  Ships.  But  they, 
having  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  open,  and  in  all  Probabi¬ 
lity  miftaking  it  for  the  Str  eights- Mouth,  put  in  there, 
which  occafioned  their  unhappy  Misfortune  ;  for,  it  be¬ 
ing  a  Lee-fhore,  foul  Ground,  and  their  Sails  flying 
into  the  Air,  they  were  forced  to  let  go  their  Anchors, 
of  which  many  were  loft,  moft  of  their  Cables  fpoiled, 
and  feveral  of  the  Ships  run  on  Shore  \  In  the  mean 


I 


Time 


1  The  Particulars  of  this  Misfortune  may  be  feen  in  the 

following  List.  ]yp>n 

Cambridge,  a  Ship  of  70  Guns,  ran  alhore  about  four 


in  the  Morning,  and  loll 


i.iWl.WUg,  CUV 

The  Lumley  Caftle  loft 


The  Serpent  Bomb-Veftel,  foundred 

The  William  Ketch,  ran  aftiore 

The  Mary  Ketch,  foundred 

The  Great  George,  a  Turkey  Ship,  loft 

The  Aleppo  Fa  dor,  loft 

The  Golden  Frigat,  of  Venice,  loft 

The  Berk  {hire,  a  Turkey  Ship 

The  Indian-Merchant,  a  Turkey  Ship 

The  William,  for  Leghorn,  loft 


4°9- 
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Time,  The  Suffix  9  on  board  which  the  Admiral  was, 

*  *  •  -  •  ' 

foundered  at  Sea,  and  himfelf,  with  all  his  Crew,  to 
the  Number  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  wrere  loft,,  only 
two  Turks  efcaping.  The  Admiral’s  Body  w7as  foon 
after  found  on  a  Sand- Bank  in  his  Shirt  and  Sfippers, 
it  was  from  thence  guefled,  that  feeing  the  Ship  about 
to  fink,  he  intended  to-  have  thrown  himfelf  into 
the  Sea,  and  attempted  to  fave  himfelf  by  fwimming  k. 
The  whole  Squadron  fuffered  extremely,  and  w^ere  o- 
bliged  to  remain,  by  contrary  Winds,  a  long  Time  at 
Gibraltar ,  and  at  length,;  in  the  Beginning  of  May , 
failed  for  Cadiz  fir  In  the  mean  Time  Vice-Admiral 
Hcpfon ,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Orders  before-mentioned, 
failed  with  the  homeward-bound  Ships,  and  arrived  fafe- 
ly  off  the  Lizard  on  the  5  th  o l  Aprils  1694  m. 

We  have  before  obferved,  one  of  the  fir  ft  Steps  taken 
by  King  William  after  his  Return  from  Flanders ,  and 
hearing  of  the  unfortunate  Affair  of  the  Smyrna  Fleet, 
was,  the  appointing  Edward  Ruffel ,  Efq;  Admiral  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  fleet  which  fhould  put  to 
Sea  the  next  Spring.  As  a  further  Teftimony  of  his 
Majefty’s  Confidence  in  that  great  Man,  he  directed  a 
new  Commiffion  of  Admiralty,  wherein  Edward- Ruffel, 
Efq;  Sir  John  Lowther ,  Henry  Priejlman ,  Efq;  Robert 
Anjlen ,  Efq;  Sir  Robert  Rich ,  Sir  George  Rooke ,  and 
Sir  George  Hubland ,  were  included  n.  The  Command 

of  the  Fleet  being  thus  provided  for,  the  next  Thing 

was 


k  We  have  feveral  Accounts  of  this  in  the  Gazettes  ;  and 
3iis  Bodv  was  afterwards  embalmed,  and  fent  into  Knglana. 
1  Burchet,  Kennet.  m  State  of  Europe,  Pointer  s  Chrono¬ 
logical.  Hi  dory,  Life  of  King  William.  n  See  the 

Prefent  State  of  Europe,  for  May,  1694.  ,  • 
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was,  to  fix  on  fuch  Defigns  as  were  proper  for  retrieving 
the  Glory  of  the  Englijh  Arms,  and  blotting  out  the 
Memory  of  the  unfortunate  Accidents  that  had  lately 
happened.  In  the  firft  Place  it  was  refolved,  that  a 
Defcent  fhould  be  made  on  the  French  Coaft,  in  order 
to  effedt  what  had  been  long  ago  propofed,  the  eredtinga 
Fort  on  a  certain  Promontory  near  Breji ,  which  would 
have  commanded  that  Haven,  and  have  entirely  prevent¬ 
ed  the  aflembling,  as  the  French  were  wont  to  do,  their 
grand  Fleets  there  °.  It  was  alfo  judged  requifite  to  fend 
a  great  Fleet  into  the  Mediterranean ,  as  well  to  fuccour 
the  King  of  Spain,  whofe  Affairs  were  much  diftrelled 
by  the  French  Naval  Power,  as  to  prevent  the  Toulon 
Squadron  from  coming  into  the  Ocean,  and  hindering 
the  French  thereby  from  making  any  Figure  this  Year 
at  Seap.  In  order  to  accomplifh  thefe  Schemes,  all 
imaginable  Pains  were  taken  both  in  England  and  Hoi - 
and  to  fit  out  a  more  numerous  Fleet,  and  to  fend  it 
earlier  to  Sea,  than  in  any  Year  fince  the  War  be¬ 
gan. 

O  n  the  1  ft  of  May  Admiral  Ruffe l  joined  the  Fleet 
at  St.  Helens ,  which  confifted  of  fifty-two  Englijh , 
and  forty-one  Dutch  Ships  of  the  Line,  befides  Fri¬ 
gates,  Fire-fhips,  and  other  fmaller  Veflels.  On  the 
3d  the  Admiral  failed  with  the  grand  Fleet,  leaving  Sir, 
Cloudefiey  Shovel  with  a  ftrong  Squadron  at  Portsmouth, 
in  order  to  embark  the  Land  Forces.  On  the  9th,  be¬ 
ing  fifteen  Leagues  S.  S.  W.  of  the  Lizard ,  the  Ad- 

I  2  mira.1 


0  Hiftoire  Militaire,  P.  Daniel,  Memoirs  du  Temps,  Bar- 
net’s  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  Vol.  ii.  p.  129,  130. 
p  -Burchet,  Kennet,  Burnet,  Clumixon,  Life  of  King  William. 
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miral  was  informed  by  the  Captain  of  a  Swedijh  Ship* 
that  there  lay  in  Bertautne-Bay ,  a  Fleet  of  French 
Merchant-Men,  bound  to  the  Eaftward,  upon  which 
he  immediately  detached  Captain  Pritchard ,  in  The 
Monmouth ,  together  with  The  Refolution  and  The  Roe¬ 
buck  Fire-fhip,  with  Orders  either  to  take  or  deftroy 
them.  Accordingly  on  the  ioth,  as  foon  as  it  was 
Light,  they  made  the  French  Shore  about  feven  Miles 
from  the  Fleet,  and  by  five  o’Clock  they  faw  feveral 
Ships  behind  a  Point  of  Land  near  Conquet-Bay^  which, 
upon  a  Signal  given  from  one  of  their  Scouts,  imme¬ 
diately  loofed  fail.  In  the  mean  Time,  Captain  Pritch¬ 
ard  purfued  the  Man  of  War  that  was  their  Convoy, 
and  forced  her  to  hale  in  with  the  Shore,  and  run  againft 
the  Rocks  under  the  outermoft  Cattle  ;  and  this  Man 
of  War  proved  to  be  The  Jerfey  Frigate,  which  the 
Enemy  had  taken  from  us  in  the  Weft  Indies ,  and  which 
foon  after  blew  up,  and  with  her  two  Sloops  of  be¬ 
tween  ten  and  fixteen  Guns.  The  Merchant-Ships 
were  in  all  about  fifty-five  Sail,  of  which  thirty-five 
were  burnt  or  funk,  twenty-five  in  Whitefand-Bay ,  four 
on  the  South  Side  of  the  Point  of  the  Bay,  and  fix  on 
the  South  Side  of  Conquet ,  their  Lading  being  generally 
Salt,  Wine,  and  Brandy.  Some  few  Days  after,  twro 
other  Ships  took  and  deftroyed  feventeen  French  Vefieis 
laden  with  Corn  and  other  Provifions  \ 

The  Admiral  returned  back  again  to  St.  Helens  by 
that  Time  he  judged  that  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  could 
have  executed  the  Orders  he  had  left  with  him ;  and 
finding  the  Land-Forces  embarked,  and  every  Thing 

ready 
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ready,  he  failed  with  the  whole  Fleet  on  the  29th  of 
May,  having  before  given  the  neceffary  Diredtions  for 
the  feparating,  at  a  proper  Station,  of  the  Squadron  that 
was  intended  for  the  Breft  Expedition,  and  which  was 
commanded  by  the  Lord  Berkley  r.  On  the  31ft,  at 
nine  in  the  Morning,  a  Council  of  War  was  held  on 
Board  the  Britannia ,  at  which  were  prefen t  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Perfons,  viz .  Edivard  RuJJel ,  Efq;  Admiral  of 
the  Fleet,  the  Lord  Berkley  Admiral  of  the  Blue ,  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  Colonel 
Aylmer ,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  Colonel  Mitchel 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  the  Marquifs  of  Carmarthen 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  Captain  Bing  eldeft  Captain 
to  the  Admiral,  Lieutenant-General  Talmajh ,  Earl  of 
Macclesfield ,  the  Lord  Cutts ,  Sir  Martin  Beckman , 
Admiral  Allemonde,  Admiral  of  the  Dutch ,  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Vander-Putten,  Vice-Admiral  Schey ,  Vice-Admi¬ 
ral  Vander-Goes ,  Rear-Admiral  Evertfon,  Captain 
der-Dufsen,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Fleet  de- 
figned  for  Breft,  fhould  immediately  proceed  to  Ca- 
maret-Bay ,  and  fhould  land  the  Forces  on  Board  under 
the  Dire&ion  of  Lieutenant-General  I’almajh ,  and  the 
neceffary  Inftrudions  were  given  to  Lord  Berkley,  and 
the  Officers  that  were  to  command  under  him  s. 

On  the  of  fune  the  Lord  Berkley  parted  with 
his  Squadron  from  the  grand  Fleet,  having  with  him 
twenty-nine  Englifh  and  Dutch  Men  of  War  of  the 
Line,  befides  fmali  Frigates,  Fire-fliips,  Machines, 

^  3  Tenders, 


r  Journal  of  the  Brelt  Expedition,  by  the  Marquis  of  Caer- 
martften,  London,  1694,  4t0-  P-  5-  *  See  thefe 

liru&ions  in  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p,  215. 
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Tenders,  Well-Boats,  and  five  Bomb-Ketches.  On 
the  6th,  a  Council  of  War  was  held,  in  which  the  pro¬ 
per  Meafures  were  taken  for  landing  the  Forces;  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  Lord  Cutis  fhould  command  fix  hun¬ 
dred  Grenadiers,  and  Lieutenant-General  ' Talmafh ,  in 
Perfon,  the  Troops  that  were  to  fupport  them.  On 
the  7th  the  Fleet  came  to  an  Anchor  between  Camaret - 
Bay  and  the  Bay  of  Bertaume ,  the  French  playing  up¬ 
on  them  with  Bombs  from  four  Batteries.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Caermarthen  demanded  Leave  of  Lord  Berkley , 
the  Admiral,  to  go  into  Camaret- Bay ,  in  order  to  ob« 
ferve  the  Situation  of  the  Forts,  and  the  Pofture  of 
the  Enemy.  On  his  Return,  and  making  a  Report, 
the  Admiral  ordered  two  fixty  Gun  Ships  to  go  in  and 
cover  the  Boats  while  they  were  landing :  to  which  the 
Marquis  objecting  that  it  was  too  fmall  a  Force,  a 
Council  of  War  was  called  on  the  8th,  in  which  it  was 
refolved  to  fend  in  three  Englijh ,  and  as  many  Dutch 
Frigates,  befides  the  two  Men  of  War  before  mentioned. 
One  of  them,  however,  The  Richmond ,  deferred  the 
Service,  and  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  carried  in  the 
other  five,  and  polled  them  in  their  proper  Places, 
which,  though  a  neceflary,  was  a  very  dangerous  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  fince  at  their  going  in,  a  Bomb  broke  over  The 
Monk ,  a  great  Piece  of  which  ftruck  through  her  Poop, 
and  two  Decks  more,  and  came  out  again  into  the  Wa¬ 
ter  near  one  of  the  Stern-Ports,  on  the  Larboard-fide, 
in  the  Gun  Room,  killing  three  Marines,  and  one  of 
them  by  the  Side  of  the  Marquis.  So  foon  as  The 
Monk  got  into  the  Bay,  and  came  up  with  the  Weftern- 
Point,  Camaret-Fort  fired  upon  her  very  warmly,  and 

when  the  reft  of  the  Ships  were  properly  polled,  they 

were 
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were  furprized  to  find  themfclves  played  upon  from  three 
Batteries,  not  one  of  which  was  difcerned  till  they  felt 
the  Shot  from  it.  Thefe  military  Compliments  they  re¬ 
turned  with  great  Spirit,  and  by  keeping  a  brifk  and 
continual  Fire,  covered  the  Troops  in  their  Landing, 
which  was  not,  however,  performed  with  that  Regu¬ 
larity  that  might  have  been  expedled  r.  The  Reafcn 
of  this,  fince  I  do  not  find  it  already  fet  down  in  any 
of  our  Hillorians,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give,  as  I 
have  had  it  from  the  Mouths  of  many  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  that  warm  Service.  The  French  had  been  fo 
well  informed  of  our  Defign,  and  fuch  ftrange  Delays 
had  been  made  in  embarking  the  Forces,  that  when 
our  Fleet  came  upon  the  Coaft,  they  found  the  French 
every  where  covered  by  impregnable  Entrenchments, 
and  fupported  by  a  Body  of  regular  Troops,  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  the  Forces  intended  for  this  Defcent.  This 
was  reprefented  to  Lieutenant-General  j 'almafi b  in  the 
Council  of  War,  and  he  wasadvifed  not  to  expofe  him- 
felf  or  his  Men  :  to  which  he  anfwered,  “  This  Advice 
iC  comes  too  late  :  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Nation  is  at 
<c  Stake,  and  therefore  I  mult  and  will  land.  I  know  that 
I  facrifice  myfelf  and  the  Men;  but  it  is  neceflary  and 
<c  muff  be  done,  that  both  our  Enemies  and  Allies  may 
cc  know,  that  even  defperate  Undertakings  cannot  daunt 
ic  Englijh  Courage  u.”  He  embarked  on  Board  the  fmall 

I  4  Veflels 
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the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen’s  Account,  p.  21  • 
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Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  222.  Life  of  King  William.  u  This 
■Scheme,  as  I  have  been  informed,  was  frit  propofed  by  a 
Land  Officer  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  fqmc  Years  before  ; 
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VelTels  with  about  eight  hundred  Men,  and  landed  as 
many  of  them  as  he  could  ;  but  to  very  little  Purpofe, 
for  many  of  the  Well-Boats  (licking,  all  that  were  in 
them  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  before  they  could 
get  to  the  Shore ;  and  thofe  that  did  land,  were  very  foon 
driven  back  to  their  Boats,  and  with  much  Difficulty 
carried  off  again.  Amongft  the  wounded  was  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Talmajh  himfelf,  who  received  a  Shot 
in  his  Thigh,  of  which  he  foon  after  died  w.  The 
Marquis  of  Caermarthen ,  afterwards  Duke  of  Leed$y 
whofe  Courage  no  Man  ever  called  in  Queftion,  tells 
us  on  this  Occafion,  that  if  the  Englijh  had  had  double 
the  Force,  they  would  have  found  the  Attempt  im- 
pradticable.  When  the  Men  on  Board  the  Ships  faw  a 
few  Boats  come  off  again,  and  the  whole  Affair  over, 
they  began  to  be  out  of  Heart,  and  the  Marquis  had 
much  ado  to  bring  them  out  of  the  Bay.  The  Monk 
had  not  either  a  Yard  or  Sail,  but  was  towed  off  5  the 
reft  of  the  Veffels  were  alfo  brought  away  with  great 
Difficulty,  except  a  Dutch  Frigate  called  The  Teefepy 
of  thirty  Guns,  which  had  twelve  Foot  Water  in  her 

Hold 


folved  to  fpare  no  Coft  or  Pains,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
Scheme  from  taking  Effect ;  which  they  knew  would  have 
deprived  them  of  the  belt  Port  they  have  in  this  Part  of  the 
World. 

w  Both  the  Marquis  de  Quincy  and  Father  Daniel  com^ 
mend  the  Bravery  of  fome  French  Officers  ;  who,  they  fay, 
attacked  and  routed  the  Englifh  Troops  that  were  landed ;  and 
this  with  fo  fmall  a  Force  as  1  2.0  Men,  fupported,  however, 
by  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons.  The  Glory  of  this  will  be 
fufficientiy  diminifned,  when  it  is  known,  that  not  above 
300  did  land  ;  that  many  of  thefe  were  wounded  in 
getting  a  Shore,  and  were  fo  much  expofed  to  the  Enemy’s 
Artillery,  that  they  never  coyld  be  formed  into  any  tolerable 
Order. 
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Hold,  all  her  Men  being  killed  except  eight,  and  of 
half  an  Englijh  Company  that  was  accidentally  left  on 
Board  her,  only  an  Enfign,  a  Drummer,  and  a  private 
Man  efcaped;  fo  fhe  was  left  behind.  A  Council  of 
War  being  called  in  the  Evening,  it  was  refolved  therein 
to  return  to  Spithead.  The  Lofs  upon  this  Occafion 
was  computed  at  feven  hundred  of  the  Land  Forces 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  and  about  four  hundred  on 
Board  the  Ships x. 

The  Marquis  de  §>uincy ,  who  is  the  mod  exafl  and 
mod  moderate  of  all  the  French  Writers,  informs  us, 
that  at  the  Time  this  Attempt  was  made,  M.  de  Vau- 
lan  had  taken  Care  to  put  the  Town  of  Brejl  into  an 
excellent  State  of  Defence.  It  was  furrounded  with 
drong  Walls,  good  Ramparts,  large  and  deep  Ditches 
cut  in  the  Rock,  with  Badions  and  Half-Moons  at  pro¬ 
per 


x  The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  in  his  Account,  does  great 
Juftice  to  all  the  Officers  employed  in  this  Expedition.  He 
fays,  particularly  Page  46,  “  My  Lord  Berkley,  during  all 
“  this  Expedition,  has  had  a  great  deal  of  unufual  Trouble, 
“  by  Reafon  of  the  Embarkations  of  the  Soldiers  ;  notwitli- 
44  Handing  which,  both  by  his  Advice  at  Councils  of  War, 
44  and  Bluing  of  Orders,  which  his  Lordffiip  has  done  very 
44  Methodically,  hath  behaved  himfelf  in  my  Opinion,  with 
44  all  the  Conduct  and  Prudence  that  could  be  expected  from 
44  a  Gentleman  in  his  Station. 

44  Lieutenant-General  Talmafh,  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
44  my  Lord  Cutts,  and  all  the  Officers  of  the  Land-Forces, 
44  I  think,  have  (hewn  all  the  Forwardnefs  and  Readinefs 
44  imaginable  for  the  attempting  any  thing  that  was  poffible 
44  to  be  done  on  this  Occafion.  There  are  no  Officers  of  Note, 
44  that  I  can  yet  hear  of,  killed  in  this  Adion,  but  Monfieur 
44  Lamote  ;  and  Lieutenant-General  Talmafh  died  the  Tuef- 
44  day  following,  of  the  Wound  he  received  in  his  Thigh.  But 
*4  there  are  feveral  Captains,  &c.  who  are  either  killed*,  or  ta- 
44  ken,  whofe  Names  I  am  as  yet  ignorant  of,”. 
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per  Diftances.  He  had  eredted  a  new  Battery  of  fixteen 
Pieces  of  Cannon  and  fix  Mortars  on  the  Baftion  of  the 
Town,  neareft  the  Caftle,  between  it  and  the  grand 
Battery,  with  feveral  fmaller  Batteries  in  other  Places.  ' 
He  had  likewife  taken  Care  to  render  all  the  Vaults  in 
the  Caftle  Bomb-Proof,  and  had  made  the  belt  Difpofi- 
tion  poffible  of  ninety  Mortars  and  three  hundred  Pieces 
of  Cannon.  As  for  the  Veffels  in  the  Port,  they  were 
placed  out  of  the  Reach  even  of  Bombs ;  and  with 
Refpedl  to  Aden,  he  had  fourteen  hundred  Bombar¬ 
diers,  three  thoufand  Gentlemen,  who  ferved  as  Vo- 
luntiers,  and  of  regular  Troops  four  thoufand  Foot, 
and  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons7.  General  Talmajtf s 
landing  therefore  with  eight  hundred  Men,  might  well 
be  called  a  Sacrifice,  and  half  of  thefe  could  never  be 
got  on  Shore  ;  we  mud,  therefore,  admit,  that  when 
the  Marquis  fays  four  hundred  were  killed,  five  hundred 
forty-eight  Soldiers  and  forty  Officers  madePrifoners,  he 
carries  the  Thing  a  little  too  far  ->  and  yet  Father  Da¬ 
niel ,  and  fome  other  Writers,  carry  it  as  far:  and,  in¬ 
deed  moft  ofthem  agree  in  computing  our  whole  Lofs  at 
two  thoufand.  As  to  what  they  fay  of  Ships  being  funk, 
and  hundreds  of  Men  drowned  in  the  Retreat,  they  are 
mere  Ornaments  neceflary  to  a  French  Detail,  as  their 
having  but  forty-five  Aden  killed  in  this  Action,  is  ano¬ 
ther  Stroke  of  the  Marvellous,  which  every  Reader, 
perhaps,  may  not  be  in  the  Humour  to  credit  z. 

After  this  unlucky  Attempt,  the  poor  wounded 
Lieutenant-General  propofed,  that  a  fmall  Squadron  of 

Frigates 


y  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  iii.  p.  77,  78,  79.  z  Jour¬ 
nal  Hiftorique  de  Louis  xiv.  p.  177,  178,  par  P.  Daniel. 
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Frigates  and  Bomb-Veflels  might  be  fent  into  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Brefti  to  bombard  that  Town  ;  but  this  was 
judged  to  be  both  a  ra(h,  and,  as  Things  (food,  an  im¬ 
practicable  Undertaking,  and  therefore  Lord  Berkley 
failed  immediately  for  our  own  Coafts,  and  arrived  on 
the  15th  of  'June ,  1694,  at  St.  Helens.  There  they 
found  the  Queen’s  Orders  to  call  a  Council  of  War,  to 
conlider  how  the  Ships  and  Troops  might  be  belt  em¬ 
ployed.  After  feveral  Confutations  it  was  refolved  to 
keep  no  more  than  four  Regiments  on  Board,  and  to 
make  fome  Attempts  on  the  Coaft  of  Normandy.  Ad¬ 
vice  of  this  being  fent  to  Court,  and  an  Anfwer  being 
returned  on  the  27th  cf  June ,  it  was  refolved  in  ano¬ 
ther  Council  of  War,  firft  to  bombard  the  Town  of 
Diep ,  and  then  to  proceed  along  the  French  Coaft, 
and  do  what  Prejudice  they  could.  In  Purfuance  of 
this  Refolution  they  came  before  that  Place,  but  were 
forced  to  Sea  by  a  Storm,  and  afterwards  anchored  ofF 
Dungenefs ,  from  whence  they  failed  on  the  5th  of 
July,  and  arrived  once  more  in  Diep  Road  on  the  8th. 
The  next  Day  they  intended  to  have  bombarded  the 
Place,  but  were  prevented  by  foul  Weather  for  feveral 
Days  \ 

On  the  12th  they  began  about  nine  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  to  play  upon  the  Town  of  Diep ,  and  continued 
without  ceafing  till  about  nine  at  Night.  About  eleven 
they  fent  in  one  of  their  Machines,  with  an  Intent,  to 
burn  the  Pier;  but  feveral  Veflels  full  of  Stones  being 
funk_  before  it,  rendered  that  ineffectual,  fo  that,  except 

aftonifhing 


» 


a  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  225.  State  of  Europe,  Rennet, 
Burnet,  Qldmixon,  &c. 
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aftonifhing  the  Town  by  the  mighty  Noife,  it  did  little 
Mifchief  b.  Captain  Dunbar ,  a  Scots  Gentleman,  who 
commanded  it,  acquired  immortal  Honour  on  this  Oc- 
cafion;  for  the  Train  not  taking  Effedt  as  was  expedt- 
ed,  he  went  on  Board  again,  and  finding  the  Fuzee  out, 
fet  P'ire  to  it  a  fecond  Time,  for  which  he  and  thofe 
who  went  with  him  were  defervedly  rewarded  c.  They 
continued  the  Bombardment  afterwards  till  Day-Light, 
and  the  Streets  being  narrow,  the  Houfes  old,  and  molt 
of  them  built  of  Timber,  the  Town  was  on  Fire  in 
twenty  Places  at  once,  fo  that  the  far  greater  Part  of 
it  was  confumed  to  Afhes  d.  The  French  Court  did 
all  they  could  to  flifle  the  Report  of  this,  at  Jeaft  at 
Paris ;  but  the  Place  was  too  near  for  any  fuch  Artifices 
to  take  EfFedh,  fo  that  by  endeavouring  to  leflen,  they 
really  increafed  the  People’s  Apprehenfion,  and  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Sea-Coafts  would  have  abandoned 
their  Towns  and  Villages,  if  Forces  had  not  been  fent 
to  reftrain  them  e. 

After  the  Bombardment  of  Diep ,  the  Englijh 
Squadron  failed  along  the  Coaft,  and  obliged  the  French 
to  march  Night  and  Day  in  order  to  prevent  the  debark¬ 
ing 


b  Kennet,  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon.  c  Burchet’s 

Naval  Hiftory.  p.  501.  d  In  the  Dates  I  generally 

follow  the  French  Writers  reducing  the  New-Stile  to  the 
Old,  becaufe  they  are  ufually  more  exa6t  than  our  own. 
Father  Daniel  owns  the  total  Deftniction  of  Diep  ; 
but  fays,  it  was  immediately  built  up  again  at  the  Expence 
of  the  French  King.  If  fo,  the  Inhabitants  muft  be  daily 
put  in  Mind  of  the  Engliih  Maritime  Power,  by  this  very 
Improvement  of  their  Town.  e  See  feveral  Letters 

printed  in  the  prefent  State  of  Europe,  for  the  Month  of 
July,  1694;  and  the  Fadl  is  confirmed  by  the  French  Ac¬ 
counts. 
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ing  any  Troops  ;  which,  however,  was  a  Thing  the 
EngliJ. h  Admiral  never  intended  f.  On  the  15th,  about 
Noon,  Lord  Berkley  arrived  at  Havre  de  Grace ,  and  a- 
bout  four  o'Clock  he  began  to  bombard  it.  On  the 
16th,  17th,  and  1 8th  the  French  poured  Troops  into 
the  Place,  in  order  to  aflift  the  Inhabitants  to  put  out 
the  Fires  lighted  from  Time  to  Time  by  the  Bombs; 
and  as  the  Wind  continued  blowing  all  that  Time  di- 
redlly  from  the  Shore,  the  Englijh  were  not  able  to  do 
much,  though  they  Hill  continued  before  the  Place, 
which  threw  all  the  adjacent  Country  into  a  terrible 
Confternation.  On  the  21ft,  the  Wind  being  favour¬ 
able,  the  fmall  Craft  and  Bomb-Veftels  were  fent  in, 
and  continued  bombarding  the  Place  the  whole  Night, 
by  which  a  third  Part  of  the  Town  was  burnt  down,  a 
great  Part  of  the  Wall  demolifhed,  and  abundance  of 
People  killed  g.  All  this,  however,  could  not  be  per¬ 
formed  without  Lofs  ;  many  of  the  Mortars  melted, 
The  Grenada  Bomb-Ship  was  blown  up,  and  the  reft  of 

the 


f  Burchet,  Kennet,  Quincy,  Daniel,  &c.  g  The 

Marquis  de  Quincy  aiTerts  ppfitively,  that  there  were  not 
above  twenty  Houfes  burnt  in  the  Town  ;  but  then  he  ad¬ 
mits,  taut  not  only  the  Inhabitants,  but  a  vaft  Number  of 
Soldiers,  who  were  fent  thither  on  purpofe,  laboured  ex- 
cefijvely  in  putting  out  the  Fires  wherever  the  Bombs  fell  ; 
which  mull  have  been  attended  with  great  Lofs  of  Men,  and 
other  Inconveniences.  But  I  mull  confefs,  I  fee  no  jull  Caufe 
why  a  Medal  fhould  have  been  iiruck,  on  the  Bombarding  of 
this  Place,  rather  than  Diepe.  Yet  fuch  a  one  there  was ; 
having  on  one  Side,  the  King’s  Head  in  Profile,  with  thefe 
Words,  Gulielmus  Magnus  Inviailiimus ;  on  the  Reverfe,  was, 
Perillus’s  Bull,  with  this  infeription,  Suis  perit  fgnibus  Audlor  : 
Alluding  to  the  French  King’s  having  begun'this  harbaious 
kind  of  War,  by  burning  the  Palatinate,  and  bombarding 
Genoa.  In  the  Exergue,  Portus  Gratis,  exuftus,  et  everfus 
Lombardis  Angl0-Batavis.  1694,  I.  B.  F. 
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the  fmall  Craft  fo  (battered,  that  it  was  thought  con¬ 
venient  to  ietire.  But  even  in  doing  this,  Care  was 
taken  to  give  the  French  infinite  Difquiet,  for  appear¬ 
ing  before  La  Hogue ,  the  French  Forces  were  drawn 
that  Way,  but  our  Squadron  was  in  no  Condition  to 
undertake  any  Thing,  and  therefore,  after  alarming  the 
Enemy  as  much  as  poffible,  Lord  Berkley  returned  to 
St.  Helens  on  the  26th  of  July,  1694,  in  order  to  re¬ 
fit  h. 

The  Court  was  very  defirous  that  fomethiftg  fhould 
be  undertaken  againfl:  Dunkirk ,  and  to  that  Purpofe  fe- 
veral  Exprefles  were  difpatched  to  the  Fleet  ;  but  upon 
a  nice  Examination  of  the  feveral  Propofals  made  by 
the  Engineers  and  Pilots,  they  were  all  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Seafon  was  too  far  advanced,  and  that  nothing 
could  be  undertaken  with  any  Probability  of  Succefs. 
A  Plan  was  then  fent  of  Calais ,  which  came  from  the 
King  in  Flanders  ;  but  the  Scheme  of  bombarding  that 
Place  was  alfo  judged  impracticable  by  a  Council  of 
War,  which  v/as  chiefly  owing  to  the  Diffidence  of 
the  Pilots  h  On  the  27  th  of  Auguft  Lord  Berkley  re¬ 
turned  to  London ,  and  the  Command  of  the  Fleet, 
which  confifted  now  only  of  Frigates  and  fmall  Ships, 
devolved  on  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ,  whofe  Inflrudtions 
were  exprefs  to  undertake  fomething  againfl:  Dunkirk 
at  all  Events.  Mr.  Meefters ,  who  was  the  Inventor  and 
Manager  of  the  Machines  called  Infernals ,  was  at  this 
Time  in  Flanders ,  endeavouring  to  colledt  Pilots  able 
to  carry  the  Squadron  into  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk ,  or 

at 
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at  Icaft  fo  far  into  the  Road,  as  might  enable  them  to 
deftroy  the  Enemy’s  Ships.  Sir  Cloudejley  failed  to  the 
Downs  in  the  Beginning  of  September ,  and  on  the  7  th 
was  joined  by  Mr.  Meejlers ,  with  twenty- fix  Dutch 
Pilots,  when  Captain  Benbow  was  appointed  to  command 
the  fmall  Ships,  and  to  follow  the  Directions  of  Mr. 
Meeffers ,  whofe  Pilots  did  not  perform  what  was  ex¬ 
pected  from  them k.  On  the  12th,  however,  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel  appeared  before  the  Town  of  Dunkirk , 
with  thirteen  Englljh ,  and  fix  Dutch  Men  of  War,  two 
Bomb- Veflels,  feventeen  Machines,  and  other  fmall 
Craft.  In  the  Evening  Captain  Benbow  went  in,  and 
founded  the  Weftern  Channel,  between  the  Brake  and 
the  Main^  notwithftanding  a  prodigious  Fire  from  the 
Ships  and  the  Citadel.  The  next  Day  all  the  Boats  and 
fmall  Veflels  were  fent  in  again  with  The  Charles  Gal¬ 
ley,  two  Bomb- Veflels,  and  fome  of  the  Machines. 
In  the  Afternoon  two  of  the  Machines  were  fent  in. 
The  firlt  took  Fire  before  fhe  was  near  enough  to  do 
Execution  :  whether  it  was  that  the  Cannon  of  the 
Place  fet  Fire  to  it,  as  fome  of  the  French  Writers  fay, 
or  that  thofe  on  Board  it  finding  it  impofiible  either  to 
bring  it  nearer,  or  to  get  it  off,  were  obliged  to  let  it 
burn  there.  The  other,  which  was  the  biggelb,  went 

in 

■  ■  ■—  I  .n.i— ■  «■  »«  ■  ■  — ■■  ,  . -  .  ... 

k  This  Ignorance,  Cowardice,  or  Wilfulnefs  of  the  Pilot, 
ieems  to  have  been  the  chief  Caufe  of  this  Mifcarriage ;  ard 
whoever  confiders  attentively,  what  has  been  written  upon 
this  SubjeCL  by  fuch  as  are  bed  acquainted  with  Maritime 
Affairs,  will  be  of  my  Opinion  ;  that  Seamen,  above  all  others, 
are  leaft  inclined  to  Expeditions  of  this  Sort,  And,  as  fuch 
-Expeditions  can  only  be  executed  by  Seamen,  it  may  well  be 

fuppok  Ci,  that  this  is  the  great  Renton,  why  they  io  ieldom 
fucceed. 
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in  boldly,  and  advanced  very  near  the  Mole-Head ;  but 
the  Tide  fet  her  on  one  Side,  fo  that  fhe  drove  a 
Cable’s  Length,  and  then  blew  up  K  It  was  found, 
that  the  French  had,  according  to  Cuftom,  early  Intel¬ 
ligence,  and  by  driving  Piles  before  the  Pier-Head,  and 
by  finking  Ships  on  the  back  of  Weftermoft  Pier,  had 
fecured  themfelves  againft  all  Attempts  of  this  Nature : 
Sir  Clcndejley  Shovel  being  informed  of  this,  and  know¬ 
ing  that  the  Spring-Tides  were  over,  failed  away  for 
Calais ,  and  on  the  Tyth  fent  the  Bomb-Veflels  in,  and 
threw  fo  many  Shells  into  the  Town,  that  about  forty 
Houfes  were  ruined ;  but  the  Wind  blowing  hard  that 
Night,  and  a  great  Swell  of  Sea  happening,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  forced  to  bear  away,  and  the  Storm  conti¬ 
nuing  two  Days,  he  thought  it  not  convenient  to  Hay 
any  longer,  but  returned  with  his  whole  Squadron  into 
the  .Dflwwj  $  from  whence  the  Bomb-Veflels  and  Ma¬ 
chines  were  fent  into  the  River  Thames  m. 

I  t  was  the  Opinion  of  Secretary  Burchett  who  had, 
without  Queftion,  good  Grounds  for  what  he  delivered, 
that  the  Expence  to  which  the  Nation  was  put  by  thefe 
Bombardments,  was  more  than  equivalent  to  what  the 
Enemy  fuffered  by  them  n.  It  is  certain,  that  all  the 
Sea-faring  Part  of  the  World  difapproved  this  Manner 
of  carrying  on  the  War  at  that  Time  ;  and  that  all  the 
Writers, ,  who  have  touched  upon  this  Subject,  have 
been  carried  away  by  the  Stream  of  their  Authority ; 
which,  however,  has  not  the  fame  Eflfedt  on  me.  In 

the 
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the  firft  Place,  I  think  the  Manner  in  which  the  French 
had  carried  on  the  War  in  Germany ,  their  bombarding 
the  City  of  Genoa  ;  but  above  all  their  pyratically  lying 
in  wait  for,  and  plundering  our  Smyrna  Fleet;  and  their 

purfuing  and  bombarding  the  Remains  of  it  in  the  Po  ts 

• 

of  Spain,  fully  juftified  this  Manner  of  proceeding.  I 
mull:  next  obferve,  that,  if  we  confider  the  Expence  the 
King  of  France  mull  have  been  at  in  providing  for  the 
Security  of  Bref,  and  the  Inconveniencies  that  muft 
have  attended  the  fending  M.  Vauban  that  Way  with 
12,000  regular  Troops,  the  Marquis  de  Beauvron  with 
a  great  Detachment  to  Diep,  Marfbal  de  Choifeuil  to 
Havre  de  Grace ,  the  Duke  of  Maine ,  Count  Toloufe ,  and 
Marfbal  Villeroy ,  with  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Army  in 
Flanders,  to  Dunkirk*:  I  fay,  take  all  thefe  together, 
and  it  will  appear  the  French  fulfered  abundantly  more 
than  we.  But  then*  thirdly,  this  Meafure  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceftary  :  The  French  ftiled  themfelves,  Lords 
of  both  Seas,  that  is  the  Ocean  and  the  Mediterranean  : 
Their  Gazettes  were  full  of  the  Triumphs  of  their 
Maritime  Force,  and  therefore  the  bombarding  their 
Ports  was  a  fit  Thing  to  convince  all  Europe  of  the 
Emptinefs  of  their  Bravadoes.  It  fatisfied  the  Englifh 
Nation  j  raifed  the  drooping  Spirits  of  the  People;  gave 
Pleafure  to  the  Merchants  whofe  VeiTels  had  been  Jun 
dered  by  the  French  Privateers,  and  was  therefore  a  great 
and  glorious  Meafure,  whatever  has  been  laid  againft 

it# 
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W  e  are  now  to  turn  our  Eyes  towards  the  Medi¬ 
terranean ,  whither  Admiral  BuJJ'el  failed  with  the  grand 
Fleet,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  on  the  6th  of  June^ 
1694.  He  arrived  on  the  25th  off  the  Rock  of  Lifhon , 
and  thence  fent  Orders  to  Rear-Admiral  Neville ,  who, 
as  we  before  obferved,  commanded  the  Squadron  which 
protected  the  Englijh  Merchant-Ships  at  Cadiz ,  to  join 
him,  which  he  did  with  the  Dutch  Vice-Admirals,  Cal- 
Umber g  and  Evert  fen ,  with  fixteen  Ships  of  the  Line, 
which  increafcd  the  Number  of  thofe  in  the  fleet  to 
fixty-three.  The  Admiral  then  refolved  to  lleer  im¬ 
mediately  for  Barcelona ,  in  order  to  fave  that  City,  and 
the  Province  of  Catalonia ,  from  falling  into  the  Hands 
of  the  French ,  who  at  that  Time  had  a  numerous  Ar¬ 
my,  and  a  great  Naval  Force  under  the  Command  of 
M.  Tourville ,  before,  or  at  leaft  very  near  the  Place  p. 

»  f 

This  ftiews  the  Wifdom  of  the  Adminiftration  in  fend¬ 
ing  fo  great  a  Fleet  into  thofe  Seas  ;  for,  without  fuch 
Affiftance,  the  Spaniards  mull  have  been  undone  or 
forced  to  make  a  feparate  Peace,  and  the  French  would 
have  continued  boalling  and  vapouring,  as  they  had 
lately  done,  of  their  mighty  Maritime  Power,  perfua- 
ding  Algiers ,  and  the  reft  of  the  States  of  Barbary ,  that 
the  Engliflj  w  ere  not  able  to  look  them  in  the  Face  : 

But  an  End  was  now  put  to  thefe  Bravadoes,  by  the 

Admiral’s 


p  The  Marquis  de  Quincy  tells  us,  that  Admiral  Ruftel 
came  into  the  Mediterranean  very  luckily  for  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  Barcelona,  before  which  Port  he  appeared  on  the  laft 
of  July,  with  a  Fleet  of  136  Sail,  of  wnich  8b  were  of 
the  Line  of  Battel  ;  and  M.  Tourville  not  being  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  look  Inch  a  Fleet  in  the  Face,  retired,  purfuant^  to 
his  Orders,  into  the  Harbour  of  Toulon.  Hiiloire  Militaire, 

Tom.  iii.  p.  86. 
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Admiral’s  procuring  Leave  from  the  Dutch  and  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  were  at  War  with  thofe  States,  that  fome 
Algerine  Men  of  War  might  have  Leave  to  come  and 
take  a  View  of  the  Fleet  ;  which  they  did  accordingly, 
and  retired  very  well  fatisfied  L  On  the  other  Hand, 
the  French  Admiral  had  no  fooner  Intelligence  of  the 
Approach  of  our  Fleet,  than  he  retired  precipitately 
from  before  Barcelona ,  and  foon  after  fliut  himfelf  up 
in  the  Poit  of  Foulon ,  which  put  it  out  of  Liipufe, 
that  the  Maritime  Powers  were  now  able  to  give  Law 
to  France  in  all  Parts  of  the  World  r.  The  Siege  of 
Barcelona  too  was  railed  to  the  infinite  Joy  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  who  tellified  his  Gratitude  for  this  fignal 

Affiftance,  in  the  warmed  and  moll  public  Manner 
pollible. 

Our  Admiral,  indeed,  found  the  Spanifi  Affairs  in 
the  molt  didrelled  Condition  imaginable.  Their  Armada 
confided  but  of  ten  Ships,  and  of  thele  four  only  were 
of  the  Line  of  Battel ;  the  red  of  imall  Force,  and  fo 
rotten,  that  they  could  fcarce  endure  the  firing  of  their 
own  Guns.  The  Army  in  Catalonia  was  in  a  dill 
worfe  Condition  ;  it  confided  but  of  9000  Aden,  with¬ 
out  Cloaths,  without  Pay,  without  Provilions,  without 
Artillery,  and  without  Tents.  The  Towns  on  the 
Sea-Coaft  were  fo  meanly  fortified,  that  on  the  Approach 
of  a  French  Squadron,  the  People  had  no  other  Way 


Burchet  s  Memoirs,  p.  239.  where  we  are  told,  thar 
notwithftanding  the  Precautions  taken  by  Admiral  Ruflel  Q1,’ 
of  the  Algerine  frigates  was  foon  after  feizcd  in  his 
by  a  Dutch  Man  of  War,  though  (he  was  prefemly 'relealKi 
upon  his  Application.  ■  Hiftoire  Mslitaire  Tom  id 
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to  fecure  themfelves,  but  by  Flight.  Admiral  Ruffel 
Hated  all  this  in  a  Letter  to  the  King,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  offered  the  Viceroy  of  Catalonia  to  do  all  that 
was  in  his  Power  for  his  Afiiitance  \  which,  however , 
was  not  much,  for  on  the  one  Hand  the  Demands 
made  by  the  Viceroy  were  exceflively  unreafonable,  and 
what  the  Admiral  was  able  to  do  could  not  much  be¬ 
nefit  him  ;  which  was  the  Reafon  that,  together  with 
an  Apprehenfion  of  Provifions  growing  fhort,  induced 
the  Admiral  to  defire  the  Fleet  might  return  home  ; 
for  which,  when  he  had  made  all  the  neceffary  Prepa¬ 
rations,  and  was  on  the  very  Point  of  quitting  the 
Spanijb  Coaft,  he  received  an  Order  under  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Signet  and  Sign  Manual,  directing  him  to  win¬ 
ter  at  Cadiz.  This  embaraffed  him  extremely,  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  no  Care  was  taken  to  fend  Commif- 
lioners  for  Victualling,  fo  that  this  fell  entirely  upon 
the  Admiral,  and  was  no  fmall  Addition  to  the  Load 
of  Cares  with  which  he  was  already  opprefled  s.  Yet 
confidering  the  Importance  of  the  Service,  the  Dangers 
to  which  the  IVIen  would  be  expoied,  by  any  3\4ifma- 
nagement  in  this  Affair,  and  how  far  the  Honour  of 
the  Englijb  Nation  was  at  Stake,  he  applied  himfelf  to 
this  new  Employment  with  fuch  Diligence,  that  never 
IVIen  were  better  furnifhed  with  Provifions  and  Wine  £ 
and  this  too  was  managed  with  fo  great  Oeconomy, 
that  notwithstanding  the  apparent  Difference  between 
obtaining  Provifions  for  a  great  Fleet,  and  Angle  Ships, 

yet  the  former  was  victualled  at  as  imall  an  Expence  to 

the 
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the  Public,  as  the  latter,  and  in  many  Circumftances 
at  a  much  cheaper  Rate  ;  nor  did  the  Admiral,  when 
he  found  it  neceflary,  make  any  Scruple  of  engaging 
his  perfonal  Credit  and  private  Eftate,  for  the  Service  of 
his  Country * . 

While  the  Fleet  continued  before  Meant,  the 
Admiral  difpatched  a  Squadron  of  ten  Sail,  under  the 
Command  of  Rear-Admiral  Neville ,  with  Orders  to 
cruize  between  the  Iflands  and  the  Barbary  Coaft,  as 
well  to  intercept  any  French  Veflels  that  might  pafs  that 
Way,  as  to  procure  Wood  and  other  Neceffaries  for 
the  Fleet,  Soon  after  this,  the  Admiral  falling  ill  of  a 
Fever  and  a  Bloody-Flux,  he  devolved  the  Care  of  the 
Fleet  on  Vice-Admiral  Aylmer,  with  Orders  to  join 
Rear-Admiral  Neville,  and  in  Cafe  he  had  any  News 
of  the  French  Fleet’s  being  come  out  of  Toulon,  to  fail 
in  Quell  of  them  without  Delay  \  but  if  not,  to  return 
to  Alicant,  which  he  did  on  the  ioth  of  September . 
The  Admiral,  though  in  a  very  weak  State  of  Health, 
went  very  foon  on  Board,  and  refumed  the  Command 
of  the  Fleet,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  8  th  of  November ,  1694,  and  took  all 
the  neceflary  Precautions  to  prevent  the  French  from 
palling  the  Streights,  without  receiving  proper  Notice 

K  3  of 


t  See  the  fubfequent  Memoirs  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  where 
it  will  appear,  that  notwithllanding  all  his  Pains  and  Appli¬ 
cation,  he  was  moil  cruelly  and  fcandaloufly  traduced  on  this. 
Account,  as  if  he  had  procured  the  wintering  of  the  Fleet  in 
the  Mediterranean,  purely  to  enrich  himfelf  by  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  their  Vi&ualling  ;  whereas,  that  Meafure  was  not 
only  concerted  without,  but  againil  his  Advice,  and  the  Go¬ 
vernment  faved  a  great  Sum  of  Money  by  his  frugal  Condud; 
in  the  other  particular. 
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of  their  Motions.  While  he  continued  there,  the 
Spaniards  fent  him  frequent  Advices  of  the  French  Fleet’s 
being  ready  to  quit  "Toulon ;  which,  however,  he  did  not 
much  regard,  as  having  furer  Accounts  of  his  own  \ 
It  is  true,  the  French  Fleet  was  kept  clean  and  well 
rigged  during  the  Winter,  with  Defign  to  have  brought 
it  round  to  Brejl  3  but  the  Advices  they  had  of  Admi¬ 
ral  RuJ/el’s  Force  and  Diligence,  had  fuch  an  Effedlon 
the  Mind  of  M.  Tourville ,  that  he  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  rifk  the  Ships  under  his  Command,  in  fo 
dangerous  a  PaiTage.  His  Catholic  Majefty  was  all 
this  Time  foliciting  our  Admiral  to  undertake  Impoffi- 
bilities,  fuch  as  tranfporting  five,  then  feven  thoufand 
Men,  from  Genoa ,  on  Board  his  Men  of  War,  though 
he  knew  them  to  be  foul  by  their  being  fo  long  at  Sea, 
and  but  indifferently  provided  with  Victuals  3  which, 
though  the  Admiral  refufed,  yet  he  did  it  with  great 
Decency,  and  at  the  fame  Time  offered  unanfwerable 
Reafons  in  fupport  of  his  own  Conduct 3  adding,  that 
he  would  write  home  to  demand  amongft  other  Sup¬ 
plies,  a  reafonable  Number  of  Land-Forces  :  and  in 
this  Manner,  the  Remainder  of  the  Year  was  fpun 
out w. 

I  t  is  now  requifite  to  take  Notice  of  what  was  done 
at  Home,  in  Relation  to  Naval  Affairs 3  and  in  the 
firft  Place  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  King,  on  his  Re¬ 
turn  from  Flanders ,  under  the  Efcort  of  a  fmall  Squa¬ 
dron,  commanded  by  the  Marquifs  of  Caermarthen ,  cal¬ 
led  the  Parliament  together  on  the  12th  of  November , 

and 
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and  opened  the  Seffions  with  a  Speech  wjiich  began 
thus.  44  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  here,  when  I  can  fay 
44  our  Affairs  are  in  a  better  Pofture,  boll)  by  Sea  and 
44  Land,  than  when  we  parted  laft.  The  Enemy  has 
44  not  been  in  a  Condition  to  oppofe  our  Fleet  in  thefe 
44  Seas  ;  and  our  fending  fo  great  a  Force  into  the 
44  Mediterranean ,  has  difappointed  their  Defigns,  and 
44  leaves  us  a  ProfpeCl  of  further  Succefs.”  He  re¬ 
commended  to  them  at  the  fame  Time,  early  and  ef¬ 
fectual  Supplies,  and  the  paffing  fome  good  Law  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Seamen.  The  Commons  received 
thefe  Propofitions  very  chearfully,  and  having  examined 
the  Eftimat es  that  were  laid  before  them  for  the  next 
Year,  voted  a  Supply  of  2,382,712/.  for  the  Navy, 
which  fufficiently  fhewed  how  eafy  it  was  to  engage  the 
Nation  to  give  Money,  when  they  had  any  tolerable 
ProfpeCt  of  feeing  it  well  laid  out x. 

t 

The  Death  of  Queen  Mary ,  which  happened  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  End  of  the  Year,  ferved  not  only  to 
damp  the  Spirits  of  the  People,  but  to  give  the  Enemies 
of  the  Government  an  Opportunity  to  attempt  dif- 
treffing  the  Nation,  by  pretending  that  the  Parliament 
was  difi’olved  by  her  Majefty’s  Demife y.  This  was 

K  4  the 


x  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  prefent  State  of  Europe, 

^  ^  *  y  This  excellent  Princefs, 

was  taKen  ill  at  Kenfmgton,  on  the  21ft  of  December,  1694. 
Her  Diftemper  proved  to  be  the  SmalBPox  ;  a  Malady  ex¬ 
tremely  fatal  to  her  Family,  and  which  might  therefore  be 
fuppofed  to  make  great  Impreffion  upon  her  Spirits;  this 
joined  to  a  bad  Conflitution,  and  as  fome  fay,  the  ill  Manage¬ 
ment  of  her  principal  Phyfician,  brought  her  to  her  EtxHn 
the  Space  of  a  Week.  She  was,  at  the  Time  of  her  Deceafe, 

in 
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the  Sentiment  of  her  Majefty?s  Uncle,  the  Earl  of  Ro- 
cbejler ,  and  of  feme  others ;  but  certainly  it  was  very 
ill  founded.  The  executive  Part  of  the  Government, 
was,  by  Law,  in  the  King,  though  the  Title,  as  well 
as  the  Right,  was  declared  to  be  in  their  Majefties 
jointly.  The  Calling  of  a  Parliament,  was  certainly 
an  Adi  of  the  executive  Power,  and  confequently  it 
ought  to  have  been  under  Hood  in  Law,  as  the  fpecial 
and  immediate  Adi  of  the  King,  though  the  Writs  ran 
in  the  joint  Names  of  both  their  Majefries,  as  all  other 
Adis  of  State  did,  yet  without  Impeachment  or  Di¬ 
munition  of  the  King’s  Authority.  Upon  this  Prin¬ 
ciple,  and  no  Body’s  feconding  the  Earl  of  Rochester  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Parliament  was  held  to  be  no 
Way  affcdled  by  her  Death,  but  proceeded  in  it?s  Deli¬ 
beration,  as  if  no  fuch  Accident  had  happened  z.  It  was 
then  fuggefted,  by  fuch  as  dilliked  the  Adminiftration, 
that  the  fending  Admiral  Rujfel  with  fo  great  a  Fleet  in¬ 
to  the  Mediterranean ,  keeping  him  there  for  fo  long  a 
Time,  and  diredling  him  at  laft  to  winter  in  thofe  Parts, 
was  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  and  too  great 
an  Adi  of  Complaifance  towards  cur  Allies.  But  upon  a 
long  and  (harp  Debate,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  faw  Jleafoit 
tp  juftify  this  Meafure  by  a  very  warm  Addrefs  to  the 

Throne, 


*4. .  .w  *  '  '  '  ' 

in  the  thirty-third  Year  of  her  Age,  and  in  the  Sixth  of 
her  Reign.  She  was  exceedingly  lamented  at  Home  and 
Abroad;  and  her  Death  at  this  jundlute,  was  a  great  Dif* 
advantage  to  her  Subjects. 

z  See  Burnet’s  Fliltory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p.  14°* 
It  is  evident,  if  this  could  have  been  carried,  and  the  Par¬ 
liament  diffolved,  Things  mull  have  run  in  the  utmoft  Con- 
fufion  ;  and  therefore  it  is  amazing,  that  any  Man,  who 
pretended  the  lead  Regard  for  his  Country,  Ihould  efpoufe  fo 
geftrudtive  a  Scheme. 
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Throne,  in  which  they  fa y,  “  That  the  fending  fo 
“  great  a  Fleet  into  the  Mediterranean ,  and  continuing  it 
<c  in  thofe  Parts,  has  been  to  the  Honour  and  Advantage 
“  of  your  Majefty  and  your  Kingdoms:  And  having  fpent 
u  fome  Time  upon  Confideration  of  the  Condition  of 
“  the  Fleet  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  of  the  great 
Encreafe  of  the  Naval  Force  and  Strength  of  our 
“  Neighbours,  conceive  it  to  be  our  Duty  to  your  Ma- 
u  jefty  and  the  Kingdom,  humbly  to  reprefent,  that 
“  the  Honour  and  Safety  of  this  Nation,  under  the 
cc  Providence  of  God,  chiefly  depends  upon  your 
“  Strength  at  Sea.  And  whereas  by  the  long  Conti- 
<c  nuance  of  this  War,  the  Number  of  your  Ships  mult 

“  have  been  diminifhed,  and  thofe  remaining  greatly 

*  « 

<c  impaired.  We  think  it  of  the  higheft  Importance  to 
“  your  Majefty’s  Service,  and  the  Security  and  Intereft 
^  of  your  People,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
<c  fuch  fpeedy  and  effectual  Directions  for  the  Repair 
and  Encreafe  of  your  Royal  Navy,  as  may  enable 
your  Majefty  not  only  to  continue  a  Strength  in  the 
<c  Mediterranean ,  during  this  War,  which  may  be  fu- 
^  perior  to  that  of  our  Enemies,  but  likewife  to  main- 
“  tain  fuch  a  Force  here  at  home,  and  in  the  Weft-? 
“  Indies,  as  fhall  be  a  Security  for  our  Coafts  and  Plan- 
<c  tations,  and  a  Protection  of  our  Trade,  and  fufficient 
“  both  for  the  annoying  of  our  Enemies,  and  for  the 
protecting  and  convoying  all  fuch  Stores  and  Provi- 
flons  as  muft  be  fent  to  the  Fleet  in  thofe  Parts,  up- 
on  the  effectual  and  timely  providing  whereof,  the 
cc  Safety  of  that  Part  of  your  Majefty’s  Navy  does 
**  fo  much  depend.”  This  Addrefs,  which  was  pre- 
fpnted  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  March ,  and  to 

whiclv 
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which  the  King  returned  a  favourable  Anfwer,  fatisfied 
the  Minds  of  all  the  feniible  Part  of  the  Nation  on  this 
Head,  and  reconciled  them  to  the  Abfence  of  Admiral 
Rujfel ,  which  otherwife  they  would  not  have  borne  but 
with  great  Impatience  a. 

A  confiderable  Supply  being  fent  to  the  Fleet  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year,  Admiral  Rujfel  refolved  to  fend 
a  fmall  Squadron  up  the  Streights  ;  it  was  compofed  of 
fix  flout  Frigates,  and  the  Command  given  to  Captain 
James  Killegrew ,  who  had  Inflru&ions  to  protect  their 
own  Trade,  and  to  annoy  that  of  the  Enemy.  In 
their  Cruize,  on  the  18th  of  January ,  1695,  they 
difcovered  two  French  Ships,  viz.  The  Content ,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Marquis  du  Chalard ,  of  feventy  Guns, 
and  The  Trident ,  under  Count  d'Aulnoy ,  of  fixty  Guns, 
between  Cape  Bona  and  the  Iiland  of  Pa?italareay  on 
Barbary  Coaft.  The  French  Men  of  War  miftook  the 
Englijh  for  Merchant-Men,  and  bore  down  upon  them, 
but  quickly  perceiving  their  Miftake,  endeavoured  to 
get  away.  It  was  four  in  the  Afternoon  before  Captain 
Killegrew ,  in  The  Plymouth ,  could  get  up  with  them, 
and  the  Wind  being  then  calm,  {he  alone  engaged  both 
the  French  Ships  for  the  Space  of  more  than  an  Hour, 
in  which  Time  Captain  Killegrew  wras  killed  with  a 

Cannon- 


a  The  French  took  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  publifh  what¬ 
ever  was  laid  in  England  again#  this  Men  Cure  ;  and  indeed  they 
had  good  Reafcn  lb  to  do,  fmee  all  thofe  Arguments  were  in 
their  Favour.  The  Engliih  Fleet  giving  Law  to  them  in  the 
Mediterranean,  while  our  Squadrons  bombarded  their  Ports  on 
the  Ocean,  funk  their  Pretenhons  to  becoming  a  Maritime 
Power  fo  low,  that  it  is  no  Wonder  they  were  defirous  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  Views  of  that  Party  in  England,  which  oppoled 
Meafures  fo  fatal  to  their  Glory. 

a/ 
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Cannon-Shot.  Then  came  up  The  Falmouth ,  Captain 
Grantham ,  who  engaged  them  for  near  another  Hour, 
till  the  other  four  Englift b  Frigates  came  in  :  whereupon 
the  French  feparated  The  CarliJIe ,  NewcaJUe ,  and  South¬ 
hampton  purfued  the  biggeft  of  them,  and  The  Fal¬ 
mouth  and  Adventure  the  lefler.  The  Plymouth ,  being 
forced  to  bear  away  for  Mejfina ,  having  loft  her  Fore- 
top-maft,  and  her  other  Malts  and  Rigging  being  much 
fhattered.  The  French  made  a  running  Fight  the  Night 
following  and  Part  of  the  next  Day  3  when,  their  Ships 
being  much  fhattered,  and  the  Count  ddAulnoy,  one  of 
their  Commanders,  with  many  of  their  Men  killed,  they 
both  yielded.  One  of  them,  called  The  Trident ,  being 
Jeaky,  and  it  blowing  very  frefh,  the  Englifb  fent  her 
to  Gorgonti ,  and  carried  The  Content  to  Mejfina ,  where 
they  arrived  the  2d  of  March.  The  Plymouth  had  four¬ 
teen  Men  killed  and  thirty  wounded,  and  there  might 
be  about  twice  that  Number  killed  and  wounded  on 
Board  the  reft  of  the  Ships  b.  The  brave  Captain 
Ki  lie  grew  was  interred  at  Mejfina ,  with  all  the  Ho¬ 
nours  due  to  his  Rank  and  Merit c.  The  News  of 
this  Action  reached  home  much  about  the  Time  that 
the  Lords  prefented  their  Addrefs  3  which  was  a  very  for¬ 
tunate 


b  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  266,  267.  Pointer's  Chronological 
Hiltory,  Kennet,  Burnet,  See.  c  1  think  myfelf  ob¬ 

liged  to  report  from  the  Mouth  of  an  Eyc-Witnefs,  a  very 
extraordinary  Cncumilance  in  relation  to  tins  Engagement. 
When  Ca,  tain  Killegrevv  came  up  with  the  Content,  the 
whole  French  Crew  were  at  Prayers,  and  he  might  have 
poured  in  his  Broad-fide  with  great  Advantage  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever^  he  refufed  to  do,  adding  this  remarkable  Expreffion 
It  is  beneath  the  Courage  of  the  Engiifh  Nation  to  furprize 
their  Enemies  in  fuch  a  Pofture.  1 


Mo  NAVAL  BISTORT 

tunate  Circumftance  for  the  Friends  of  the  Court,  who 
mentioned  it  on  all  Qccafions  as  a  Fadl  which  fully 
fiipported  their  Arguments.  On  the  other  Side,  a  large 
Account  of  this  Affair  was  printed  at  Paris ,  in  which 
the  Marquis  du  Chalard  faid  a  great  many  fine  Things 
of  himfelf  and  his  Nation  d. 

O  n  the  5  th  of  February ,  1694,  a  great  Supply  of 

Provifions  arrived  from  England ,  and  foon  after  Ad- 

* 

miral  RuJJel  detached  Rear-Admiral  Neville ,  with  a 
firong  Squadron,  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  French . 
In  the  Beginning  of  April  arrived  the  Land-Forces, 
confining  of  about  4,500  Men,  under  the  Brigadier 
Stuart ,  and  other  experienced  Offices,  and  with  them 
came  a  large  Fleet  of  Vidluallers,  and  twelve  Bomh- 
Veflels e.  The  Fleet  then  failed  from  Cadiz ,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Barcelona ,  before  which  Port  they  arrived 

early 


d  I  {hall  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  any  of  the  Flourifhes 
in  this  or  other  French  Accounts  of  this  Affair  ,*  but  content 
myfelf  with  obferving,  that  the  Marquis  du  Chalard  fays,  the 
Content  carried  54  Guns,  and  380  Men  ;  the  Trident,  42 
Guns,  and  300  Men  ;  though  in  feveral  of  their  own  Lines  of 
Battel,  in  the  Years  1692  and  1693,  I  find  the  former  to  be 
a-  Ship  of  64,  and  the  latter  60  Guns  ;  which  is  fufficient  to 
fhew  the  Credit  due  to  thefe  Authors.  e  Burchet’s  Me¬ 

moirs,  p.  268,  271.  The  Spaniards  were  all  this  while  fol- 
liciting  for  a  Convoy,  and  fometimes  exprefs’d  a  good  deal  of 
Uneafmefs  on  Account  of  its  not  being  provided.  Yet  this 
was  entirely  their  own  Fault  ;  for  while  the  Admiral  thought 
there  was  no  Danger  of  the  French  coming  out  of  Toulon* 
he  had  preffed  them  as  much,  to  forward  their  Embarkation 
at  Final,  telling  them  plainly,  that  after  a  certain  Time  which 
he  fixed,  he  fhould  not  think  it  fafe  to  fpare  them  a  Convoy. 
But,  they  fuffered  it  to  elapfe,  and  then  grew  impatient,  be¬ 
cause  Admiral  Ruffel  would  not  hazard  part  of  his  Fleet* 
and  all  their  Forces,  by  fending  the  Convoy  at  fuch  a  Time 
as  the  French  Fleet  might  have  been  at  Sea,  on  purpofe  to 
intercept  them. 


5 
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early  in  the  Month  of  May,  and  found  the  Spafiijh  Af¬ 
fairs  in  Catalonia  in  the  fame  declining  ‘Way  in  which 
they  left  them,  notwithftanding  all  the  preffing  Re- 
nionftrances  which  had  from  Time  to  Time  been  made 
by  our  Admiral  to  the  SpaniJJo  Court  on  that  Subjed/L 
In  the  mean  Time  Rear-Admiral  Neville  was  fent  to 
efcort  a  Body  of  Spanijh  Troops,  which  were  to  be 
tranfported  from  Final  into  Catalonia .  He  had  alfo 
Directions  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  in 
order  to  be  informed,  whether,  with  the  Affiltance  of 
the  Fleet,  he  cuuld  undertake  to  invade  any  Part  of  the 
Dominions  of  France ,  or  to  affift  in  a  Defign  formed 
again  ft  Toulon.  But  his  Highnefs  being  intent  upon  ta¬ 
king  Cafal ,  declined  entering  upon  any  Meafures  of  this 
Nature ;  and  therefore  Rear-Admiral  Neville  was  forced 
to  content  himfelf  with  the  Execution  of  the  other 
Part  of  his  Inftru&ions,  and  rejoin  the  grand  Fleet  with 
the  Spanijh  Tranfports  under  his  Protection,  which  he 
very  happily  performed  f. 

I  t  was  about  the  middle  of  the  Month  of  July, 
when  the  Marquis  de  Gajlanaga ,  the  Spanijh  Governor 
of  Catalonia ,  formed  the  Defign  of  re-taking  Palamos , 

in 


f  This  was  one  great  End  of  fending  Admiral  Rufiel  into 
the  Mediterranean.  For  if,  with  the  Affiltance  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  he  could  have  undertaken  any  Thing  again  It  Mar- 
feilles  or  Toulon,  it  would  have  compleatcd  the  Ruin  of  the 
French  Power  at  Sea.  But  the  Duke  was  fo  bent  upon  the 
Conquefl  of  Cafal,  that  he  could  not  be  drawn  to  undertake 
any  other  Enterprize.  Admiral  Ruflel,  as  foon  as  he  uncer- 
ftood  this,  refolved  to  give  him  all  the  Aflilta.nce  poffible  in 
that  Defign  ;  and  by  hindering  the  French  from  fending  any 
Succours,  enabled  him  to  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  the  Place, 
which  he  could  not  othervvife  have  taken. 


1 
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in  which  he  deified  the  Affiftance  of  Admiral  Rujfel. 
To  this  Purpofe  he  made  him  a  Vint  on  Board  the 
Fleet,  where  the  Admiral  told  him  the  Situation 
Things  were  in,  the  Neceffity  he  was  under  of  fending 
home  fir  Jolt:  Alunden  with  fome  of  the  larged  Ships, 
and  the  Impoflibility  there  was  of  buffering  the  Troops 
to  continue  above  a  Week  on  Shore.  However,  in 
opite  Oi  all  ffiefe  Difficulties  and  Dilappointments,  he 
allured  the  Marquis,  that  he  was  ready  to  do  the  very 
utmoft  in  his  Power,  both  by  landing  the  Troops,  and 
by  (ending  in  a  Squadron  of  light  Veflels  to  bombard 
the  Place.  In  Confequence  of  thefe  Refolutions,  the 

oes  confiftin0  of  4000  Englijb  and 
Dutihy  were  landed  ;  the  former  under  the  Command 
of  Brigadier  Stuart,  the  latter  under  that  of  Count 
Najfau  s.  This  was  on  the  9th  of  Augujl,  and  it  was 
the  next  Day  before  they  joined  the  Spanijb  Army, 
the  very  Sight  of  which  was  fufficient  to  difcourage 
them.  To  enumerate  their  Wants  would  be  tedious 
and  unneceffary,  fince  in  Truth  they  were  in  want  of 
every  i  hing  ;  and  if  our  People  had  not  by  Accident 
brought  with  them  fome  Pick-Axes  and  Shovels  on 
ohore,  they  could  not  have  intrenched  themfelves,  which 
however  was  very  neceffary,  fince  the  French  had  not 
only  a  good  Garrifon  in  P alamos,  but  an  Army  at  lead 
equal  to  that  of  the  Spaniards,  within  Sight  of  the 
Place.  The  Bombardment  fucceeded  better,  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  1  own  and  Caftle  were  deftroyed  Bur 
the  Admiral,  being  in.ormed,  that  the  FrencJ)  Fleet 

were 


tec. 


e  Burciie.’s  Memoirs,  p.  275.  Rennet,  Barnet,  Oldmixon, 
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were  coming  out  of  Toulon ,  thought  proper  to  reimbark 
his  Forces,  and  to  fail  for  the  Coaft  of  Provence ,  in 
order  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  Enemy  h. 

After  his  Departure  from  the  Coaft  of  Cat  ah - 
niay  the  Admiral  met  with  exceeding  bad  Weather, 
which  hindered  him  from  accomplifhing  fome  Things 
he  had  in  View.  He  found  alfo  that  his  Intelligence,  as 
to  the  Defigns  of  the  French ,  had  not  been  very  exa£t, 
and  therefore  thought  it  advifable  to  retire  down  the 
Streights  ;  which  he  did,  and  arrived,  tov/ards  the  latter 
End  of  the  Month  of  September ,  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz  h 
There  he  made  the  neceilary  Difpofitions  for  fecuring 
our  Trade  in  the  Mediterranean  from  any  Interruption, 
for  leaving  a  fufficient  Force  to  fruilrate  the  Defigns  of 
the  Enemy,  and  even  to  aflift  the  Spaniards ,  in  cafe 
they  fliewed  any  greater  Care  of  their  own  Concerns 
after  his  Departure  than  they  had  hitherto  done  :  And 
having  made  thefe  Provifions,  and  given  proper  In- 

Urudxions 


h  The  French  Writers  give  us  another  Account  cf  this 
Matter  ;  they  fay,  that  the  Duke  of  Vendome,  who  com¬ 
manded  their  Army  in  Catalonia,  finding  him  (elf  too  weak 
to  attempt  the  railing  the  Siege  of  Palamos  by  Force,  had 
yet  Addrefs  enough  to  effed  it  by  a  Stratagem.  He  fent  a 
Letter  by  the  Mailer  of  a  Fifning  -  Bark,  dire  died  to  Mr. 
Nanclas,  Governor  of  that  Place  acquainting  him,  that  he 
might  depend  on  fpeedy  Relief,  the  Fleet  having  failed  from 
Toulon  in  the  beginning  of  September.  The  Mailer  of  the 
Fifhng-Boat  had  Orders  to  put  hirnfclf  in  the  Way  of  the 
Englilh,  which  he  did  ;  and  the  Admiral  being  deceived  by 
this  Letter,  failed  immediately  for  the  Coall  of  Provence. 
Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  iii.  p.  178.  Yer,  fupppofing  this 
Fad  to  be  true,  the  French  had  no  great  Caufe  to  boa  11  ;  for 
Palamos  was  reduced  into  fo  miferable  a  Condition,  by  being 
bombarded,  that  the  Duke  de  Vendome  thought  fit  foon  after 
to  withdraw  his  Garrifon,  and  blow  up  the  reft  of  the  Forti¬ 
fications.  \  Kenner,  Burnet,  Life  of  King  William. 
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HruCfions  to  Sir  David  MitcbeL \  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
Red,  who  was  to  be  left  with  a  Squadron  of  three  and 
twenty  Ships  of  the  Line,  befides  Frigates  and  Bomb- 
Veilels,  he  turned  his  Thoughts  entirely  to  the  carry¬ 
ing  the  reft  or  the  Fleet  back  to  England ,  molt  of  the 
great  Ships  being  very  foul,  and  many  of  them  but 
indifferently  manned.  This  Defign  he  very  happily 
accomplifhed,  arriving  in  November  with  twelve  Sail  of 
great  Ships,  exclufive  of  the  Dutch ,  a  Frigate  or  two^ 
and  Fire-Ships,  on  our  own  Coafts k. 

W  e  are  now  to  conlider  what  palled  at  home,  and 
how  thofe  Meafures  were  profecuted,  which  had  been 
concerted  for  humbling  the  French  in  the  Ocean.  Our 
Attempts  the  Year  before  had  not  indeed  anfwered  the 
fanguine  Expectations  of  ignorant  People,  who  imagined 
that  they  were  not  to  have  left  a  Houfe  Handing  on  the 
French  Coalt  ;  and  on  the  other  Hand,  feemed  but  to 
juftify  too  well  what  fuch  as  were  belt  (killed  in  Mari¬ 
time  Affairs  had  advanced,  as  to  the  Impofllbility  of 
performing  any  great  Services  in  the  Way  of  bombard¬ 
ing  ;  yet  it  was  refolved  that  this  (hould  be  purfued  K 
T  he  great  Men  in  the  Cabinet,  amongft  whom  at 
that  T  irae  was  the  famous  Earl  of  Sunderland ,  perhaps 
the  ableft  Minifter  of  his  Time,  thought  themfelves 
better  Judges  of  thefe  Matters,  than  either  the  Seamen  or 
the  People;  and  while  they  were  able  to  (hew  their  own 
Force  for  the  piefent,  refirain  the  Fre?ich  Power  for 
the  future,  and  give  infinite  Uneafinefs  to  the  whole 

French 


k  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiflcry,  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  Pre- 
ient  State  of  Europe,  See.  1  Burnet’s  Hiltory  of  his 

own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p.  207,  20S. 
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French  Nation,  by  fuch  Expeditions,  the  Expence  of  them 
was,  in  their  Judgments,  far  from  being  thrown  away. 
They  were,  befides,  very  fenfible,  that  nothing  could 
enable  us,  and  our  Allies,  to  continue  the  War  with 
any  Profpedt  of  Succefs,  but  making  fuch  Ufes  of 
our  Fleet,  as  might  leflen  the  vifible  Superiority  of  the 
French  King’s  Forces  by  Land.  This  had  been  effeftu- 
ally  done  by  Admiral  Ruffel  while  he  continued  in  the 
Mediterranean  :  For  though  he  found  it  impoffible  to 
enable  the  Spaniards  to  do  any  Thing,  who  had  little 
or  no  Force  at  all,  yet  he  had  vilibly  prevented  the 
Lofs  of  Barcelona ,  and  indeed  of  all  Catalonia ,  which 
nothing  but  his  Prefence  could  have  kept,  either  this 
Year  or  the  laft,  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  French ,  and 
the  Bombardments  of  laft  Year  had  fruftrated  all  the 
French  Schemes,  and  kept  their  whole  N"aval  Force  ufe- 
lefs  in  their  Ports  ra. 

The  Fleet  intended  for  this  Service  was  in  fuch 
Forwardnefs  by  the  Middle  of  June ,  that  the  Lord 
Berkley  of  Stratton ,  who  was  to  command  if,  had  Or¬ 
ders  to  go  on  Board.  On  his  Arrival  at  Spithead ,  a 
Council  of  War  was  called,  in  order  to  confider  what 
fhould  be  firft  undertaken  3  and  upon  mature  Delibera¬ 
tion  it  was  refolved,  that  there  was  the  greateft  Proba¬ 
bility  of  fucceeding  again  ft  St.  Maloes.  But  the  Dutch 
Admiral,  Allemonde ,  having  acquainted  Lord  Berkley 
that  he  had  the  King  s  abfolute  Orders  to  confider  the 
Vol.  III.  L  Projeft 


-This  is  the  Judgment  of  fome  of  the  belt  Political  Wri¬ 
ters  of  thofe  i  imes  ;  and  indeed,  if  we  confider  Fads,  we  can¬ 
not  but  be  convinced,  that  it  was  better  for  us  to  alarm  *>nd 
barn  the  French  Coarts,  than  to  fuffbr  them  to  alarm  and 
burn  guls,  as  they  did  fome  Years  before. 
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Projeft  for  attacking  Dunkirk  before  all  others,  this 
occafioned  a  frefh  Delay.  However,  when  it  was  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Dutch  fhould  aft  feparately  in  this  laft 
Undertaking,  it  was  by  them  declared  impracticable,  and 
a  full  Refolation  taken  to  execute  immediately  the  De- 
iign  againft  St.  Maloes n.  With  this  View  the  Fleet 
failed  on  the  23d  of  June ;  and  on  the  4th  of^/rLord 
Berkley ,  with  the  Fleet  under  his  Command,  came  be¬ 
fore  the  Place,  and  began  inflantly  to  bombard  Quince- 
Fort  y  to  the  Weft  ward,  and  the  Battery  raifed  by  the 
Enemy  to  the  Eaftward,  on  Point  Danhour ,  between 
which  is  the  Channel  of  the  Town.  The  firft  Service 
was  performed  by  Colonel  Richards ,  who  had  three 
Englijh  and  two  Dutch  Bomb-Veflels  under  his  Com¬ 
mand,  and  the  latter  was  committed  entirely  to  the 
Dutch ,  who  employed  therein  four  Bomb-Veflels  for 
many  Hours.  On  the  5th,  every  Thing  being  ready 
to  attack  the  Town,  Lord  Berkley ,  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  Morning,  gave  the  Signal.  Upon  this  Captain 
Benhow  went  on  Board  "The  Charles  Galley,  and  hoifted 
a  Flame-coloured  Flag ;  and  immediately  after,  the  En¬ 
glijh  and  Dutch  Frigates,  appointed  to  guard  the  Bomb- 
Veflels,  entered  the  Channel,  and  came  to  an  Anchor 
within  a  Mile  and  an  Half  of  the  Town,  having  Co¬ 
lonel  Richards  with  the  Bomb-Veflels  in  a  Line  before 
them.  About  fix,  the  Bombardment  began.  All  this 
Time  the  Enemy  fired  very  warmly  from  the  Shore, 
from  the  Batteries  on  the  great  and  little  Bay,  on  the 
Illand  of  Danbour ,  from  Fort-Vaubany  Fort-Royal ,  Fort- 
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n  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p,  293,  Ker.net,  Burnet. 
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Quince,  &c.  their  Gallies  and  Boats  taking  alfo  the 
Opportunities  of  the  Tides,  and  rowing  fometimes  fo 
near  as  to  gall  the  Line  of  Bomb-Ships.  Yet,  in  Spite 
of  this  Interruption,  about  eight  o’Clock  a  great  Fire 
broke  out  in  the  Eaft  Part  of  the  Town,  and  vaft  Clouds 
of  Smoak  were  feen  afcending  in  feveral  Places.  Lord 
Berkley ,  Admiral  Allemonde ,  and  Sir  CloudeJIey  Shovel , 
came  in  their  Boats  to  encourage  the  Seamen,  and  ex- 
prefled  much  Satisfaction  as  to  the  Manner  in  which  the 
Attack  was  difpofed.  An  Englijh  and  Dutch  Fire-Ship 
fet  the  Wooden  Fort  on  the  Quince  Rock  on  Fire, 
which  burnt  for  two  Hours  j  and  about  four  in  the 
Afternoon  a  great  Fire  broke  out  in  the  Weft  Part 
of  the  Town.  By  feven  in  the  Evening,  the  Bomb- 
Veflels  had  fpent  their  Cargo  of  9000  Bombs'and  Car¬ 
ies,  and  therefore  the  Signal  was  made  to  put  to  Sea.’ 
This  Enterprize  was  executed  by  fix  Englijh  and  four 
Dutch  Men  of  War,  nine  Galliots,  fourteen  flat-bottom 
Boats,  and  two  Brigantines.  The  Lofs  fuftained  by  the 
Enemy  s  F  ire  was  fixty  Men  killed  and  wounded ;  a 
Bomb-Veflel,  called  Eke  terrible ,  fo  fluttered,  that 
they  were  forced  to  fet  her  on  Fire  ;  two  Boats,  and  three 
or  four  Barks  funk.  The  Bombardment  lafted  fome- 
what  more  than  eleven  Hours,  with  all  the  Succels 
that  could  poffibly  be  expedited,  a  great  Part  of  the 
Place  being  burnt,  and  the  Enemy  reduced  to  the  Ne- 

ceffity  of  blowing  up  feveral  Houfes,  to  prevent  the 
whole  from  being  deftroyed 

^  2  The 


.  °  Sree, the  London  Gazette,  No.  3090  ;  where,  however, 
itisfaid,  that  the  Fleet  failed  on  the  21  ft  ;  but  in  all  Proba- 

bility 
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The  French  Accounts  do  indeed  contradidl  thefe ; 
but  at  the  fame  Time  they  neither  raife  the  Reputation 
of  France ,  nor,  with  impartial  Judges,  can  difcredit 
what  has  been  advanced  on  this  Subjedt  by  the  Englijh 
and  Dutch.  M.  hhhtincy  tells  us,  that  the  Court  ap¬ 
pointed  Marfhal  Choifeuil  to  command  on  the  Coaft  of 
Britany .  At  La  Hogue  he  had  two  Battalions  of  Ma¬ 
rines,  three  of  Militia,  a  Regiment  of  Horfe,  and  a 
Regiment  of  Dragoons ;  and  belides  thefe  he  had  a  nu¬ 
merous  Corps  de  Referve .  M.  d* EJlrees  commanded 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Rochelle  another  Body  of  For¬ 
ces.  The  Care  of  Brefl  and  the  adjacent  Country  was 
committed  to  M.  Vauhan ,  who  had  a  fpecial  Commiffi- 
on  to  enable  him  to  command  the  Marines,  of  which 
there  were  twenty-two  Battalions  on  the  Coaft.  All 
this  fhews,  how  apprehenfive  the  French  were  of  thefe 
Vifits,  into  what  Confufion  they  put  them,  and  what 
mighty  Expences  they  were  at  to  provide  againft  their 
Effedfs.  As  to  this  particular  Affair  of  St.  Maloes,  the 
Author  beforementioned  is  pleafed  to  fay,  our  Fleet 
conlifted  of  feventy  Sail,  of  which  twenty-five  or  thirty 
were  Line  of  Battel  Ships.  He  owns  that  the  Bom¬ 
bardment  continued  eleven  Hours ;  that  nine  hundred 
Bombs  were  thrown,  of  which  five  hundred  fell  in  the 

Town, 


bility  it  put  back  again,  and  did  not  fail  till  the  29th,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3092.  The  Account 
of  the  Engagement  I  have  taken  from  my  Lord  Berkley’s 
Narrative,  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  No.  3096,  after  coin¬ 
paring  it  with  what  is  faid  in  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  and 
the  Dutch  Accounts  ;  all  which  agree  perfectly  together,  and 
therefore  i  can  fee  no  Reafon  to  doubt  any  of  the  Fads  they 
contain. 
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Town,  whereby  ten  or  twelve  Houfes  were  burnt,  thir¬ 
ty-five  or  forty  damaged,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  People 
killed  or  wounded  p.  Father  Daniel  gives  us  pretty 
near  the  fame  Account ;  and  both  agree,  that  two  In¬ 
fernal  Machines  were  fpent  on  Fort-Quince ,  one  to 
very  little,  and  the  other  to  no  purpofe  at  all  b  Yet, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  St.  Maloes  was  an  old 
Town,  it’s  Buildings  moftly  of  Wood,  the  Streets  very 
narrow,  and  the  Place  crowded  with  Soldiers,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  guefs,  how  fo  many  Bombs  could  fall,  and  yet 
do  fo  little  Hurt ;  and  this  induced  a  Dutch  Journalifl:  to 
fay  merrily  enough,  that  the  Maloins  had  taught  their 
Dogs  (which  every  body  knows  they  make  ufe  of  to 
guard  their  City)  to  take  up  the  Bombs  in  their  Mouths, 
and  run  away  with  them  out  of  Town  r. 

After  this  Affair  was  over,  it  was  refolved,  that 
a  fmall  Squadron  fhould  proceed  to  Granville ,  a  Place  of 
gieat  Trade.  This  Squadron  confificd  of  eight  Frigates, 
and  as  many  Bomb-Vefiels,  viz.  five  Engli/h  and  three 
Dutch.  On  tiie  8th  of  July ,  about  nine  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  Captain  Benbow  anchored  before  the  Place,  and 

k  3  Colonel 


p  Hifloire  Militaire,  Tom.  in.  p.  323.  Bat  all  that  is  Paid 
there,  may  be  thus  accounted  for.  The  French  Court  T 
ways  kept  in  Fay  a  fettled  Journals,  who  was  intruded  \o 
heighten  all  them  Succeffes,  and  to  extenuate  all  their  Lode? 
by  feigned  Relations ;  which  Relations  are  fince  reckoned 
pioper  Documents  for  Hiitory  ;  though  at  the  Time  thev 

were  pumifhed,  their  true  Value  was  very  well  known,  and 
they  very  julby  defpifed. 

.  journal  Hillorique  de  Lou;S  W.  p.  lg2.  Both  his  and 
GazJfteT5  ^  QsmC)'  S  Account>  are  copied  from  their 

KingwHliS;&cf  EUr°pe>  Hift°ry  °fthe!aft  War* 
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Colonel  Richards ,  about  an  Hour  afterwards,  began  the 
Bombardment,  which  Med  till  fix  in  the  Evening,  and 
then  the  Squadron  bore  away,  leaving  this  Town  in 
Flames ;  which  is  a  Fadl  the  French  have  never  offered 
to  difpute,  though  molt  of  their  Writers  flip  it  over 
without  faying  a  Word.  On  the  9th,  the  Fleet  ap¬ 
peared  before  Havre  de  Grace  ;  not  with  any  Defign  to 
attack  it,  but  merely  to  alarm  and  harrafs  the  Enemy  : 
which  having  performed,  they  failed  for  Portfmouth ,  in 
order  to  make  the  neceflary  Preparations  there  for  an 
Attempt  upon  Dunkirk ,  the  Deftrudfion  of  which  Port 
would  have  given  equal  Satisfa&ion  to  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch ,  both  Nations  fuffering  equally  by  her  Priva¬ 
teers  s. 

O  n  the  Return  of  the  Fleet,  four  hundred  Soldiers 
were  immediately  embarked,  and  Mr.  Meefters  received 
Orders  to  prepare  his  Machines,  on  the  Succefs  of  which 
the  whole  Affair  depended.  After  this  all  the  proper 
Meafures  were  concerted  with  that  Engineer.  But, 
whether  through  fome  Backwardnefs  in  him,  or  what 
other  Accident,  is  not  very  clear ;  fo  it  was,  that  the 
Month  of  July  expired  before  the  Attempt  upon  Dun¬ 
kirk  was  made.  On  the  ill  of  Auguji  Lord  Berkley 
fent  in  the  Bomb-Ketches,  Fire-Ships,  and  Machine- 
Veffels,  with  feveral  light  Frigates  and  Brigantines,  to 
protedl  them  againft  the  Enemy’s  Half-Gallies,  and 
other  armed  Boats,  of  which  they  had  a  great  many. 
About  nine  in  the  Morning,  the  Bombardment  began  j 
about  two  in  the  Afternoon  four  Smoke-Ships  were 

fent 


5  Burchet,  Rennet,  Oldmixon,  and  the  London  Gazette, 
No.  3096. 
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fcnt  in,  which  were  burnt  to  little  or  no  Purpofe.  The 
Bomb-Veffels,  however,  continued  firing  till  about  five, 
and  then  with  the  Frigates,  &c.  were  ordered  off.  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  Shells  fell  into  the  Rife-Bank  and  upon  the 
Pier-Heads,  and  three  of  the  Enemy’s  Half- Gallies  were 
funk.  But  they  had  in  all  Places  made  fuch  great  Pre¬ 
parations  for  their  Defence  with  Boats,  Bombs,  Chains, 
Piles,  and  Pontons,  with  Guns  upon  them,  as  rendered 
this  Attempt  altogether  impracticable.  The  French 
give  a  long  and  pompous  Account  of  this  Affair,  and  I 
think  do  the  Englijh  more  Honour  than  any  of  their 
own  Relations ;  for  they  make  the  Mifcarriage  of  this 
Attempt,  the  Effedl  of  the  Courage  and  ConduCt  of 
feveral  of  their  moft  experienced  Sea-Officers ;  whereas 
our  Authors  univerfally  afcribe  it  either  to  the  want  of 
Skill  in  Mr.  Meejlers ,  or  to  the  Mifunderftanding  be¬ 
tween  him  and  fome  of  the  Sea-Officers ;  which  is  the 

more  probable,  fince  he  deferted  the  Service  in  the 

* 

Night,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  take  any  Share 
in  the  fubfequent  Attempt  upon  Calais  \ 

Lord  Berkley ,  notwithflanding  this  Difappointment, 
refolved  to  profecute  his  Orders,  and  coming  before 
Calais ,  called  a  Council  of  War,  in  which  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  endeavour  to  burn  a  Wooden  Fort  erefted  at 
the  Entrance  of  the  Pier-Heads,  which  was  furnifhed 
with  fourteen  heavy  Cannon  ;  and  with  feveral  other 

L  4  Batteries 


t  I  have  taken  this  Account  too  from  all  the  Relations  I. 
could  meet  with,  either  of  our  own,  or  foreign  Writers,  par¬ 
ticularly  that  publiffjed  in  the  Gazette,  No.  3102.  Burchet’s 
Memoirs,  p.  297.  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Journal  Hiilorique  de 
Louis  XIV.  &c.  But  all  they  advance,  is  taken  from  the  Rela¬ 
tions  printed  by  Authority  to  amufe  the  People, 
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Batteries,  defended  the  Entrance  of  the  Place  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  it  was  impoflible  any  thing  could  be  un¬ 
dertaken  till  thefe  Obftacles  were  removed.  To  this 
End,  Colonel  Richards  was  ordered  to  fill  two  Well- 
Boats  with  the  Materials  of  a  Fire-Ship,  and  to  difpofe 
the  Boats  for  making  a  formal  Attack.  Several  Acci¬ 
dents  prevented  the  Execution  of  this  Defign  till  the 
17th  of  Auguft  in  the  Morning,  when  anchoring  Eaft- 
ward  of  the  Town,  the  Bombardment  began  with  fuch 
Succefs,  that  by  Noon  the  Place  was  on  Fire  in  feveral 
Parts.  About  this  Time  the  Enemy’s  Half-  Gallies 
came  out,  and  Hood  along  under  the  Shore,  in  order  to 
break  the  Line  of  Bomb-Veflels ;  but  the  Frigates  and 
Brigantines  Handing  in,  put  them  into  fuch  Confufion> 
that  they  retired  with  great  Precipitation,  and  w’ith  much 
Difficulty  recovered  the  Pier -Pleads.  The  Bombard¬ 
ment  was  then  continued,  without  further  Interruption, 
till  about  five  in  the  Afternoon,  by  which  Time  fix 
hundred  Shells  were  thrown  into  the  Place.  The  Ma¬ 
gazine  and  the  Rife-Bank  was  entirely  burnt,  feveral 
Houfes  deiiroycd,  and  many  more  very  much  damaged; 
with  this  particular  Circumftanee  in  our  Favour,  that, 
nctwithftanding  all  the  Efforts  of  the  Enemy,  and  a  pro- 
oigious  Fire  made  from  their  Batteries,  we  fuffered  very 
little  Lofs;  only  Captain  OJborne ,  who  commanded 
The  Jidborough-Ketch,  was  killed  by  a  Cannon-Ball 
M.  Quincy  affedts  to  treat  this  Attack  as  a  very  flight 
Thing,  aliening  that  not  above  three  or  four  Houfes 

were 
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"London  Gazette,  No*  3  107,  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  303. 
I  ointei  s  Chronological  liillory,  vol.  ii.  p.  413.  Kenner* 
Burnet. 
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were  confumed,  and  about  as  many  People  killed  ;  and 
yet  he  acknowledges  that  abundance  of  Men  had  been 
ordered  thither,  and  a  great  deal  of  Pains  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  differing  at  all  by  this  Attempt  ;  which  (hews 
how  great  their  Apprehenfions  were,  and  how  necefiary 
it  was  to  calm  the  Minds  of  the  People  by  publifhingfuch 
'Accounts w. 

This  was  the  lad  Attack  of  the  Kind  that  was 
made  this  Year  3  and  though,  upon  the  whole,  both  the 
Englijh  and  the  Confederates  reaped  very  confiderable 
Advantages,  from  their  ruining  in  this  Manner  all  the 
Enemy’s  Coafts,  while  their  Squadron  were  fhut  up  in 
their  Ports,  and  in  no  Capacity  to  undertake  any  thing, 
yet,  on  the  Return  of  the  Fleet,  the  Council  thought 
fit  to  examine  into  the  Coridudt  both  of  the  Officers  and 
Engineers,  who  charged  each  other  reciprocally  with 
Want  of  Skill,  or  Want  of  Zeal ;  but  upon  a  clofe  Ex¬ 
amination  into  the  Miatter,  it  was  found,  that  their  want 
of  Unanimity  was  the  greated  Misfortune  ;  and  it  ap¬ 
peared  fo  plainly,  that  by  proper  Management  the  French 
Ports  might  be  ruined,  notwithdanding  the  mighty  Pains 
and  immenfe  Expence  employed  in  fortifying  them,  that 
it  was  refolved  to  profecute  the  fame  Method  :  and  it 
was  particularly  recommended  to  M.  JVLecJler s,  not  only 
to  be  more  careful  in  providing  his  Machines  with 
whatever  was  necedary  for  their  ading  effedually,  but 
alfo  to  fecure  a  fufficient  Number  of  experienced  Pilots, 

for  want  of  which  both  the  Attempts  on  Dunkirk  had 
mifcarried  x. 


That 


w  Hidoire  Militaire,  Journal  Hidorique,  as  above. 

X  ^ee  a  raore  dtisfa&ory  Account  of  this  Matter 
Memoirs  of  the  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton. 
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That  Refpeft:  which  is  due  to  Truth,  and  the 
thorough  Information  of  our  Readers,  will  not  permit 
the  paffing  over  in  Silence,  fome  Misfortunes  that  fell 
out  this  Year  at  Sea.  When  the  French  Court  found 
that,  notwithftanding  the  vaft  Expence  they  had  been 
at,  in  order  to  raife  a  Maritime  Power,  they  were  yet 
unable  to  look  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  in  the  Face,  they 
gave  Leave  to  many  of  their  Sailors  to  enter  on  Board 
Privateers,  which  enabled  them  to  difturb  our  Trade, 
and  to  enrich  themfelves.  The  Marquis  of  Caermar - 
then>  who  had  the  Command  of  a  Squadron  Rationed 
off  the  SV/&y-If!ands,  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  miftake  a 
Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  for  the  Brejl  Squadron;  where¬ 
upon,  without  taking  any  Pains  to  be  fatisfied  whether 
he  was  or  was  not  in  the  right,  he  retired  immediately 
into  Milford- Haven,  which  expofed  the  Barbadoes  Fleet 
in  fuch  a  Manner  ;  that  many  of  them  were  loft,  two 
E aft- India  Ships  were  taken  at  Sea,  and  three  more 
were  either  burnt  or  taken  near  Galway  in  Ireland , 
by  fome  Privateers  a&ing  under  King  James's  Com- 
miffion.  Thefe  five  Ships,  Bifliop  Burnet  tells  us, 
were  worth  a  Million,  and  therefore  we  need  not  be 
furprized,  that  a  great  Clamour  was  raifed  among  the 
Merchants.  The  Admiralty  excufed  themfelves  by 
producing  the  Inftru&ions  given  to  the  Marquis  of  Caer- 
marthen ,  and  other  Officers ;  but,  notwithftanding  all 
that  could  be  faid,  it  appeared  inconteftably,  that  the 
true  Source  of  our  Lofies  in  this  refpedl,  and  of  the 
French  Succefs,  was  their  having  fo  good  Intelligence  of 
all  our  Motions  ;  whereas  it  never  appeared  that  we  had 
any  tolerable  Account  of  theirs.'  How  far  this  was 
owing  to  their  Diligence  and  Dexterity,  and  how  far 
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to  our  Indolence  and  Treachery,  is  what  I  fhall  not 
pretend  to  determine,  but  content  myfelf  with  obferving, 
that  in  a  Time  of  War  no  Money  is  fo  ill  fpared,  as 
that  which  might  be  employed  in  gaining  early  Notice 
of  an  Enemy’s  Preparations ;  for  though  their  Defigns 
may,  yet  thofe  can  never  be  hid  y. 

But,  in  fome  Meafure  to  ballance  thefe,  we  may 
have  Leave  to  mention  a  few  Adis  of  extraordinary  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Condudl,  which  our  own  Countrymen  per¬ 
formed  ;  and  which,  if  it  were  for  their  Singularity 
only,  deferve  to  be  remembered.  On  the  30th  of  May 
169  5,  as  one  William  Fhompfon ,  Matter  of  a  Filhing- 
Boat  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Pool  in  Dorfetjhire ,  was 
fiihing  near  the  Ifland  of  Pur  beck,  with  only  one  Man 
and  a  Boy,  and  perceiving  a  Privateer  of  Cherbourg  to 
bear  down  upon  him,  he  was  fo  far  from  avoiding  the 
Enemy,  that  he  made  ready  to  defend  himfelf  the  beft  he 
could  with  two  little  Guns,  which  he  had  mounted, 
and  fome  fmall  Fire-Arms,  and  with  fo  inconfiderable 
Defence  behaved  himfelf  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  in  a 
little  Time  he  wounded  the  Captain,  the  Lieutenant, 
and  fix  more  of  the  French ;  which  fo  difcouraged  the 
reft,  that  they  bore  away.  But  then,  in  his  Turn, 
Thompfon  gave  Chace  to  the  Privateer,  fired  upon  her 
for  two  Hours  together,  and  at  length  made  the  Enemy 
ftrike,  beg  for  Quarter,  and  furrender.  So  that  Fhomp- 
fin ,  thus  victorious,  brought  away  the  Sloop  with  four¬ 
teen  Prifoners  (of  which  the  Captain  was  one)  having 

left 


y  Burnet’s  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p 

Kenner,  Oldmixon,  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  Life  of  JW 
William.  a 


Sr  : 


N  AVAL  H I STO  R  T 

left  two  more  at  Corfe-Cajlle,  and  carried  her  into  Pool 
Harbour.  This  Privateer  had  two  Pattarero’s,  feveral 
hnal  1  Arms  and  Granado’s,  and  fixteen  Men.  For  this 
gallant  Exploit,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  gave  Cap¬ 
tain  Pbompfon  a  Gold  Chain  and  Medal,  of  the  Value 
of  fifty  Pounds,  and  made  him  a  Prefent  alfo  of  the 
Veflel  he  had  taken  z.  Their  Lordfhips,  not  long  af- 
ti  • ,  7  "-  ■  a  a  like  Chain  and  Medal  to  Mr.  Williams ,  who 
was  rce>Aife  Mailer  of  a  Fifhing-Smack  belonging  to- 
Whitfand-Bay ,  for  retaking  feveral  VelTels  after  they  had 
fallen  into  the  Hands  of  French  Privateers a.  Thefe 
Rewards  had  fuch  an  Effedl,  that  Captain  Peter  Jolliffe , 
in  a  fmail  Hoy ,  called  Fhe  Sea  Adventure ,  perceiving  a 
French  Privateer  in  the  Ifland  of  Purbeck  make  Prize 
of  a  Fifhing-Boat  belonging  to  Weymouth ,  he  boldly 
attacked  him,  though  of  three  Times  his  Strength,  and 
having  firft  obliged  him  to  quit  his  Prize,  afterwards 
forced  him  on  Shore  near  the  Town  of  Lulworth,  the 
People  of  which  made  themfelves  Mailers  of  the 
Veflel,  and  took  the  Crew  Prifoners  ;  for  which  brave 
Exploit,  Captain  Jolliffe  was  honoured  alfo  with  a 
Gold  Chain  and  Medal  b.  Several  other  Actions  of 
this  Sort  gave  Reputation  to  the  Englifh  Seamen,  and 
plainly  (hewed,  that  nothing  but  Divifions  in  our  Coun¬ 
cils,  and  Factions  in  our  Fleets,  hindered  us  from  fuc- 
ceeding  in  our  Defigns  of  making  a  Defcent  on  the 
Ccaft  of  France ,  and  revenging  the  Injuries  done  our 
Commerce  by  the  Privateers  of  that  Nation:  a  Defisn 
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every  W ay  juft  and  reafonable,  fince  the  French  King 
not  only  furnifhed  thofe  Privateers  with  Seamen,  but 
alfo  employed  his  own  Ships  in  this  kind  of  piratical 
War,  and  caufed  feveral  Medals  to  be  ftruck  on  the  Sue- 
cefs  of  it :  But  whether  thefe  will  tranfmit  his  Glory  or 
his  Shame  to  Pofterity,  I  leave  every  impartial  Reader 
to  determine  c. 

The  Campaign  in  Flanders  being  over,  King  IVil- 
liam  returned  to  England ,  and  on  the  nth  of  OtJober 
arrived  at  Kenfington ,  and  immediately  after  publifhed  a 
Proclamation,  by  which  he  diffolved  the  Parliament, 
and  called  a  new  one,  which  was  to  meet  on  the  22d 

of 


c  I  have  always  looked  upon  this,  as  the  ftrorweft  Proof 
of  the  Re&itude  of  thofe  Councils,  to  which  were  owing  the 
Bombardment  6f  the  French  Coafts  ;  and  therefore  I  thmk  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Reader  fome  fnliances  in  fg" 
port  of  what  is  delivered  in  the  Text.  Every  body  knows  how 
Jond  the  French  Ring  was  of  caufing  the  remarkable  Aftions 
of  his  Reign  to  be  recorded  by  Medals  ;  and  therefore  their 
leibmony  is  unexceptionable.  On  the  taking  the  India-Shio" 
formerly  mentioned,  there  was  a  Medal  ilruck,  reprefenting 
thefe  Veifels  unlading,  and  their  Cargoes  taken  from  the 
Slaves  who  brought  them  on  Shore,  by  a  Man  compleatly 
armed  with  this  Infer, p, on.  Indite  Hoftium  Opes  Intercept*, 
r.  e.  The  I  reafures  of  the  Indies  taken  from  the  Enemies 
In  the  Exergue,  169;.  Upon  John  Du  Barts  deftroying  "a 
Squadron  of  Dutch  Ships,  another  Medal  appeared,  on  which 
was  reprefented,  the  Batavian  Lion,  proftrate  on  the  Ground, 
the  Genius  of  Holland  fitting  on  his  Back,  and  looking  with 

T  A‘T  7  D'ft«a,on  towards  a  Ship  at  Sea,  with  this, 
L^nd,  Incenfis  aut  Captis  Hoftium  Navibus  Oneratis  Tri- 
ginta.  Bellies  Tnbus,  that  is.  Thirty  Merchant-Ships,  and 
three  Men  of  War,  belonging  to  the  Enemy,  either  burnt  or 
taken  In  the  Exergue,  Ad  Texellam,  169c.  A  Medal  was 
rdio  ftruck  on  the  fruitlefi  Bombarding  of  Dunkirk,  which 
fliewed  of  how  great  Importance  the  French  King  thought 

tnat  Nell  ot  Pirates.  Fliiioire  de  Louis  XIV  Tom  v‘'Jr 
GQ,  *  v  •  P* 
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of  November  following.  About  the  fame  Time  Sir 
George  Rooke  received  Orders  to  proceed  with  all  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  Fleet,  with  the  Squadron  under  his 
Command.  He  was  on  this  Occafion  declared  Admi¬ 
ral  of  the  White ,  and  Admiral  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  in  the  Mediterranean ,  with 
Inflru&ions  to  protect  the  Englijh  Commerce,  to  an¬ 
noy  the  Enemy,  and,  in  cafe  they  pafled  the  Streights9 
to  follow  them  with  the  whole  Fleet,  or  a  Strength 
proportionable  to  theirs.  Sir  George  parted  from  the 
Englijh  Coalt  on  the  16th  of  Oftober9  1695,  with 
feventy  fail  of  Men  of  War  and  Merchant-Men  un¬ 
der  his  Command,  and  in  thirty-eight  Days  arrived 
fafely  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz .  There  he  applied  himfelf 
with  the  utmoft  Diligence  to  the  fecuring  the  fafe  Re¬ 
turn  of  the  Turky  Fleet,  and  protecting  every  where 
the  Englijh  Trade  from  the  Danger  to  which  it  flood 
expofed  from  the  French  Privateers :  But,  as  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  Part  of  his  Inltruftions,  he  found  himfelf  fcarce  in 
a  Capacity  to  carry  them  into  Execution,  the  Force  he 
had  in  the  Port  of  Cadiz ,  being  much  inferior  to  the 
Strength  he  knew  the  French  had  at  Toulon ,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  was  obliged  to  provide  the  belt  he  could  for  his 
Security  there  ;  many  of  the  great  Englijh  Ships,  and 
moft  of  the  Dutch  under  his  Command,  being  fo  foul, 
that  it  would  have  been  unfafe  to  have  hazarded  them 
in  an  Engagement.  In  this  Situation  Sir  George  Rooke 
remained  for  fome  Time,  and  then  received  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Command  to  return  for  England  d. 
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We  are  now  to  enter  on  ,the  Tranfadlions  of  1696, 
a  Year  in  which  both  the  French  and  the  Allies  were  re- 
folved  to  exert  their  greateft  Skill  and  utmoft  Force  for 
continuing  the  War,  though  they  were  both  heartily 
weary  of  it,  and  had  fufficient  Reafons  to  wifh  for 
Peace.  At  home  our  Party-Debates  ran  much  higher 
than  ever.  The  Tories  were  formed  into  a  fixed  and 
conftant  Oppofition  to  the  Government,  making  it  a 
capital  Point  of  Patriotifm  to  perplex  public  Affairs  : 
The  Englijh  Aderchants  were  exceedingly  uneafy  at  the 
Lolfes  they  had  fuftained  in  Trade,  and  all  Scotland 
was  in  Confufion  on  Account  of  the  Oppofition  given 
to  the  Project  they  had  formed  for  efiabhfhing  an  Eafl- 
India  Company,  and  making  a  Settlement  at  Darien . 
To  thefe  Sources  of  Uneafinefs  there  were  added  many 
others,  fome  of  greater,  and  fome  of  lefs  Importance  : 
Among  the  former  may  be  reckoned  the  Bufinefs  of  a 
general  Recoinage,  and  among  the  latter  an  epidemic 
Corruption,  which  had  fpread  itfelf  through  almoft  every 
Office  in  the  Kingdom,  equally  to  the  Difcredit  of  the 
Government,  and  Oppreffion  of  the  People.  While, 
therefore,  the  Parliament  diredled  its  Councils  to  the 
finding  out  Remedies  proper  for  fo  many  and  fo  great 
Evils,  the  French  were  contriving  (as  indeed  it  was  but 
natural  they  fhould)  how  they  might  turn  our  domeftic 
Difputes  moft  to  their  own  Advantage ;  and  at  laft 
found  Means  to  let  on  Foot  a  Confpiracy  here,  while 
they  were  preparing  there,  all  Things  necellary  for  the 
making  a  formidable  Invafion.  Thus  at  the  Clofe  of 
the  War  they  made  a  vaft  Effort,  as  well  in  Hopes  of 
carrying  their  Point,  as  to  juftify  their  Departure  from 
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it,  in  cafe,  after  fo  bold  an  Attempt,  they  fhould  meet 
with  freih  Difappointments e. 

It  was  pretty  early  in  the  Winter  that  the  French 
King  formed  the  Project  of  invading  England ,  and  re- 
ltoring  King  James .  But  the  firlt  Sufpicion  that  was 
had  here  of  his  Defign,  arofe  from  his  making  a  grand 
Promotion  of  Sea- Officers,  and  amongft  them  twenty 
Captains  of  Men  of  W ar  ;  which  looked  as  if  they  did 
not  intend  to  let  their  Fleets  be  idle,  as  they  had  been 
for  two  Years  pall  :  and  what  greatly  alarmed  the  Na¬ 
tion,  was,  that  we  had  no  confiderable  Naval  Force  at 
home  to  oppofe  them  f.  Their  greateft  Preparations  be¬ 
ing  at  Toulon ,  confounded  our  Politicians  not  a  little  ; 
but  in  the  Beginning  of  January ,  1696,  the  French 
Scheme  began  to  unfold  itfelf,  by  the  early  failing  of  a 
Fleet  to  Dunkirk .  It  was  ufual  for  them  to  fend  a 
large  Number  of  Victuallers  thither  in  the  Winter, 
efcorted  by  a  fmall  Squadron  of  Men  of  War.  But 
the  Fleet  now  fent  was  much  greater  than  former¬ 
ly,  and  the  Squadron  that  failed  with  it  confifted  of  fe- 
venteen  Men  of  War.  Soon  after  this,  an  Army  of 
20,000  Men,  drawn  with  all  poflible  Secrecy,  from 
the  adjacent  Garrifons,  was  brought  down  to  the  Sea- 
Coafts,  and  five  hundred  Tranfports  provided  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  Diligence  and  Secrecy,  in  order  to  carry  o- 
ver  the  greater  Part  of  them  to  England,  while  molt  of 
our  large  Ships  were  laid  up,  and  the  reft;  either  in  the 
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Mediterranean ,  or  refitting  in  order  to  be  fent  thither 
So  that  hitherto  all  Things  feemed  to  favour  the  Views 
of  the  Enemy,  who  were  not  a  little  rejoyced  at  an  Ac¬ 
cident  which  happened  at  Gillingham ,  in  the  River 
Medivay ,  where  The  Royal  Sovereign  took  Fire,  and  was 
totally  confumed,  though  without  Prejudice  to  any  of 
the  Ships  which  lay  near  her  h. 

I  t  was  the  Intention  of  Lewie  XIV.  to  have  em- 

1  ■  .  •  •  •••••• 4  ..  '.7  * 

barked  at  Dunkirk  16,000  Men,  who  were  to  be 
commanded  by  King  James  in  Perfon,  and  under 
him  by  the  Marquis  of  Har court,  then  Lieutenant- 
General,  and  afterwards  Marfhal  of  France .  This  Em- 
Vol.  III.  M  barkation 


g  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  Hiftory  of  the  War,  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft  King  William,  Life  of  King  James  II.  Prcfent  State  of 
Europe.  h  I  have  met  with  the  following  Account  of 

this  Accident,  which  is  very  curious,  in  a  Pocket-Book  of  an 
old  Seaman,  who  fometime  belong’d  to  her. 

“  January  29,  1696.  The  Royal  Sovereign  was  the  fir  it 
“  great  Ship  that  was  ever  built  in  England;  fhe  was  then  de- 
fign’d  only  for  Splendour  and  Magnificence,  and  was  in  fome 
Meafure  the  Occafion  of  thofe  loud  Complaints  again  ft 
**  Ship-Money,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I,  but  being 
taken  down  a  Deck  lower,  became  one  of  the  heft  Men  of 
War  in  the  World,  and  fo  formidable  to  her  Enemies,  that 
6C  none  of  the  moft  daring  among  them  would  willingly  lie 
by  her  Side.  She  had  been  in  almoft  all  the  great  Engaoe- 
“  ments  that  had  been  fought  between  England  and  Holland, 
“  and  in  the  laft  Fight  between  the  Englifh  and  French,  en- 
d‘  countring  the  Wonder  of  the  World.  She  fo  warmly  ply’d 
*“  the  French  Admiral,  that  fhe  forced  him  out  of  his  three- 
“  deck’d  wooden  Caftle  ;  and  chafing  The  Royal  Sun  before 
her,  forced  her  to  fiy  for  fhelter  among  the  Rocks,  where 
“  fhe  became  a  Prey  to  leffer  VeftHs,  that  reduced  her  to 
“  Allies.  At  length,  leaky  and  defective  herfelf  with  Age, 
“  fhe  was  laid  up  at  Chatham,  in  order  to  be  rebuilt ;  but 
“  being  fet  on  Fire  by  Negligence,  fhe  was,  upon  the  27th 
0  of  this  Month,  devoured  by  that  Element,  which  fo  long 
"  and  fo  often  before,  fhe  had  imperioujly  made  Ufe  of,  as 
“  the  Inftrument  of  others  Deiiru&ion.”  * 
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barkation  was  to  have  been  efcorted  by  two  ftrong  Squa¬ 
drons,  under  the  Marquis  of  Nefmond  and  John  du  Bart9 
all  which  might  have  been  executed,  if  bad  Weather 
and  contrary  Winds  had  not  prevented  it.  In  the  mean 
Time  the  Duke  of  Berwick ,  Sir  George  Berkeley ,  and 
fome  other  experienced  Officers,  were  fent  over  to  dif- 
pofe  the  Malcontents  here  to  perform  their  Part  in  this 
Undertaking.  But  when  all  Things  were  fuppofed  to 
be  in  perfect  Readinefs,  the  whole  Scheme  was  happily 
difcovered  ;  and  on  the  24th  of  February ,  the  King 
came  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  a  fet  Speech 
informed  them  of  the  whole  Affair  \  At  the  fame  Time 

Orders 


1  As  I  do  not  enter  any  farther  into  the  Hiftory  of  thefe 
Times,  than  is  abfolutely  neceftary  to  the  underhand ing  the 
Fadts  I  relate,  fo  I  chofe  to  give  this,  and  other  Paffages  of 
a  like  Nature,  from  the  moft  authentic  Pieces  I  have  met  with. 
The  following  concife  Detail  of  the  Confpiracy,  was  publiihed 
in  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3161,  with  the  King’s  Speech, 
and  the  joint  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes. 

“  By  the  great  Mercy  of  God,  a  Difcovery  has  been  made 
Kt  of  a  moft  horrid  and  deteftable  Confpiracy,  in  which  many 
“  wicked  and  traitorous  Perfons  were  engaged  to  affaflinate  his 
“  Majefty,  when  he  went  Abroad.  At  the  fame  Time,  a 
“  PJfing  was  intended  within  the  Kingdom,  and  an  Invafion 
st  from  France  ;  to  which  End,  divers  French  Troops  were 
ec  drawn  towards  Dunkirk  and  Calais,  and  Tranfport-Veflels 
“  and  Boats  were  got  together  at  thofe  Places,  of  all  which  his 
«  Majefty  having  received  feveral  concurring  Informations  and 
«  Advices,  Orders  were  given  for  apprehending  the  Confpira- 
tc  tors.  Many  of  whom  have  been  already  ieized,  and  fuch 
“  ftrid  Search  is  made  after  the  reft,  that  it  is. hoped  tew  or 
<c  none  of  them  will  efcape  the  Hands  of  Jullice.  The  Forces 
(i  in  England  are  in  a  Readinefs  to  march,  and  a  coniiderable 
««  Body  of  his  Majefty ’s  Troops  in  Flanders,  lie  ready  to 
embark  at  Oftend.  Admiral  Ruftel  is  in  the  Downs,  with 
a  Squadron  of  his  Majefty ’s  Ships,  who  will  be  daily  re¬ 
inforced  bv  other  Men  of  War  from  the  River  and  Spithead. 

“  And 
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Orders  were  given,  for  aflembling,  with  the  utmoll 
Diligence,  the  greateft  Number  of  Ships  poflible  ;  and 
Admiral  Ruffel ,  after  having  affilled  at  a  Board  of  Ad¬ 
miralty^  where  proper  Inftrudtions  were  prepared,  went 
down  to  Deale,  and  on  the  25  th  of  February  hoifted 
the  Union  Flag  on  Board  Fhe  Victory ,  and  in  a  few 
Days  flood  over  to  the  Goad  of  France ,  having  under 
his  Command  upwards  of  fifty  Ships  of  the  Line,  En~ 
glijh  and  Dutch ,  at  a  Time  when  the  French  believed 
we  could  not  afiemble  ten  ;  which  extraordinary  Ex¬ 
pedition  confounded  all  their  Defigns,  and  rendered  the 
Invafion  abfolutely  impracticable,  after  all  the  Pains 
and  Expence  that  had  been  employed  about  it  K 

On  the  28th  of  February ,  the  Admiral  came  to 
an  Anchor  off  Gravelin ,  with  Part  of  the  Fleet  ;  and 
Lord  Berkeley ,  with  a  Squadron  under  his  Command, 
lay  between  him  and  Dunkirk .  As  the  Admiral  palled 
by  Calais,  he  perceived  the  Harbour  crowded  with  all 
Sorts  of  fmall  Veliels,  for  the  intended  Embarkation  of 
the  French  Troops.  As  for  the  feventeen  Men  of  War, 
which  were  to  have  efcorted  them,  thirteen  were  run  in 
as  clofe  to  the  Pier  of  Dunkirk  as  poffible,  and  proved  to 

M2  be 


<(  the  Care  tbat  has  been  taken  for  the  Defence  and 
“  of  the  Kingdom,  will,  we  doubt  not,  with  the 

Bi  effing  of  God,  be  fufficient  to  difappoint  the  Defigns  of 
“  our  Enemies.”  0 

k  On  the  24th  of  February,  there  were  but  eleven  Ships  in 
the  Downs,  and  by  the  28th,  the  Admiral  had  with  him 
one  birft  Rate,  twelve  Third,  twenty-four  Fourths,  and  three 
firth  Rates,  befides  Fire  -  Ships,  and  the  following  Flags 
under  him,  viz.  Lord  Berkeley  Admiral  of  the  Blue  ;  sir 
Clouded, ey  Shovel  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red  ;  Mr.  Aylmer 

Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue ;  twelve  Dutch  Ships,  under  two 
Rear-Admirals.  ; 
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be  all  large  Ships.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ,  with  fome  o 
ther  experienced  Officers,  was  fent  to  look  upon  them, 
to  fee  if  there  was  any  Poffibility  of  burning  them  or 
not ;  but  after  a  long  Confutation  with  Mr.  Meejlers 
and  the  Engineers,  it  was  refolved  to  be  impracticable  ; 
and  thereupon  the  Admiral  determined  to  quit  that  Sta¬ 
tion,  and  return  into  Dover  Road,  leaving  a  Squadron  un¬ 
der  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  Ene¬ 
my  K  This  Squadron  continued  cruizing  in  the  Downs  all 
the  Month  of  March ,  without  attempting  any  thing  ; 
but  towards  the  End  of  the  Month,  being  reinforced 
with  feveral  Dutch  Ships,  Fire-Ships,  and  Bomb-Veilels, 
he  received  Orders,  on  the  2d  of  Aprils  to  undertake 
the  Bombardment  of  Calais  ;  in  Purfuance  of  which 
he  immediately  came  before  that  Town,  and  made  the 
necellary  Difpofitions  for  performing  his  Orders.  On 
the  3d  the  Bomb-Veffiels  began  to  fire  about  Noon,  and 
continued  firing  till  Evening,  in  which  Time  above 
three  hundred  Bombs  and  Carcafles  fell  either  in  the 
Town,  or  among  the  Ships  in  the  Harbour,  with  fuch 
EffeCt,  as  to  kindle  Fires  in  both,  and  muft  certainly 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief  m.  But  as  moll  of 
the  Bomb-Veilels  and  Brigantines  had  their  Rigging 
deitroyed,  and  their  Mortars  difmounted  (the  Wind 
too  blowing  very  hard  from  the  Shore)  Sir  Cloudejley 
Shovel ,  having  left  a  Squadron  to  keep  in  the  French  Men 
of  War  at  Dunkirk ,  returned  into  the  Downs ,  where 
he  received  Orders  on  the  nth  of  April  to  join  the 

grand 
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grand  Fleet  at  Spithead,  But  before  lie  could  execute 
thefe  Orders,  Sir  George  Rooke  arrived  in  the  Downs 
with  his  Fleet  from  the  Str eights ,  and  took  upon  him 
the  Command  n. 

All  the  Views  of  France  were  now  totally  difap- 
pointed,  and  the  Englijh  Strength  at  Sea  become  fo 
formidable,  that  they  were  able  to  undertake  little  or 
nothing  againft  it.  Yet  to  keep  up  the  Spirits  of  the 
People,  and  in  fome  Meafure  to  embarafs  the  Englijh 
and  Dutch ,  Orders  were  difpatched  to  the  Toulon  Squa¬ 
dron,  directing  it  to  fail  into  the  Ocean  ;  and  at  the 
fame  Time  John  du  Bart  was  commanded  to  go  out 
of  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk ,  with  eight  Men  of  War 
and  two  Fire-Ships.  In  the  mean  Time  Sir  George 
Rooke  arriving  at  Spithead ,  after  having  detached  feveral 
of  his  cleaneft  Ships  for  particular  Services,  received 
there  a  Commiflion,  appointing  him  Admiral  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Fleet.  His  Inftrudtions  were, 
to  lie  in  fuch  a  Station  as  fhould  be  moll  proper  for 
preventing  the  Toulon  Squadrons  from  getting  into  any 
of  the  Ports  of  France ,  upon  meeting  them  he  was  to 
fight,  and  upon  his  receiving  Notice  of  their  getting  into 
any  Port,  he  was  to  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  burn 
and  defiroy  them  there  5  or,  in  cafe  he  had  Intelligence 
of  their  getting  fafe  to  Bre/l,  he  was  then  to  return  to 
Torbay ,  and  to  remain  there  till  further  Orders.  On 
the  14th  of  May,  1696,  Sir  George  Rooke ,  with  the 
Fleet,  being  on  the  Coall  of  France ,  received  certain 
Intelligence,  that  the  Toulon  Squadron  was  fafely  arrived 
.at  Brejl.  Upon  this  he  held  a  Council  of  War,  where- 
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in  it  was  refolved,  that,  as  many  of  the  larged  Ships 
in  the  Fleet  were  very  foul,  and  the  whole  much  in- 
ferior  to  the  combined  Squadrons  in  the  Harbour  of  Brejl , 
they  fhould  immediately  purfue  the  laft  Part  of  their 
Inftru&ions,  and  return  to  Torbay  ;  which  accordingly 
they  did,  and  there  the  Fleet  was  loon  reinforced  to 
the  Number  of  115  Sail,  of  which  oj  were  of  the  Line 
of  Battel  °. 

A  Refolution  having  been  taken  in  the  Privy-Coun¬ 
cil,  as  to  the  bombarding  the  French  Coails,  Orders 
were  fent  to  Sir  George  Rooke ,  towards  the  latter  End 
of  the  Month  of  May^  to  return  to  the  Service  of  the 
Board,  as  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty ,  it  being 
intended  to  entruft  the  Fleet,  or  at  leaft  fuch  a  Part  of 
it  as  fhould  be  employed  in  the  before-mentioned  Ser¬ 
vice,  to  the  Care  of  Lord  Berkeley ,  of  Stretton ,  who 
had  behaved  fo  gallantly  the  Year  before.  Thefe  Or¬ 
ders  reached  Sir  George  Rooke  on  the  27  th  of  May , 
1696;  but  before  he  returned  to  London  he  received 
Advice,  that  feventy  French  Men  of  War  were  actually 
lying  in  Camaret-Bay ,  with  three  Blue  Flags,  and  a 
White  one  flying  ;  of  which  he  not  only  gave  Advice 
to  the  Admiralty ,  but  on  his  coming  to  Town,  addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury ,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  to  whom  he  made  the  following  Propofal : 

That  the  Body  of  the  Fleet  fhould  lie  in  Camaret 
cc  and  Bertheaume  Bays,  and  a  Detachment  be  made  to 
fuftain  the  final]  Frigates  and  Romb-Veflels,  while 
they  went  in  to  do  what  Mifchief  they  could.  It 
w’as  his  Opinion,  that  thus  blocking  up  the  Enemy’s 

“  Fleet 
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«  Fleet  in  their  principal  Port,  infulting  their  Coafls, 

«  and  burning  their  Towns  at  the  fame  Time,  would 
«  expofe  them  to  the  World,  make  them  very  uneafy 
«  at  home,  and  give  Reputation  to  his  Majefty’s  Arms.’' 
And  he  believed  it  might  be  done,  if  fpeedily  undertaken, 
with  the  Affiftance  of  fome  fmall  Frigates,  which  were 
much  wanted.  If  this  Scheme  had  been  immediately  purfu- 
ed,  it  might,  in  all  Probability,  have  been  executed  with 
Succefs.  But  after  being  laid  before,  and  examined  by,  the 
Privy-Council,  it  was  at  laft  fent  down  to  the  Fleet  to 
be  reconfidered  there  by  a  Council  of  War ;  when  Lofs  of 
Time,  and  other  Accidents,  had  rendered  it  left  practi¬ 
cable,  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  it  was  re- 
jefted  p. 

Lord  Berkeley  hoifted  the  Union  Flag  on  Board  7?be 
Britannia ,  on  the  3d  of  June,  1696,  the  fame  Da:y 
that  Sir  George  Rooke  fet  out  for  London  ;  but  he  foon 
found,  that  notwithflanding  his  Commiffion,  he  was 
very  far  from  having  the  Command  of  the  Fleet. 

0 

For  having  propofed  to  a  Council  of  War  the  attack¬ 
ing  of  Brejl ,  which  was  the  Project  approved  by  the 
Privy-Council,  they  xefolved  that  it  was  impracticable, 
as  on  the  16th  of  the  fame  Month  they  did  the  Pro- 
pofal  of  Sir  George  Rooke ,  before-mentioned.  His  Lord- 
fhip  refolving,  however,  not  to  remain  any  longer  in¬ 
active,  failed  on  the  24th  for  the  French  Coaft  q.  On 
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f  p  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  546  Memoirs  of  Sir  George 
Rooke,  Hiftory  of  the  laft  War.  Though  this  Proportion 
did  not  turn  to  the  Nation’s  Advantage,  yet  it  was  of  fome 
Ufe  to  Sir  George  himfelf ;  when,  as  we  fnall  hereafter  ob- 
ferve,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  enquired  into  the  Conduct  of 
the  Fleec. 

s  London  Gazette,  No.  3197,  Burcbet,  Kennet,  Burnet, 
Life  of  King  William,  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  &c. 
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the  3d  of  July,  the  Admiral  fent  The  Burford  and  The 
NewcaJUe ,  with  a  Fire-Ship,  to  the  Ifland  of  Groy,  with 
Orders  to  land.  On  the  4th  the  Fleet  came  to  an  An¬ 
chor  about  two  Leagues  from  Bettijle,  and  Barges  and 
Pinnaces  were  immediately  manned,  in  order  to  make 
a  Defcent  upon  Hoat ,  one  of  the  Iflands  called  Cardi¬ 
nals,  which  they  performed,  ravaged  the  whole  Ifland, 
and  burnt  the  only  Town  that  was  upon  it :  They  did 
thc  fame  in  the  Ifland  of  Hoaicke ,  and  brought  off  a 
great  Number  of  Cat  tel:  On  the  5th  a  great  Reinforce¬ 
ment  was  fent  to  Captain  Fitzpatrick ,  who  had  landed 
in  the  Ifland  of  Groy ,  where  they  deftroyed  twenty 
Villages,  containing  1300  Houfes,  took  a  Ship  from 
Newfoundland ,  and  twenty  ffnall  Veflels,  and  carried  off 
about  1300  Horfes  and  black  CatteK  The  fame  Day 
Sir  Martin  Beckman ,  who  was  fent  to  bombard  the 
Town  of  St.  Martins  in  the  Me  of  Re,  performed  his 
Commiffion  very  exaftly,  throwing  in  the  Space  of  one 
Night,  2230  Bombs  and  Carcaffes  into  the  Place,  by 
which  the  beft  Part  of  the  Town  was  burnt  down,  with 
all  their  Warehoufes,  and  the  Goods  contained  in  them ; 
notwithftanding  the  Place  was  very  well  fortified,  and 
our  Squadrons  fuftained  a  very  warm  Fire  all  the  Time, 
On  the  7th  the  fame  Squadron,  which  confided  but 
of  ten  Men  of  War,  bombarded  Ollonne ,  and  in  the 
Space  of  a  Night  threw  into  it  1996  Bombs  and  Car- 
cafles,  which  had  fuch  an  Effed,  that  the  Town  was 

feen 


r  I  have  followed  in  the  Text  the  Orthography  of  Lord 
Berkeley’s  Relation,  as  it  is  printed  in  the  Gazette,  No.  3203. 
but  the  proper  Names  of  thofe  Iflands,  are  Grouais,  Rouat, 
Heydic.  I  he  Admiral  certainly  adted  right  in  landing  where 
he  might  do  molt  mifchief,  and  ex  Dole  his  Men  leall, 
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feen  to  be  on  Fire  in  fifteen  Places  at  once  L  After 
this,  the  Admiral  not  finding  it  convenient  to  land  on 
Belli  fie,  continued  to  alarm  the  French  Coaft  till  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  ;  and  then,  through 
Want  of  Provisions,  and  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Fleet, 
occafioned  by  making  feveral  Detachments,  he  found 
himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  returning  to  Spitbead  L 
The  French  affe&ed  to  ridicule  thefe  Bombard¬ 
ments,  and  the  fame  Humour  feems  to  have  poffeffed 
abundance  of  People  at  home.  Even  Mr.  Burchet , 
fpeaking  of  my  Lord  Berkeley’s  Exploits,  calls  them  little 
Enterprizes  and  yet  nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
that  the  French  were  grievouily  affedled  by  them,  their 
Country  being  kept  in  a  perpetual  Alarm.  This  the 
Reader  will  eafily  difcern,  when  told,  that  between 
Brefl  and  Goulet  there  were  forty  Batteries  ere&ed  on 
one  Side,  and  twenty-five  on  the  other  ;  that  on  thefe 
Batteries  were  mounted  nineteen  Mortars,  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  nine  Pieces  of  heavy  Cannon,  and  a  - 
bove  fixty  thoufand  Men,  quartered  up  and  down  on 
the  Coafts,  to  prevent  the  bad  Effects  of  an  Invafion. 
If  France  had  been  under  no  Concern,  fuch  Precautions 
would  never  have  been  taken,  and  if  fhe  was,  the  Bom¬ 
bardments,  that  fpread  this  Terror,  muff  not  have 
been  fuch  flight  Things  as  feme  Writers  reprefen  t 
them u. 

It 
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I  r  is  agreed  on  all  Hands,  that  the  Care  taken  this 
Year  of  our  Trade,  was  fo  great,  and  the  Orders  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  fo  well  executed,  that 
our  feveral  Fleets  of  Merchant- Men  returned  fafe  not- 
ivithftanding  the  French  made  it  their  principal  Bufinefs 
to  intercept  them.  In  two  Inftances  indeed  we  were 
fomewhat  unlucky,  the  firft  was  in  Newfoundland ,  of 
which  an  Account  will  be  given  elfe where,  the  other 
in  Re; peel  of  the  Dunkirk  Squadron,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  very  exadt  Account.  In  the  Month  of  May> 
1696,  Rear-Admiral  Benhow  had  the  Command  given 
him  of  a  frnall  Number  of  Ships,  with  Orders  to  pre¬ 
vent  Du  Bart  from  getting  out  of  that  Port.  When 
the  Rear-Admiral  arrived  before  it,  he  found  the  French 
Squadron  ready  to  fail,  and  his  own  too  frnall  to  guard 
both  the  Eaft  and  North  Channel.  He  did,  however, 
his  bed  \  but  the  Weather  proving  hazy,  and  he  crui¬ 
zing  before  the  North  Channel,  Du  Bart  gave  him  the 
jlip,  and  having  a  fair  Wind,  was  quickly  out  of  Reach 
Rear-Admiral  Benhow  refolved,  however,  to  purfue 
/  him9 


.Hi dory,  p.  548.  But  M.  Devife,  the  French  Gazetteer,  ex¬ 
ceeds  them  ail  in  his  Account  of  the  Matter.  The  Exploits  of 
the  Englifh,  fays  he,  are  fo  extravagant,  that  they  are  fcarce 
credible,  and  their  Expeditions  fo  pityful,  that  they  ferve  only 
£0  excite  Scorn  and  Contempt.  All  tney  did  during  their  Stay 
at  Bellifle,  was  to  make  a  Defcent  on  the  Ifland  of  GrouaE, 
a  defencelefs  Place,  where  they  burnt  a  few  Houfes,  carried  off 
a  Parcel  of  Sheep,  bamftring’d  150  Horfes,  and  killed  the 
Cattel  in  a  Church-yard.  They  burnt  aifo  a  few  Houfes  in  the 
Iflands  of  Houat  and  Heydic.  In  fine,  continues  he,  the  very 
Powder  they  have  fpent  in  thefe  fruitlefs  Attempts,  muit  have 
cofl  more  than  the  Damage,  they  have  done,  amounts  to.  This 
was  certainly  very  proper  News  for  the  Court  to  publifb,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  Spirits  of  the  People  ,*  but  an  Hiftoriau 
furely  deferves  blame  who  copies  after  fuch  an  Author. 
w  Burchet’s  Naval  Pliflory,  p.  549,  550. 
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him,  and  did  fo  ;  but  the  Dutch ,  for  want  of  proper 
Orders,  refufed  to  follow  him.  Du  Bart  in  the  mean 
Time  executed  his  Scheme,  which  was  to  attack  the 
Dutch  Baltick  Fleet  in  their  Return  home,  which  he 
performed  on  the  8th  of  June.  This  Fleet  confided 
of  upwards  of  an  hundred  Sail  of  Merchant-Ships,  under 
an  Efcort  of  five  Frigates.  Du  Burt  took  all  the  Men 
of  War,  and  at  lead  half  the  Merchant-Men.  In  the 
Height  of  this  Vi&ory  the  outward-bound  Baltick  Fleet 
appeared  in  Sight  under  an  Efcort  of  thirteen  Men  of 
War,  who  immediately  attacked  Du  Bart ,  and  forced 
him  to  burn  four  of  the  Men  of  War,  and  thirty-five 
Merchant-Men,  and  to  turn  the  fifth  Frigate,  which 
had  on  Board  the  Crews  of  all  the  red,  adrift,  fo  that 
file  was  re-taken ;  but,  according  to  the  French  Accounts, 
he  returned  with  fifteen  Prizes  into  the  Road  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  x.  Rear-Admiral  Benbow  convoyed  afterwards, 
with  his  Squadron,  our  Northern-bound  Fleet  to  Gotten - 
burgh ,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Hamburgh ,  and  return¬ 
ing  homewards  in  the  Month  of  September ,  he  had  Sight 
of  Du  Bart’s  Squadron,  and  chafed  him  till  he  faw  it 
was  to  no  Pqrpofe  3  however,  he  had  the  Satisfaction 
foon  after  of  joining  four  Englijh ,  and  eleven  Dutch 
End -India  Ships,  which  came  North-about,  and  there¬ 
by  efcaped  the  French  Privateers,  and,  luckily  enough 
for  them,  even  Du  Bart  himfelf,  though  they  mud  have 
had  Sight  of  his  Squadron  Y. 

Thus  ended  the  Naval  Operations  of  this  Year, 
in  this  Part  of  the  World,  where  we  certainly  difap- 

pointec] 


_  x  Hidoire  Militaire,  Tom.  iii.  p.  279,  Riencourt,  Tom. 
lit.  p.  489,  Limier’s  Tom.  ii.  p,  6c 6.  y  Burcheps 

Naval  Hiltory,  p.  551. 
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pointed  all  the  French  Defigns,  did  them  no  fmall  Da¬ 
mage  on  their  Coafts,  kept  the  bed  Part  of  their  Fleets 
blocked  up  in  their  Harbours,  and  protected  our  Trade 
better  than  it  had  been  for  many  Years  pad  ;  yet  in  the 
next  Seffion  of  Parliament,  which  began  on  the  20th 
of  October,  1696,  one  of  the  firft  Things  the  Houfeof 
Commons  did,  was,  to  enter  into  an  Enquiry  into  the 
late  Mifcarriages  of  the  Fleet,  which  expofed  Sir  George 
Rooke ,  and  Sir  Cloudejly  Shovel  to  feveral  ftridt  Exami¬ 
nations  ;  in  which,  however,  nothing  appearing  that 
could  be  conftrued  either  an  Omiflion  or  Breach  of 
Duty,  the  Affair  dropt,  and  the  Floufe  afterwards  voted 
the  Sum  of  2,372,197  /.  for  the  Maintenance  of  forty 
thoufand  Seamen,  and  of  the  two  Marine  Regiments, 
and  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Charge  of 
the  Regiftry  of  Seamen  z. 

W  e  are  now  arrived  at  that  Point  of  our  Hiflory;, 
which  naturally  leads  us  to  take  a  View  of  whatpaffed 
in  the  Weft- Indies  from  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  to 
the  Clofe  of  the  next  Year  1697  S  and  as  our  Keafons 
for  treating  this  Subjedl  at  once  have  been  already  given 
at  large,  we  fhall  enter  upon  it  here  without  further 
Introduction.  The  Revolution  took  Place  in  our  Co¬ 
lonies,  as  ealily  as  at  home,  on  a  Principle  which  was 
very  emphatically  exprefTed  by  one  of  our  Governors, 
who,  when  he  was  fummoned  by  a  Man  of  War  to 
fubmit  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  very  fenfi- 
bly  anfwered,  that*  if  they  were  King  and  Queen  at 
Whitehall ,  they  fhould  be  fo  there,  and  proclaimed  them 

immediately 


z  See  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Kenner, 
Burnet,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
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Immediately.  By  this  Means  the  Plantations  weie  fc- 
cured  againft  every  thing  except  foreign  Inva  lions,  and 
to  thefe  they  were  not  long  expofed  ;  fince  towards  the 
End  of  the  Year  1689,  Orders  were  given  for  fitting 
out  a  Squadron  for  Barbadoes ,  and  the  Leeward  Jflands, 
under  the  Command  of  Captain  Lawrence  Wright ,  who 
was  directed  to  fail  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  had  very 
ample  Inftruftions  given  him  a.  It  fell  out,  however, 
in  Confequence  of  Abundance  of  unlucky  Accidents, 
that  he  did  not  leave  Plymouth  till  the  8th  of  March 
following.  Arriving  in  CarliJIe  Bay  on  the  nth  of 
May,  1690,  he  found  all  Things  there  in  a  better 
Poflure  than  he  expedled,  and  towards  the  latter  End 
of  the  Month,  when  his  Men  were  pretty  well  reco¬ 
vered  of  the  Scurvy,  he  failed  for  the  Leeward- Ijlands , 
in  order  to  affifl  General  Codringtcn ,  who  wras  preparing 
for  an  Expedition  againft  St.  ChriftopheP s,  where  we 
had  been  joint  Pofiefiors  with  the  French ,  who  had  now 
driven  us  out,  and  had  made  themfelves  Mailers  of  the 
whole  Ifland  b„ 

The  Commodore  failed  on  the  3d  of  June  to 
Montferrat ,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  General 
from  Antigua,  with  fuch  a  Force,  as  the  Englijh  Co* 

lonies 

- 1  !■!  ■!  ||  nnmj _ _ _ LJ _ _ _  I  - — 

a  Burchet’s  Naval  IliRory,  p.  451.  This  Squadron  con¬ 
fined  of  ten  Sail  of  Men  of  War,  viz.  1  third  Rate,  7  fourth, 
>  and  2  fifth  Rates,  two  Fire-Ships  and  a  Ketch.  The  Du  ke  of 
Bolton’s  Regiment  of  Foot  embarked  on  board  it,  and  the 
Commodore  was  inflrudled  to  ufe  his  bell  Endeavours  to  fecure 
the  Englifh  Colonies,  afiiR  the  Dutch,  and  d  ill  refs  the  French » 
in  all  which,  he  was  directed  to  take  the  Advice  of  Councils 
of  War,  of  General  Codrington,  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  Barbadoes,  &c.  b  Burchet,  Kennet,  Column;* 

RoRrata,  HiRoire  Militaire,  P.  Daniel. 
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lonies  could  fupply.  Thence  they  proceeded  together 
to  Nevis ,  in  Confequence  of  a  Refolution  taken  in  a 
Council  of  War,  to  make  a  Defcent,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
upon  the  Ifland  of  St.  Ghrijlopher.  On  the  23d,  Sir 
Timothy  Thornhill  landed  with  five  hundred  Men,  to  the 
Eaft  of  Frigots  Bay  ;  and  having  twice  engaged  and 
routed  the  French ,  marched  on  to  BdJJe-Terre ,  and  in 
the  Way,  beat  the  French  Forces  a  third  Time.  This 
broke  the  Spirits  of  the  Enemy  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
they  gave  General  Codrington  no  Difturbance,  when 
he  landed  with  three  thoufand  Men,  and  marched  the 
fame  Way.  The  Fleet  in  the  fame  Time  failed  to  the 
Road,  in  order  to  batter  the  Town  and  Forts,  while 
the  General  attacked  it  by  Land.  The  French ,  how¬ 
ever,  faved  them  the  Trouble,  by  abandoning  the  Place, 
and  letting  it  on  Fire.  In  about  three  Weeks  Time, 
the  whole  Ifland  was  reduced,  and  the  Seafon  of  Hur¬ 
ricanes  coming  on,  the  Fleet  returned  to  Barhadoes , 
and  the  Defign  of  making  farther  Conquefts,  was  poft- 
poned  to  another  Year c. 

In  the  Month  of  January ,  1691,  the  Commodore 
received  frefh  Orders  from  England ,  directing  him  to 
flay  fome  T  ime  longer  in  America  ;  upon  which  he 
took  up  fix  of  the  largeft  Merchant-Ships,  turned  them 
into  Men  of  War,  and  on  the  12th  of  February  failed* 
for  the  Leeward-Ijlands.  There  an  unhappy  Difference 
fprung  up  between  him  and  General  Codrington ,  which 
,  '  ruined 


c  Barchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p,  555,  $56,  557.  This  was 
in  lome  Meafure  owing  to  the  Sicknels  of  the  i  roops,  and  to 
fever al  Ships  being  difabled ;  but  was  chiefly  occafioncd  by 
the  Commodore’s  receiving  Orders  to  return  to  England,  which, 
as  we  fhall  fee  were  very  quickly  countermanded. 
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mined  the  Expedition.  For  though  in  the  Month  of 
April  they  land  in  Marigallante ,  and  in  a  great  Meafure 
ruined  that  Settlement,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to 
Guadelupe ,  and  remained  there  fome  Time;  yet  on  the 
News  of  a  French  Squadron’s  being  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  they  haftily  re-embarked  their  Forces,  and  refol¬ 
ded  to  abandon  the  Enterprize,  at  the  fame  Time  almoft 
that  the  French  had  determined  to  abandon  the  Illand. 
Soon  after  this.  Commodore  Wright  returned  to  Barba - 
does ,  where  finding  his  Condudt  univerfally  difliked,  he 
under  Pretence  of  Sicknefs,  quitted  the  Command,  having 
firfi:  feparated  the  Squadron  to  different  Services  ;  and 

icon  after  the  Commodore  returned,  with  verv  little 

* 

Reputation  to  England d.  A  certain  Author  indeed 
tells  us,  that  he  was  fent  home  a  Prifoner,  of  which,  if 
it  had  been  fo,  I  think  Secretary  Burchet  would  fcarce- 
1  y  have  been  ignorant,  and  yet  the  contrary  is  ex¬ 
prefly  faid  by  him,  though  he  does  indeed  intimate  that 
he  deferved  it  e. 

The  fame  Y ear  fome  other  Expeditions  were  under¬ 
taken  againft  the  French  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 
The  Colony  of  New-England  found  itfelf  fo  liable  to 
Difturbance  from  the  Settlement  the  French  had  at  Fort - 
Royal,  in  Nova  Scotia ,  that  it  was  refolved  to  attack  it 
as  foon  as  the  War  broke  out.  With  this  View,  a 
confiderable  Fleet,  with  feven  hundred  Land-Forces  on 
Board,  was  fitted  out  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Phips ,  who  failed  from  Nantafcot  on  the  28th  of 

April, 


4  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  Vol.  ii.  p.  54,  Hi  (lory  of 
the  War,  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  1691,  e  Burchet’s 

Memoirs,  p.  1 23. 
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April ,  1690,  ana  by  the  Middle  of  the  next  Month  he 
completed  his  Defign,  and  reduced  Port-Royal,  and 
the  adjacent  Settlements,  under  the  Dominion  of  the 
Englijh .  His  great  Succefs  induced  the  Colony  to  un¬ 
dertake  an  Enterprize  of  greater  Importance,  which 
was  no  lefs  than  the  Reduftion  of  Quebec,  the  Capital 
of  the  French  Settlements  in  Canada .  This  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  well-laid  Scheme,  and  if  it  had  been  executed 
with  equal  Prudence,  muft  have  turned  very  highly  to 
the  Advantage  of  the  Englijh.  As  Experience  has  con¬ 
vinced  us  fince.  The  Colony  fhewed  on  this  Occafion 
a  very  extraordinary  Meafure  of  public  Spirit,  by  railing 
no  lefs  than  two  thoufand  Men,  whom  they  embarked 
on  Board  their  Fleet  of  thirty-two  Sail  great  and 
fmall  f. 

With  this  Force  Sir  William  Phips  failed  from 
Halt,  near  B  of  ion,  on  the  9  th  of  Auguji,  and  arrived 
about  the  Beginning  of  September ,  before  the  River  of 
Canada,  but  were  by  contrary  Winds  detained  three 
Weeks  before  they  arrived  at  Quebec.  This  gave  the 
Count  de  Frontenac,  Governor  there  for  the  French , 
an  Opportunity  to  prepare  for  his  Defence,  and  draw 
all  the  Strength  of  the  Colony  to  Quebec,  which  Sir 
William  Phips  expefted  would  have  been  divided  by  an 
Army  marching  over  Land,  and  attacking  Mount-Royal 
Fort,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he  fell  upon  the  City. 
This  Army  was  to  con  fill  of  a  thoufand  Men  from  New- 
Tork ,  Connecticut,  and  Plymouth  Colonies,  and  fifteen 
hundred  Iroquois .  The  Englijh  marched  as  far  as  the  great 
Lake  of  Canada,  but  not  finding  Canoes  ready  for  them 

to 


f  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  Vol.  i,  p  zz . 
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to  pafs  it,  and  the  Indians  not  joining  them  according 
to  their  Agreement,  they  returned  \  by  which  Means 
Count  de  Frontenac  had  no  need  to  make  any  Detach¬ 
ments  for  the  Security  of  Mount-Royal .  Sir  William 
fummoned  the  Count  to  furrender  the  City,  but  re¬ 
ceived  a  very  infolent  and  haughty  Anfwer.  On  the  8th 
of  Offober,  the  Englijh  landed  under  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Wh alley ^  to  the  Number  of  fourteen  hundred, 
for  to  that  Number  they  were  now  reduced  by  the  Small- 
Pox,  and  other  Difeafes.  In  the  mean  while,  Sir 
William  brought  his  Ships  to  bear  oh  the  Well  End  of 
the  City,  waiting  when  General  Whalley  would  be¬ 
gin  the  Aflault.  But  this  Gentleman  hearing  Count 
de  Frontenac  had  four  thoufand  Men  within,  ahd  was 


provided  to  make  a  vigorous  Defence,  notwithftandirig 
the  Entreaties  of  the  Englijh  Soldiers  to  the  contrary, 
refolved  to  re-embark.  Sir  William  expedling  the  Sig¬ 
nal  for  their  attacking  the  Town  on  the  Eaft  Side,  fent 
a  Meilehger  on  Shore  to  know  the  Reafon  of  their  not 


giving  the  Aflault  ;  which  when  he  uriderftood,  and 
faw  many  of  the  Men  Were  almoft  frozen  to  Death, 
add  the  Colonel  and  others  ill  of  the  Small-Pox,  he 
ordered  them  on  Board  to  refrefii  themfelves;  and  cal¬ 
ling  a  Council  of  War,  it  was  refolved  to  return. 
Thus  ended  this  fruitlefs  Expedition,  which  coll  the 


Colony  of  New-England  fo  large  a  Sum  of  Money, 

and  as  to  which,  mighty  Expectations  had  been  rai- 
fed  g 

Vol«  HE  N 
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■  See  the  Life  of  Si*-  Wiliiam  Phips,  by  Cotton  Mather, 
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Several  Accounts  have  been  given  of  this  un¬ 
lucky  Expedition;  but  moft  of  them  written  either  with 
a  View  to  load  the  Charafter  of  Sir  William  Phips ,  or 
to  excufe  his  Condud.  The  Bounds  of  this  Work 
will  not  permit  an  ample  Examination,  of  the  whole 
Affair,  much  lefs  a  Recapitulation  of  what  has  been  faid 
on  both  Sides.  Yet  thus  much  I  think  it,  from  a  View 
of  the  Fads  ftated  by  both  Parties,  my  Duty  to  de” 
clare,  that  Sir  William  Phips  intended  well,  and  did  his 
bell  through  the  whole  Expedition  ;  though,  perhaps, 
neither  his  Education,  nor  Experience,  had  qualified 
him  for  a  Command  of  fo  extenfive  a  Nature.  But, 
befides  any  Miftakes  he  might  fall  into,  there  were  many 
untoward  Accidents  which  contributed  to  fruftrate  this 
Defign,  and  therefore  it  is  equally  cruel  and  unjuft  to 
lay  the  Blame  entirely  at  his  Door.  This  is  certain, 
that  no  Man  could  be  more  fenfibly  affeded  than  he 
was  by  this  Difappointment ;  and  yet  he  made  it  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Life,  to  difpofe 
all  Things  for  another  Attempt,  in  Hopes  the  Succefs 
of  that  might  efface  the  Memory  of  the  former  Mif- 
carriage  h. 

In  the  latter  End  of  October ,  1691,  Captain  Ralph 
Wren ,  who  then  commanded  The  Norwich ,  had  Orders 

,  ...  i  * 

to  fail  with  that,  and  two  other  fourth  Rates,  to  Bar - 
badoes ,  and  from  thence  to  the  Leeward-  IJlands^  where 
he  was  to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of  fuch  Ships 

as 


h  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  vol.  i.  p.  22.  The  New- 
England  Letter  before-mentioned,  which  was  re-printed  at 
London*  in  1691,  in  410.  with  Remarks  upon  it,  under  the 
Title  of,  The  humble  Adtirefs  of  the  Publicans  of  New-Eng- 
land,  to  which  King  you  pleafe. 
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as  were  in  that  Station  ;  and  his  general  Xnftru£lions 
were,  to  fecure  the  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  to  an- 
Aoy  rhe  Enemy.  He  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the 
12th  of  December ,  and  on  the  1 6th  of  the  next  Month 
arrived  in  Carlijle  Bay,  in  Barbadoes .  He  had  not  been 
there  long,  before  he  was  informed,  that  the  French 
had  a  flout  Squadron  at  Sea,  which  had  taken  The 
Jerfey ,  which  was  to  have  joined  Commodore  Wren . 

Upon  the  News  of  this,  the  Governor  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Barbadoes  agreed  that  two  large  Merchant- 
Ships  fhould  be  fitted  out,  in  order  to  join  the  five 
Men  of  War  already  under  the  Commodore  ;  and 
that  with  thefe  he  fhould  attack  the  French  Squadron, 
though  of  nine  Sail.  Accordingly  the  Commodore 
quitted  Barbadoes  on  the  30th  of  January ,  and  cruized 
for  about  a  Week,  but  without  feeing  the  Enemy, 
and  then  returned.  Another  Council  of  War  being 
held,  it  was  therein  refolved,  that  the  Commodore 
fhould  proceed  with  his  Squadron,  and  the  Merchant- 
Ships  that  were  then  ready,  for  the  Leeward-Ijhnds. 
This  he  accordingly  performed,  and  on  the  21ft  of 
February ,  he  fell  in  with  a  French  Squadron  of  eighteen 
Men  of  War,  from  fixty  to  forty  Guns.  They  la¬ 
boured  all  Night  to  engage  him,  and  about  eight  in 
the  Morning,  on  the  22d,  the  Enemy  having  a  ffefh 
Gale,  and  mod  of  the  Commodore’s  Squadron  not  a 
Breath  of  Wind ;  four  of  their  Ships  bore  down  upon 
The  Mary ,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Wyat,  who 
defended  her  very  well,  untill  the  Commodore  could 
come  to  her  Affi dance.  At  the  fame  Time  The  Mor- 
daunt ,  commanded  by  Captain  Boteler,  with  one  of  the 
hired  Ships,  and  7 he  England  Frigate ,  commanded  by 

N  2  Captain 
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Captain  Stubbs ,  were  warmly  engaged  in  the  very  mid  ft 
of  the  Enemy  ;  but  they  cleared  themfelves  with  all 
the  Bravery  imaginable.  The  Commodore  finding  the 
great  Disproportion  as  to  Strength,  his  Squadron  con¬ 
fining  then  but  of  feven  Ships,  and  that  the  Merchant- 
Ships,  which  were  under  his  Care,  had  taken  the  pro¬ 
per  and  ufual  Methods  for  their  own  Security,  he,  after 
a  warm  Engagement  of  four  Hours,  wifely  provided 
for  the  Safety  of  the  Ships  of  War  under  his  Com¬ 
mand,  by  bearing  away.  He  did  it,  however,  with 
fo  little  Sail,  that  he  fecured  the  three  Ships  which  the 
Enemy  gave  Chafe  to  :  And  they,  as  much  tired  of 
his  Company,  readily  flood  away  from  him.  Thus  by 
a  due  Mixture  of  Courage  and  Condudl,  the  Com¬ 
modore  faved  his  fmall  Squadron,  and  gained  an  high 
Reputation,  this  having  been  reckoned  one  of  the  beft 
conducted  Actions  of  the  War.  The  gallant  Com¬ 
mander,  however,  did  not  long  enjoy  that  Satisfadlion 
which  mull  neceflarily  refult  from  performing  fo  fig- 
nal  a  Service  as  he  had  done  to  his  Country  ;  for  as  at 
the  very  Time  of  the  Engagement  he  was  in  a  declining 
State  of  Health,  fo  very  foon  after  his  Difeafe  carried 
him  off,  and  in  Auguft  following  Part  of  his  Squadron, 
under  the  Command  of  Captain  Boteler ,  returned  to 
England  \ 

T  h  e  Government  being  very  fenfible  of  the  In- 
cenveniencies  refulting  from  their  want  of  having  a 
diffident  Force  in  the,  Weft-Indies ,  refolved  in  the 

Year 


i  Burchet’s  Naval  Idiflory,  p.  459.  Britifli  Empire  in 
America,  Life  of  King  William,  Hillary  of  the  lad  War, 
Frefent  State  of  Europe. 
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Year  1692,  to  put  an  End  to  the  Complaints  that  had 
been  made  on  that  Subject,  by  fending  a  powerful  Fleet 
thither,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Francis  Wheler ,  as 
gallant  and  as  judicious  an  Officer,  as  any  in  the  Navy. 
The  Squadron  he  was  to  command  confined  of  twelve 
Men  of  War,  befides  fmaller  VelTels  ;  and  he  was  like- 
wife  empowered  to  take  under  his  Command  fuch  Ships 
of  War,  ashefhould  find  in  that  Part  of  the  World. 
He  had  on  Board  a  certain  Number  of  Tranfports, 

with  fifteen  hundred  Land  Troops,  and  had  Aflurance 

$ 

given  him,  that  he  fhould  find  another  Body  ready 
affembled  in  Barbadoes ;  and  in  Conjunction  with  them 
he  had  Orders  to  attack  fome  of  the  French  Settle¬ 
ments  k. 

Sir  Francis  left  our  Coafts  in  the  Beginning  of  Ja¬ 
nuary ,  and  on  the  26th  of  the  fame  Month  touched  at 
Madera ,  from  whence  he  failed  for  Barbadoes ,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  firit  of  March .  There  it  was 
unanimoufly  refolved,  in  a  full  Council  of  War,  that 
Martinico  fhould  be  the  Place  attacked  \  and  Advice  was 
fent  to  General  Codrington  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron,  that  he  might  draw  together  the  Forces  of  the 
Leeward^ Ijlands,  in  order  to  join  the  Regiments  brought 
from  England ,  and  the  Troops  (about  eight  hundred 
Foot)  raifed  in  Barbadoes  ;  to  which  Sir  Francis  Whe - 
ler  offered  to  join  another  Regiment,  compofed  of 
Seamen,  to  be  commanded  as  Colonel  by  him  in  Per- 
fon.  April  15,  1693,  the  Squadron,  with  all  thefe 

N  3  Troops 
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k  The  State  of  Sir  Francis  Wheler’s  Squadron,  was  this; 
two  third  Rates,  fix  Fourths,  three  Fifths,  one  Sixth,  three 
1  iie-Ships,  a  Store-Ship,  Hofpita’,  and  Eomb-Vcflcl.  Sec 
iiurchet  s  Memoirs, 
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Troops  on  Board,  arrived  at  Cul  de  Sac  Royal ,  in  Mar - 
tinico  ;  but  inftead  of  proceeding  to  what  they  came 
thither  about,  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War 
held  on  the  20th,  that  the  Men  fhould  re-embark,  and 
the  Squadron  fail  to  Dominica ,  there  to  take  in  Water, 
and  to  give  the  Men,  who  were  very  fickly,  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  refrelhing  themfelves.  As  the  Commo¬ 
dore  was  very  fenfible  this  Manner  of  ailing  would  be 
indifferently  relifhed  at  home,  he  defired  and  infilled, 
that  every  Member  of  the  Council  of  War  fhould  give 
his  Opinion  in  Writing  ;  by  which  it  appeared,  fcarce 
any  but  Sir  Francis  Wheler  and  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
Colt ,  where  for  landing  and  adling  vigoroufly.  The 
Reafons  infilled  on  by  fuch  as  were  for  a  contrary  Mea- 
fure,  were,  that  the  Enemy  had  a  fuperior  Force,  that 
a  full  Third  of  our  Soldiers  were  Irijb  Papifts,  not  to 
be  relied  on,  and  that  hazarding  an  Engagement  in 
thefe  Circumltances,  was  hazarding  the  whole  Leeward - 
Iftands ,  fince,  in  Cafe  of  a  Defeat,  they  had  not  a  fuflici- 
ent  Force  left  to  defend  them.  Thefe  wrere  chiefly  infill¬ 
ed  on  by  General  Codrington ,  who  declared,  however, 
that  he  was  ready  to  attempt  Dominica ,  provided  the 
Fleet  could  remain  in  thofe  Parts  fix  Weeks  or  two 
Months;  but  this  being  inconflftent  with  the  Commo¬ 
dore’s  Inllrudtions,  and  the  Troops  from  Barbadoes 
impatient  to  return,  was  not,  indeed  could  not  be,  com¬ 
plied  with  K 

Sir 


1  The  French  made  a  grand  Affair  of  this,  and  have  drawn 
up  fine  Accounts  of  their  Repulfing  and  Defeating  the  Engliih, 
though  there  happened  but  two  flight  Skirmilhes.  Journal 
Hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  172.  Hiltoire  Militaire,  par 
M.  Quincy,  Tom.  ii.  Hilloire  de  Louis  XIV,  Tom.  v. 
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Sir  Francis ,  towards  the  latter  End  of  May ^  failed 
for  New* England)  and  arrived  at  B  oft  on  on  the  12th 
of  June .  He  immediately  propofed  to  Sir  William 
Pbips ,  then  Governor,  the  attacking  ghiebcck  a  fecond 
Time.  But  though  nothing  could  have  been  more 
agreeable  to  "that  brave  and  Public-fpirited  Man,  yet  as 
Circumftances  flood,  he  could  not  clofe  with  it.  Such 
an  Expedition  required  a  Strength  of  four  thoufand  Men 
at  leafl,  and  thefe  (having  had  no  previous  Notice)  the 
Governor  could  not  poffibly  draw  together  by  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  July9  which  was  the  lateft  a  Fleet  thus  em¬ 
ployed  could  fail ;  and  therefore  this  grand  Defign  ap¬ 
pearing  every  Way  impracticable,  was  dropt  by  thofe 
two  Men,  who  of  all  others  had  it  moft  at  Heart. 
This  Difappointment  determined  the  Commodore  to 
quit  B  oft  on  as  foon  as  poflible  ;  and  therefore  on  the 
3d  of  Augujl  he  left  that  Place,  and  proceeded  for 
Newfoundland ,  refolving  to  attempt  fomething  there 
worthy  of  the  Force  with  which  he  left  England ,  and 
the  Honour  allowed  him  of  fpreading  the  Union  Flag , 
from  a  View  to  the  Advantages  which,  it  was  not 
doubted,  would  refult  to  the  Nation  from  his  Expe¬ 
dition.  On  the  1 8th  of  Augujl  he  arrived  at  Placentia % 
and  found  the  Enemy  much  flronger  there  than  he 
expedled  ;  for,  in  the  fir  ft  Place,  the  Town  was  well 
fortified  ;  next,  there  were  in  the  Harbour  feveral  flout 
Privateers,  the  Haven  itfelf  excellently  provided  with 
Batteries,  heavy  Cannon,  Booms,  &c.  with  at  leafl 
two  thoufand  Soldiers  and  Inhabitants,  well  difciplined, 
and  moft  of  them  Old  Buccaneers .  Sir  Francis ,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  to  be  difcouraged  \  he  called  a  Council  of 
War,  laid  down  the  Method  in  which  the  Place  ought 

N  4  to 
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to  be  attacked  at  once  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  took  up¬ 
on  himfelf  the  going  in  with  the  Men  of  War  to  batter 
the  great  Fort,  which  was  the  moll  dangerous  Part  of 
the  Undertaking.  However,  as  there  were  eleven  Land 
to  fix  Sea-Officers  in  this  Council,  they  refolved  the 
Whole  to  be  impoffible  and  impracticable,  i  Sir  Francis 
WheUr  was  exceedingly  chagrined  at  this  new  Difgrace, 
but  to  fhew  how  little  this  Inactivity  agreed  with  his 
Difpofition,  he  gave  Orders  for  deftroying  the  French 
Fifliery  at  St.  Peter’s ;  which  was  done  effectually,  and 
fo  that  it  was  not  foon  recovered  m, 

•  '  *  i 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft ,  he  failed  from  the  Bay  of 
Bulls  in  Newfoundland  for  England ,  where  he  did  not 
arrive  till  the  18th  of  Ottober  following,  his  Ships  in 
a  bad,  and  his  Men  in  a  much  worfe  Condition,  fo 
that  they  were  fcarce  able  to  navigate  them.  Yet  as 
unfortunate  as  this  Expedition  proved  from  firft  to  laft. 
Sir  Francis  Wheler  never  fell  under  the  leaft  Cen- 
fure.  The  Accounts  he  tranfmitted  home,  joined  to 
the  Letters  from  the  refpective  Colonies,  and  the  Ex¬ 
tracts  of  Proceedings  in  Councils  of  War,  juftified  him 
fo  clearly,  and  fet  his  Courage  and  Conduct  in  fo  fair  a 

'  e. 

Light,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Portfmouth ,  he  had  the 
Satisfaction  of  finding  a  Commiflion,  appointing  him 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ;  a  Preferment,  which  as  it 
was  obtained  purely  by  Merit,  fo  it  never  expofed 
him  to  Envy  n- - But  to  look  now  to  another 

*  *  *  9*  1 
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m  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  171,  172  Britifh  Empire  in 
America,  Life  of  King  William,  Prefent  State  of  Europe, 
Hiltory  of  the  War.  n  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  175,' 

Jgir  George  Rooke’s  Memoirs,  Hiltory  of  the  lalt  War. 
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The  Royal- African  Company  finding  themfelves 
much  difturbed  in  iheir  Trade,  by  the  new  Settlements  of 
the  French  in  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Sennegal ,  and  hav¬ 
ing  exadt  Intelligence  of  the  Schemes  concerted  by  that 
Nation  for  extending  their  own  Trade  in  thofe  Parts,  and 
deftroying  ours,  refolved  to  exert  the  great  Force  they 
had  in  Guinea ,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  all  thefe  Ap- 
prehenfions,  by  attacking  the  Enemy  immediately,  and 
if  poffible,  difpofleffing  them  of  their  Settlements  before 
they  could  gain  any  Intelligence  of  the  Defign.  If  on 
their  forming  this  Project,  they  had  applied  themfelves 
to  the  Adminiftration,  and  had  either  procured  Affift- 
ance  for  the  Execution  of  it,  or  AfTurance  of  having 

their  Conquefts  pro  tedded,  they  had  certainly  carried 
their  Point,  and  the  French  been  beaten  out  of  that  ad¬ 
vantageous  T rade,  perhaps,  for  ever.  But  they  were  at 
this  Time  fo  much  afraid  of  the  Enemy’s  penetrating  in¬ 
to  whatever  was  tranfadfed  at  the  Secretary’s  Office,  that 
the  African  Company  refolved  to  rifque  this  Undertaking 
without  communicating  their  Secret  to  any  Bod y. 
With  this  View  they  fent  Orders  to  John  Booker ,  Efq; 
then  Agent  General  in  Guinea,  to  attempt,  if  he  found 
it  pradticable,  the  Defign  they  had  formed  j  and,  that 
he  might  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  Authority  upon  which 
he  adted,  they  fent  him  a  Copy  of  the  Commiffion  they 
had  received  from  the  King  and  Queen,  empowering 
them  to  commit  Hoftilities,  and  annoy  the  Enemy  in 
all  Places  within  their  Jurifdidtion  °. 

Mr, 


0  Churchill  5  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  r.  p  428,  Hif-' 
tpry  of  the  War,  Prefent  State  ot  Europe,  1695.  "  ' 
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Mr.  Booker,  upon  Receipt  of  thefe  Letters  and  this 
Commiffion,  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  execute 
what  the  Company  dire&ed,  and  in  the  Month  of  De¬ 
cember,  1692,  having  drawn  together  a  fufficient  Force* 
he  embarked  them  on  Board  the  Company’s  Ships  and 
Sloops,  and  failing  from  the  River  of  Gambia ,  arrived 
in  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  Sennegal  on  New-Year’s- 
Day,  1693  p.  Having  with  fome  Difficulty  got  over 
the  Bar,  he  made  the  neceffary  Diipofitions  for  attack¬ 
ing  Fort  Bourbon  \  but  the  Governor,  M.  Dumoulin , 
knowing  his  own  Condition  belt,  and  that  he  muft  foon 
be  compelled  to  furrender,  fen t  to  Mr.  Booker  to  demand 
Terms,  upon  which  he  offered  immediately  to  give  up 
the  Place.  This  Propofition  was  accepted,  and  the 
Englijh  that  Evening  entered  into  Poffeffion  of  the 
Fort,  which  the  French  had  held  upwards  of  fifty  Years. 
Mr.  Booker  continued  here  till  the  25  th  of  the  fame 
Month,  and  then  embarked  his  Forces  in  order  to 
make  a  Defcent  on  the  Ifland  of  Goeree,  the  only  Place 
which  remained  to  the  French  in  Guinea .  He  arrived 
there  on  the  iff  of  February ,  and  after  alarming  the 
Enemy  till  the  4th,  he  in  the  Night  landed  an  hundred 
Men,  under  the  old  Fort,  from  whence  he  advanced  to 
attack  the  new,  called  the  Fort  of  St.  Michael ,  a  well 
fortified  Place,  furnifhed  with  twenty-eight  Pieces  of 
Cannon.  They  made  fome  Shew  of  defending  them- 
felves  at  firft ;  but  being  indifferently  provided  with  Am¬ 
munition,  about  Noon  they  defired  to  capitulate,  and 

on  the  8th  marched  out  with  all  Military  Honours,  and 

were 


p  Mr.  Booker’s  Letter  in  the  before-cited  Collection  oi 
Voyages, 
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were  carried  to  James-lfland ,  in  Vertue  of  the  Articles 
iigned  by  M.  Booker ;  from  whence  they  were  to  be 
tranfported  into  Europe ,  on  Board  the  Company’s 
Shipping,  but  at  their  own  Expence 

Affairs  in  the  Wejl-Indies  went  all  this  Time 
extremely  wrong:  The  French  deftroyed  our  Trade 
by  their  Privateers,  difturbed  our  Settlements  continu¬ 
ally,  and  frequently  made  Defcents  upon  them,  parti- 
cularly  on  Jamaica ,  where  they  made  great  Havock, 
and  enriched  themfelves  exceedingly  at  our  Expence. 
The  few  Ships  of  War  we  had  in  thofe  Parts,  were  fo 
far  from  being  able  to  defend  our  Colonies  effedlually, 
that  feveral  of  them  were  taken  by  the  Enemy  ;  and  in 
fliort,  Things  were  in  fo  bad  a  Way,  that  the  Admi- 
niftration  at  home  thought  the  Lots  of  our  Colonies  no 
improbable  Thing,  as  appears  by  the  Inftru&ions  given 
to  the  Commanders  of  Squadrons,  and  the  Commanders 
of  Land  Troops.  On  the  other  Hand,  our  good  Al¬ 
lies  the  Spaniards ,  were  no  lefs  diftreffed  by  the  Enemy 
than  we  ;  all  Trade  between  their  Colonies  was  de- 
ftroyed,  their  Coafts  plundered,  and  every  Thing  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Privateers,  from  the  French 
Settlements  in  Hijpaniola .  As  I  profefs  to  fpeak  Truth 
without  Referve,  as  far  as  I  can  difcover  it,  fo  upon 
this  Occafion  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fay,  that  thefe 
Advantages  were  not  fo  much  owing  either  to  the 
Force  or  Courage  of  the  French  in  thofe  Parts,  as  to 
the  want  of  Public  Spirit,  and  right  Management  in  us, 
as  well  as  in  the  Spaniards .  The  Fre?uh  Governors 

feem 


q  Memoirs  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  African  Com¬ 
pany,  from  1690  to  1701,  by  Mr.  John  Snow. 
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feem  to  have  had  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart  as  the  Glory 
of  their  Country,  and  a  juft  Difcharge  of  their  own 
Duty;  whereas  ours  were  generally  involved  in  Dis¬ 
putes  with  the  People  they  fliould  have  protected,  and 
much  more  intent  on  encreafing  their  own  private  For¬ 
tunes,  than  vindicating  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  and 
Securing  the  Properties  of  thofe  they  governed.  In 
one  Thing  only  they  were  commendable,  that  from 
Time  to  Time  they  made  the  moft  prefling  Inftances 
to  the  Miniftry  at  home,  to  take  more  Care  of  our 
Concerns  in  the  JVeJi-Indies ,  by  fending  proper  Squa¬ 
drons,  and  with  them  fufficient  Supplies  of  Land-Forces 
into  thofe  Parts r. 

About  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1694,  fome 
Propofals  were  laid  before  the  Council,  for  our  un¬ 
dertaking,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Spaniards ,  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  Hifpaniola .  To  this  there  was 
at  firft  fome  Attention  given  ;  but  afterwards  it  being 
reprefented,  that  the  Spaniards  were  neither  willing 
nor  ablp  to  join  with  us  in  any  fuch  Undertaking,  it 
was  laid  afide.  Other  Bufinefs  intervening,  neither  the 
Council  nor  the  Board  of  Admiralty  feem  to  have 
thought  any  more  of  this  Bufinefs,  till  towards  the  lat¬ 
ter  End  of  the  Year,  when  they  were  alarmed  with  the 
Account  of  a  brisk  Attempt  made  upon  Jamaica  by 
M.  Duca£ey  the  French  Governor  of  St.  Domingo . 
He  failed  in  the  Month  of  June  with  three  Men  of 
War,  and  twenty-three  Tranfports,  having  on  Board 

fifteen  hundred  Men  for  the  Coaft  of  Jamaica ,  where 

they 


r  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  Kiftory  of  the  paft  and  pre¬ 
fect  State  of  Jamaica,  Hiftory  of  the  laft  War, 
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they  arrived  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  Month,  and  made 
a  Defcent  on  Port-Morant ,  which  they  found  aban¬ 
doned,  and  marching  from  thence  up  the  Country, 
they  plundered,  burnt,  and  deftroyed,  to  a  very  great 
Value  s.  But  they  foon  found,  that  the  fine  Schemes 
of  Conquelt  they  had  formed  to  themfelves,  were  al¬ 
together  impracticable,  and  that  the  only  Thing  they 
had  to  do,  was  to  return  with  what  they  had  got. 
The  People  of  Jamaica ,  when  they  found  their  Pro¬ 
perty  in  Danger,  afiembled  readily  for  it’s  Defence,  and 
behaved  themfelves  fo  well  in  an  Engagement  with  the 
French ,  that  it  contributed  not  a  little  to  make  the  latter 
fick  of  this  Defig n  V 

The  Complaints  that  were  fent  home  on  this 
Affair,  joined  to  the  Reprefentations  of  other  Colonies, 
the  Remonftrances  of  the  Wejl-lndia  Merchants,  and 
the  Fear  of  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry  (which  was  then 
terrible)  obliged  the  Minillry  to  refume  this  long  neg- 
le&ed  Subject,  and  to  think  ferioufly  of  fending  to 
America  fuch  a  Force,  and  under  fuch  Officers,  as 
might  do  more  than  had  hitherto  been  done.  With 
this  View  they  directed  that  a  Squadron  of  five  Sail  of 
Men  of  War,  and  two  Fire-Ships,  with  twelve  Tranf- 
port-Veffels,  fhould  be  got  ready  with  the  utmoft  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Secrecy,  to  rendezvous  at  Plymouth ,  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year  1695.  The  Command  of  the 
Squadron  was  given  to  Captain  Robert  Wilmot ,  an  Of¬ 
ficer 


8  See  a  Detai1  of  Mr-  Ducaffe’s  Expedition  into  Jamaica 
mf-Moire  de  St.  Domingue,  par  le  P.  Charlevoix,' vol.  iii! 
P*  3 7-  VBntilh  Empire  in  America,  Hiilory  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  Hiftory  of  the  laft  War,  7 
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ficer  of  great  Reputation  and  Experience.  The  Com- 
mand  of  the  Land-Forces  was  entrufted  with  Colonel 
Luke  Lilfingjlon ,  and  that  they  might  be  more  fubjedt 
to  Orders,'and  better  directed,  they  were  reduced  into 
a  Angle  Regiment,  confuting  of  twelve  hundred  Men ; 
and  befides  thefe  there  were  fpare  Arms  for  another  Re- 
giment,  and  in  fhort  every  Thing  elle  provided  that 
could  be  defired  for  the  fecuring  the  Succefs  of  fuch  an 
Expedition  \  and  all  this  was  done  with  fuch  Secrecy, 
that  even  the  Officers,  v/ho  were  to  be  employed,  had 
no  diftinft  Knowledge  of  the  particular  Defign  they 
were  to  execute,  but  only  knew  in  general,  that  they 
were  to  be  fent  to  the  Wejl-Indies ,  in  order  to  protect 
our  Plantations,  and  annoy  the  Enemy.  When  all 
Things  were  ready,  the  Commodore  had  his  Inftru&ions 
given  him  fealed  up,  with  Orders  not  to  open  them, 
till  he  arrived  in  the  Latitude  of  forty  Degrees.  In- 
ftruflions  were  alfo  given  to  Colonel  Lillingfton ,  for  the 
regulating  of  his  Condudf,  and  for  giving  him  a  clear 
"View  of  the  Extent  of  his  Command.  Before  they 
fet  out  for  Plymouth ,  both  the  Commodore  and  the  Co¬ 
lonel  were  feparately  exhorted  to  be  extremely  careful 
in  keeping  up  a  right  Correfpondence,  becaufe  that  hi¬ 
therto  ah  our  Expeditions  had  fuffered  more  through  the 
eaknefs  of  our  own  Commanders,  than  through  any 
extraoi dinary  Courage  or  Conduct  (hewn  by  the  Enemy  ; 

and  that  this  might  be  the  eafier,  their  Commands  were 
made  as  diftindt  as  poffible u. 

The 


Renwkfon* R  Nat,Val  P’  53 i-  Colonel  Lillingdou’s 

Renuiks  on  B'.uchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  gVo.  1704. 
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The  Squadron  failed  from  Plymouth ,  the  latter  End 
of  the  Month  of  January  ;  but  before  they  were  in  a 
Condition  to  aft,  the  Commanders  had  differed,  and  all 
Things  were  in  Confufion.  Colonel  Lillingfion>  in  his 
Account,  aflerts,  that  the  Commodore  opened  his  In- 
ffrudfions  in  an  unwarrantable  Manner ;  and,  that  after 
he  had  done  fo,  he  propofed  to  the  Colonel,  to  take 
what  Care  they  could  of  themfelves,  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Public  Service.  The  Colonel  rejected  this  Offer,  as 
became  a  Man  of  Honour;  and  the  Commodore  thence¬ 
forward,  prepared  to  execute  his  Scheme,  in  Spight  of 
all  the  Colonel  could  do  to  prevent  him  w.  Towards  the 
latter  End  of  March ,  1695,  they  arrived  before  the 
City  of  St.  Domingo ,  where  the  Spanijh  Governor,  on 
the  Receipt  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  Letters,  promifed 
them  all  the  Afliftance  in  his  Power ;  but  how  he  per¬ 
formed  this  Promife,  is  not  very  well  agreed.  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Burchet  in  his  Hiftory,  from  the  Letters,  no 
doubt,  to  Commodore  Wilmot ,  charges  him  with  creat¬ 
ing  unneceflary  Delays,  which  were  of  great  Prejudice 
to  the  Expedition  x.  On  the  other  Hand,  Colonel  Lil¬ 
li  ng  [Ion 


w  Reile&ioos  on  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  1 9.  I  have  been  the 
longer  in  my  Account  of  this  Bufmefs,  that  the  Reader  may 
fee  what  are  the  true  Reafons,  why  Conjund  Expeditions  never 
fucceed,  and  how  necefiary  it  is  to  call  Officers  to  Account 
when  they  live  to  return  Home,  in  order  to  put  an  End  to 
fuch  ihameful  Practifes.  x  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p. 

535.  Indeed  this  Gentleman  Teems  to  have  an  extraordinary 
Pique  againit  the  Spaniards,  whom,  though  our  Allies  at  that 
Time,  he  never  mentions  but  with  Reproach.  This  is  the 
more  injurious,  fmce  Mr.  Burchet  (though  he  had  fo  great 
Opportunity)  never  fupports  what  he  advances  by  any  Au¬ 
thority.  It  would,  however,  be  hard  to  let  the  Judgment  of 
a  fingle  Man  fo  high  as  to  focnnce  to  it  the  Character  of  a 
whole  Nation. 
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lingjlon  aflerts,  that  the  Spani/h  Governor  behaved  in 
every  Refpcct  like  a  Man  of  Honour,  concerted  with 
him  the  Meafures  neceflary  to  be  taken  for  attacking 
Cape  Francis ,  and  performed  all  he  undertook  with  the 
utmoft  Punctuality.  It  mult  be  obferved,  that  the 
I orce  of  the  Allies  then  in  Hi/paniola ,  was  fuch,  as  that 
the  Ruin  of  the  French  Settlements  might  have  been 
tteii  expeCted  from  it.  The  Spani/h  Governor  march¬ 
ed  1,700  Men  ;  the  Commander  of  our  Land-Forces 
was  able  to  debark  1,200  Men  ;  the  Commodore  pro- 
mifed  to  join  this  Force  with  500  Seamen  ;  the  Spa¬ 
niards  actually  added  three  Men  of  War  to  our  Fleet, 
and  to  prevent  any  Difputes  about  the  Command,  the 
Spani/h  Admiral  took  down  his  Flag  y. 

Tiifc  firlt  T  hing  that  was  attempted,  was  the  Ruin 
of  the  French  Settlement  at  Cape  St.  Francis.  When 
tue  Fleet  was  arrived  within  Sight  of  the  Place,  the 
Commodore  abfolutely  prefcribed  the  Place  where  the 
Land-Forces  (hould  goon  Shore;  and  though  Colonel 
LiiLngJlon  teprefented  to  him,  that  it  was  extremely 
hard  to  oblige  the  Troops  to  a  March  of  five  Leagues 
and  a  half,  when  by  rowing  one  League  and  a  half, 
the  Boats  might  land  them  clofe  by  the  Port  which 
they  weie  to  attack  :  The  Commodore  only  gave  him 
the  Hearing,  but  purfued  his  own  ProjeCt,  and  they 
foon  difcovered  with  what  View.  The  Engli/h  and 
Spani/h  Troops  joined,  and  continued  their  fatiguing 
March,  ’till  they  arrived  within  five  Miles  of  Fort  Stt 

Francis 


7  Rffleair0^  on  Bardlet’s  Memoirs,  p.  48.  Where  the  A- 
procl uces ‘ Vonchefs!°  **  ^  J  f°r  Co,Mel  Li!linS«°n  aI«nyS 
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Francis ;  where,  they  faw  the  French  blow  up  their 
Works,  and  abandon  the  Place.  When  the  I  roops 
came  up,  they  were  furprized  to  find  Englijh  Colours 
hoifted  on  the  Fort,  and  a  fingle  Seaman  left  to  attend 
them:  but  the  Myftery  was  foon  explained,  Commo¬ 
dore  TVilmot  no  fooner  faw  the  Place  abandoned,  than 
he  rowed  afliore  with  500  Men,  entered  it,  and  carried 
off  all  that  was  worth  carrying.  This  difgufted*  as  it 
well  might,  both  the  Eng  lift  and  Spanijh  Forces;  and 
if  they  had  not  been  compofed  of  Veteran  Troops,  and 
Men  who  had  a  great  Refpedt  for  their  Officers,  a  Mu¬ 
tiny  mull  have  followed,  which  would  have  deftroyed 
the  whole  Defig n.  But  Colonel  Lillingjlon  pacified  them 
as  well  as  he  could,  by  promifing  to  take  Care  they 
fhould  not  be  treated  fo  for  the  future  z. 

After  this  extraordinary  Exploit,  it  was  refolved  to 
attempt  Port  de  Paix ,  where  Mr.  DucaJJe  commanded 

i  / 

in  Perfon  ;  but  he  quitted  the  Place,  leaving  in  it  a 
Garrifon  of  600  Men. 

On  the  ill  of  ‘June ,  the  Englijh  and  Spanijh  Troops 
marched  by  two  different  Roads,  towards  the  Place  they 
were  to  attack,  and  the  Squadron  failed  thither  at  the 
fame  Time  ;  but  with  this  extraordinary  Circ  uni  fiance, 
that  if  the  Spanifi  Admiral,  out  of  pure  Humanity,  had 
not  left  fome  Tranfports  to  take  in  our  Sick  Men,  they 
mult  have  been  left  to  perifh ;  for  Commodore  Wilmot 
had  fometbing  elfe  in  his  Plead  than  to  take  Care  of  In¬ 
valids,  and  had  therefore  failed  as  foon  as  the  Refolution 
was  taken.  The  March  was  very  fatiguing ;  it  took 
Vol.  Ill*  O  ud 
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up  fixteen  Days  before  they  arrived  in  Sight  of  Port  de 
Paix ;  and  then  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Time  loft  in 
getting  the  Artillery  and  Ammunition  on  Shore.  At  laft, 
this  too  was  performed,  and  then  the  Siege  of  the  Place 
was  begun  in  a  regular  Manner ;  and  the  Commodore, 
to  (hew  his  Willingnefs  to  affift,  landed  a  great  Body  of 
Seamen,  and  invefted  it  on  the  other  Side.  On  the  3d 
of  July^  the  Breach  being  practicable,  and  Colonel 
Lillingjion  employed  in  making  the  neceflary  Difpofi- 
tions  for  a  general  Storm,  the  Enemy  took  a  Refolution 
of  deferting  the  Place,  and  forcing  their  Way  through 
the  Camp  of  the  Commodore.  Their  Force  confifted 
of  about  530  Men,  of  which  150  were  Negroes,  but 
well  armed  and  difeiplined.  Their  greateft  Difficulty 
was,  to  carry  off  their  Women,  Children,  and  the 
moft  valuable  Part  of  their  Effe&s.  Thefe  they  packed 
up  fir  ft,  and  put  them  in  fmall  Bundles  on  the  Backs  of 
the  Women,  who,  with  the  Children,  marched  in  the 
'  Front,  under  a  good  Effort,  while  300  Men  fell  into 
the  Camp  of  our  Seamen,  and  by  expofing  themfelves 
to  a  very  brisk  Fire,  which  lafted  for  a  long  Time, 
gave  the  reft  an  Opportunity  to  retreat.  The  Affair  was 
conduced  with  equal  Refolution  and  Addrefs ;  but  not 
without  a  very  considerable  Lofs.  Colonel  Lillingjlo. 
as  foon  as  he  heard  the  Firing,  gueffed  at  the  Caufe,  and 
immediately  detached  his  Brother,  with  250  Men,  to 
Support  the  Seamen.  When  Major  Lillingfton  arrived, 
the  Affair  was  over,  and  he  marched  direCtly  to  take 
P oileffion  of  the  F  ort,  in  order  to  fecure  whatever  the 
Frenct?  had  left  behind  them  ;  and  having  polled  Centi- 
nels  every  where,  and  put  the  reft  of  his  Men  under 
Arms,  he  thought  that  all  was  fafe;  but  he  was  miftaken ; 

Commodore 
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Commodore  Wilmot ,  at  the  Head  of  upwards  of  500 
Seamen,  followed  him  inftantly.  As  foon  as  the  Com¬ 
modore  came  up  to  him,  he  clapped  his  Hand  upon  his 
Shoulder,  with  this  familiar  Salutation,  Now,  Major, 
lamjlronger  than  you.  After  which,  he  removed  his 
Guards,  broke  open  the  Store-Houfes,  and  carried  off 
every  Thing  that  was  worth  taking,  with  a  Dexterity , 
fays  Colonel  Lillingjion ,  very  natural  to  Seamen a. 

This  kind  of  Proceeding  was  not  like  to  produce 
much  good  ;  the  Commodore  offered  to  carry  the  Sick 
Men  to  Jamaica,  and  to  leave  Colonel  Lillingjion  to 
attempt,  in  conjun&ion  with  the  Spaniards ,  the  taking 
Leogane  and  Petit-Guavas*,  but  they  were  weary  of 
fuchkind  of  Treatment,  and  had  fo  many  Men  difabled 
by  the  unneceffary  Hardfhips  to  which  they  had  been  ex- 
pofed,  that  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War,  not  to 
profecute  the  Defigns  before-mentioned  ;  but  to  demolifti 
the  Fort,  ruin  the  adjacent  Country,  carry  off  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  they  had  taken,  and  fail  with  all  the  Engli/f:  For¬ 
ces  to  Jamaica .  To  this,  the  Spanijl)  Governor  con- 
fen  ted,  becaufe  he  faw  the  Impoffibility  of  their  perform¬ 
ing,  in  the  Condition  they  were  in,  what  they  had  pro¬ 
jected;  and  of  this,  he  was  the  better  Judge,  becaufe 
he  had  an  exaCt  Account  of  the  French  Forces  that 
Mr.  DucaJJ'e  was  afiembling  at  Cul  de  Sac ,  and  with 
which,  it  was  expected,  he  would  march  to  give  them 
Battel,  as  having  no  other  Means  of  prefer ving  the 
French  Settlements b. 

O  2  It 


a  Burchet's  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  536.  Refections  on  Bnrchet'c 
Memoirs,  p.  67.  Hifloire  de  Sr.  Domingue,  vol,  iv.  p.  75, 
b  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiflory,  p.  537. 
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I  t  mu  ft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  this  Expedi¬ 
tion  was  in  itfelf  very  ill  managed,  and  far  from  being 
glorious  to  thofe  that  undertook  it ;  it  muff  not,  I  fay, 
be  therefore  fuppofed,  that  it  did  very  little  Prejudice  to 
the  French .  The  Confederate  Army,  in  fixty  Days, 
ruined  their  Plantations  for  a  hundred  Miles  round,  car¬ 
ried  off  a  thoufand  Negroes,  demolifhed  two  flrong 
Forts,  wherein  they  took  one  hundred  and  forty  Pieces 
of  Cannon,  with  a  vaft  Quantity  of  all  Sorts  of  Am¬ 
munition,  and  Naval  Stores  ;  fo-  that  there  feems  to  be 
no  Reafon  to  think  Colonel  Lillingfton  exaggerated,  who 
computes  the  Lofs  of  the  French  at  200,000  /.  c.  But 
what  Recompence  is  this  for  the  Expence  the  Nation 
was  at  in  fitting  out  fuch  a  Squadron,  and  in  fending  fo 
great  a  Body  of  Land  Troops  fo  far?  What  Opinion 

mull 


c  It  is  neceffary  for  me  here  to  give  the  Reader  fome  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Authorities  on  which  the  Fads  mentioned  in 
the  Text  are  founded.  In  the  Year  1703,  Secretary  Eurchet 
published  his  Memoirs  of  Tranfadions  at  Sea,  during  the  War 
with  France,  from  1688,  to  1697.  In  thefe  Memoirs,  p.  305. 
He  gives  a  large  Account  of  this  Expedition,  which  is  alto¬ 
gether  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Wilmot,  and  was  very  probably 
tranfcribed  from  his  Letters.  In  1704,  Colonel  Luke  Lilling- 
iton  publifhed  his  Refledions  on  Mr.  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  in 
which  he  advances  nothing  but  upon  undeniable  Authority, 
producing  Inflrudions,  Letters,  Affidavits,  and  other  neceffary 
Papers  upon  every  Occafion.  Yet,  notwithfianding  all  this, 
when  Secretary  Eurchet  came  to  publiffi  his  Naval  Hiftory  in 
1720,  He  in  a  manner  tranfcribed  what  he  had  before  faid  in 
his  Memoirs,  correding  only  a  few  Fads  from  Colonel  Lilling- 
ilon’s  Book,  by  which,  however,  he  admits  its  Authority, 
but  without  letting  any  Mark  of  Ignominy  upon  this  moft  fcan- 
dafous  Expedition.  At  this,  Mr.  Lediard  very  honeftly  ex- 
prefies  his  Surprize  ;  but,  for  my  own  Part,  when  I  confider, 
the  Admiralty  never  thought  this  Affair  worth  an  Enquiry, 
I  do  not  at  all  wonder  their  Secretary  did  not  think  proper  to 
.^enfuredt. 
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muft  the  Commodore’s  Conduct  give  our  Allies  the 
Spaniards,  of  Eriglijh  Armaments,  and  what  Notions 
could  they  entertain  of  the  Significancy  of  our  Naval 
Force,  when  they  faw  it  fo  flagrantly  mifapplied  ;  our 
Commander  in  Chief  having  regard  only  to  his  private 
Views,  and  encouraging  his  Seamen  upon  all  Occafions, 
to  behave  like  Pirates  ?  How  much  mult  this  Mifcarriage 
at  once  difgrace  and  difcourage  an  Adminiftration,  fince 
it  feemed  to  fhew,  that  all  Attempts  of  this  Sort  would 
prove  as  fruitlefs  for  the  future,  and  ferve  only  to  ex- 
hauft  the  Treafures  of  this  Nation,  in  order  to  enrich 
fuch  as  leaft  deferve  it  ?  I  am  very  forry  that  I  have 
been  obliged  to  fay  fo  much;  but  every  Reader  will 
do  me  the  Juftice  to  own,  that  this  Subjeft  compelled 
me  to  it.  We  fuffer,  at  this  Day,  for  the  Mifdeeds  of 
thefe  Times,  and  the  falfe  Pity  that  was  (hewn  in  let¬ 
ting  flip  the  public  Examination,  of  a  Thing  fo  fcan- 
dalous  as  this  was d.  Reflections  like  thefe,  on  the 
Slips  of  our  Anceftors,  are  proper  Leflons,  for  the 
prefent  Generation ;  and  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inculcate 
them,  in  order  to  prevent  our  being  wanting,  in  the 
fame  Manner,  to  ourfelves  and  our  Polterity. 

O  3  The 


d  The  general  Anfwer  to  what  has  been  {aid  upon  this  Sub¬ 
ject,  is,  that  all  Inquiry  was  prevented  by  the  Commodore’s 
Death.  But  furely,  this  is  a  very  poof  Excufe.  To  an  intelligent 
Reader,  it  will  appear,  that,  an  effedtuall  Inquiry  might  have 
been  more  eafiiy  made  after  his  Death,  than  in  the  Life  of  tne 
Commodore.  His  Influence  was  then  determined,  he  could 
not  be  hurt  by  the  Inquiry,  all  his  Creatures  were  at  full  Li¬ 
berty  to  fpeak  ;  and,  as  knowing  the  Truth  only  was  of  Im¬ 
portance  to  the  Public,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  detectable 
A&ions  for  the  future,  the  burying  ali  this  Villany  as  far  as 
poflible  in  Oblivion,  is  inexcufable  to  the  Nation. 
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The  Account  given  us  of  this  Affair  by  French 
Writers  agrees  pretty  well  with  our  own.  It  is  true, 
that  they  give  great  Commendations  to  M.  Ducajfe 
Governor  of  St.  Domingo ,  who  was  certainly  a  very 
gallant  Man,  but  who  as  certainly  had  no  Opportunity 
of  {hewing  his  Bravery  on  this  Occafion.  In  the  main, 
however,  they  agree,  that  Mifunderftandings  between 
the  Allies,  proved  the  Ruin  of  the  whole  Affair  ;  and 
that  nothing  could  amaze,  and  at  the  fame  Time  over¬ 
joy  People  more,  than  the  News  of  the  Englijh  Troops 
embarking  for  Jamaica,  did  M.  Ducajfe  and  his  Army. 
The  fame  Writers  intimate,  that  the  Colqny  of  Ja¬ 
maica  was  much  wanting  to  itfelf,  in  not  laying  hold 
of  this  Opportunity  to  make  a  Defcent  on  the  French 
Settlements,  in  Revenge  for  the  Mifchiefs  done  them 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  under  M.  Ducajfe , 
the  Year  before,  which,  if  they  had  done,  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability  the  French  muff  have  been  driven  out  of  Hif- 
paniola  ;  and,  as  Things  then  flood,  there  is  no  great 
Reafon  to  doubt  the  Spaniards  would  have  been  very  well 
pleafed  to  have  feen  an  Englijh  Colony  fettled  in  their 
Room,  as  well  knowing  their  own  Inability  to  preferve 
the  Ifland  without  fuch  Affiftance  e. 

But  all  fuch  Views  for  the  Glory  of  England, 
were  effectually  defeated  by  the  failing  away  of  the 
Englijh  Squadron  from  Hifpaniola  on  the  23d  of  July , 
1695,  with  all  the  Land-Forces  on  Board.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  and  People  of  Jamaica  gave  the  Commodore  a 

very 
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very  indifferent  Reception,  having  had  previous  Intel¬ 
ligence  of  his  Behaviour  through  the  whole  Affair. 
Several  Councils  of  War  were  held,  to  confider  how 
practicable  a  fecond  Attempt  might  be  in  Conjunction 
with  a  confiderable  Force  from  this  Lfland.  But  alter 
much  Deliberation,  this  Defign  alfo  came  to  nothing. 
The  Commodore  in  the  mean  Time  followed  his  Bu- 
finefs  clofely  ;  that  is  to  lay,  he  converted  the  Plunder 
he  had  taken  into  Money,  which  he  veiled  in  all  Sorts 
of  Merchandize  fit  for  the  Englijb  Market,  and  took 
in  the  Goods  privately  on  the  Back  of  the  lfland.  Vv  hen 
this  was  done,  his  next  Care  was  to  get  back  to  R  ng- 
land  with  his  Squadron,  with  the  great  Wealth  he  had 
amafled  on  Board  of  it.  He  left  ^Jamaica  on  the  3u 
of  September^  16955  but  met  with  a  very  bad  Paflage. 
On  the  Shoals  of  Florida  he  loft  a  fourth  Rate  Man  of 
War,  in  a  Manner  which  gave  great  Caufe  to  fufpedl 
he  never  intended  to  bring  her  home  f.  After  this  an 
epidemic  Diftemper  broke  out  on  Board  the  Ships, 

O  4  which 


f  One  may  fee  by  Colonel  Lillingfton’s  whole  Book,  hew  much 
more  jealous  Men  of  Honour  are  of  their  Reputation,  than 
Status-men  of  a  Nation’s  Glory.  I  he  Colonel  s  Account  c  1 
this  Affair,  was  printed  but  feven  Years  after  the  Thing  hap¬ 
pened,  and  yet  no  Search  was  made  into  the  Matter.  His 
Words  are  thefe, 

“  It  would  be  a  mod  diverting  Thing,  abating  for  the  D if- 
after  of  it,  and  the  Lives  loft  in  it,  to  hear  a  true  Particular 
of  the  Lofs  of  the  Winchefter  Man  of  War.  If  I  am  not 
“  mifmformed,  there  would  come  to  light  a  great  many  hidden 
“  Circurnftances,  very  ufeful  to  the  Nation  in  General,  if  the 
“  Lofs  of  that  Man  of  War  were  enquired  into.  If  due  Ex- 
“  amination  were  made,  whether  all  the  Stores  and  Guns  that 
“  were  pretended  to  be  in  her,  were  really  on  board  her  ;  and 
“  if  the  Lofs  of  that  Ship  did  not  ferve  for  a  Colour  to  pre- 
tend  the  Lofs  of  many  Things,  which  were  othervvife  dif- 
poied  off’  Lillingfton’s  Refte&ions.  rc  ^9* 
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which  carried  off  a  Multitude  of  Sailors  and  Soldiers, 
and  not  a  few  Officers,  among  whom  was  the  Com¬ 
modore  himfelf.  This  Difeafe  prevailed  at  laft  to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  there  was  fcarce  found  Men  enough  to 
bring  home  the  Squadron,  which  did  not  arrive  till  very- 
late  in  the  Year.  I  cannot  help  doling  this  Account  by 
obferving,  that  Commodore  Wilmot  left  16,000/.  in 
Effects  on  Board  his  own  Ship,  which  engaged  his  Fa¬ 
mily  in  a  long  Suit  with  Captain  Butler.  Such  are  the 
wretched  Effects  of  facrificing  Public  Concerns  to  the 
narrow  Views  of  private  Profit !  s. 

Towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1696, 
the  Nation  was  again  alarmed  with  the  Report  of  an 
Jnvafion.  It  was  known  that  the  French  were  fitting 
out  a  ftrong  Squadron  at  Breft  ;  and  for  what  Service, 
the  Intelligence  our  Secretaries  had,  did  not  inform  them. 
Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  therefore,  was  fent  with  a  confider- 
able  Force  to  block  them  up,  which  however  the  French 
avoided  ;  and  it  was  then  given  out  at  home,  that  our 
Vigilance  had  difappointed  the  Defigns  of  the  Enemy, 
and  obliged  them  to  abandon  all  Thoughts  of  a  Defcent. 
In  this,  however,  we  only  deceived  ourfelves,  for  our 
Merchants  quickly  came  at  the  Knowledge  of  the  true 
Scheme,  which  was  the  fending  a  ftrong  Squadron  into 
the  Wejl-Indies ,  to  attack  fome  of  the  Spanijh  Planta¬ 
tions 


g  Mr.  Burebet  confefTes  the  epidemic  Sicknefs  on  board  the 
Fleet  j  arid  Colonel  Lillingfton  informs  us,  that  the  Commo¬ 
dore’s  Widow  was  attualiy  involved  in  a  Law  Suit  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Butler,  in  1 704,  for  the  Plunder  fo  bafely  taken  from 
the  poor  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  who  acquired  a  juft  Title  to 
it  by  the  Sweat  of  their  Brows,  and  the  Expence  of  theft- 
Blood,  m 


/ 
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tions  in  thofe  Parts  h.  The  Sieur  Pont  is  was  the  Per- 
fon  who  formed  the  Plan  of  this  Undertaking,  and  who 
had  been  no  lefs  than  three  Years  in  bringing  it  to  bear. 
The  French  King  had  buffered  a  great  Number  of  pri¬ 
vate  Perfons  to  contribute  towards  this  Entcrprize,  and 
the  ftrongeft  Affurances  were  given  them,  that  what¬ 
ever  Profits  accrued  thereby,  fhould  be  fairly  divided  a- 
mongft  them.  Orders  were  privately  fent  to  Mr.  Du - 
caffe  in  Hifpaniola ,  to  affemble  as  many  Buccaneers  as 
he  could,  with  Veffels  proper  to  fupport  them  ;  and  he 
was  to  have  thefe  ready  to  join  Mr.  Pointis’s  Squadron, 
as  foon  as  it  appeared.  The  true  Defign  all  along  was 
upon  Carthagena  ;  but  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  in  the 
Secret  at  the  French  Court,  gave  out,  that  the  King 
intended  to  execute  a  Project,  long  ago  formed  by  Mr. 
Ducaffe ,  of  driving  the  Spaniards  entirely  out  of  Hifpa¬ 
niola .  But,  notwithstanding  this  Variety  of  Reports,  fome 

of 


h  In  order  to  fupport  this  Fa£l,  I  (hall  give  the  Reader  a 
Paffage  from  the  Monthly  Mercury  for  December  1696. 

The  great  Noife  made  about  Pointis’s  Squadron,  that  was 
“  equipping  at  Breft  ;  and  which,  as  it  was  furnilhed  with 
“  a  vaft  Number  of  Scaling  Ladders,  Bombs,  Pontons,  and 
<(  other  Materials  for  a  Defcent,  and  for  the  Attack  of  Places 
“  on  Shore,  had  given  the  Alarm  to  all  the  Dominions  of 
4<  Great  Britain,  is  at  laft  over  ;  and  thofe  that  were  moll 
“  frighted,  are  now  moil  inclined  to  treat  it  with  Contempt ; 
“  for  whether  it  was,  that  Pointis  wanted  a  Money-Wind  to 
“  carry  him  out  of  Port,  or,  that  his  Project  had  not  re- 
“  ceived  the  laft  Sanftion  of  the  Court,  fo  it  was,  that  his 
“  Majefty  had  Time  enough  to  fend  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
“  with  a  ftrong  Squadron  to  infpeft  this  Fleet,  which  was  re- 
“  ported  to  be  itrong  enough  to  attempt  the  Invafion  of  his 
if  Kingdoms ;  and  on  his  looking  into  the  Port,  it  appeared, 
**  there  were  but  fixteen  Men  of  War  of  all  Sorts  there  ;  fo 
**  that,  whatever  the  Defign  of  Pointis’s  Squadron  was,  it  feems 
**  fo  be  vanifhed  into  Smoked* 
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°f  King  James's  Adherents  fancied  that  they  had  pe¬ 
netrated  farther  than  any  of  thefe  Politicians,  and  that 
the  true  Defign  of  this  myfterious  Armament,  was  a- 
gainft  Jamaica ;  and  of  this,  as  Englijhmen ,  they 
thought  it  their  Duty  to  advife  our  Court  *.  At  firft  this 
was  confidei  ed  as  a  very  extraordinary  Piece  of  Intel** 
ligence,  which  alarmed  us  the  more,  becauie  con- 
fidering  the  Force  we  had  in  that  Part  of  the  World, 
if  they  had  really  attempted  this  Illand,  there  was  but 
too  great  Probability  of  their  fucceeding.  When  this 
Matter,  however,  came  to  be  deliberated  upon  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  feveral  of  the  moll  intelligent  Perfons  there 
feemed  convinced  that  the  Blow  was  meant  at  us. 
King  William  declared  himfelf  of  a  contrary  Opinion, 
for  a  Reafon  which  (hewed  how  well  he  underftood 
Mankind,  and  how  jufily  the  French  King  dreaded  his 
Capacity  in  the  Clofet.  His  Majelly  obferved,  that 
the  Bafis  of  the  French  King  was  private  Intereft,  not 

public 


3  The  political  Tra&s  of  that  Year,  belt  inform  us  what 
the  Sentiments  of  the  World  were  upon  that  Occafion  ;  be- 
caufe  later  Writers  are  apt  to  impofe  upon  us,  by  pretending, 
that  this  or  that  great  Minilter  had  a6tually  difcovered  the 
Secret  very  early,  though,  for  certain  P.eafons  of  State,  it  was 
^ot  pubhjhed.  Now  it  clearly  appears  from  thofe  Writings, 
that  nothing  of  this  Kind  happened,  and  it  is  as  certain,  from 
Pointis’s  journal,  that  he  never  had  any  other  View,  than 
that  of  attacking  Carthagena,  notwithifanding  fo  many  other 
Prcje&s  were  talked  of.  The  Informations  I  fpeak  of  from 
France,  I  know  from  unqueftionable  Authority  ;  for  as  the 
Author  of  the  Jewifh  Letters  rightly  obferves,  the  Englifh  Re¬ 
fugees  at  St.  Germain’s,  were  quite  a  different  Sort  of  People 
from  the  Refugees  in  Soho  ,*  for  they  loved  their  Country, 
though  they  were  banilh’d  from  it,  and  like  the  Greek  Exiles 
of  old,  in  the  Perfian  Court,  fhew’d  thofe  who  were  inured  to 

Slavery,  how  great  a  Bleffing  it  is  to  be  barn  and  bred  up 
free. 
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public  Utility,  or  national  Glory  ;  for  which  Rcafoa 
he  concluded  they  would  neither  endeavour  tc\  con¬ 
quer  Hifpaniofoi  nor  attack  Jamaica^  but  either  attempt 
the  taking  the  Spanijh  Galleons,  or  the  furprizing  of 
Cartbagena .  The  good  Senfe  of  this  Obfervation 
brought  over  every  Body  to  his  Opinion,  and  the  Sequel 
will  fhew,  that  the  Sieur  Pointis ,  and  the  reft  of  the 
French  Commanders  (Mr.  Ducajje  always  excepted) 
never  confidered  in  this  Expedition,  what  was  belt  to  be 
done,  but  how  moft  might  be  got ;  in  which  piratical 
kind  of  Knowlege  they  proved  much  greater  Proficients 
than  the  Buccaneers  themfelves  k. 


To  parry  this  Blow,  wherever  it  was  intended,  Or¬ 
ders  were  given  for  a  fmall  Squadron  to  afiemble  at 
Portfmoutb ,  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Meeze  \ 


and  other  Orders  were  at  the  lame  Time  difpatched  to 


Mr.  Neville ,  who  commanded  our  Fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ,  and  who  was  now  made  Vice-Admiral, 
which  he  was  directed  to  open,  when  he  had  taken 


due 


k  Bifhop  Burnet  in  his  Hiflory  of  his  own  Times,  Vol.  ii. 
p.  195.  exprefles  a  good  deal  of  Diflike  to  the  Management 
of  our  Affairs  at  Sea  in  this  critical  Conjuncture  ;  but,  who-! 
ever  confiders  the  Matter  ftri&ly,  will  find  all  the  Reafon  in  the 
World  to  commend  the  Difpofition  made  by  our  Court,  for 
preventing  the  French  from  executing  their  Defign  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.  We  ought  always  to  diftinguifh  between  the  laying 
of  a  Scheme,  and  the  carrying  it  into  Execution  ;  for  the  fame 
Praife  is  due  to  the  Contrivers  of  a  good  Scheme,  though  it 
fails  of  its  EffeCt,  as  if  it  had  met  with  the  wifh'd-for  Succefs. 
Here  was  a  Force  fuperior  to  the  French,  who  had  been  three 
Years  providing  theirs,  affembled  in  lefs  than  three  Months  : 
and  if  the  Orders  given  to  our  Admirals,  had  been  ftridUy 
complied  with,  they  had  been  as  early  in  the  Weft-Indies,  as 
the  Enemy,  if  they  were  not,  it  was  no  Fault  either  of  the 
Council,  or  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 


V 
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due  Care  of  the  homeward-bound  Fleet,  and  fhould  be 
fifty  Leagues  S.  W.  by  W.  from  Cadiz.  He  found 
himfelf  in  this  Situation  about  the  Middle  of  the 
Month  of  February ,  1696-7,  and  then  opening  his  In- 
ftruftions,  perceived  that  he  was  to  join  Captain 
Meezes  Squadron  at  the  Ifland  of  Madeira s,  where 
after  cruizing  a  long  Time,  he  was  joined  by  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  now  made  a  Rear-Admiral,  in  his  own  Ship  The 
Brijiol,  and  The  Lightning  Fire-Ship,  having  loft  the 
reft  of  his  Squadron  in  a  Fog,  a  little  while  after  he 
left  the  IJle  of  Wight.  On  the  17  th  of  Aprils  Vice- 
Admiral  Neville  arrived  at  Barbadoes ,  where  he  found 
moft  of  the  Ships  he  expedited,  except  the  Dutch,  who 
joining  him  foon  after,  they  bore  away  for  Antigua , 
where  they  arrived  the  3d  of  May ,  1697.  There  it 
was  refolved,  in  a  Council  of  War,  to  fail  for  Porto 
Rico,  in  order  to  take  as  much  Care  as  poffible  of  the 
Spanijh  Galleons.  Before  he  reached  his  intended  Port, 
he  had  Intelligence,  that  Mr.  Pointis  was  failed  from 
Hifpaniola  on  the  21ft  of  March ,  N.  S.  with  twenty- 
fix  Ships  fmall  and  great.  It  was  then  refolved  in  a 
Council  of  War,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Jamaica , 

in  order  to  take  in  a  Supply  of  Water  and  Provi- 
fions ]. 

On 


t  1  Mr.  Burchet  tells  us,  both  in  his  Memoirs  and  his  Hi  (lory, 
that  Vice-Admiral  Nevi!  cruized  58  Days  about  the  Madeiras, 
to  which,  if  he  thought  himfelf  bound  by  his  Inltruftions,  he 
was  certainly  juitified  ;  but  however,  this  certainly  proved  the 
Ruin  of  the  whole  Affair  ;  for  if  he  had  Hood  away  for 
Barbadoes,  inftead  of  cruizing  there,  he  might  have  come 
Time  enough  to  have  attacked  the  French  before  they  left  Hif- 
par.ioia,  or  at  lea.fl  he  might  have  followed  them  to  Cartha- 

gena. 
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On  the  15th  of  May,  1697,  the  Admiral  being  off 
the  Eaft  End  of  the  Ifland  met  with  a  Sloop,  the  Ma¬ 
iler  whereof  informed  him,  there  was  a  flying  Report 
of  the  French  Squadrons  being  before  Carthagena  \ 
upon  this  he  (laid  no  longer  than  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  take  in  Water,  but  failed  from  Port-Royal , 
and  attempted  to  go  out  of  the  Leeward  Channel ; 
but  in  that  he  was  prevented  by  the  dying  away  of  the 
Land  Breeze,  and  contrary  to  the  Knowlege  of  all 
Perfons  acquainted  in  thofe  Parts,  the  Sea  Breeze  blew 
for  fix  Days  and  fix  Nights  together,  during  which 
Time,  an  Englijh  Sloop  came  in,  that  left  Porto -Bello 
the  1 8th  of  this  Month,  in  Company  of  the  Galleons, 
(which  were  fifteen  in  Number)  and  two  Days  after 
parted  with  them,  fleering  away  N.  N.  E.  for  Ja- 
maica ,  where  they  intended  to  take  in  Provifions,  for 
which  they  were  fo  much  (heightened,  that  they  had 
not  enough  to  carry  them  to  the  Havana .  The  Vice- 
.  Admiral  fent  out  two  Sloops  to  look  for  them,  the  one 
off  of  the  Keys  of  Pcint-Pedro ,  and  the  other  off  thofe 
of  Porto-Morant ;  and  to  let  their  General  know,  that  he 
was  going  to  Carthagena ,  to  fee  what  could  be  done 
againft  the  French ,  but  that  he  would  return  to  Ja¬ 
maica  in  a  (hort  Time.  The  24th  of  the  fame  Month 
he  took  Advantage  of  a  fmall  Gale  from  Shore,  to 
fleer  for  Carthagena ,  in  Hopes  of  finding  the  French 
either  embarrafied  in  the  Siege  of  the  Place,  or  in  em¬ 
barking  the  Plunder  ;  for  according  to  the  belt  Ac¬ 
counts  he  could  get,  the  Spaniards  were  very  (Irong 

there, 


gena,  where,  if  he  had  attacked  their  Fleet,  while  their  Army 
was  engaged  in  the  Siege,  their  whole  Force  mull  have  been 
totally  deilroyed. 
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there,  and  had  been  fo  lucky  alfo  as  to  have  pretty 
early  Intelligence  of  the  Vifit  that  was  defigned  them  ; 
but  the  crofs  Accidents  that  kept  the  Vice-Admiral  fo 
long  on  the  Coaft  of  Jamaica ,  fruftrated  his  good  In¬ 
tentions,  and  hindered  our  re-taking  from  the  French 
the  beft  Part  of  what  they  took  from  the  Spaniards , 
which  muft  otherwife  certainly  have  happened  m. 

I  n  order  to  give  a  diflinft  Account  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  Affair,  which  is  fomewhat  partially  related  both 
by  Englijh  and  French  Writers,  I  muft  purfue  the  Hi- 
ftory  of  Pointis’ s  V oyage,  and  fhew  how  and  when  he 
executed  the  Scheme  he  propofed  ;  for  this  will  natu¬ 
rally  bring  us  back  to  this  very  Point  of  Time  when 
Vice-Admiral  Neville  failed  in  Search  of  him  and  his 
Squadron.  As  the  Succefs  of  Pointis’s  Expedition  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  Alii  fiance  he  was  to  receive  at  St. 
Domingo ,  he  failed  thither  diredlly,  and  arrived  on  the 
Coaft  Feb.  19,  1697.  The  Governor,  Mr.  Ducajfey 
had  taken  Care  to  provide  every  Thing  purfuant  to 
his  Inftrudtions,  fo  that  the  Sieur  Pointis  met  with  no 
Retardment,  but  what  proceeded  from  his  own  impe- 

I  rious 


m  The  Admiral’s  going  to  Jamaica  was  another  Misfortune  ; 
for,  as  it  will  be  hereafter  fhewn,  if  he  had  failed  directly,  on 
the  fill!  Intelligence  he  had,  for  Carthagena,  he  muft  have 
furprized  Mr.  Pointis,  and  deftroyed  his  whole  Force.  But, 
if  according  to  the  Admiral’s  Journal,  he  was  under  an  abfo- 
lute  Neccftity  of  taking  in  Water ;  this  is  to  be  confidered  as 
an  unavoidable  Misfortune.  Thefe  are  Points  I  leave  to  the 
Reader’s  Judgment  to  determine  ;  for  none  of  our  Accounts 
affords  us  fufHcient  Light  to  decide  pofitively  on  the  Matters 
of  Fad;  though  this  is  certainly  in  the  Admiral’s  Favour; 
that  he  was  known  to  have  as  much  perfonal  Courage,  as  any 
Man  ;  and  that  he  afterwards  fhew’d  as  great  an  Inclination 
to  fight  upon  this  Occafion,  as  any  Man  ever  did  or  could  do. 
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rious  Difpofition,  which  hindered  him  from  giving  the 
Buccaneers  the  Satisfaction  they  expeCled  ;  and  this 
produced  a  Mutiny  or  two,  which  nothing  could  have 
quieted,  but  the  Prefence  of  Mr.  Ducaffe ,  who  was 
actuated  wholly  by  public  Spirit,  and  exerted  his  whole 
Intereft  among  thefe  People  to  keep  them  Ready,  at 
the  fame  Time  he  fuffered  as  much  as  they  did  from 
the  Infolence  of  the  General,  who,  proud  of  his  Com- 
miflion,  and  full  of  himfelf,  behaved  without  any  Re¬ 
gard  either  to  the  Rank  or  Circumftances  of  others \ 
After  about  a  Fortnight’s  Stay  to  forward  neceflary 
Preparations,  the  whole  Fleet  failed  for  Carthagcna , 
and  arrived  before  that  City  on  the  3d  of  April.  The 
Force  brought  from  France  by  M.  Pointis,  confifted  of 
feven  large  Ships  of  War,  about  ten  Frigates,  and  final l 
Veffels  of  feveral  Sorts,  on  Board  which  were  2260 
Seamen,  and  1750  Soldiers,  in  all  4175,  to  which  Mr. 
Ducaffe  added  another  Rout  Squadron,  on  Board  of 
which  were  1500  Buccaneers ,  Soldiers  and  Volunteers. 
They  firft  attacked  the  flrong  Fort  of  Boca  Chic  a, 
which  was  carried  by  Aflault ;  then  they  attacked 

Neuejira 

•  v 

_ 


n  In  the  whole  of  this  Relation,  I  reduce  all  the  Dates  to 
the  Old  Stile,  for  the  Sake  of  comparing  them  readily,  which 
could  not  have  been  otherwife  done.  As  to  the  FadPs,  we 
have  avail  Variety  of  Relations,  though  I  think,  but  two  of 
any  great  Authority,  viz,  Pointis’s  own  Memoirs,  and  the 
Hiftory  of  St.  Domingo,  written  by  Father  Charlevoix,  on 
the  Memoirs  of  Father  Pers,  and  from  the  Regifters  in  the 
public  Offices  in  the  Marine  in  France,  where  I  find  thefe  dif¬ 
fer  too  widely  to  be  reconciled,  there  I  prefer,  without  Ce¬ 
remony,  the  latter,  becaufe  'tis  evident,  that  Sieur  Pointis  had 
Views  to  ferve  ;  whereas,  Father  Charlevoix  writes  without 
the  lea  ft  Bias.  Occafionally,  I  have  Recourfe  to  other  Au¬ 
thorities,  which  I  refer  to  in  their  proper  Places. 
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Neuejlra  Signora  de  la  Popa ,  a  Monaftry  on  a  Hill* 
which  commands  the  Place  ;  they  befieged  and  took 
like  wife  the  Fort  of  St.  Lazarus ,  and  at  length  ftormed 
the  Suburbs,  which  forced  the  Governor  to  think  of  a 
Capitulation,  which  was  granted  him  on  pretty  good 
Terms,  and  which  was  concluded  April  24,  1697, 
when  the  City  was  furrendered  to  the  French ,  who  loft 
before  it  upwards  of  five  hundred  Men  ;  neither  could 
it  have  been  ever  taken,  but  for  the  Affiftance  of  Mr. 
Ducajfe ,  and  the  Troops  he  commanded;  though 
P 01  nils  ufed  them  very  ill  through  the  whole  Affair  ; 
and  after  it  was  taken,  actually  {hut  them  out  of  the 
City,  putting  off  from  Time  to  Time  the  Diftribution 
of  the  Booty,  and  not  allowing  fo  much  as  a  Check  on 
fuch  as  received  it  °. 

Many  Difputes  have  been  raifed  as  to  the  Value  of 
the  Plate,  and  other  Effedts,  taken  by  the  Sieur  Pointis 
in  this  Place.  Some  have  carried  this  fo  high  as 
40,000,000  Livres,  and  others,  amongft  whom  is  M. 
Pointis  himfelf,  reduce  it  to  9,000,000.  There  are 
ieveral  Reafons  which  have  induced  different  Writers 
to  impofe  upon  their  Readers  in  this  Particular  p.  All 
the  Spanijh  Authors  who  have  mentioned  this,  fay,  they 
had  fent  the  Nuns,  together  with  120  Mules,  laden 

with 


0  This  we  find  in  both  Pointis’s  Memoirs,  and  in  the  Hiftory 
of  St.  Domingo.  The  General  indeed  pretends,  the  Buccaniers 
behaved  ili  ;  but  the  Court  of  France,  on  the  clofeft  Ex¬ 
amination,  thought  otherwife,  and  therefore,  fo  I  think  ought 
we.  p  Hiftoire  de  St.  Domiugue,  Vol.  iv.  p.  146. 

Memoires  de  Pontis,  &c.  Father  Daniel,  in  his  Journal  Hiftori- 
que  de  Louis  xiv.  p.  j  87,  computes  the  Riches  brought. 
Home  by  Sieur  Pointis,  at  ten  Millions  ;  and  this,  as  I  take 
it,  was  the  commonly  received  Calculation  at  that  Time. 
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with  Gold  and  Jewels,  forty  Miles  up  into  the  Country, 
before  the  French  arrived  ;  but  then  it  is  vifibly  their  In- 
tereft  to  abate,  as  much  as  poiTible,  the  Credit  of  this 
Expedition  ;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  now  become  the 
French  In  ter  eft  too.  The  Sieur  Pointis ,  and  his  Par- 
tizans,  had  alfo  Caufe  fufficient  to  ftate  this  Account  as 
low  as  poffible,  becaufe  the  lower  they  brought  it,  the 
fefs  they  had  to  account  for ;  which  was  what  they 
wanted.  Our  Hiftorians  in  thofe  Days  were  defirous 
of  lefiening  the  Succefs  of  all  French  Expeditions,  and 
therefore,  as  we  fee  in  the  celebrated  Work  of  Bilhop 
Burnet ,  that  Prelate  affe&ed  to  treat  this  as  a  Mifcar- 
riage,  by  which  the  French ,  on  the  Whole,  could 
fcarce  be  called  Gainers q.  But  a  Man  who  is  anxious 
for  the  Truth,  will  make  proper  Allowances  on  fuch 
Occafions,  and  by  comparing  thefe  different  Accounts 
together,  will  endeavour  to  acquire  a  juft  Notion  of  a 
Thing,  with  which,  furely,  both  we  and  Pofterity  have 
a  Right  to  be  acquainted.  After  taking  all  imaginable 
Pains  to  this  Purpofe,  I  venture  to  aflert  M.  Pointis 
carried  Home  upwards  of  20,000,000  Livrcs  ;  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  fliould  not  err  in  faying  1,200,000  Sterling  r. 
Vol.  III.  P  But 


*i  Bifbop  Burnet  might  poffi bly  be  deceived  by  the  fecond 
Accounts  from  France,  which  were  all  again  ft  Pointis  ;  but,  it 
he  had  enquired  into  what  followed,  and  how  much  Money 
was  recovered  when  this  Bufinefs  came  to  be  narrowly  fifted, 
he  would  have  altered  his  Opinion.  The  French  do  not  fuller 
a  few  great  Officers  to  cheat  their  Owners,  and  the  Public, 
by  cooking  up  Stories  deftitute  of  Proof ;  their  Government  is 
Arbitrary,  and  therefore  in  Cafes  like  this,  generally  fpeaking, 
juft.  r  My  Calculation  goes  upon  undeniable  Principles. 

The  Sieur  Pointis  gave  the  Buccaneers  40,000  Crowns,  or 
1 20,000  Livres,  for  their  Share,  computing  at  the  Rate  of 
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But  there  is  no  Need  of  leflening  the  Profits,  to  abate 
the  Glory  of  this  Expedition.  The  Sieur  Pointis  un¬ 
doubtedly  behaved  very  ill  through  the  whole  Affair; 
he  difgufted  the  Buccaneers  ;  he  treated  M.  Ducajfe  ex- 
cefiively  ill  through  the  whole  Siege  ;  he  made  an  unfair 
Diftribution  of  the  Effe&s  taken  ;  he  took  no  Sort  of 
Care  of  the  Sick  and  Wounded,  but  left  them  in  the 
Hofpitals,  not  only  without  Medicines,  but  Food ;  and 
to  compleat  his  Blunders,  he  loitered  till  the  21ft  of 
May^  and  did  not  embark  his  Men  till  the  fickly  Seafon 
came  on,  and  they  could  fcarce  crawl  to  their  Ships. 
The  Buccaneers  were  fo  irritated  by  the  Behaviour  of 
Pointis ,  and  his  breaking  the  Agreement  he  made  with 
them  to  force  upon  them  a  Dividend  of  40,000  Crowns, 
that,  as  foon  as  they  faw  him  and  his  Squadron  ready  to 
fail,  they  returned  back  to  Carthagena>  in  order,  as  they 
phrafed  it,  to  look  for  their  Share  of  the  Plunder,  which 
they  did  not  fail  of  finding s. 

I  t  is  very  evident  from  this  Account,  that  if  our 
Vice-Admiral,  on  his  having  the  firft  Information  of  the 
Enemy’s  being  failed  for  Carthagena ,  which  was  on  the 
15  th  of  May ,  had  failed  thither  in ftead  of  going  to  Ja¬ 
maica,  he  had  unqueftionably  furprized  the  French  in 
the  Harbour  of  that  Place  ;  and,  as  the  Spaniards  had 
adually  affembled  an  Army  to  retake  the  City,  it  is  not 

eafy 


one  Tenth  from  the  firft  Million,  and  a  Thirtieth  from  every 
other  Million  ;  and  this,  by  a  very  eafy  Algebraiclc  Procefs, 
makes  it  clear  he  eftimated  the  whole  Booty  at  9,000,000.  But 
when  Mr.  Pointis’s  Behaviour  came  to  be  fcrutimzed  in  France, 
they  had  a  Decree  for  1,400,000  Livres  more. 

s  Hiftoire  de  St.  Domingue,  vol.  iv  p.  157.  The  Bucca¬ 
neers  undoubtedly  carried  away  5,000,000  Livres,  though  not 
above  1,500,000  came  to  St.  Domingo. 


) 
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eafy  to  guefs  how  the  French  would  have  cfcaped,  who 
Were  by  that  Time  fplit  into  Factions  among  themfelvcs, 
and  at  leaft  one  half  of  them  fick  h  But  though  he 
miffed  them  then,  yet  on  the  27th  of  May ,  1697, 
being  half  Seas  over  from  Jamaica ,  he  faw  the  Sieur 
de  Pointis’s  Squadron,  confifting  of  feven  Men  of  War, 
and  two  or  three  Frigates,  at  no  great  Diftance  ;  upon 
which  he  endeavoured  to  engage  them,  but  could  not. 
The  Warwick  indeed  exchanged  fome  Shot  with  one  of 
the  Frenchmen ,  but  in  Spite  of  all  the  Sail  fhe  could 
make,  the  Ship  got  away  from  her,  as  the  reft  did  from 
the  Admiral.  Fhe  Warwick  perceiving  this,  bore  down 
on  a  Fly-Boat  belonging  to  the  French  Fleet,  and  took 
her,  having  on  Board  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  with  as  much  Plate  as  made  the  Prize 
worth  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds,  and  is  a  pretty 
good  Sample  of  what  mighty  Treafures  were  on  Board 
the  reft  u.  Five  Days  the  Vice-Admiral  continued  the 
Purfuit,  in  which  five  Ships,  amongft  which  his  own 
and  Rear-Admiral  Meeze's  were  included,  fprung  their 
Fore-Top-Mafts,  and  their  Sails  were  fo  torn,  that  it 
was  found  impoflible  to  continue  the  Chace  with  any 
Hopes  of  Succefs  This  again  was  a  narrow  Efcape  ; 
the  French  themfelves  own  it,  they  were  much  inferior 
in  Force,  they  were  ill  manned,  moft  of  their  Ships 
were  foul ;  and  if  they  had  fought,  moft  of  them  mu  ft 

P  2  have 


t  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  553.  See  alfo  the  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke.  u  Mr.  Lediard  feems  to 

queftion  whether  the  Author  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America, 
had  not  fet  down  2CQ,oco  for  20,0005  but  upon  Examination, 
I  find  200,000  in  the  original  Accounts.  w  Burchett 

Memoirs,  p.  361. 
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have  been  taken  without  Doubt.  I  fee  no  Manner  of 
Caufe  to  cenfure  the  Vice-Admirars  Conduct  on  this 
Occafion  (as  feme  have  done)  becaufe  it  was  beyond 
Queition  his  own  and  his  Officers  Interefts,  to  have 
fought  upon  the  Prefuftiption  that  their  own  fuperior 
Force  would  have  put  them  in  Pofleffion  of  all  the 
Plunder  the  French  had  obtained.  Befides,  they  all  gave 
fufficient  Proofs  afterwards,  that  Fighting  was  what 
they  did  not  defire  to  avoid.  I  am  therefore  fatisfied  as 
to  this  Point,  that  there  was  nothing  of  Treachery  or 
Negledt  of  Duty  in  this  Bufinefs,  but  that  Pointis’s 
Squadron  efcaped  by  a  Concurrence  of  unlucky  and 
unavoidable  Accidents  5  u'nlefs  there  might  be  fome 
Fault  in  thofe  who  furnifhed  our  Sails,  which  did  not 
wear  fo  well  as  thofe  of  the  French ,  for  which  however 
the  Sea-Officers  were  not  to  blame  x. 

The  Buccaneers ,  on  their  return  to  Carthagena , 
met  with  no  Refinance,  and  therefore  having  driven  the 
Inhabitants  into  the  great  Church,  they  told  them  how 
General  Poiniis  had  treated  them,  which,  as  they  al- 
ledged,  obliged  them,  though  againfc  their  Will,  to 
come  back  to  make  a  Demand  of  five  Millions,  which 
once  paid  them,  they  promifed  to  retire  without  doing 
any  Kind  of  Violence.  The  poor  Spaniards  did  their 
utmoft  to  rake  together  this  Sum,  but  it  was  all  in  vain. 
The  French  took  what  they  brought,  and  as  foon  as 
they  had  done  bringing,  thefe  Mifcreants  had  Recourfe 
to  fuch  Cruelties,  as  are  fcarce  credible,  to  force  Dif- 

coveries. 


x  Mr*.  Burchet  aeknowleges  this,  and  fo  it  appears  on.  the 
f  richdt  Inquiry  ;  though  this  does  not  feem  to  have  fatisfied 
Bifhop  Burnet. 
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coveries.  After  all,  in  the  Space  of  about  five  Days, 
they  amafied  near  1,000,000  Crowns  in  Money, 
and  more  than  as  much  in  rich  Goods ;  after  which 
they  fell  out  among!!  themfelves  as  to  the  Divifion  ot 
it,  the  Buccaneers  refuting  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  an  equal  Share,  becaufe,  as  they  laid,  they  were 
at  great  Expence  on  that  liland  berore  they  failed,  when 
the  Inhabitants  were  at  Home  in  their  own  Houles. 
This  Difpute,  however,  was  foon  adjufted  on  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  a  Ship  from  St.  Martinico ,  with  Advice,  that 
firong  Englijh  Squadron  was  in  quel!  of  them  .  They 
inftantly  quitted  the  Place,  embarked  their  Plunder  with 
all  imaginable  Diligence,  and  contrived  to  get  to  -.ta 
as  foon  as  pofiible,  and  retire  to  St.  Domingo  Y. 

When  our  Squadron  found  it  impradticable  to  en¬ 
gage  the  French ,  the  Vice-Admiral  thought  it  expedient 
to  proceed  to  Cartbagena ,  in  order  to  fee  if  the  Galleons 
were  fafe,  and  how  far  he  could  be  ufeful  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  He  arrived  in  the  Port  in  the  Evening  of  the 
31ft  of  May ,  and  found  the  Place  quite  abandoned ;  for 
the  Inhabitants  were  fo  much  afraid  of  the  Buccaneers 
returning  a  third  Time,  that  they  were  fled  into  the 
Woods.  Two  Days  the  Vice-Admiral  remained  in  the 
Port  before  he  prevailed  upon  the  Governor,  and  feme 
of  the  principal  Inhabitants,  to  return,  and  then  failed, 
after  fending  a  Frigate  to  St.  Jago,  to  inform  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Havana ,  and  the  General  of  the  Gallies, 
of  what  had  pafied,  that  they  might  the  better  provide 
for  the  Safety  of  the  Galleons.  On  the  6th,  he  difeovered 

P  3  eight 


y  Hiftoire  de  St.  Domingue,  vol.  iv.  p.  161. 
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eight  Sail  of  Buccaneers ,  clofe  under  the  Shore  5  upon 
which  a  Detachment  was  fent  to  deftroy  them.  The 
Enemy  crowded  all  the  Sail  they  could,  in  Hopes  of 
efcaping,  but  only  four  were  fo  lucky  as  to  effedt  it. 
One  was  forced  upon  the  Spanijh  Coaft,  not  far  from 
Cartbagena ,  her  Crew  taken  by  the  Inhabitants,  and 
compelled  to  work  in  the  Repair  of  their  Fortifications, 
Another  was  forced  on  Shore  on  St.  Domingo ,  and  beat 
to  Pieces.  The  Cbrijl ,  a  fine  Ship,  commanded  by 
Captain  Cofuy ,  who  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  Men  on 
Board,  and  about  350,000  Crowns  in  Silver,  was  taken 
by  a  Dutch  Ship,  as  was  ?be  Flying  Hart  of  the  fame 
Force  and  Value,  commanded  by  Captain  Pierce ,  by 
Captain  Dilkes 9  and  her  Crew  were  brought  into  Eng¬ 
land  z. 

The  Governor  of  Jamaica  at  that  Time  was  Sir 
William  Beejlon ,  who  confidering  that  the  Fleet  muft 
foon  be  obliged  to  return  Home,  refolved  to  fuggeft  the 
Deftrudfion  of  that  Neil  of  Pirates,  Petit-Guavas ,  to 
the  Vice-Admiral,  as  the  mofl:  important  Service,  that 
as  Things  were  circumftanced,  could  be  done  to  the 
Englijb  Colonies  in  general,  and  Jamaica  in  particular. 
Vice-Admiral  Neville  inftantly  complied  with  it,  and 
left  the  Execution  of  the  Scheme  to  Rear-Admiral  Meeze , 
who  was  detached  from  the  Fleet  June  22,  1697,  for 
this  very  Rurpofe,  with  nine  Ships  of  War,  great  and 
fmall.  On  the  27th  he  arrived  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from 
Petit-Guavas ,  and  debarked  fome  of  his  Forces,  order¬ 
ing  the  Ships  to  come  in  next  Day.  On  the  29th  he  fur- 
prized  Petit-Guavas ,  entering  the  Place  before  it  was 

Light 


*  Burchet,  Lediard,  Columns  Roftrata,  &c , 
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Light,  and  feizing  the  Guard.  He  had,  at  fir  ft,  Thoughts 
of"  remaining  there  a  little ;  but  the  Seamen,  and  at  laft 
through  their  Example  the  Landmen,  began  to  plunder 
and  drink  To  hard,  that  when  the  Rear-Admiral  altered 
his  Sentiments,  and  refolved  to  burn  it,  there  was  not 
above  fifty  fober  Men  under  his  Command,  out  ot  nine 
hundred.  When  he  gave  out  this  Order,  the  Whole 
was  executed  with  fuch  Precipitation,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  there  was  abundance  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  the  Place, 
yet  very  little  was  faved,  cr  brought  away.  However, 
the  Burning  the  Town,  and  carrying  Prifoners  a  good 
Number  of  Negroes  to  Ja?naica ,  was  a  great  and  fea- 
fonable  Service  to  the  Englljh  Colonies,  and  gave  the  I 

Enemy  a  remarkable  Check,  which  they  did  not  foon 
recover  a. 

Vice-Admiral  Neville  having  wooded  and  watered 
with  all  the  Diligence  imaginable,  failed  to  meet  Rear- 
Admiral  Maze ,  and  then  bringing  away  the  home¬ 
ward  bound  Ships  from  Jamaica ,  refolved  to  fail  for  the  Ha- 
vanna ,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Galleons.  He  failed  in 
the  Beginning  of  July,  and  coming  about  the  Middle  of 
that  Month  on  the  Coaft  of  Cuba ,  the  Seamen  became 
excefiively  fickly,  and  Rear-Admiral  Meeze  died  before 
they  reached  the  Havanna .  On  the  22d  of  the  fame 
Month  he  arrived  before  that  Port,  and  fent  in  Advice 
to  the  Governor  of  his  want  of  Water  and  other  Re- 
frefliments.  The  Governor  fent  him  a  civil  Meflage, 
but  refufed  to  admit  his  Squadron,  and  did  not  even  fup- 
ply  his  Wants  in  all  Refpedts.  As  for  the  General  of  the 

P  4  Galleons, 


a  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  369,  Rennet,  Life  of  King  William, 
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Galleons,  when  he  was  informed  that  the  Vice-Admiral 
came  on  Purpofe  to  convoy  that  rich  Fleet  Home, 
which  was  the  principal  Point  in  King  William' s  In- 
flrudtions,  yet  far  from  being  fatisned  with  thefe  unufuai 
ACls  of  Kindnefs  to  Allies,  he  excufed  himfelf  from 
putting  his  Ships  under  our  Protection,  fuppofing,  or 
at  lead:  pretending,  his  Orders  would  not  warrant  it. 
The  true  Reafon,  however,  both  of  his  and  of  the 
Governor’s  ConduCl,  might  probably  be,  their  Fear  of 
having  the  Place  of  the  greateft  Confequence  in  the 
Weft-Indies ,  and  the  richeft  Fleet  of  that  Age,  for  there 
were  fifty  Millions  on  Board  the  Galleons,  taken  at 
once,  fince  both  had  been  in  the  Vice-Admiral’s 

Power,  if  he  had  once  been  admitted  into  the  Ha¬ 
ven  b. 

This  kind  of  Treatment,  after  the  Pains  he  had 
taken  to  fave  the  Galleons,  and  to  ferve  the  Crown  of 
Spain  on  every  Occafion,  broke  the  Vice-Admiral’s 
Spirits  very  much.  He  had  always  counted  upon  es¬ 
corting  the  Galleons,  and  believed  fo  acceptable  a  Ser¬ 
vice  would  blot  out  the  Memory  of  former  Misfor¬ 
tunes  ;  but  being  difappointed  again,  and  reflecting  on 
the  little  Service  that  with  fo  ftrong  a  Squadron  he  had 
been  able  to  do  his  Country,  it  threw  him  into  a  kind 
of  HeCtic  Fever,  which  hung  upon  him  till  he  arrived 
at  Virginia  on  the  27  th  of  Augujf ,  and  then  he  died, 
as  much  of  Grief,  as  of  his  Diftemper,  to  the  great 
Regret  of  all  who  knew  him,  as  he  was  a  Perfon  of 
Courage,  Prudence,  and  Integrity  who  wanted  neither 

Will 


b  See  the  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  for  the  Month  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1697.  Burnet,  Kennet,  &c. 
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Will  nor  Abilities  to  do  his  Country  Service,  though 
his  Fortune  feirfliort  of  his  Zeal c.  By  his  Demife 
the  Command  of  the  Squadron  devolved  upon  Captain 
Robert  Dilkes ,  who  from  Virginia  arrived  fafely  in 
England  on  the  24th  of  Oficber,  1697 ,  with  the  whole 
Squadron,  though  poorly  manned,  and  the  Ships  many 
of  them  foul  and  rotten,  fo  that  notwithftanding  the 
great  Hopes  that  had  been  entertained  of  our  doing 
mighty  Things  in  the  Weft- Indies ,  all  came  to  nothing  ; 
for  befides  this,  we  met  with  other  Disappointments  in 
that  Quarter. 

The  Sieur  Pointis  thought  himfelf  fafe  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  off  Newfoundland ,  as  not  having  the  lead  Know¬ 
ledge  that  we  had  a  flout  Squadron  there,  under  the 
Command  of  the  now  Sir  John  (then  Captain)  Norris , 
fo  that  he  made  no  Difficulty  of  going  into  the  Bay  of 
Conception ,  and  of  lying  there  carelefiy  enough,  though 
we  had  a  Force  fufficient  at  St.  John's  to  have  given  a 
good  Account  of  him,  and  his  Spanijh  Plunder.  It  was 
on  the  23d  of  July  our  Squadron  had  Advice,  that  five 
French  Ships  were  feen  in  Conception-ltey ,  and  they  im¬ 
mediately  concluded  it  was  M.  Nefmond's  Squadron  come 
to  attack  them  ;  and  therefore,  inltead  of  going  to  look 
for  the  Enemy,  they  wifely  confidered  how  in  Cafe  they 
fell  upon  St.  John's ,  they  fhould  be  belt  able  to  defend 

themfelves d. 

Captain  Norris  was  from  the  Beginning  a  little 
fufpicious  that  this  was  not  the  outward-bound  French 

Squadron 


c  I  have  this  Character  from  fome  who  knew  him  well,  and 
who  Served  under  him  in  this  very  Expedition,  d  Burchet’s 
Memoirs,  p.  375. 
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Squadron,  and  therefore  fent  The  Mary  Gaily,  a  clean 
tight  Ship,  to  difcover  what  they  were.  But  before  they 
could  have  any  News  from  her,  he  received  a  Letter 
from  one  Mr.  Alexander  Cumberbatch ,  Matter  of  a  Ship 
taken  by  the  French  at  Sea,  and  put  on  Shore  in  New¬ 
foundland,  in  order  to  procure  frefli  Provifions.  In  this 
Letter  there  was  a  diftindl  Account  of  Mr.  Pointis’s 
Strength,  and  of  his  Squadron’s  having  on  Board  the 
rich  Plunder  of  Carthagena.  Captain  Norris  was  ra- 
viftied  with  this  Epiftle,  called  a  Council  of  War  im¬ 
mediately,  and  prefled  that  no  farther  Time  might  be 
loft,  but  that  without  more  ado  they  might  fail  in  queft 
of  the  Enemy.  Other  People,  however,  were  in  no  fuch 
hafte  3  they  doubted  whether  Cumberbatch’ s  Letter  might 
not  be  intended  to  draw  them  out  of  their  Strength, 
and  thereby  expofe  St.  John's,  and  the  whole  Country, 
to  the  French ,  and  therefore,  after  a  long  Debate,  it  was 
refolved,  in  the  Council  of  War,  to  remain  where 
they  were,  and  to  expedl  the  French  in  clofe  Quar¬ 
ters  e. 

About 


c  The  Reflections  of  Bifhop  Burnet  on  this  Bufmefs,  are 
very  well  worth  Notice.  “  Commodore  Norris’s  Squadron, 
fays  he,  might  have  fallen  upon  the  French,  and  would 
*e  probably  have  mattered  them  ;  but  as  they  Had  no  certain 
Account  of  their  Strength,  fo,  being  fent  out  on  another  Ser- 
“  vice,  they  did  not  think  it  proper  to  hazard  the  Attacking 
41  them  ;  fo  the  French  got  fa fe  Home,  and  the  ConduCl  of 

“  our  Affairs  at  Sea  was  much  cenfured.”  - In  Burchet’s 

Memoirs,  p.  378.  and  in  his  Hiftory,  the  Blame  is  thrown 
intirely  on  the  Land-Officers,  who  out-voted  the  Sea-Officers 

in  the  Council  of  War. - —  The  whole  is  ftrangely  skimmed 

over  in  our  Gazette,  No.  3319,  as  a  Thing  not  fit  to  be 
mentioned.  — - 


I 
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About  Noon  on  the  26th,  they  received  Advice, 
that  the  five  French  Ships  were  fee n  the  Night  before  at 
Anchor  a  little  Eaftward  of  Bell-IJle ,  by  Portugal-Cove \ 
and  the  next  Day,  upon  a  Mefiage  from  Colonel  Gib - 
joU)  there  was  another  Confutation,  where  this  IntellL 
gence  was  read  ;  but  it  was  refolved  to  remain  till  the 
two  Captains  arrived,  who  were  fent  to  make  a  Dif- 
eovery.  Soon  after  one  of  them  came  with  twenty- 
one  French^ Men  that  he  had  taken  in  a  Boat  at  Car - 
boniere ,  who  faid  they  were  fent  by  Mr.  Pointis  to 
procure  frefh  Provifions.  The  other  Captain  returned 
alfo  from  Portugal-Cove ,  who  faw  the  French  Ships  at 
Anchor,  one  of  them  of  three  Decks,  two  from  60  to 
70  Guns,  and  two  more  of  about  50.  The  Court  ad¬ 
journed 


I  have  with  fome  Difficulty  recovered  the  Minutes  of  this 
famous  Council  of  War,  and  as  I  believe  a  Lift  of  the 
Names  of  thofe  who  fat  in  it,  and  their  Votes,  cannot  but  be 
agreeable  to  the  Reader,  I  (hall  tranfcribe  them. 

A  Council  of  War  at  St.  John’s,  July  24th,  1697,  at  which 

were  prefent. 

LAND-OFFICERS. 


John  Gibfon  - - - 

— -  No. 

-■  ■  i\o. 

-  XT- 

I  nomas  tranaai^uc  • 

*  1M0. 

at  _ 

iNO. 

-  No 

T-Tn^rh  ttnvH  - 

-  No 

Y  Smith 

Mo 

-  Nn 

T-T  Pptif 

rso. 

Nn 

CrPOrO'P  Woflrin':  ..  « 

1NO. 

No 

Jpf,  Hargrave.  ■  ■  - 

- No. 

Pleven.  Nq’s  all, 


SEA- 
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journed  till  next  Morning,  and  then  calling  the  Prifonerc 
before  them,  they  related  all  they  knew,  fearing  that 
©therwife  they  fliould  be  very  ill  treated.  They  faid 
the  Squadron  had  not  been  at  any  other  Port  iince  they 
left  the  Weft-Indies ,  and  that  hearing  of  an  Englifh 
Squadron  in  thofe  Parts,  they  had  appointed  Placentia 
in  Newfoundland  for  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  but 
through  the  Hazynefs  of  the  Weather,  were  obliged  to 

drop 


SEA-OFFICERS. 


Francis  Dove  —  - - —  Yea, 

Robert  Stapilton  ■ - * - -  Yea. 

James  Littleton  — - - - -  No. 

Charles  Defborow  - - *  Yea. 

Cooper  Wade  — — — - * - - -  Yea. 

John  RofFey  - . .  ■  — —  No. 

James  Mighelis  — . — —  Yea. 

Thomas  Day  ■ - - - Yea. 

John  Cranby  — — - - —  Yea. 

John  Drake  — - — - — - -  No. 

Nicholas  Trevannion  . . .  ■  —  No. 

John  Norris - - - ■ - Yea. 

Thomas  Smith.  »  — —  No. 

Thirteen.  Yea’s  8.  No’s  5. 


This  whole  Bufinefs  was  in  an  enfuing  Seffion  of  Parliament 
examined  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  when  upon  a  full  View  of 
the  Evidence,  their  Lordfnips  came  to  the  following  Refolutions. 

Die  Lunas,  17  April,  1699. 

j  j£  is  Refolved  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
Parliament  aifembled,  That  the  Squadron  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Norris  at  St.  John’s  in  Newfoundland,  not  going  out  to 
fight  Pointis,  upon  the  feveral  Intelligences  given,  was  a  very 
high  Mifcarriage,  to  the  great  Difiervice  of  the  King  and 
Kingdom. 

2.  It  is  Refolved,  That  the  joining  the  Land-Officers  in  the 
Council  of  War,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1697,  was  one  Occa- 
fion  of  the  Mifcarriage  in  not  fighting  Pointis, 
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-drop  Anchor  in  Conception- Bay.  But  notwithilandmg 
all  this  and  other  corroborative  Evidence,  to  prove  that 
this  was  in  Reality  Mr.  Pointis’s  Squadron,  the  Council 
of  War  ft  ill  over-ruled  Captain  Norris,  who  was  eager 
for  fighting,  and  obliged  them  to  remain  in  the  Harbour 
of  St.  John's,  which  they  fortified  with  fuch  Induftry, 
that  when  Mr.  Nefmond  arrived,  which  was  about  two 
and  thirty  Days  after  the  other  Squadron  had  been  firft 
feen,  the  Place  was  in  fo  good  a  State  of  Defence,  that 
though  the  French  Squadron  confifted  of  fixteen  Sail,  of 
which  ten  were  of  the  Line  of  Battel,  yet  they  were  ■ 
fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  Sight  of  the  Preparations  made 
for  their  Reception,  that  they  thought  proper  to  retire 
without  fo  much  as  firing  a  Gun,  and  thereby  le.t  all 
Newfoundland  in  our  Poffeflion,  which  was  confirmed 
by  the  enfuing  Peace f. 

Mr,  Point  is,  however,  though  he  got  fo  happ.ly 
clear  of  this  Affair,  met  with  another,  which  gave  him 
more  trouble  ;  for  on  the  14th  of  Augujl,  1697,  he 
fell  in  with  a  Squadron  commanded  by  Captain  Har- 
hiv,  whom  he  boldly  engaged  about  three  in  the  After¬ 
noon.  After  an  Engagement  of  two  Hours,  the  French 
made  a  Signal  for  tacking,  when  one  of  their  Ships  be¬ 
ing  difabled,  efcaped  with  much  Difficulty,  and  put  the 
reft  into  fome  Confufion.  They  bore  away  as  faft  as 
poffible,  and  by  ten  at  Night  the  Englijh  Squadron  loft 
Sight  of  them.  The  15  th  being  a  clear  Day,  the  E- 

nemy  was  difcovered  by  four  in  the  Morning  at  the 

Diftance 


t  Burchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  381.  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  for 
Oflober,  1697.  Life  of  King  William,  Iliftory  of  tire  lalt 

War. 
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Diftance  of  four  Leagues ;  upon  which  Captain  Harlow 
continued  the  Chafe  till  Evening,  but  with  very  little 
Advantage,  our  Ships  being  fouler  than  theirs,  though 
they  were  returned  from  fo  long  a  Voyage-  The  next 
Day  they  got  clear  away,  and  the  Day  following  en¬ 
tered  the  Harbour  of  Brejl ,  having  as  happily  efcaped 
Variety  of  Dangers  as  any  Squadron  that  ever  went  to 
Sea  s.  It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  Air.  Pointis9 s  bear¬ 
ing  down  upon  Captain  Harlow's  Squadron  ;  nor  can 
one  readily  apprehend,  how  the  Englijh  Ships,  juft  come 
out  of  Port,  came  to  fail  fo  much  worfe  than  the  French. 
Some  Miftery  there  was  in  this,  which  was  never  re- 
vealed  to  the  Public,  though  in  all  Probability  fome- 
thing  might  be  difcovered  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty , 
which  it  was  not  proper  fhould  come  abroad  h.  Thus 
we  have  run  through  the  Hiftory  of  what  pafled  in  the 
JVeJl-lndies  during  this  War,  and  are  now  returned  to 
the  Naval  Tranfadlions  in  Europe ,  in  the  Year  1697, 

where  we  fhall  not  find  many  extraordinary  Adtions  to 
detain  us. 

His 


2  Mr.  Pointis  confeffies  this  in  his  Memoirs.  A  Dutch  Ga¬ 
zetteer  fays  pleafantly,  Ill  Luck  put  on  Leaden  Boots  to  purfue 
him.  See  Captain  Harlow’s  own  Account  in  the  London- 
Gazette,  No.  3317.  h  I  ground  what  I  advance  in  the 

Text,  on  the  following  Advertifement,  which  appeared  firil, 
Thurfday,  Sept.  23,  1697,  London  Gazette,  No  3323. 

Admiralty  Office,  Sept.  21.  Whereas,  the  Right  Hon. 
44  the  Lords  Commiffioners  o i  the  Admiralty,  did  receive  a 
Letter  by  the  Poll,  figned  A.  B.  which  contains  feveral 
Things  relating  to  the  late  A&ion  of  Captain  Harlow  : 
T/*e^e  are  t0  give  Notice,  that  if  the  Perfon  who  writ  the 
laid  Letter,  will  apply  himfelf  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
44  the  Admiralty,  his  Name  fhall  not  be  made  known,  with¬ 
out  his  own  Confent,  and  he  (hall  likewife  be  rewarded,  and 
“  preferred  by  their  Lordfhips, 


14  Will  1  am  Bridceman.11 
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His  Majefty  going  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  to 
Holland ,  he  was  pleafedto  declare  Edward  Ruffel*  Eiq; 
then  at  the  Head  of  the  Admiralty ,  one  of  the  Lords 
Juftices  in  his  Abfence  ;  and  foon  after  it  was  known, 
that  his  Majefty  had  created  him  Baron  of  Sbingey, 
Vifcount  Barflenr ,  and  Earl  of  Orford.  Thefe  Ho¬ 
nours  feemed  not  only  fit,  but  neceflary,  fince  his 
Lord  (hip,  as  BiOiop  Burnet  well  obferves,  had  the 
Authority  of  High  Admiral,  though  not  the  Title 
His  Prefence  therefore  being  requifite  at  the  Board,  Sir 
George  Rooke  was  declared  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  and 
actually  went  down,  in  the  Beginning  of  June ,  to 
Portfmouth ,  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  Command 
of  it.  On  his  Arrival,  however,  he  found  Things  but 
in  a  very  indifferent  Condition:  For  though  the  Ships 
made  a  handfome  Figure  enough  in  the  Lift  at  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  ^  yet  they  were  in  FaCt  not  half  manned,  and 
worfe  victualled  \  fo  that  if  a  Dutch  Squadron  had  not 
happily  joined  them,  it  is  on  all  Hands  agreed,  they 
could  not  have  put  to  Sea.  But  by  the  latter  End  of 
the  Month,  the  Admiral  being  joined  by  two  Squadrons 
which  had  been  under  the  Command  of  Vice-Admiral 
Mitchely  and  Rear-Admiral  Benbow ,  he  found  his  Strength 
encreafed  to  forty-four  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  therefore 
he  put  to  Sea  for  fome  Time,  but  was  obliged  to  return 
fooner  than  lie  intended,  for  want  of  Provilions.  In 
the  Month  of  September  he  detached  Vice-Admiral 
Mitch  el  with  a  Squadron  to  meet  and  fuftain  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Neville ,  who  was  expeCted  Home  with  the 
Galleons  from  the  TVeJl-Indies ;  but  before  he  reached 

the 


1  Burchetj  Kennet,  Burnet,  Pointer,  Oldirfxon,  &c. 
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the  Cape  of  St.  Vincent ,  he  had  Notice  of  the  Return 
of  that  Squadron,  and  did  not  therefore  think  proper  to 
continue  any  longer  at  Sea  k.  He  was  afterwards  or¬ 
dered  out  again  in  October ,  when  he  performed  nothing 
worthy  of  Remark,  except  the  bringing  in  fifteen  Dutch 
E  aft -India  Ships,  which  had  loll  moil  of  their  Anchors 
and  Cables,  and  mud  otherwife  have  been  in  great  Dan¬ 
ger  of  perilling  themfelves.  Soon  after  he  received  the 
King’s  Orders  to  bring  over  the  Czar  from  Holland , 
which  he  did,  and  was  fo  acceptable  to  that  great  Prince, 
that,  with  the  King’s  Leave,  he  attended  him  during  the 
whole  Time  he  (laid  in  England ,  and  had  the  Honour 
alfo  to  command  the  Squadron  which  efcorted  him  on 
his  Return  to  Holland ,  in  his  Way  back  to  his  own  Do¬ 
minions :  And  his  Behaviour  towards  that  Monarch  was 
fuch  as  gave  him  entire  Satisfaction,  fo  that  he  re¬ 
tained  a  grateful  Remembrance  of  it  many  Years  after, 
when  he  came  a  fecond  Time  into  Holland ,  by  taking 
Notice  of  many  Points  in  Naval  Difcipline,  in  which 

he  was  inftructed  by  Admiral  Mitch  el l. 

* 

Rear-Admiral  Benboiv  failed  from  Spithead  on 
the  nth  of  April,  1697,  with  a  Squadron  confifting  of 
feven  Third  Rates,  and  two  Fire-Ships  m,  with  Inftruc- 

tions 


1 

k  Barchet’s  Memoirs,  p.  392.  1  Life  of  Peter  the 

Great,  p.  394.  m  London  Gazette,  No.  3279.  Mr. 

Burchet  fays,  April  ic,  but  I  prefer  the  Authority  of  the  Ga¬ 
zette,  in  which  I  find  an  Article  that  defervesa  Place  here, 
and  therefore  I  (hall  tranferibe  it,  “  Newcaftle,  April  10, 
“  Ye  fie  r  day  Morning  came  to  our  Bar,  eight  Colliers  from 
“  London  ;  one  of  them  belonging  to  this  Town,  Charles 
“  Newton,  Mafier,  laden  with  Merchant  Goods,  and  carry- 
“  ing  twelve :  Guns,  was,  in  her  Voyage  here,  attacked  by  a 
“  French  Privateer  of  fourteen  Guns,  and  four  Patteraroes  ; 

“  Captain 
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tions  to  protect  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  in  every  In- 
ftance  in  his  Power,  and  to  annoy  the  Enemy.  With 
this  View  he  was  ftatiohed  from  id  to  80  Leagues  from 


Scilly ,  but  was  able  to  perform  nothing  remarkable 
during  the  beft  Part  of  the  Month  of  May,  though  he 
was  joined  by  5  Ships  of  ^War  more,  and  therefoie  he 
returned  to  St.  Helen's  about  the  21ft  of  that  Month, 
from  whence  he  failed  again  on  the  24th,  with  four 
Third  Rates  and  two  Fire-Ships,  for  his  former  Station; 
and  after  having  feen  two  Eaft-India  Ships  pretty  far 
out  to  Sea;  he  received  fuch  Intelligence  as  to  our  home¬ 
ward  bound  Jamaica  Ships,  as  induced  him  to  repair  to 
Plymouth  5  in  doing  which,  he  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  join  the  Virginia  and  Wejl -India  Fleets,  and  their 
particular  Convoys,  off  the  Lizard  \  and  foon  after 
meeting  Vice-Admiral  Mitchel  off  the  Start,  he  was  by 
him  directed  to  repair  to  Plymouth ,  with  the  Merchant- 
Ships,  where  he  received  Orders  from  Sir  George 
Rooke ,  to  repair  to  the  Fleet  then  palling  Well  ward, 
and  to  take  Care  for  fending  Eaftward  a  Convoy  with 
the  Trade.  But  thefe  Orders  were  contradicted  by  others 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty ,  dated  the  10th  of 
July,  and  he,  in  Obedience  to  them,  proceeded  to  the 


Vol*  IIL  QL  Squadron 


“  Captain  Newton  made  a  vigorous  Defencce,  and  another  of 
the  Merchant-Ships  coming  to  his  Alfiftance,  they  boarded 
the  faid  Privateer,  took  her,  and  have  brought  her  into  this 
««  Harbour :  of  the  French,  twenty-three  were  killed  in  the 
«  Fight,  and  the  reft  fixty-fix  in  Number,  are  brought  alhore, 
«  feveral  of  which  are  wounded,  and  the  Captain  fo  danger - 
«*  oully,  that  ’tis  thought  he  will  hardly  recover.  There 
“  was  another  Privateer  in  his  Company,  who,  feeing  his 
•*  Companion  come  oft'  fo  ill,  fell  a-Stern,  and  flood  oft  to 
u  Sea.”  '  / 
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Squadron  before  Dunkirk ,  which  Captain  Beaumont  had 
commanded  a  considerable  Time  before,  confining  of 
fix  Third  Rates,  befides  The  Newark,  two  Fourth,  one 
Fifth,  and  two  Fire-Ships  3  but  three  of  thofd  Third 
Rates  were  called  off  to  the  Downs  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  n. 

The  Rear-Admiral,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  with  his 
Squadron,  went  in  Perfon,  with  his  Boat,  before  the 
Pier- Heads  of  Dunkirk  ;  where,  though  he  difcovered 
not  one  VefTel  in  the  Road,  yet  he  faw  fifteen  or  fixteen 
Sail  of  great  Ships  within,  one  of  which  bore  a  Flag. 
With  Captain  Beaumont  he  found  two  Orders  frbm  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty ,  the  firfl  directing  him  to  pbr- 
fue  and  burn  Dub  art ’s  Ships,  wherever  he  could  .find 
them,  except  under  the  Command  of  the  Forts  in  Nor* 
way  or  Sweden  ;  the  other,  to  obey  any  Orders  he  might 
receive  from  his  Majefty,  who  was  then  in  Holland. 
On  the  30th  of  July  Rear-Admiral  Vandergoes  joindd 
him,  with  eleven  Dutch  Ships,  and  it  was  propofed,  that 
one  of  the  Squadrons  fhould  lie  fo  as  that  Dunkirk'might 
be  South  of  them  ;  and  the  other  in  or  near  OJfend Rodd, 
that,  if  Dubart  fhould  attempt  to  pafs  out,  either  at  the 
North  or  Eaft  Channel,  they  might  the  better  difcovbr 
him :  But  no  other  Anfwer  was  made  by  the  Dutch 
Flag,  than  that  his  Ships  were  foul,  and  not  in  *a  Con¬ 
dition  to  purfue  him. 

The  French  Ships  at  Dunkirk  were  in  all  Eleven, 
from  52  to  26  Guns  3  and  about  the  Beginning  of 
Augujl  they  were  all,  except  Mr.  Dubart' s  own  Ship* 
bawled  into  the  Bafin  to  clean,  fo  that  it  was  judged 

they 


u  Burchef s  Naval  Hiltory,  p.  569,  570. 
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they  were  making  ready  to  come  out  the  next  Spring- 
Tide.  But  fince  our  Ships,  as  well  as  the  Dutch,  were 
all  foul,  little  Service  could  be  expe&ed  from  their 
chafing;  and  it  was  almoft  next  to  an  Impoffibility,  to 
block  up  clean  Ships  at  Dunkirk  with  foul  ones.  Where- 

*  j  j 

fore  the  Rear-Admiral  propofed,  that  four  of  his  bed 
Sailors  might  be  ordered  to  Sheernefs  to  clean,  and  that 
the  others  might  come  to  the  Downs,  not  only  to  take 
in  Water,  which  they  very  much  wanted,  but  to  heel 
and  ferub ;  and  this  he  judged  might  be  done  before  the 
approaching  Spring  would  have  given  the  French  an 
Opportunity  of  getting  over  the  Bar.  But  at  this 
Time  it  was  not  thought  advifeable,  though  afterwards 
he  received  Orders  to  do  it :  So  that  at  the  prefent  he 
only  fent  the  Ships  from  Time  to  Time  to  the  Downi 
to  Water,  as  they  could  bed  be  fpared.  It  is  evident 
enough  from  this  large  Account  of  the  Matter,  that 
Our  Disappointments  were  frequently  owing  to  the  Want 
of  proper  Orders,  and  the  not  paying  a  due  Attention 
to  fuch  Pieces  of  Advice  as  the  Commanders  of  Squa¬ 
drons  thought  themfelves  in  Duty  obliged  to  offer.  On 
the  23d  of  Auguft ,  Dubart  left  Dunkirk  with  five  Sail,* 
having  the  Prince  of  Conti  on  Board,  whom  the  French 
attempted  to  make  King  of  Poland .  The  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  purfued  him,  but  to  no  Purpofe ;  and  before  he 
returned  to  his  Station,  eight  other  Ships  were  gone, 
which  he  purfued  likewife,  but  with  the  fame  Want  of 
Succefs :  And  this  was  the  laft  A&ion  of  the  War,  for 
<6n  the  roth  of  September  following,  Peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  England ,  Spain ,  and  Holland on  the 

one  Side,  and  the  Crown  of  France ,  on  the  other,  at 

?  /  ;  *  - 

Kyfwick ,  by  which  the  French  King  acknowledged3 
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King  William's  Title,  and,  as  the  French  Hiftorians 
fay,  gave  up  more  Towns  than  the  Confederates  could 
have  taken  in  twenty  Years  ;  but  this  was  not  from 
any  Principle  either  of  Juftice  or  Moderation,  but  with 
Views  of  quite  another  Sort,  as  in  the  Space  of  a  few 
Years  appeared  °. 

We  have  now  brought  this  long  War  to  a  Conclu- 
fion,  and  it  is  but  juft  that  we  fhould  offer  the  Reader 
fome  Reflections  on  the  Confequences  of  it,  to  the 
Naval  Power  and  Commerce  of  England.  Firft  then, 
with  Refpedt  to  our  Navy,  we  have  feen  that  the  War 
opened  with  a  very  bad  Profpedt ;  for  though  we  had 
an  excellent  Fleet,  a  vaft  Number  of  able  Seamen,  and 
perhaps  as  good  Officers  as  any  in  the  World,  yet  the 
French  got  earlier  to  Sea  than  we  did,  appeared  with  a 
greater  Force,  and  managed  it  better,  though  we  adted 
then  in  Conjunction  with  Holland ,  and  according  to 
the  Rule  of  political  Reafoning,  ought  to  have  had  it 
in  our  Power  to  have  driven  the  French  out  of  the  Sea. 
All  this  proceeded  from  the  fudden  Change  in  our  Go¬ 
vernment,  which  perhaps  left  many  of  our  Officers 
difaffedted,  and  many  more  without  having  any  proper 
Degree  of  Credit  at  Court.  Want  of  Confidence  be¬ 
tween  the  Adminiftration  and  the  Commanders  of  our 
Fleets,  is  always  deftrudtive  to  our  Maritime  Power, 
and  therefore  inftead  of  wondering  that  Things  went  fo 
ill  in  the  three  firft  Years  of  the  War,  we  may  with 
more  Juftice  be  furprized,  that  they  went  no  worfe. 

Our  Party-Divifions  not  only  enervated  our  own  Strength, 

but 


°  Burchet,  Barnet.  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  Life  of  King 
William,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiftory,  &c. 
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but  created  fuch  Jealoufies  between  us  and  the  Dutch , 
as  blafted  the  Fruits  that  mult  have  been  otherwife  pro¬ 
duced  by  this  Union  of  the  Maritime  Powers.  Of  this 
we  have  the  fulleft  Proof  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl  of 
Tor  ring  ton,  whom  even  the  Enemies  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  made  it  a  Point  to  fupport,  becaufe  they  knew 
that  preferving  him  mult  give  Diftalte  to  our  Al- 

lies  p. 

But  when  once  the  Government  was  throughly 
fettled,  and  we  a&ed  cordially  in  Conjunftion  with  the 
States ,  it  foon  became  evident,  that  we  were  much 
more  than  a  Match  for  France  at  Sea.  Our  Misfortunes 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  War  created  Enquiries  and  Cen- 
fures,  which  were,  and  always  will  be,  followed  with 
Vidories ;  for  when  Officers  find  themfelves  in  Danger 
for  adting  ill,  they  will  endeavour  to  efcape  it  by  doing 
well ;  whereas,  if  they  once  find  that  they  may  prefer 
private  Profit,  to  that  Duty  which  they  owe  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  with  Impunity,  they  will  not  fail  to  run  into  that 
broad  Road.  This  accounts  for  our  Succefs  in  the 
Middle  of  the  War,  and  the  Declenfion  of  it  after wards^ 
when  the  Board  of  Admiralty  began  to  feel  its  own 
Strength,  and  the  Management  of  Naval  Affairs  was 

reduced  to  a  Court-Syftem,  by  which  fuch  Men  were 

Q_  3  fure 


P  The  Reader  will  eafily  difcern  the  Force  or  this  Argu¬ 
ment,  if  he  confiders  the  Share  the  Earl  of  T orrington  had 
in  the  Revolution,  and  the  Warmth  with  which,  on  his  Pro- 
fecution,  he  was  fupported  by  thofe  who  were  leaft  pleafed 
with  that  Event.  This  fhews  the  EfRdts  of  Party-Spirit,  upon 
National  Affairs ;  for  though  it  might  be  right  in  them  to 
efpoufe  the  Earl  of  Torrington,  who  probably  a  died  according 
to  the  bell  of  his  Judgment  ;  yet  they  did  it  apparently  from 
wrong  Motives,  and  with  no  better  Intention,  than  to  mortify 
and  diilrefs  the  Court. 
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fare  of  Prote&ion,  as  could  be  depended  on  in  other 
.Refpedls  than  their  Commands  in  the  Fleet i. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe,  and  fome  other  Mifcar- 
riages,  no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation, 
yet,  on  the  whole,  the  French  fuffered  much  more  in 
their  Maritime  Power  than  we,  as  Mr.  Burchet  has 
fhewn  us ;  and  confequently,  if  we  confider  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  both  Nations,  the  Eale  with  which  it  was 
in  our  Power  to  repair  our  Lofles,  and  the  almoft  in- 
fuperable  Difficulties  the  French  had  to  ftruggle  with 
in  this  Refpeft,  we  mult  conclude,  that  not  only  they, 
but  the  whole  World,  had  full  Evidence  from  thence, 
of  their  being  no  Way  able  to  ftruggle  againft  the 
Dutch  and  us  in  a  Maritime  War.  To  make  this  ftill 
more  apparent,  I  muft  obfewe,  that  King  William  in 
his  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  at  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  War,  afferted  our  Naval  Force  to  be 

near 

'■»- . - - - - 

q  It  may  poffibly  be  thought,  that  I  differ  in  my  Senti¬ 
ments  here,  from  what  I  have  faid  elfewhere,  as  to  En¬ 
quiries  ;  and  therefore  I  take  this  Opportunity  of  faying,  that 
I  would  be  understood  fo  as  to  diltinguifh  between  proper  En¬ 
quiries,  and  peevifh  Enquiries.  I  call  proper  Enquiries,  fuch 
as  begin  with  Things,  and  end  with  Men  :  and  I  take  fuch 
to  be  peeviffo,  as  prefume  Things  to  be  wrong,  becaufe  they 
^tvere  done  by  this  or  that  Set  of  Men.  In  this  Reign,  we 
had  frequent  Examples  of  both  :  Enquiries  were  fet  on  Foot 
in  Parliament,  and  when  they  did  not  anfvver  the  Intentions 
of  a  Party,  they  were  dropt.  This  certainly  was  very  fcan- 
dalous.  On  the  other  Hand,  Commodore  Wilmot’s  dif- 
graceful  Expedition,  and  feveral  others  of  the  fame  Kinds 
were  paffed  over  without  any  Enquiry  at  all.  This  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  very  fufpicious  Dealing  in  the  Admiralty  5 
who  ought  to  have  vindicated  their  own  Uprightnefs,  by 
jufhfying  the  Characters  of  fuch  as  they  employed,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  Judgment  of  Bilhop  Burnet  himfelf ;  who* 

though  he  loved  the  Ministers,  yet  could  not  help  feeing  their 
Faults*  •  .  .. 

j 
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near  double  what  it  was  at  his  Acceffion  r.  Whereas, 
Ido  not  find  in  any  of  the  French  Hiftorians,  that 
they  attempted  to  build  new  Ships  during  the  Progrefs 
of  the  War,  or  to  do  any  Thing  more  than  finifii  iuch 
as  were  then  upon  the  Stocks,  purchaling,  as  Occafion 
required,  large  Merchant-Men,  which  they  converted 
into  Frigates.  In  this  Light,  therefore,  we  were  Gain¬ 
ers  by  the  War,  of  which  the  French  feemed  to  be  very 
fenfible,  fince  they  avoided  all  general  Engagements s, 

Q.4  and 


>■  See  his  Majefty’s  Speech,  Dec.  3,  1697,  m  chand]e.1  * 
Parliamentary  Debates.  Upon  carefully  comparing  the  nuts 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  this  very  clearly  appears.  . 

s  An  Account  of  the  Lofs  fuftained  by  the  French  in  their 


of  Ships. 

Force. 

Total  of  Guns. 
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and  in  particular  Aftions  between  fmall  Squadrons  or 
iingle  Ships,  the  Stridnefs  of  their  Difcipline  gave  them 
great  Advantages,  fince  their  Veflels,  generally  fpeaking, 
were  much  cleaner  than  ours,  and  confequently  were 
able  to  leave  us  whenever  they  found  themfelves  too 
hard  prelTed ;  of  which  feveral  Inftances  have  been  given 
in  the  foregoing  Sheets.  At  the  fame  Time,  however, 
it  mull  be  con  felled,  that  the  French  Fleets,  generally 
fpeaking,  behaved  very  well  at  Sea,  and  that  we  fuffered 
conliderably  even  in  thofe  Adions  where  we  were  victo¬ 
rious,  as  well  as  where  our  Ships  were  taken  by  Sur¬ 
prize,  or  beaten  as  Convoys,  by  a  fuperior  Force 

But 


The  Lofs  Aiflained  by  the  Englifh  in  their  Navy,  during 
the  War,  from  the  Year  1688  to  1697. 


No.  of  Ships.  Force.  Total  of  Guns. 


I 
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of 
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of 
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of 
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of 

6 

of 
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4  • 
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Ji 
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70  Guns. 

70 
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54 

48 

96 

46 

46 

42 
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36 
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32 

191 

30 

60 

24 

96 

18 

36 

16 

32 

iz 

24 

10 

110 

8 

40 

6 

6 

4 

16 

»:■■■  1  ■ 
Total  1, 1 12 


The  Number  of  Guns  on  board  the  French  Ships,  which 
lyere  either  taken  or  burnt,  more  than  in  the  Englilh,  were 
*,132,  and  xppftof  them  much  Superior  in  their  Nature. 
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But  with  Refpeit  to  our  Trade,  it  is  certain,  that 
we  fuffered  infinitely  more,  not  only  than  the  French , 
(for  that  muft  have  been  expeited)  but  than  ever  we 
did  in  any  former  War,  where  there  was  a  nearer  Ba¬ 
lance  between  our  Trade  and  that  of  the  Enemy. 
This  proceeded  in  a  great  Meafure  from  the  Vigilance 
of  the  French ,  who,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  made 
it  their  Choice,  nay,  and  their  great  Monarch  made  it 
his  Glory,  to  carry  on  the  War  in  a  piratical  Way, 
on  Purpofe  to  diftrefs  our  Merchants,  and  excite  a  loud 
Clamour  here  for  a  Peace.  Another  Reafon  why  our 
Commerce  fuffered  fo  much,  was  that  Spirit  of  Avarice 
which  prevailed,  and  which  engaged  many  Merchants 
to  attempt  making  a  fudden  Fortune  by  fuffering  their 
Ships  to  run,  inftead  of  waiting  for  a  Convoy.  It 
cannot  indeed  be  denied,  that  a  third  principal  Caufe  of 
our  Mifcarriages,  was  the  Want  of  proper  Attention  at 
the  Board  of  Admiralty ,  where  Officers  were  generally 
heard  with  too  much,  and  Merchants  with  too  little 
Favour.  To  this  we  may  add  that  Spirit  of  Rapine  and 
Corruption  which  prevailed  among  the  Sea-Officers  at 
this  Time,  and  which  too  often  induced  them  to  con- 
fider  their  Commiffions  rather  as  Powers  given  them  to 
provide  for  themfelves  and  their  Families,  than  as  Trufts 
received  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Public.  We  muft  not 
forget  in  this  Enumeration  of  the  Caufes  of  our  Loffes  in 
this  Refpeit,  the  ill  Conduit  of  our  Governors  abroad, 
who  were  likewife  totally  employed  in  amaffing  For¬ 
tunes,  while  the  Stridnefs  of  the  French  Difcipline  o- 
bliged  fuch  as  had  the  Care  of  their  Plantations,  to  pay 
a  proper  Regard  to  the  Public  Service,  to  which  alone 

was  owing  their  preferving  their  Settlements  at  St.  Do¬ 
mingo, 


I 
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min  go  >  from  whence  they  might  have  been  driven  with 
the  greateft  Eafe  by  the  Englijb  and  Spaniards ,  and  yet 
were  fuffered  to  retain  their  Settlements,  though  both 
Nations  were  continually  diflreiled  by  their  Invafions  • 
and  in  Refped  of  this  it  is  no  lefs  evident,  that  the  Spa- 
niards  were  not  fo  much  to  blame  as  we  a.  But,  after 
all,  the  principal  Source  of  thefe  Mifchiefs  was  the  Ne- 
ceility  both  the  Dutch  and  we  were  under  of  fitting  out 
fuch  great  Fleets  every  Year,  whereby  ail  our  Seamen 
were  in  a  IVlanner  employed  in  the  Public  Service  £  fo 
that  on  the  one  Hand,  the  Merchants  were  forced  to 
fend  their  Ships  to  Sea  worfe  manned  than  formerly, 
and  on  the  other,  our  grand  Fleet  and  annual  Squadrons 
required  fo  many  Ships,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  furnifh 
the  necefiary  Convoys  for  the  Security  of  our  Trade. 
At  lead:,  this  was  pretended  £  and  the  very  Pretence  per* 
.haps  was  another  Caufe  of  our  Loffes.  This,  however, 
is  out  of  doubt,  that  taking  all  together  our  Traffic,  fuf¬ 
fered  exceffively,  our  Merchants  were  many  of  them 
ruined  ;  and  though  Enquiries  into  the  Mi/managements 
which  heightened  thefe  Misfortunes,  were  not  profecuted 
with  that  Vigour  they  might  have  been,  yet  fuch  Dif- 
coveries  were  made,  as  produced  an  abfolute  Diltruft  of, 
and  Diftalte  againft,  fuch  as  had  the  Dire&ion  of  Naval 

Affairs, 


This  appears  plainly  from  the  French  Hiflory  of  that 
Jfland,  where  it  is  own’d,  that  a  Storm  preferved  them  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Year  1698,  from  a  Defcent  from  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  and  that  the  News  of  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick  came 

a  <JPl305tune^,.as  t0  Pr^ferve  them  from  being  totally  deflroy-^ 
ed  by  the  Spaniards,  who  had  already  palled  the  Mountains, 

j"1  o  avTody  between  five  and  fix  hundred  Men.  Hiitcirq 
de  0.  Domingue.  Vol.  iv.  p.  177. 
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Affairs,  a  loud  Clamour  againft  the  War,  and  a  uni- 

verfal  Defire  of  Peace  at  any  Rate  w. 

After  this  fair  Reprefentation  of  the  State  of  our 

Affairs  at  its  Conclufion,  we  need  not  wonder  that  a 
Peace,  and  a  Peace  fo  advantageous  as  that  of  Ryfwick 
was,  fhould  give  the  greateft  Satisfaction  to  the  Nation 
in  general,  and  to  the  Trading  Pat  t  in  particular.  That 
it  did  do  fo,  may  appear  from  the  Government’s  caufing 
a  fpecial  Gazette  to  be  publifhed,  on  Purpofe  to  make 
known  the  French  King’s  Ratification  and  Proclamation 
of  the  Peace  at  Paris,  two  Days  fooner  than  it  would 
have  otherwife  beenx  ;  and  by  the  numerous  Addrefles 
of  Thanks  and  Congratulation,  which  were  fent  up 
from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  to  felicitate  his  Ma- 
jefty  upon  that  Qccafion,  and  to  exprefs  their  juft  Senfe 
of  being  delivered  from  the  Burthen  and  Expence  of  fo 
bloody  and  deftruaive  a  War.  Neither  ought  it  at  all  to 
abate  the  Merit  of  this  Treaty,  that  the  French  {truck 
Medals,  magnifying  their  Succefs  in  the  War,  and  their 
demonftrating  themfelves  a  Match  for  all  the  reft  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  fince  if  they  had  really  been  fo  victorious,  and 
had  gained  fuch  Advantages,  the  Wonder  was,  that 
they  fhould  {loop  to  fuch  a  Peace  A  But  though  it  may 

be 


w  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  King  William,  Pre- 
fent  State  of  Europe.  x  The  Gazettes  came  out  in  thofe 

Days,  on  Mondays  and  Thurfdays.  This  Paper,  faid  to  be 
printed  by  Authority,  is  dated,  Whitehall,  October  26,  which, 
was  Tuefday.  It  is  printed  but  on  one  Side,  and  the  French 
King's  Proclamation  is  in  Jtalick,  in  order  to  render  it  the 
more  remarkable.  The  fame  Thing  had  been  done  on  the 
Exchange  of  the  Ratifications,  October  1 8th,  1697.  ^llt 
that  was  in  the  Nature  of  a  Poll-Gazette.  7  Hiitoire  de 

Louis  xiv.  Tom  v.  Hiiloire  Militaire,  &c. 
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be  true,  that  in  many  RefpeCts  the  French  had  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  in  this  War,  yet  undoubtedly  they  forefawthey 
were  unable  to  fupport  fo  vaft  an  Expence  as  it  brought 
upon  them  ;  and  as  their  Weaknefs  encreafed  much  fafter 
in  Proportion  than  that  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  this  in 
a  few  Campaigns  would  have  quite  changed  the  Face  of 
Things,  and  either  brought  on  the  total  Ruin  of  France , 
or  obliged  her  to  make  Peace  upon  Hill  worfe  Terms 
than  were  demanded  now. 

It  muft  therefore  be  allowed  to  the  Honour  of  this 
Reign,  and  of  this  Adminiftration,  that,  however  they 
managed  the  War,  they  gained  by  the  Peace  all,  and 
indeed  more  than  could  be  expeCled.  By  the  fourth 
Article  the  French  King  engages  his  Word  and  Faith, 
not  to  difturb  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  any  of  his 
Dominions,  nor  to  affift  direCtly  or  indirectly,  any  of 
the  Enemies  of  the  faid  King,  nor  to  give  Shelter  to 
any  Rebels  or  Confpirators  againft  him.  By  the  fifth, 
the  free  Ufe  of  Commerce  or  Navigation  is  reftored  be¬ 
tween  the  Subjects  of  both  Kings.  By  the  feventh,  all 
Places  taken  during  the  War,  either  in  Europe  or  in 
America ,  are  reftored.  As  great  Care  was  taken  of  our 
Allies,  every  Thing  was  ftipulated  for  them  which  with 
any  Shew  of  Juftice  they  could  defire ;  fo  that  by  the 
Conclufion  of  this  T reaty,  the  general  Peace  of  Europe 
was  reftored  and  we  were  left  at  full  Liberty  to  im¬ 
prove 


z  Among!!  other  Medals,  ftruck  on  Occafion  of  this  Peace, 
there  was  one  very  remarkable.  On  the  Face  of  the  Medal 
was  reprefen  ted  a  Temple,  the  Doors  of  which  are  fhut  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  Before  the  Temple  there  is  an  Altar, 
on  which  a  Sow  is  offered.  The  Legend,  Caefa  Firmabant 

Fcedera 


\ 
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prove  the  Advantages  afforded  thereby,  for  the  ready¬ 
ing  whatever  was  amifs  in  our  domeltic  (Economy, 
extending  our  Commerce,  and  eafing  our  People.  How 
far  thefe  Points  were  ftudied,  or  negleded,  fhall  be  our 
Bufinefs  to  examine  in  the  next  Chapter. 

CHAP. 


Foedera  Porca,  alluding  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Romans ;  who 
on  the  Conclufion  ot  a  Peace,  facnficed  a  Swine.  On  the 
Door  of  the  Temple  Hands,  Jano  Sacrum,  1.  e.  Sacrea 
Tanus  On  the  Reverfe,  are  the  Arms  of  the  feveral  Powers 
comprehended  in  the  Treaty  ;  and  in  the  Centre,  the  Royal 
Caftfe  of  Ryfwick,  with  this  Infcriptior,  Ryfwick,  Guhelmi 
III  Dei  Gratia  Magnas  Britannia  Regis  Palatium,  1.  e.  1  ie 
Palace  of  William  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  ot  God,  King  of 

Great  Britain. 


t 
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CHAP.  ii. 


The  Naval  Hifiory  of  Great  Britain  continued 
throughout  the  Reign  of  King  William  III. 
with  an  Account  of  the  mofl  remarkable  Tranf- 
a  hi  ions  in  Relation  to  our  Commerce  and  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  the  Memoirs  of  fuels  eminent  Seamen  as 
flourifhed  within  this  Period  of  Timet 

H  E  Affair  of  the  Eajl-India  Company 
in  Scotland  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
former  Chapter  ;  but  I  did  not  infill  up- 
on  it  then,  becaufe  it  would  have  in¬ 
terrupted  the  Thread  of  our  Hifiory, 
and  becaufe  I  apprehended  it  would  come  in  more  natu¬ 
rally  here-  It  is  certain,  even  at  this  Diftance  of  Time, 
a  very  delicate  SubjeCt,  efpecially  for  one  who  profeffes 
to  follow  Truth  at  the  Expence  of  all  Parties  and  Cha¬ 
racters  whatfoever.  But  the  Pleafure  which  refults 
from  aCting  fairly  in  Matters  of  this  Nature,  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  Compenfation  for  any  Rifque  that  a  Writer  can 
run  by  his  Impartiality  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  lay  the 
true  State  of  this  Matter  before  the  Reader,  as  it  appears 
to  me.  The  Revolution  brought  back  to  Scotland  fe- 
veral  worthy  Patriots,  whom  the  Jealoufy  of  former 
Reigns  had  driven  into  Holland ,  Germany ,  and  other 
Countries.  Thefe,  from  the  Time  of  their  Return,- 
thought  of  nothing  fo  much  as  the  putting  the  Trade 
of  Scotland,  which  had  been  hitherto  in  a  Manner  neg- 

kCtedy 
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lefted,  on  a  proper  Foot.  With  this  View  they  pro¬ 
cured,  in  1693,  an  Adi  of  Parliament,  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  foreign  Commerce,  and  in  Confequence 
of  that  Law,  procured  another  in  1695,  for  felting  up 
ah  Eajl-India  Company.  When  this  was  done,  it  was 
found  requifite  to  take  in  Supfcriptions ;  and,  as  it  was 
not  eafy  to  find  Money  enough  in  Scotland  for  the  car¬ 
rying  on  fo  expenfive  a  Defign,  the  Company’s  Agents 
endeavoured  to  procure  Subfcriptions  abroad,  particular¬ 
ly  at  London ,  Hamburgh ,  and  Amjlerdam ,  in  which 
they  were  certainly  fufficiently  fupported  both  by  the 
Royal  and  Legiflative  Authority.  But  as  the  carrying 
this  Scheme  into  Execution  gave  great  Umbrage  to  the 
Eaji-India  Companies  in  England  and  Holland ,  they 
took,  as  it  was  very  natural  for  them  to  do,  the  belt 
Meafures  they  could  to  hinder  the  Succefs  of  thefe  Ap¬ 
plications.  This,  however,  had  fome  very  untoward 
Confequences,  fince  thefe  Companies  could  effedl  no¬ 
thing  but  by  the  Interpolition  of  their  refpedtive  Go¬ 
vernments  ;  and  by  this  Means  his  Majefty’s  Name,  as 
King  of  England ,  and  Stadtholder  of  Holland ,  came  to 
‘be  made  ufe  of,  to  thwart  thofe  Defigns  which  adtually 
had  his  Sandtion  as  King  of  Scotland .  This,  as  might 
have  been  eafily  foreleen,  embarrafied  King  William 
prodigioufly,  for  it  forced  him  to  adt  in  a  Manner  little 
fuitable  to  his  Inclinations,  fince  on  an  Application  of 
the  Scots ^  he  was  obliged  to  promife-  that  he  woulcf  not 
countenance  any  fuch  Attempts  to  their  Prejudice  ;  and 
to  gratify  the  Englijh  and  Dutch ,  he  found  himlelf  o- 
bliged  to  part  with  two  very  ufeful  and  able  Minifters, 
the  Marquis  of  Tweedale  and  Secretary  Johnfon ,  becaufe 

the  former  had  given  the  Royal  Affent  to  the  Law 

which 
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which  eftablifhed  the  Scotch  Eajl- India  Company,  in 
which,  however,  he  had  only  followed  his  Inftruftions$ 
and  the  latter,  for  promoting  that  Defign,  which,  no 
doubt,  he  took  to  be,  what  it  really  was,  an  Aft  of 
Duty  to  his  Country.  Yet  thefe  Steps  ferved  only  to 
palliate  Things  for  the  prefent,  and.  inftead  of  heal¬ 
ing  the  Breach,  widened  it  5  as  will  be  feen  here¬ 
after  a. 

In  the  enfuing  Seffion  of  Parliament  in  1698,  the 
Government  found  itfelf  not  a  little  embarraffed  with 
the  Affairs  of  the  Englijh  Eajl-India  Company,  A 
Scheme  had  been  offered  for  erefting  a  new  Company, 
which  was  to  advance  2,000,000/.  for  the  Public  Ser- 

v 

vice  at  Eight  per  Cent .  and  were  to  carry  on  this 
Trade  by  a  joint  Stock.  To  make  Way  for  this,  it 
was  propofed  to  diffolve  the  old  Company,  though  they 
had  very  lately  a  new  Charter  granted  them  upon  an 
Addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  Virtue 
of  that  Charter,  had  encreafed  their  Capital  by  a  Sub¬ 
scription  of  700,000  /.  The  Pretence  for  diflolving  it, 
was  a  Claufe  in  that  very  Charter,  referving  fuch  a 
Power  to  the  Crown.  But  as  it  was  not  fo  much  as 
afferted,  that  fince  the  granting  this  new  Charter,  they 
had  done  any  Thing  which  ought  to  fubjeft  them  to 
a  Diffolution,  this  was  thought  not  a  little  hard.  The 
real  Caufe  why  this  Step  for  erefting  a  new  Company  • 

was 


a  Kennet,  Barnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  King  William,  and 
other  Hiftories  of  thofe  Times.  I  have  been  extreamly  care¬ 
ful  here,  to  lay  afide  all  Sorts  of  Prejudices,  and  to  prefent 
the  Reader,  in  as  few  Words  as  poffible,  with  a  genuine  Re- 
prefentation  of  Things,  as  they  really  fell  out,  ilript  of  thofe 
Colourings,  which  Party -Writers,  and  partial  Hillorians  have 
.bellowed  upon  them. 
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Was  taken,  as  Bifhop  Burnet ,  and  other  intelligent 
Writers,  fairly  own,  was  the  Public’s  wanting  Money* 
However*  the  diflolving  Scheme  did  not  take  Place ; 
the  new  Company  had  large  Privileges  given  them,  and 
Sir  William  Norris  was  fent  by  his  Majefty  Ambaffador 
to  the  Great  Moguls  on  Purpofe  to  promote  this  Scheme ; 
which,  notwithftanding*  mifcarried  in  Refpect  of  Trade  • 
For  the  Old  Company,  being  poflefled  of  the  Forts  and 
Fadlories  in  the  Eajl-lndies ,  took  Care  to  prepofiefs  that 
Monarch,  and  indeed  all  the  other  Princes  in  •  thofe 
Parts,  fo  ftrongly  againft  the  New  Company,  that  the 
Ambaffador  was  but  very  indifferently  received,  and  the 
whole  Affair,  inflead  of  improving  our  Commerce, 
tended  only  to  hurt  both  it,  and  the  Credit  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  in  thofe  Parts,  at  the  fame  Time  that  (as  I  have 
obferved)  the  A6t  for  eflablilhing  this  new  Company, 
created  great  Difcontents  at  Home  b. 

The  Managers  of  the  Eajl-lndia  Company  in  Scot* 
land)  finding  their  Defigns  for  carrying  on  that  Trade 
fo  vigorouily  oppofed,  and  having,  as  they  conceived, 
very  large  Powers  veiled  in  them  by  the  late  Aft  of 
Parliament,  refolved  to  turn  their  Endeavours  another 
Way  for  the  prefent,  and  to  attempt  the  Settlement 
of  a  Colony  on  the  IJlhmus  of  Darien.  Every  Body 
Vol.  III.  R  knows* 


i  i  ?  ■>>  ^  in  his  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  has 

treated  this  Matter  very  fairly,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  fee 

this  Matter  in  a  true  Light.  It  is  a  great  Misfortune,,  that  we 
have  not  any  Hiftory  of  public  Companies,  which  would  be 
both  a  uleful  and  entertaining  Work.  What  I  have  offered  is 
very  fuccna,  as  the  Nature  of  this  Work  obliged  me  to  make 
it.  I  o  give  the  Reader  an  accurate  Account  of  this  Buii- 

fetve-'ir1^  Wke  UP  forae  Sheets>  and  indeed  the  Bufmefs  de- 
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knows,  that  this  is  a  very  narrow  Trad  of  Country 
which  unites  the  two  great  Continents  of  North  and 
South  -America,  and  that  confequently  it  mull  be  very 
advantageoufly  leated  for  Commerce.  As  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  had  never  been  conquered  by  the  Spaniards ,  and 
as  the  new  Colony  adually  purchafed  their  Lands  from 
the  native  Proprietors,  and  fettled  there  by  Confent,  It 
was  apprehended  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  Right  to 
difpute  this  Eftablifhment )  and  that,  if  they  did,  the 
Planters  might  delend  themfelves  without  involving  the 
Nation  in  a  War.  The  Colony  was  accordingly  fettled 
at  a  vaft  Expence ;  but  it  was  foon  found,  that  great 
Miftakes  had  been  made  in  Relation  to  the  Confequen- 
ces  expeded  from  it.  For  the  Spaniards  not  only  con- 
lidered  it  as  an  Invafion  on  their  Rights,  and  began  to 
take  our  Ships  upon  it ;  but  the  Englijh  alfo  grew  very 
uneafy,  and  made  warm  Reprefentations  to  his  Majefty 
on  this  Subjed,  which  produced  private  Orders  to  the 
Governors  of  Jamaica ,  and  other  neighbouring  Planta¬ 
tions,  not  only  to  avoid  all  Commerce  with  the  Scots 
at  Darien ,  but  even  to  deny  them  Provilions.  As  it 

i 

was  forefeen  that  thefe  Meafures  would  naturally  occa- 

fion  great  Diftiubances  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  it 

was  found  requifite  to  fend  a  Squadron  thither  to  pro- 

ted  our  T rade,  to  awe  the  Spaniards ,  and  to  hinder  the 

Encreafe  of  Pirates,  which  had  been  very  great  ever 

fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  occafioned  chiefly 

by  the  Multitude  of  Privateers  that  were  then  thrown 

out  of  Employment,  and  having  been  long  ufed  to 

live  by  Plunder,  had  neither  the  Will  nor  the  Means  to 

fubfift  themfelves  by  any  hohelt  Employment.  There 

were  alfo  fome  other  Reafons  which  made  the  fending 

fuch 
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fuch  a  Naval  Force  requifite,  as  will  appear  in  the  fub- 
fequent  Account  of  its  Proceedings0. 

Rear-Admiral  Bcnboiv  was  made  Choice  of  to 
command  this  Squadron,  which  confided  of  three  Fourth 
Rates,  and  a  fmall  French  Prize.  He  failed  from  PortJ- 
mouth  on  the  29th  of  November ,  1698,  and  arrived  at 
Barbadoes  the  27th  of  February  following.  He  executed 
there,  and  at  the  Leeward-IJlandsy  what  he  was  directed 
by  his  Inftrudions  to  do  ;  and  being  informed,  that  the 
Spaniards  at  Carthagena  had  feized  two  of  our  Ships, 
with  an  Intent  to  employ  them  in  an  Expedition  they 
were  then  meditating  againft  the  Scots  at  Darien ,  he, 
like  a  brave  and  public-fpirited  Commander,  as  he  really 
was,  refolved  to  prevent  it,  and  reftore  thefe  Ships  to 
their  right  Owners.  With  this  View  he  flood  over  to 
the  Spanijh  Coafl,  and  coming  before  Bocca  Chica  Caflle, 
he  fent  his  Men  on  Shore  for  Wood  and  Water,  which 
though  he  alked  with  great  Civility  of  the  Spanijh  Go¬ 
vernor,  he  would  fcarce  permit  him  to  taked.  This 
highly  nettled  the  Admiral,  who  thereupon  fent  his  own 
Lieutenant  to  the  Governor,  with  a  Mefiage,  import- 

R  2  ing, 

- - - - — ■ — — — - - - - - - 

c  Kennet,  Burnet,  State-Trads  in  the  Time  of  King  William, 
and  particularly  a  little  Treatife,  entitled.  An  Enquiry  into  the 
Caufes  of  the  Mifcarriage  of  the  Scots  Colony  of  Darien,  8vo. 
1700,  which  is  not  printed  in  the  Folio  Colledion  of  Trads 
before-mentioned.  d  London  Gazette,  No.  3450. 

Mofl  People  thought  this  Squadron  too  fmall,  too  weakly 
manned,  and  fent  too  late. in  the  Year  ;  and  many  Rcfledions 
to  this  Purpofe  were  thrown  out  in  Pamphlets  to  diflurb  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  and  alienate  the  Affedions  of  the  Seamen. 
But  Rear-Admiral  Benbow’s  Condud  was  fo  irreproachable* 
and,  though  he  was  a  down-right  Sailor,  his  Manner  of  Ading 
was  io  engaging,  tftat  he  not  only  performed  more  than  was 
expeded,  but  returned  with  ample  Commendations  from  all 
our  Colonies. 
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ing,  that  he  not  only  wanted  thefe  Neceflaries,  but  that 
he  came  likewife  for  three  Englijh  Ships  that  lay  in  the 
Harbour,  and  had  been  detained  there  fome  Time,  which, 
if  not  fent  to  him  immediately,  he  would  come  and 
take  by  Force.  The  Governor  anfwered  him  in  very 
refpedtful  Terms,  that  if  he  would  leave  his  prefent 
Station,  in  which  he  feemed  to  block  up  their  Port, 
the  Ships  Ihould  be  fent  out  to  him.  With  this  Re- 
queft  the  Admiral  complied  ;  but  finding  the  Gover¬ 
nor  trifled  with  him,  and  that  his  Men  were  in  Danger 
of  falling  into  the  Country-Diftemper,  which  doubtlefs  the 
Spanijh  Governor  forefaw,  he  fent  him  another  Meflage, 
that,  if  in  twenty-four  Hours  the  Ships  were  not  fent 
him,  he  would  come  and  fetch  them  -3  and  that,  if  he 
kept  them  longer  than  that  Time,  he  would  have  an 
Opportunity  of  feeing  what  Refpedt  an  Englijh  Officer 
had  to  his  Word.  The  Spaniard ,  however,  did  not 
think  fit  to  make  the  Experiment,  but  fent  out  the 
Ships  within  the  Time  ;  with  which  the  Admiral  re¬ 
turned  to  Jamaica  e. 

There  he  received  an  Account,  that  the  Spaniards 
at  Porto  Bello  had  feized  feveral  of  our  Ships  employed 
in  the  Slave-Trade,  on  the  old  Pretence,  that  the 
Settlement  at  Darien  was  a  Breach  of  Peace.  At  the 
Defire  of  the  Parties  concerned  the  Admiral  failed  thi¬ 
ther  alfo,  and  demanded  thefe  Ships ;  but  received  a 
furly  Anfwer  from  the  Admiral  of  the  Barlovento  Fleet, 
who  happened  to  be  then  at  Porto  Bello.  Rear-Admiral 
Benbow  expoftulated  with  him  on  this  Head,  inlifting, 
that,  as  the  Subjedts  of  the  Crown  of  England  had  never 

injured 


e  Bardlet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  577. 
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injured  thofe  of  his  Cathelick  Majefty,  he  ought  not  to 
make  Prize  of  their  Ships  for  Injuries  done  by  another 
Nation.  The' Spaniard  replied  fhrewdly,  that,  fince 
both  Crowns  ftood  on  the  fame  Head,  it  was  no  Won- 
der  he  miftook  the  Subjects  of  one  Crown  for  the  o- 
ther.  After1  many  Altercations,  however,  and  when 
the  Spaniards  faw  that  the  Colony  at  Darien  received 
no  Affiftance  from  'Jamaica ,  the  Ships  were  with  much 
to  do  reftored.  The  Admiral  in  the  mean  Time  failed 
in  Quell  of  one  Kidd,  a  Pirate,  who  had  done  a  great 
deal  of  Mifchief  in  the  Eajl  and  Wejl-lndies ,  and  of 
whom  hereafter  we  (hall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  more 
largely.  On  his  Return  to  Jamaica ,  towards  the  latter 
End  of  the  Year,  he  received  a  Supply  of  Provifions 
from  England ,  and  foon  after  Orders  to  return  Home  ; 
which  he  did  with  fix  Men  of  War,  taking  New-Eng- 
land  in  his  Way  f. 

While  Rear-Admiral  Benbow  was  thus  employed, 
Vice-Admiral  Aylmer  was  fent  with  a  ftrong  Squadron 
dnto  the  Mediterranean ,  in  order  to  confirm  our  Trea¬ 
ties  with  the  Governments  of  Algiers ,  "Tunis ,  and  Tri¬ 
poli  >  which  he  performed  very  effectually  ;  for,  being  a 
Man  of  a  generous  Temper,  he  executed  all  Things 
with  fuch  Magnificence,  and  treated  the  Deputies  fent 
on  Board  him  in  a  Manner  fo  well  fuited  to  their  Tem¬ 
pers,  that  they  were  eafily  drawn  to  do  thofe  Things 
for  him,  which  an  Officer  of  another  Difpofition  would; 
never  have  obtained  It  was  intended  too  that  he 

R  3  fhould 


f  Burchet,  Kennet,  Life  of  King  William,  Prefent  State  of 
Europe,  &c.  s  London  Gazette,  No,  3427.  This  Fleet 

failed  from  Portfmouth,  Sep.  13.  1698,  But  Mr.  Burchet'* 

Account 


« 
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fliould  have  fecured  the  Galleons,  in  Cafe  the  French 
attempted  to  feize  them  on  the  Death  of  the  King  0f 
Spain,  which  was  daily  apprehended  ;  but  for  this  he 
certainly  came  too  late,  and  though  nobody  pretended 
to  fix  any  Imputation  on  his  Charader  in  this  Refped, 
yet  there  was  great  Blame  laid  on  the  Board  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  for  not  fitting  out  this  Fleet  fooner.  This,  a- 
mong  many  other  Things,  made  up  Part  of  the  Charge 
biougnt  againft  the  Management  of  the  Navy  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  their  Addrefs  to  the  King, 
prefented  in  tne  Month  of  April,  1699  ;  wherein,  after 
taking  Notice  of  the  late  fending  of  this  Fleet,  they  add. 
That  tne  viClualling  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  by 
cc  others  than  by  the  Victuallers  appointed  for  that 
“  Service,  or  their  Agents,  was  contrary  to  the  Courfe 
of  the  Navy,  and  might  be  of  ill  Confequence, 
“  That  many,  and  new  unneceflary  Charges  had,  in 
“  an  extraordinary  Manner,  been  introduced  into  the 
“  Navy,  which  was  a  great  Mifmanagement.  That 
“  the  Deductions  of  Poundage,  taken  by  the  Pay-Ma- 
<c  tiers  of  the  Navy,  for  Slop-Cloths,  Dead-Men’s 
“  Wages,  Tobacco,  Chelt  at  Chatham,  Chaplain,  and 
“  Surgeon,  was  without  Warrant,  and  ought  to  be 
“  accounted  for.  That  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the 
cc  Service  of  the  Navy,  for  the  fame  Perfon  to  be  one 
“  of  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the  Office  of 

“  Lord 


Account  is  fo  indiftinft,  that  Mr.  Lediard,  in  tranfcribing  it, 
tn ought  this  Fleet  was  fitted  out  in  1700,  and  tinder  that  Year, 
iws  placed  it  in  his  Naval  Hiflory,  p.  729.  I  am  the  more 
fui  pnzed  at  tnis,  becaufe  he  takes  Notice  of  the  Commons 
Aacrefs  in  1 699,  which  actually  took  Rife  from  an  Inquiry 
nto  the  late  fitting  out  of  this  Squadron, 
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u  Lord  High  Admiral  and  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  at 
cc  the  fame  Time.  And  that  the  paffing  of  any  Ac¬ 
te  count  of  Monies  imprefled  for  the  contingent  Lie. 
of  the  Navy,  without  regular  Vouchers,  or  fuch  o- 
ther  Proofs  as  the  Nature  of  the  Service  would  ad* 
cc  mit,  either  with  or  without  a  Sign  Manual,  was  con- 
<c  trary  to  the  Rules  and  Methods  of  the  Navy,  and 
of  dangerous  Conference.  All  which  they  begg-w. 
cc  Leave  to  lay  before  his  Majefty,  defiring  that  he 
66  would  be  gracioufly  pleated  to  take  effectual  Care, 

<c  that  the  Mifmanagements  herein  complained  of,  might 
“  be  prevented  for  the  future.’’  The  King  gave  a  foft 
Anfwer,  which  yet  was  latisfadory  enough  to  this  Charge. 

It  ran  in  thefe  Words  :  “  Gentlemen,  I  will  confider 
cc  of  your  Addrefs.  It  is  my  Defire,  that  all  Sorts  ot 

Mifmanagements  and  Irregularities  fhould  be  prevented 
tc  or  redrefled.  You  may  be  afhured  that  I  will  take 
u  the  beft  Care  I  can  in  Relation  to  the  Navy,  the 
“  right  Management  whereof  is  of  great  Concern  to 

(c  the  Kingdom  V’ 

The  Earl  of  Or  ford ,  who  was  at  this  Time  at  the 
Head  of  the  Navy,  and  who,  as  all  our  Writers  agree, 
governed  pretty  abfolutely,  on  a  Suppofition,  that  bring¬ 
ing  over  to  the  Court  a  Body  of  Men,  who  had  been 
formerly  looked  upon  as  ftubborn  Malcontents,  would 
juftify  every  Meafure  that  he  fhould  think  necefiary  for 
fo  falutary  a  Purpofe,  faw  at  what  the  Commons  were 
driving,  and  therefore  very  prudently  refolved  to  abate 
the  Edge  of  their  Refentment,  by  laying  down  his 
Employments ;  which  he  did  accordingly,  and  there- 

R  4  upon 


» 


*  Chandler’s  Debates,  vol.  iii.  p.  102. 
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upon  a  new  Commiffion  of  Admiralty  pafled,  in  which 
the  Earl  of  Bridgewater ,  the  Lord  Hayerjham,  Sir  R0~ 
bert  Rich,  Sir  George  Rooke,  and  Sir  David  Mitchel, 
were  conflicted  Commiffioners.  And  thus  Things  ' 
were  twifled  about,  rather  as  the  Intereft  and  Influx 
ences  of  Parties  required,  than  as  was  fittefl:  for  the 
Public  Service,  which,  though  always  pretended  in 
Speeches  and  Addrefles,  yet  this  was  fo  viflbly  a  Cloak  for 
ine  pernicious  Deiigns  of  Party,  that  we  may  fafely  aflert. 
Private  Interejl  was  never  more  confidered  than  at  this 

Time,  when  nothing  was  fo  much  talked  of  as  Public 
Spirit  \ 

We  are  now  come  to  a  neceflary  Part  of  this 
Hiftory,  which  will  appear  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Inftanc- 
cs  of  the  Truth  of  the  foregoing  Obfervation  ;  I  mean 
the  Affair  of  Kidd  the  Pirate,  which  by  an  unaccount* 
able  Strain  of  Party-Refentment,  makes  a  confiderable 
Figure  in  our  General  Hiftories,  and  belongs,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Manner,  to  this ;  for  which  Reafon  I  (hall  treat 
it  circumftantially,  and  exactly  agreeable  to  Truth. 
There  had  been,  for  many  Years,  loud  and  very  juft 
Complaints  of  Piracies  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  which,  for 
the  Sake  of  the  Profit  made  by  purchafing  their  ill-gotten 
Goods,  had  met  with  too  much  Encouragement  from 
the  Inhabitants  of  our  Plantations.  This  induced  King 
William ,  in  the  Year  1695,  to  declare  the  Earl  of  Bella- 

monty 


1  The  Earl  of  Orford  \ya s  afterwards  impeached,  as  we  fhall 
have  Occafion  to  fhew  :  But  there  was  never  any  Proof  offer¬ 
ed  on  that  Impeachment ;  and  to  be  fure  his  Lordfhip’s  Faults 
were  in  his  Minifterial  Character,  and  not  as  a  Commander. 
He  was  very  fincere  and  ferviceable  to  his  Party  ;  at  the.  Head 
pf  the  Admiralty  Board  :  But  at  Sea  he  forgot  all  Diftindtiojis* 
md  had  regard  to  nothing  bat  Merit* 
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mnt ,  a  Nobleman  of  Ireland ,  and  a  Perfon  of  very  great 
Worth  and  Honour,  Governor  of  New  York  and  of  New 
England ,  believing  him  to  be  a  proper  Perfon  to  reftrain 
fuch  Mifchiefs,  and  in  Time  to  put  an  end  to  the  Com¬ 
plaints  made  about  them.  After  he  was  raifed  to  this  Sta¬ 
tion,  and  before  he  fet  out  for  his  Government,  he  began 
to  enquire  as  to  the  molt  proper  Methods  for  extinguifh- 
ing  thefe  Abufes,  and  reprefented  it  to  one  Colonel  Le~ 
vingjlon ,  a  Gentleman  of  conftderable  Property  in  New 
York,  as  a  Thing  which  nearly  concerned  the  Honour 
of  that  Plantation.  This  induced  the  Colonel  to  men¬ 
tion  to  bis  Lordfhip,  one  Captain  William  Kidd,  who 
was  then  lately  arrived  from  New  York  in  a  Sloop  of  his 
own,  as  a  brave  bold  Fellow,  who  knew  moft  of  the 
Pirates  Haunts,  and  might  therefore  be  employed  a- 
gainft  them  with  great  Probability  of  Succefs.  The 
Earl  readily  approved  the  Scheme,  and  knowing  how 
much  the  King  had  the  Bufmefs  at  Heart,  mentioned 
it  to  his  Majefty,  who  applauded  the  Defign,  and  re¬ 
commended  it  to  the  Board  of  Admir alty.  But  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Affairs  being  then  in  a  perplexed  Situation,  and  great 
Difficulties  found  in  manning  the  Fleet,  the  Board, 
though  they  fignified  their  Approbation  of  the  Thing, 
thought  fit  to  lay  it  afide  K 

Colonel 


k  Bifhop  Burnet  and  Mr.  Oldmixon  have  both  infilled  pretty 
largely  on  this  Matter.  As  to  the  former,  he  did  not  cer¬ 
tainly  underftand  ir,  for  he  aflually  took  the  Grant  of  Pirates 
Goods  to  be  illegal  and  unjuflifiable,  and  feems  to  intimate  fome 
hallinefs  or  imprudence  in  this  Bufinefs  5  whereas  nothing  can 
be  clearer  than  that  Public  fpirit  was  the  foie  Motive  to  this 
Defign,  and  that  Kidd’s  Owners  became  fo,  becaufe  he  could 
mt  be  fitted  out  cfherwife.  As  to  the  latter,  though  very 
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'  Colonel  Levingjion  having  exadl  Information  of 
all  that  had  paired,  applied  himfelf  a  fecond  Time  to 
the  Earl  of  Bellamont ,  and  offered  an  Amendment  to 
his  firft  Projefl.  He  obferved  that  this  was  a  Thing 
which  would  admit  of  no  Delay  •  and,  fince  the  Public 
could  not  immediately  undertake  the  intended  Expediti¬ 
on,  it  might  not  be  amifsif  fome  few  Perfons  of  Diftinc- 
tion  fhould  venture  on  carrying  it  into  Execution  at  their 
own  Expence.  This  too  was  attended  with  much  Diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  at  laft  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  (then  Lord  Somers)  the  Duke  of  Shrewjbury ,  the 

Earl  or  Romney ,  the  Earl  of  Orford ,  and  fome  other 
Perfons,  together  with  Colonel  Levingjion  and  Kidd , 
who  were  to  have  between  them  a  Fifth  of  the  whole 
Undertaking,  fhould  raife6ooo/.  for  the  Expence  of 
the  Voyage *  l.  The  King  was  fo  well  pleafedwith  the 
Thing,  and  thought  it  of  fo  much  Benefit  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  that  he  promifed  to  contribute  to  it,  and  therefore 
a  tenth  Part  of  the  Goods  taken  from  Pirates  was  re- 
ferved  to  his  Majefty,  in  the  Grant  made  of  the  reft 
to  the  Perfons  engaged  in  fitting  out  Kidd.  But,  when 
the  Bufinefs  was  brought  to  bear,  the  King  could  not 
advance  the  Money  conveniently,  and  fo  the  Perfons 
abovemen  tioned  were  obliged  to  be  at  the  whole  Ex¬ 
pence.  Captain  Kidd  had  a  Commiffion  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Form,  to  take  and  feize  Pirates,  and  bring  them  to 

Juft  ice. 


prolix,  yet  his  Account  wants  in  a  great  meafure  the  light  of 
Evidence,  which  arifes  very  fully  from  an  impartial  ftating  of 
the  Maters  of  Fad,  and  therefore  I  have  dwelt  fo  long  upon 
it. 

1  See  an  impartial  Account  of  the  Affair  of  Captain  Kidd, 
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juftice,  without  any  fpecial  Claufe,  or  Provifo,  what¬ 
ever.  He  knew  none  of  the  Adventurers  but  the  Lord 
Bellamont,  who  introduced  him  to  the  Earl  of  Orfora> 
and  another  Perfon  carried  him  to  the  Earl  of  Romney . 
As  for  the  reft,  he  never  faw  them ;  and  fo  little  was  there 
of  Secrecy  or  Management  in  this  Bufincfs,  that  he  had 
no  Inftruftions,  either  public  or  private;  only  the  Earl 
of  Bellamont  gave  him  failing  Orders,  in  which  he 
was  direfted  to  adi  according  to  the  Letter  of  his  Com- 
million  m. 

Thus  furnifhed,  Captain  William  Kidd  failed  in 
The  Adventure-G2L\\ey>  towards  the  End  of  the  Year 
26 95,  for  New  York)  and  in  his  Way  took  a  French 
Prize.  From  thence  he  failed  to  Madera ,  thence  to 
Bonavifta  and  St.  Jago,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Madagascar y  and  from  thence  he  cruized  at  the  En¬ 
trance  of  the  Red  Sea  ;  but  effecting  nothing,  he  failed 
to  Calicut ,  and  took  a  Ship  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Tons;  the  Mafter,  and  three  or  four  of  the  Crew, 
were  Dutchmen ,  the  reft  Moors :  This  Ship  he  carried 
to  Madagafcar  ;  from  thence  he  failed  again,  and  about 
five  Weeks  after  took  The  ^uedah-Mer chant ,  of  four 
hundred  Tons:  The  Mafter  was  one  Wright ,  an  En - 
glijhman .  She  had  on  Board  two  Dutch  Mates,  and  a 
French  Gunner ;  the  Crew  were  Moors ;  in  all  about 
ninety  Perfons  n.  The  Ship  he  carried  to  St.  Maries , 

near  Madagafcar ,  and  there  he  fhared  the  Goods  with 

his 


m  This  plainly  (hews,  there  was  nothing  Secret  or  Myfterious 
in  this  Expedition  ;  but  that  he  was  fent  on  the  Ddign  ex- 
preffed  in  the  King’s  Commiftion,  and  on  that  only. 

n  This  is  taken  from  his  Trial,  and  other  authentic  Ao 
counts  of  him. 
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his  Crew,  forty  Shares  to  his  own  Ufe.  Here  ninety 
of  his  Crew,  who  were  a  hundred  and  fifty-one  in  all, 
left  him,  and  went  on  Board  The  Mocha-Merchant,  an 
Eajl -India  Company  Ship,  which  had  turned  Pirate; 
and  there  was  every  Grain  as  much  Reafon  to  charge 
that  Company  with  the  Piracies  The  Mocba- Merchant's 
Crew  committed,'  as  there  was  to  charge  Kidd’s  Adven¬ 
turers  with  his.  He  and  his  Men  burnt  his  own  Ship 
The  Adventure-Galley  at  St.  Maries,  and  they  all  went 
on  Board  The  Shiedab- Merchant,  and  failed  for  the 
Wejl  Indies.  Being  denied  Succour  at  Anguilla  and  St- 
Thomas's,  he  failed  to  Mona,  lying  between  Porto-Rico 
and  Hijpaniola,  and  there,  by  the  Means  of  one  Bolton , 
got  fome  Provifions  from  Curajfau.  He  bought  a  Sloop 
of  Bolton,  in  which  he  loaded  Part  of  his  Goods,  and 
left  The  ghiedah- Merchant,  with  the  reft  of  the  Goods, 
in  T ruft  with  Bolton ,  and  feventeen  or  eighteen  Men 
in  her.  In  this  Sloop  he  touched  at  feveral  Places,  and 
difpofed  of  a  great  Part  of  his  Goods,  and  at  laft  came 
to  Bojlon  in  New  England,  where  the  Earl  of  Bellamont 
feized  him,  and  what  Goods  he  had  left ;  for  this  Fel¬ 
low  either  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  a  Notion,  that 
The  Hhcedah- Merchant  being  manned  by  Moors,  was 
a  lawful  Prize,  though  there  was  no  Proof,  that  the 
Commander  of  her  and  his  Crew,  had  committed  any 
Piracies  on  the  Englijh,  or  any  other  European,  or  in¬ 
deed  Indian  Nation.  As  foon  as  this  was  done,  his 
Lordfhip  fent  Advice  of  his  taking  Kidd,  to  England, 
and  defired  that  a  Ship  might  be  fent  to  bring  him  home. 
This  was  accordingly  complied  with  ;  but  The  Rochefter, 
which  was  the  Ship  employed  in  this  Service,  being 
difabled,  was  forced  to  return,  which  heightened  the 

Clamour 
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Clamour  that  had  been  already  raifed  about  this  Tranf- 

The  Source  of  this  Clamour  was  undoubtedly  a  pri¬ 
vate  Pique  to  particular  Perfons ;  which  induced  fome 
warm  Men  to  put  a  Queftion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
That  the  Letters  Patent  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Bella- 
mont,  and  ethers ,  of  Pirates  Goods,  were  difhonourable 
to  the  King,  again/l  the  Law  of  Nations,  contrary  to 
the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm ,  an  Invafion  of 
Property,  and  deftr  active  to  Commerce.  This  was  car¬ 
ried  in  the  Negative  ;  but  it  did  not  hinder  thofe  who 
fupported  the  Queftion,  from  charging  Lord  Somers 
and  the  Earl  of  Orford  with  countenancing  Pirates ; 
and,  to  give  fome  Colour  to  this  groundlefs  improba¬ 
ble  Charge,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that  The  Roche/let 
was  returned,  it  was  fuggefted,  that  the  fending  that 
Ship  was  mere  Collnfion  ;  that  the  Earl  of  Bellamont 
was  as  deep  in  this  Affair  as  the  reft,  and  upon  this  a 
Motion  was  made,  and  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  Kidd  might 
not  be  tried  till  the  next  SefRon  of  Parliament,  and  that 
the  Earl  of  Bellamont  might  be  direfted  to  fend  home 
all  Examinations,  and  other  Papers  relating  to  this  Bufi- 
nefs;  which  the  King  promifed  very  readily  r. 

This  Affair  muft  naturally  give  his  Majefty  a 

ftrange  Opinion  of  the  Patriotifm  of  thofe  Times.  He 

knew 


•  The  Noife  made  about  this  Fellow,  difturbed  the  Govern- 
ment  fo  much,  that  it  was  one  Reafon  tor  fending  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Benbow  to  the  Weft-Indies.  *  Kennet,  Burnet, 

Burchet,  Oidmixon,  Life  of  King  William,  &c. 
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knew  the  whole  Matter  better  than  any  body,  and  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  with  great  Truth  and  Juftice,  that  if  he 
might  be  admitted  as  a  Witnefs,  he  could  vindicate, 
from  his  own  Knowlege,  the  noble  Perfons  now  at¬ 
tacked,  in  all  they  had  done.  He  mull,  therefore,  be 
thoroughly  perfuaded  that  this  was  a  very  unjuft  and 
iniquitous  Profecution,  in  Relation  to  which  he  had  Rea- 
fon  to  think  himfelf  happy,  that  he  was  not  able  to  per¬ 
form  his  Promife  of  contributing  towards  this  Defign, 
lince  that  might  have  given  a  Handle  to  fome  warm 
Member  for  calling  him  Pirate,  as  Mr.  Howe  actually 
called  him  a  Felon,  for  making  the  Treaty  of  Par¬ 
tition. 

But  how  clear  foever  the  King,  and  other  impartial 
J udges,  might  be,  this  Spirit  was  Hill  fo  prevalent  in  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  that  even  after  making  fome  En¬ 
quiries  into  this  Fact,  and  having  not  only  his  Exami¬ 
nation,  but  Kidd  himfelf  in  their  Power,  whom  they 
ordered  to  be  brought  to  their  Bar,  and  queftioned  him 
there  (very  little  to  their  Credit,  or  to  the  Purpofe)  yet 
when  they  afterwards  found  an  Opportunity  of  attack¬ 
ing  the  Earl  of  Orford  and  Lord  Somers  bv  Impeach¬ 
ments,  they  did  not  fail  to  throw  in  their  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Kidd  as  Part  of  the  Charge  In  the  Articles 

againft 


s  It  was  pretended,  that  Kidd  would  make  Difcoveries,  and 
upon  this,  he  was  fent  for  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  where  he  behaved  very  meanly  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Sey¬ 
mour,  who  fent  for  him,  faid,  the  Fellow  was  not  more  a 
Knave  than  a  Fool.  But  the  true  Intent  of  bringing  him 
thither,  was,  to  fet  up  another  Difcovery,  viz.  That  °before 
lie  returned  to  Newgate,  he  went  to  the  Houle  of  the  Earl 
of  Halifax,  and  conferred  there  with  the  Lords  who  were 
faia  to  be  concerned  with  him  ;  but  of  this,  the  Proof  was  as 
weak  as  the  Story  incredible. 
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sgainft  the  Earl  of  Orford,  they  make  the  fifth  and 
fixth,  which  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Reader  I  fhall 
infert,  to  (hew  with  how  great  Solemnity  the  molt  tri- 

fling  Affair  may  be  made  to  appear. 

cc  y  And  whereas  Complaints  were  made  to  the 
cc  Commiflioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Loid 
cc  High  Admiral  of  England ,  where  the  faid  Earl  at 
cc  tfot  Time  prefided,  by  the  Company  trading  to  the 
«  EaJi-Indieij  of  divers  Piracies  committed  in  the  South- 
cc  Seas,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  their  Trade,  defiring  they 
cc  might  have  Letters  of  Marque  granted  to  them, 
cc  whereby  tfc  he  empowered,  though  at  their  own 
cc  Charge,  to  lapprefs  fuch  Piracies  :  But  the  faid  Earl 
cc  preferring  his  own  Intereft,  difcouraged  and  reje&ed 
cc  their  Requeft  and  Propofal,  and  in  feme  fhoit  Time 
cc  after,  jointly  with  others,  did  procure  a  Commiffion 
cc  for  one  William  Kidd',  as  likewife  a  Grant  under  the 
cc  Great-Seal  of  England ,  to  and  for  the  Ufe  of  him 
«  the  faid  Earl  and  others,  of  the  Ships  and  Goods  of 
*c  certain  Perfons  therein  named,  and  alfo  of  all  the 
“  Goods  found  on  Board  the  faid  Ships.  And  the  faid 
«  Company  having  Intimation  of  a  Commiffion  grant¬ 
ee  ed  to  the  faid  Kidd ,  being  apprehenfive  of  the  ill 
«  Conferences  of  the  fame,  did  apply  themfelves  to 
cc  the  faid  Board  of  Admiralty ,  deliring  to  know  what 
cc  Powers  and  Inftruftions  were  given  :  But  fuch  their 
«  reafonable  Requeft  was  denied,  and  Kidd  who  was 
<c  known  to  be  a  Perfon  of  ill  Fame  and  Reputation, 
<c  ordered  to  purfue  the  intended  Voyage,  in  which  he 
cc  did  commit  divers  Piracies  and  Depredations  on  the 
«  High  Seas,  being  thereto  encouraged  through  the 
«  Hopes  of  being  protected  by  the  High  Station  and 

cc  Intereft 
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*£  Intereft  of  the  faid  Earl,  in  Violation  of  the  Laws  of 
**  Nations,  and  the  Interruption  and  Difeouragement  of 
“  the  Trade  in  England.” 

“  VI.  That  the  faid  Earl,  within  the  Time  afore- 
faid,  when  an  horrid  Confpiracy  was  difeovered  a- 
“  gainfl:  his  Majefty’s  facred  Perfon,  and  the  Kingdom 
was  under  an  Apprehenfion  of  an  immediate  Inva- 
“  lion  from  France,  and  divers  Ships  of  War,  parti- 
“  cularly  the  Ship  Du t chefs,  were  armed  out,  and  e- 
“  quipped  and  manned  in  Defence  of  the  Realm,  to 
“  oppofe  the  intended  Invafion,  did  his  utmoft  Endea- 
“  vour  to  prejudice  his  Office,  being  the  firft  Com- 
“  miffioner  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  fligh  Ad- 
“  miral  of  England,  without  the  Privity  of  the  other 
“  Commilfioners,  contrary  to  his.  Oath  and  Duty, 
“  and  preferring  his  Hopes  of  Gain  to  himfelf,  to  the 
“  Safety  of  the  Public,  did  order  Captain  Steward , 
“  Commander  of  the  Ship  Dut chefs,  to  deliver  over, 
“  and  put  on  Board,  the  faid  Kidd,  mentioned  in  the 
“  foregoing  Article,  out  of  the  faid  Ship  The  Dutchef , 
“  a  great  Number  of  able  Seamen,  levied  and  provided 
“  at  the  Expence  of  the  Public,  and  then  difcharging 
“  their  Duty  in  Defence  of  their  Country,  and  againft: 
“  their  own  Confent,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Public 
“  Security,  and  to  the  endangering  the  faid  Ship 
“  The  Dutchef ,  if  it  had  been  attacked  by  the  E- 
“  nemyV’ 

The 


'See  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  againft  fid  ward  Earl  of 
Ortord,  printed  by  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
1701. 


•  -  V"  V. 
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The  Earl  of  Orford’s  Anfwer  will  fufficiently  de¬ 
clare,  how  little  Foundation  there  was  in  Fact  for  what 
the  Commons  advanced  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  give  what 
he  offers,  as  to  thefe  two  Articles,  in  his  own  Words. 
“  As  to  the  fifth  Article,  fays  bis  Lordjhip ,  the  Eaft - 
«  India  Company,  about  the  Beginning  of  March, 
«  1696,  did  apply  to  the  Admiralty  Board,  of  which 
«  the  faid  Earl  was  one,  to  empower  their  Ships  and 
«  Officers  to  feize  and  take  all  Pirates  infefting  the  Seas> 
«  within  the  Limits  of  their  Charter  3  and  likewife  to 
cc  eredl  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  thofe  Parts,  to  try  and 
<c  condemn  fuch  Pirates  as  they  fhould  take.  Upon 
«  which  Application,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  did  take 
ic  Advice,  and  were  informed,  they  had  no  Authority 
“  to  grant  the  fame,  and  denies  he,  the  faid  Earl,  ever 
«  difcouraged  or  rejected  the  Company’s  Requeft  thefe - 
tc  in,  unlefs  it  were  by  telling  them,  that  the  Admiral - 
cc  ty9  by  Law,  could  not  grant  the  fame  ;  and  denies 
«  that  the  Company  was  ever  denied  Letters  of  Marque 
cc  in  common  Form,  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  faid 
cc  Earl.  And  faith,  as  to  the  Matter  of  Kidd ,  in  this 
<c  Article  mentioned,  he  was  gone  upon  his  Expedition 
cc  about  twelve  Months  before  that  Time  ;  and  as  to 
cc  his  Commiffion,  and  the  Grant  in  the  faid  Article 
«  mentioned,  the  faid  Earl  humbly  conceives,  and  is 
advifed,  the  fame  were  not  contrary  to  Law  ;  but 
“  fure  he  is,  the  faid  Expedition  was  intended  for  the 
<c  Publick  Good  and  Service  ;  and  faith  the  faid  Kidd 
<c  had  no  Powers  or  Inflrudions  from  the  Board  of  Ad„ 
miralty ,  other  than  the  ordinary  and  common  Let- 
<c  ters  of  Marque,  the  Contents  whereof  are  common 
<c  and  well  known  to  Merchants  ;  and  the 'faid  Earl 
'Vol.  III.  S  doth 
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<c  doth  deny  that  he  knew  the  faid  Kidd  to  be  of  ill 
Fame  and  Reputation.  But  in  Cafe  the  faid  Kidd 
“  had  committed  any  Piracies,  he,  the  faid  Kiddy  is 
66  anfwerable,  and  ought  to  anfwer  for  the  fame,  he 
“  never  being  ordered  by  the  faid  Earl  fo  to  do,  nor  had 
he  ever  any  the  leaft  Encouragement  given  him  by 
c<  the  faid  Earl,  or  any  other,  to  his  Knowledge,  to 
“  expedl  or  hope  for  any  Prote&ion  therein,  or  in  any 
illegal  Adlion  done  or  committed  by  him  s.” 

But  his  Lordfhip’s  Anfwer  to  the  latter  Article  is 
ftill  ftronger.  In  that  he  fays,  cc  He  believes  it  to  be 
cc  true,  that  there  was  a  horrid  and  barbarous  Plot  and 
<c  Confpiracy  againft  his  Majefty’s  facred  Perfon,  and 
<c  that  there  was  an  Apprehenfion  of  an  immediate  In- 
vafion.  But  the  faid  Earl  hopes,  no  Negledt  of  Duty 
<c  in  his  Station  can  be  imputed  to  him  to  prevent  the 
cc  fame.  And  as  for  the  Ship  Dutchefs ,  which  was  a- 
mongft  many  others  armed  and  equipped  in  Defence 
cc  of  the  Realm,  the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  the  Men  in 
cc  the  faid  Article  mentioned  to  be  taken  from  on  Board 
“  her,  were  but  fome  of  the  very  Perfons  that  were 
“  juft  before  taken  from  on  Board  of  Captain  Kiddy 
and  returned  by  their  own  Confent  on  Board  Cap- 
tain  Kidd  again,  not  being  above  twenty  in  Number  > 
and  faith,  all  Fears  of  the  In  vafion  were  then  over, 
and  at  an  End  ;  and  denies  that  the  fame  was  intend- 
u  ed  to  weaken,  or  did  weaken,  the  faid  Ship,  or  the 

“  Navy 


8  See  thefe  Anfwers  in  the  fame  Collection.  They  are  very 
indifferently  abridged  by  molt  of  our  Hiftorians  ;  as  in  Truth 
they  mult  be,  lince  by  abridging  them,  fome  FaCts  mult  necef- 

farily  be  left  out. 
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«  Navy  Royal  j  or  that  the  faid  Seamen,  fo  returning 
ic  on  Board  the  faid  Kidd ,  were  levied  or  provided  at 
“  the  Expence  of  the  Public,  or  did  return  or  were 
“  put  on  Board  the  faid  Kidd ,  againft  their  own  Con- 
«  fent,  or  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  public  Security,  or 
<c  that  the  Ship  Dutchefs  was  thereby  endangered, 
“  if  flie  had  been  attacked,  as  in  the  faid  Article  is 
“  alledged.” 

These  Articles  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1701,  the  very  Day 
that  Kidd  was  put  upon  his  Trial  for  Piracy  at  the  Old 
Baily,  where  he  was  conviCted,  with  many  of  his 
Companions,  and  foon  after  executed  ;  but  could  never 
be  prevailed  upon  to  charge  any  of  the  Noble  Perfons, 
who  were  his  Owners,  with  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  his  Proceedings.  Yet  after  his  Death,  the  Com¬ 
mons,  in  an  Impeachment  by  them  preferred  againft 
John  Lord  Somers,  charge  him  as  Lord- Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  England ,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Earl  of 
Orford ,  Firft  Commiflioner  of  the  Admiralty ,  and  Ri¬ 
chard  Earl  of  Bellamont ,  Governor  of  New  York  and 
of  New  England ,  and  others  then  in  great  Stations  and 
in  high  Power  and  Authority,  for  fealing  a  Commiflion 
to  one  William  Kidd ,  a  Perfon  of  evil  Fame  and  Re¬ 
putation,  lince  convided  of  Piracy,  and  with  procuring 
a  Grant  of  Pirate’s  Goods  to  be  taken  by  the  laid  Wil¬ 
liam  Kidd ,  under  Colour  of  the  faid  Commiflion,  in 
Truft  for  himfelf  and  other  Perfons,  with  abundance 
more  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  intended  purely  to  hurt  that 
Lord’s  Character,  and  render  it  iinpofiible  for  his  Ma. 
jefty  to  employ  him  longer  in  his  Service  ;  though  his 
Lordlhip,  confcious  of  his  own  Innocence,  took  every 
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Meafure  poffible,  to  have  brought  this  Matter  to  a  fair, 
open  and  fpeedy  T rial  h  But  while  Things  were  thus  car¬ 
ried  on  at  home,  the  Nation  fuffered  exceedingly  for  want 
of  due  Care  being  taken  to  put  an  End  to  thefe  Depreda¬ 
tions  committed  by  Pirates  abroad,  and  therefore  feveral 
experienced  Officers  were  lent  to  Madagafcar ,  where 
they  had  made  a  very  ftrong  Settlement,  in  Order  to 
root  out  and  deilroy  them ;  but  with  fo  little  Succefs, 
that  the  Government  began  at  Iaft  to  defpair  of  effecting 
any  thing  in  this  Way,  till  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet  de- 
vifed  a  Project,  which  anfwered  the  End  very  fpeedily. 
This  was  fending  a  Proclamation  by  Captain  'James 
Littleton ,  who  was  afterwards  a  Flag-Officer,  and  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Navy,  promifing  Pardon  to  all  the 
Pirates  who  furrendered,  and  a  Reward  in  cafe  they 
would  fecure  and  deliver  up  any  of  their  Commanders. 
This  foon  brought  in  many  of  the  private  Men,  and 
made  the  reft,  efpecially  their  Chiefs,  fo  jealous  of  each 
other,  that  they  could  not  hold  together,  or  venture 
upon  any  new  Enterprizes.  So  that  Captain  Littleton 
having  brought  off  fome,  and  feparated  the  reft,  very 
foon  deftroyed  fuch  as  were  moft  refradtory,  and  re- 
eftablilhed  that  free  Navigation  which  had  been  fo  long 
interrupted  in  thofe  Parts u.  I  know  that  this  will  feem 
to  fome  a  very  trivial  Affair  to  be  fo  long  infilled  on  ; 
but  as  it  fhews  the  Spirit  of  thofe  Times,  and  accounts 
for  a  very  famous  Profecution,  I  hope  the  Majority  of 

,  thofe 


1  This  Affair  went  off  by  the  Lords  appointing  a  Day  for 
the  Tryal  of  the  Peers,  and  the  Commons  refilling  to  be  prefent 
at  that  Trial,  or  to  make  any  Proofs.  u  Rennet,  Burnet, 
Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  King  William,  &c. 
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thofe  who  perufe  this  Work,  will  not  think  it  imper 
tinent. 

But  we  now  return  to  Matters  of  a  more  publick 
Concern.  A  War  had  arifen  between  the  Kings  of 
Denmark  and  Sweden ,  which  greatly  affe&ed  the  Peace 
of  the  North  ;  a  Thing  that  can  never  happen  without 
interefting  the  Maritime  Powers.  It  will  be  neceflary 
to  fay  fomething  as  to  the  Grounds  of  this  War,  be- 
caufe  the  Part  we  took  in  it  was  very  much  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Englljh  Nation,  and  ought  to  eftablifh  it  as 
a  Maxim,  that  whenever  it  is  really  neceflary  to  aflifl: 
our  Allies,  we  ought  to  do  it  vigoroufly,  and  at  once, 
which  is  the  Way  not  only  to  ferve  them,  but  to  fave 
Expence  to  us.  There  was,  towards  the  Clofe  of  the 
Year  1699,  a  private  Treaty  made  by  feveral  Princes* 
for  attacking  the  King  of  Sweden ,  the  famous  Charles 
the  Twelfth,  but  then  a  perfect  Lad,  and  even  for  dif- 
membering  the  Swedift)  Monarchy.  According  to  this 
Scheme,  the  King  of  Denmark  was  to  invade  Hoi  ft  elm 
the  Ele&or  of  Brandenburg  was  to  fall  into  the  Swcdijh 
Pomerania ,  the  King  of  Poland  was  to  attack  Livonia , 
and  in  Cafe  the  Dukes  of  Zell  and  Hanover  moved  to 
the  Afliftance  of  the  Swedes,  the  Landgrave  of  HeJJey 
and  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttel ,  were  to  fall  upon  them. 
This  was  an  Alliance  founded  entirely  upon  Intereft, 
for  the  Swedes  had  done  nothing  to  deferve  this  Treat¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  upon  the  firft  breaking  out  of  this 
Confederacy,  his  Swedijh  Majefty  addrefled  himfelf  to 
King  William  and  the  States  General ,  as  Guarantees  of 
the  Treaties  made  for  fecuring  the  Tranquillity  of  the 
North,  by  preferving  there  a  proper  Balance  of  Power* 
At  firft  it  was  thought  requiflte  to  interpofe  only  our 
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good  Offices.  But  when  the  King  of  Denmark  over-ran 
Holjiein ,  and  the  King  of  Poland  firft  attempted  to  fur- 
prize  and  then  befieged  Riga  in  Livonia ,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  to  take  other  Meafures,  efpecially  when  it  was 
known  that  the  Czar  was  inclined  to  enter  into  the 
Confederacy,  the  Point  in  debate  with  his  Majefty  was, 
whether  he  fhould  do  what  was  neceflary,  and  what  he 
was  ooliged  to  by  Treaties,  without  confulting  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  or  whether  he  fhould  lay  the 
whole  Matter  before  the  Parliament,  and  leave  the  De- 
cifion  of  it  to  them.  Some  of  the  Miniftry  were  for 
taking  the  latter  Method,  but  the  King  was  for  the 
former,  and  with  good  Reafon  y  he  faid,  the  Executive 
Part  of  the  Government  was  in  him,  and  therefore  he 
would  ao  what  was-  fit  for  him  to  do,  and  acquaint  the 
Parliament  with  it  at  their  next  Meeting  w. 

His  Majefty,  .in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1700,  fent 
over  a  ftrong  Squadron  into  Holland ,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  George  Rcoke ,  who  in  the  latter  End  of 
May  was  joined  by  a  Dutch  Squadron,  and  having  the 
Command  of  the  whole  Fleet,  he  failed  for  the  Sound, 
where  he  arrived  about  the  Middle  of  June .  There  he 
found  the  Danijh  Fleet,  confifting  of  twenty-eight  Sail 
of  Line  of  Battel  Ships,  ranged  athwart  the  narrow 
Pafiage,  under  the  Guns  of  their  Caftle  of  Cronenhurg , 
oppofite  to  Helfingberg  3  and  here  he  received  Aflurance 

from 


w  The  Reader  may  confult  our  general  Hiitorie?,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Memoirs  of  Biihop  Burnet  on  this  Subjedf  which 
he  has  treated  fully  and  freely.  The  Truth  is,  the  Scheme, 
however  fair  in  Appearance,  was  like  to  be  attended  with  fuch 
Confequences,  that  Baron  Pleffe,  who  was  a  very  honeft  Man, 
and  had  ferved  his  Danifh  Majelry  long  as  Prime  Miniller, 
sould  not  digeil  it,  but  refigned  his  Employments. 
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from  Count  Wutchtmeipr ,  Admiral-General  of  So***, 
that  he  would  take  the  very  firft  Opportunity  of  joining 
him  with  the  Squadron  under  his  Command.  Not 
lone;  after  a  Signal  was  made,  as  had  been  agreed  fiom 
Helfingberg ,  that  the  Danijb  Fleet  were  under  Sail  ; 
whereupon  our  Admiral  weighed  Anchor,  and  advanced - 
into  the  Sounds  to  prevent  any  Mifchief  which  might 
otherwife  happen  to  th t  Swedes,  But  the  Danijh  ohips 
anchored  again  on  this  Side  of  the  Grounds,  not  only 
to  guard  the  Paffage,  but  to  prevent  our  joining  with 
the  Swedijf)  Squadron,  which  were  now  come  down  to 
the  South  Side  of  that  Channel.  In  this  Pofture  the 
Fleets  lay  for  fome  Time,  Sir  George  Rooke  expe&ing 
that  the  Swedes  would,  according  to  what  had  been  pro- 
mifed,  have  pufhed  through  ;  which  in  all  Probability 
they  might  have  done  in  lefs  than  two  Hours,  for  it  had 
blown  frefli  at  S.  S.  E.  But  the  Opportunity  being  loft, 
he  got  under  Sail,  and  came  nearer  to  the  Ifland  Huen. 
Mean  while  the  Danes  plyed  towards  him  in  a  Line  of 
Battel,  but  anchored  about  Noon  near  three  Leagues  off 
in  the  Mouth  of  the  Channel  leading  up  to  Copenhagen , 
and  the  Swedes  were  much  about  the  fame  Diftance  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Grounds.  The  Danes  then  en¬ 
deavoured  to  amufe  the  Admiral  with  an  Account  of 
a  Treaty,  in  Hopes  that,  while  it  was  negotiated,  he 
would  fufpend  Hoftilities ;  but  he  purfued  the  Spirit  of 
his  Inftruclions,  which  required  him  to  promote  not  a 
Negotiation,  but  a  Peace,  and  therefore  being  informed 
that  the  Swedifb  Fleet  had  paffed  the  Channel  of  Flin- 

.  '  *  t  *4 

terena  on  the  3d  of  July^  he  failed  the  next  Day,  and 
anchoring  off  Landfcroon ,  the  Swedijh  Fleet  joined  him 
on  the  6th ;  upon  which  the  Danes  retired  into  their 
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Harbour,  where  they  were  very  well  fee  tired  ;  an(j 
though  the  united  Fleets  pretended  to  bombard  them 
in  the  Port  of  Copenhagen ,  yet  either  they  could  not, 
or  would  not,  do  them  much  Mifchief x. 

The  joint  Fleet  confifted  of  fifty-two  Ships  of  the 
Line  ;  but  as  fo  great  a  Strength  was  not  neceflary  to 
keep  in  the  Danes ,  Part  was  detached  for  other  Purpofes, 
for  there  were  fent  to  Gottenburgh  a  Fourth  and  a  Fifth 
Rate  of  the  Englijh ,  and  three  Ships  of  the  States-Gene- 
ral,  to  cover  the  Forces  which  the  King  of  Sweden 
intended  to  tranfport  to  Tonningen ,  on  the  River  of 
Ryder,  and  three  Englijh ,  with  fix  Swedijh ,  together 
with  three  Dutch  Ships,  were  ordered  into  the  South 
Channel  going  into  Copenhagen ,  with  the  Bomb-VeiTels, 
from  whence  they  bombarded  the  Danijh  Fleet  fome 
Hours,  but  not  with  greater  Succefs  than  before  ;  nor 
did  thofe  on  our  Side  receive  any  Damage  from  their 
Shells,  or  the  Shot  from  the  Town  Ships  and  Puntoons 
Preparations  were  now  making  for  a,  vigorous  Defcent 
in  Roge  Bay,  and  between  Copenhagen  and  Elfinore  at 
the  fame  Time  ;  but  the  Winds  being  contrary,  thofe 
Troops  which  embarked  at  Udjledt  being  chiefly  Horfe> 
could  not  get  over  to  the  aforefaid  Bay,  as  was  intend¬ 
ed,  fo  that  they  were  put  on  Shore,  and  ordered  to 
Landfcroon  and  Helfenburg,  to  be  tranfported  from 
thence  ;  and  the  latter  End  of  July  the  King  of  Sweden 
landed  with  about  five  thoufand  Foot  near  four  Miles 
on  this  Side  Elfinore,  without  any  great  Lofs,  although 
the  Danes  had  brought  down  a  Body  of  Horfe  and 

Foot, 
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Foot,  and  three  or  four  Field-Pieces  to  oppofe  them. 
This  quick  Motion  was  intended  to  accelerate  the  Ne¬ 
gotiations  that  were  then  carrying  on,  and  it  had  the 
defired  Effect ;  for  the  Danes,  exceffively  alarmed  at 
fo  unexpected  a  Proceeding,  fent  Orders  to  their  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  at  Pravendale ,  to  fign  the  Preliminaries 
on  the  Terms  propofed  by  the  Mediators ;  and  this  be¬ 
ing  fignified  to  Sir  George  Rooke,  he  refufed  to  let  the 
combined  Fleet  cover  any  longer  the  Defcent  of  the 
Swedes ,  there  being  enough  already  done  to  fecure  a 
Peace,  which  was  figned  on  the  18th  of  Aitgujl,  1700, 
which  left  the  King  of  Sweden  at  Liberty  to  aft  a- 
gainft  the  Czar  and  the  King  of  Poland,  who  had 

both  invaded  his  Dominions  in  this  Juncture  y. 

This  was  extreamly  honourable,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  very  advantageous  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  who 
cannot,  as  I  obferved,  be  at  any  Time,  confident  with 
their  Interefts,  tame  Spectators  of  a  War  in  the  North. 
If  they  had  not  affifted  the  Swedes,  who  were  then  the 
weakeft,  the  Danes  would  have  drawn  the  Negotiation 
into  a  great  Length,  while  their  Allies  were  diftreffing  the 
King  of  Sweden  in  different  Parts  of  his  Dominions  ; 
and  on  the  other  Hand,  if  the  combined  Fleets  had 
afted  as  vigoroufly  as  the  King  of  Sweden  would  have 
had  them,  the  Ifland  of  Z eland  muft  have  been  redu¬ 
ced,  and  perhaps  the  City  of  Copenhagen  taken,  which 
would  have  inclined  the  Ballance  too  much  the  other 
Way.  This  was  the  true  Reafon  that  the  Bombard¬ 
ment  had  fo  little  EffeCt,  and  Sir  George  Rooke  did  not 

affedt 
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affed'  to  conceal  it :  For  when  King  Charles  complained 
to  him,  that  the  Englifh  Bombs  flew  over,  and  the  Dutch 
fell  fhort  of  the  Danijh  Fleet,  and  that  he  wondered  the 
Maritime  Powers  fent  fo  great  a  Strength  to  do  nothing ; 
Admiral  Rooke  ar.fwered  him  very  calmly,  Sir ,  I  was 
fent  hither  toferveyour  Majejly ,  lut  not  to  ruin  the  King  of 
Denmark.  JKhy  theny  teplied  the  King  fmiling,  you 
haz  e  certainly  executed  your  Commiffton ,  and  have  made 
fuch  a  War  as  will  make  a  Peace.  When  the  Bufinefs, 
was  done,  the  combined  Fleets  returned,  and  the  States- 
General  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  prudent  Management  of 
the  Engliji)  Admiral,  that  they  thanked  his  Majefty  for 
having  entruiled  him  with  the  Commiflion.  I  cannot 
help  obfei  ving  upon  this  Occafion,  that  when  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  labour  under  the  Difpleafure 
of  a  powerful  Party  in  England ,  he  was  known  m 
Holland  to  be  the  bell  Officer,  and  greatell  Seaman  of 
the  Age.  This,  perhaps,  was  the  Reafon  that  not* 
withftanding  the  Difference  of  Parties,  King  William 
always  preferved  a  good  Opinion  of  this  Gentleman, 

and  employed  him  as  long  as  he  lived  in  the  molt  im* 

»  ' 

portant  Commands. 

In  Scotland  Things  ran  very  high  on  the  old  Subjed 
of  Complaint,  viz.  the  Ruin  of  the  Darien  Colony. 
Things  were  printed  on  both  Sides  on  purpofe  to  in¬ 
flame  the  Minds  of  the  People,  and  many  thought  that 
it  would  at  laft  have  created  a  Breach  between  the  two 
Nations.  The  Coldnefs  of  the  King’s  Temper  pre¬ 
vented  this ;  he  could  neither  be  heated  by  t{ie  Englijh 
Reprefentations,  or  blown  into  a  Paflion  by  the  hafty 
Reiolutions  of  the  Scotch  Parliament ;  and  his  Mode¬ 
ration  towards  each  of  them,  if  it  did  not  bring  them 

both 
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both  to  a  good  Temper,  which  was  indeed  never  efFedted 
in  his  Reign,  yet  it  gave  him  an  Oppoitunity  to  keep 
the  wifeft  People  in  England  and  in  Scotland ,  firm  to 
his  Government,  while  in  the  mean  Time  many  un- 
forefeen  Accidents  brought  about  the  Ruin  of  the  Scotch 
Company  ;  fo  that  the  Ends  of  their  Englijh  Adverfaries 
were  anfwered,  without  their  having  Recourfe  to  any 
harfli  Means ;  for  after  Captain  Drummond  ran  away 
with  The  Rifing  Sun ,  and  engaged  in  fome  Exploits 
which  had  too  much  the  Air  of  Piracy,  it  was  found 
impracticable  to  reftore  the  Affairs  of  the  Company, 
though  the  Matter  hung  in  fufpenfe,  and  the  Fire  of 
Diifention  lay  raked  up  under  the  Embers  as  long  as 
-King  William  lived,  and  had  like  to  have  blazed  out  in 
the  Reign  of  his  Succeffor  ;  as  will  hereafter  be  Ihewn 

in  its  proper  Place  V  .  - 

We  are  now  to  return  to  Affairs  nearer  home.  The 
Death  of  the  King  of  Spain  changed  all  the  Affairs  of 
Europe ,  and  forced  us,  who  had  fo  lately  made  a  very 
neceffary  Peace,  upon  a  new,  expenfive,  and  dangerous 
War,  contrary  to  the  Genius  at  leaf,  if  not,  as  the 
Patriots  of  thofe  Times  aflerted,  to  the  Intereft  of  the 
Nation a.  It  is  certain  that  the  King  did  all  he  could  to 

avoid 


z  Kennet,  Burnet,  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Sec.  a  In 

order  to  be  fenfible  of  this,  we  need  only  call  our  Eyes  on  the 
following  Paflage  of  my  Lord  Somers’s  Letter  to  King  William, 
dated  from  Tunbridge- Wells,  Auguil  28,  1698,  in  Anfwer 
to  one  written  by  the  King  in  Relation  to  the  firft  Treaty 
of  Partition. 

“  The  fecond  Thing  confidered,  was,  the  very  ill  Profpedl 
“  of  what  was  like  to  happen  upon  the  Death  of  the  King  of 
((  Spain,  in  cafe  nothing  was  done  previoufly,  in  providing 

“  againfl 


t 
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avoid  it ;  and  that  this  was  the  great,  if  not  the  foie 
Foundation  of  the  Partition-Treaties  which  were  fo 
much  exclaimed  againft  by  thofe  whofe  Ready  Oppofi- 
tion  to  a  War,  had  firft  brought  the  King  and  his  Mi- 
niftry  to  think  of  them.  It  has  been  much  difputed, 
whether  the  French  King,  or  the  Confederates,  meant 
leaft  to  keep  thefe  Treaties  when  they  were  made ;  but 
it  fo  falling  out,  that  the  French  King  had  a  fairer  Op¬ 
portunity  of  breaking  the  lad,  than  the  Confederate 
Princes,  this  furnilhed  them  with  an  Opportunity  of 
charging  him  with  Breach  of  Faith,  and  forging  the 
King  of  Spain's  Will  $  which,  however,  were  Things 
believed  by  fuch  only  as  knew  little  of  the  Matter,  lince 
there  never  was  a  State-Refolution  taken  with  better  Ad¬ 
vice,  and  more  Deliberation,  than  that  of  King  Charles 
the  Second’s,  calling  the  Duke  of  Anjou ,  now  King  Phi* 
lip  V.  to  the  Succeffiort.  It  has  been  alfo  faid,  that 

the  proclaiming  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  Death  of 

• 

King  James  II.  by  the  French  King,  was  one  of  the 
Caufes  of  the  War  5  and  whoever  looks  upon  the  pub- 


“  again#  that  Accident,  which  feemed  probably  to  be  very 
“  near  :  The  King  of  France  having  fo  great  a  Force  in  fuch 
“  a  Readinefs,  that  he  was  in  a  Condition  to  take  PoflHiion 
“  of  Spain,  before  any  other  Prince  could  be  able  to  make 
i(  a  Stand.  Your  Majefty  is  the  be#  Judge  whether  this  be 
“  the  Cafe,  who  are  fo  perfedtly  informed  of  the  Circumftan- 
“  ces  of  Parts  abroad. 

“  But  fo  far  as  relates  to  England,  it  would  be  want  of 
“  Duty,  not  to  give  your  Majefty  this  clear  Account.  That 
“  there  is  a  Deadnefs  and  want  of  Spirit  in  the  Nation  uni- 
“  verfally,  fo  as  not  at  all  to  be  difpofed  to  the  Thought  of 
16  entering  into  a  new  War  :  That  they  feem  to  be  tired  out 
u  with  Taxes  to  a  Degree  beyond  what  was  difcerned,  till  it 
“  appeared  upon  the  Occafion  of  the  late  Eleftions.  This  is 

the  Truth  of  the  Fadl  upon  which  your  Majeily  will  deter- 
“  mine  what  Refoiutions  are  proper  to  be  taken. 
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lie  Ads  of  thofe  Times,  I  mean  Declarations,  Ad- 
drefles,  Votes,  fsfr.  will  think  the  Fad  certain  ;  and  yet 
I  am  pretty  confident  it  was  quite  otherwife,  fmee  King 
William  figned  the  grand  Alliance  at  the  Hague,  a 
Week  before  King  James  died.  But  this  Pretence  of 
the  French  King’s  Breach  of  Treaty  and  of  his  Word, 
was  very  plaufible,  and  therefore  it  was  very  prudent  to 
lay  fo  great  Strefs  upon  it,  becaufe  it  ferved  to  raife  the 
Refentments  of  the  Nation,  and  to  excite  that  Spirit 
that  was  wanting,  and  which  much  better  Motives  never 

would  have  raifed  b.# 

I  would  by  no  Means  be  underftood  to  cenfure  this 

War  as  unreafonable  or  unjuft  ;  in  doing  this  I  fhould 

quit  my  Charadter  as  an  Hiftorian,  and  at  the  fame 

Time  write  contrary  to  my  Opinion.  All  I  aim  at  is 

to  diftinguifli  Grounds  from  Pretences,  and  to  juftily 

King 


b  The  citation  in  the  laft  Note,  fufficiently  (hews  the  King  s 
Sentiments,  and  thofe  of  his  Minifter  upon  this  Subjeft;  and 
therefore,  as  I  write  at  fuch  a  Diftance  of  1  ime,  when  Trut.i 
muft  be  ferviceable,  and  can  do  no  hurt,  I  think  i  nave  a 
right  to  fpeak  plainly,  otherwife  I  ftiould  net  have  exercife 
it.  As  to  the  Addrefles  from  all  Parts  of  England  (in  which 
the  French  King’s  Charader  is  very  roughly  treated  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  proclaiming  a  Perfon  whom  fome  call  Prince  01 
Wales,  and  others  an  Impoftor)  I  can  only  fay,  that  it  was 
politically  right  at  that  Time  to  encourage  it.  But  as  to  the 
perfidioufnefs  of  the  French  King,  it  is  not  fo  clear  in  t  is 
Cafe,  becaufe  he  knew  at  the  Time,  King  William  had  nego¬ 
tiated  a  new  Grand  Alliance,  and  confequently  Hood  to  him  in 
'  the  Light  of  his  capital  Enemy.  The  Excufe  indeed  he  made 
for  proclaiming  the  Son  of  King  James  was  trilling,  and  dif- 
ingenuous.  He  faid  it  was  no  Breacii  of  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick, 
becaufe  he  gave  him  the  Title  only  of  King  of  England,  &c. 
but  did  not  aflift  him  to  recover  them.  On  the  other  hand 
King  William  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  new  King  of  Spain,  to 
felicitate  him  on  his  Accefton,  though  he  never  intended  to 
own  him.  Thefe  are  A£ts  of  Policy,  not  of  Perfidy. 
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King  William's  Measures  in  this  refped  from  their  true 
Motives,  rather  than  from  thofe  which  were  ufed  only 
to  colour  them,  in  Compliance  with  the  Nation’s  Tem¬ 
per  at  that  Time,  i  he  King,  who  wras  a  very  great 
Politician,  faw  plainly,  that  the  Spanijh  Succeffion,  if 
it  fell  entirely  into  the  Hands  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^ 
would  leave  it  abfolutely  in  their  Power  to  give  Law 
to  the  rell  of  Europe ,  and  to  deflroy  that  Independency 
fo  neceflary  to  Great  Britain  and  Holland ,  which  yet 
refults  from  the  Ballance  that  had  hitherto  been  kept  be¬ 
tween  that  Family  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria .  He  faw  too 
that  the  Senfe  which  other  Powders  had  of  their  particular 
Grievances,  and  immediate  Danger  from  the  Power  of 
the  French  King,  afforded  the  Means  of  combining  fuch 
a  Force,  as  might  be  able  to  bring  that  Monarch  to  Rea- 
fon,  and  to  confent  to  fuch  an  Eftablifhment  as  would 
leave  Things  in  their  former  State,  and  fecure  the  feve- 
ral  Potentates  of  Europe  in  the  Poffeffion  of  their  juft 
Rights.  This  induced  him  to  engage  reciprocally  Papifts 
and  Proteftants,  to  fupport  each  others  Pretenfions  ;  for 
by  the  Grand  Alliance  Great  Britain  and  the  States  un¬ 
dertook  to  procure  Satisfaction  to  the  Pope ;  as  on  the  o- 
ther  Hand  the  Emperor,  and  other  Catholic  Princes,  Hi- 
pulated  to  fupport  the  Proteftant  Intereft,  and  maintain 
the  Rights  of  the  Maritime  Powers  in  refpect  to  their 
Commerce.  This  it  was  that  made  the  whole  a  com¬ 
mon  Caufe  ;  and  though  thefe  Articles  expofed  the 
Alliance  to  very  popular  Objections  amongft  Party-Men 
at  home  and  abroad,  yet  to  Perfons  of  Judgment  and 
Sagacity,  of  clear  Heads  and  candid  Hearts,  nothing 
could  recommend  it  more.  In  all  Confederacies  the 
Good  of  the  Whole  muft  be  regarded,  and  to  this  the 
•  .  particular 
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particular  Views  of  the  feparate  Princes  and  Powers  who 
compofe  it,  muft  give  Way  ;  and  therefore  if,  confider- 
ing  Things  in  this  Light,  the  general  Alliance  formed  a- 
gainft  France  in  1701,  was  right  and  well  founded,  all 
the  Cavils  raifed  again  ft  it  from  the  Party  Spirit 
that  prevailed  here,  were  equally  frivolous  and  un¬ 
juft  c. 

When  the  Refolution  was  once  formed  to  have  re- 
courfe  again  to  Arms,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Balance 
of  Power,  the  firft  Care  was  taken  of  the  Fleet,  which 
his  Majefty  refolved  fliould  be  much  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  Enemy  ;  his  Majefty  being  extreamly  fenfible  of  the 
ill  Confequences  that  followed  the  want  of  this  falutary 
Precaution  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  War.  Prepara¬ 
tory  to  this  was  the  new  Commiflion  of  the  Admiralty 
in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  170T,  at  the  Head  of  which 
was  placed  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  a  Man  univerfally  be¬ 
loved  and  efteemed.  The  Command  of  the  Fleet  was 
very  judicioufly  bellowed  upon  Sir  George  Rooke ,  who 
on  the  2d  of  July  went  on  Board  The  Triumph  in  the 
Downs ,  where  he  hoifted  the  Flag.  He  foon  after  fail¬ 
ed  to  Spithead ,  where  he  was  quickly  joined  by  the  reft 
of  the  Fleet,  confining  of  forty-eight  Ships  of  the  Line, 
befides  Frigates,  Fire-Ships,  and  fmall  Veflels.  He  had 
under  him  fome  of  the  greateft  Seamen  of  the  Age,  viz. 
Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  Sir  Thomas  Hopfon ,  John  Benbowt 
Efq;  and  Sir  John  Munden ,  he  was  Ipeedily  joined  by 

fifteen 


c  This  is  the  Subftance  of  all  the  State-Trads  that  were 
written  in  thofe  Times,  and  which  ferved,  as  they  generally  do, 
only  to  puzzle  and  confound  People  ;  Whereas  we,  being  now 
out  of  the  reach  of  their  Influence,  fee  Things  as  they  were, 
and  are  able  to  crowd  many  Pamphlets  into  a  Paragraph. 


272  N  AVAL  HISTORX 

fifteen  Dutch  Men  of  War  of  the  Line,  befides  Frigates 
and  fmall  Veffels,  under  the  Command  of  Lieutenant- 
Admiral  Allemondey  Vice-Admiral  Vandergoes,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  iVaeJJenare .  The  Fleet  was  obliged  to  wait  at 
St.  Helen's  untill  the  Middle  of  Augujl  for  want  of  Pro- 
vifions ;  and  when  he  put  to  Sea,  the  Wind  blew  in  a 
few  Hours  fohigh,  that  he  was  obliged  to  put  intoTir- 
bay.  Towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  he  failed 
again ;  and  on  the  2d  of  September  he  detached  Vice- 
Admiral  Benbow  with  a  flout  Squadron  for  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  as  this  was  the  principal  Bufinefs  of  the 
Fleet,  and  indeed  a  Thing  of  itfelf  of  the  higheft  Im¬ 
portance,  the  Admiral  detached  a  flrong  Squadron  of 
Englifh  Ships  under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Mundeny 
and  ten  Sail  of  Dutch  Men  of  War,  befides  Frigates, 
under  Rear-Admiral  Waejfenarey  to  fee  the  Wejl- India 
Squadron  well  into  the  Sea.  The  French  expefted  that 
this  Fleet  would  have  adlual \y  proceeded  to  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  •>  and  indeed,  to  confirm  them  in  this  Belief,  we 
had  demanded  the  free  Ufe  of  the  Spanijh  Harbours :  But 
this  was  only  to  conceal  Things,  and  to  gain  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  fending  a  Squadron  early  to  the  WeJ}-In~ 
dies ,  without  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  the  French  to 
gain  any  exa<5t  Account  of  its  Strength  :  The  Admiral, 
after  performing  this,  cruized  according  to  his  Inftru&i- 
011s  for  fome  Time,  and  then  returned  with  the  largeft: 
Ships  into  the  Downs d. 

After 


d  Ken  net,  Burchet,  Burnet,  See.  thefe  People  feem  to  find 
fault  with  Sir  George  K.ooke,  on  Account  of  his  doing  little 
while  he  was  at  Sea  with  fo  great  a  Fleet.  But  the  Merit  of 
this  Admiral  was,  that  he  always  knew,  and  did  what  was 

to 


> 
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After  this  Fleet  was  font  to  Sea.,  his  Majcity 
thought  proper  to  revoke  his  Letters  Patent  to  the  Corn- 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty *  and  to  appoint  the  Right 
Honourable  'Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery , 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England  and  Ireland ,  and  of  the 
foreign  Plantations.  The  Defign  of  this  Promotion  was, 
to  be  rid  of  the  Difadvantages  attending  a  Board  :  and 
this  End  itanfwered  perfectly  well ;  for  his  Lordfhip  irfr_ 
mediately  fent  away  Captain  Edmund  Loades  to  Cadiz , 
to  bring  home  the  Sea  Stores.,  and  the  Merchants  Effe£ls, 
before  the  War  broke  our  ;  as  alfo  two  Hulks  that  had 
been  left  in  that  Harbour  from  the  Time  of  the  lall  War, 
for  the  greater  Conveniency  of  careening  our  Ships 
which  remained  in  that  Port.  This  the  Captain  with  his 
fmall  Squadron,  confining  but  of  three  Frigates,  effectually 
performed.  His  Lordfhip  alfo  took  the  like  Care  of  our 

t 

Trade  in  other  Parts  i  and  by  his  extraordinary  Pru¬ 
dence,  remarkable  Patience,  and  being  very  eafy  of 
Accefs,  gave  much  more  Satisfaction  both  to  the  Mer¬ 
chants  and  to  the  Officers  of  the  Fleet,  than  any  of  the 
Boards  of  the  Admiralty ,  fince  they  were  fir  ft  introduced, 
had  ever  done.  Indeed  his  Lordfhip’s  Merit  and  Succefs 
in  this  arduous  Employment,  was  fo  confpicuous  and  fo 
univerfally  acknowledged,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  under¬ 
hand  upon  what  Principals-  the  Management  of  the  Fleet 
was  changed  in  the  enfuing  Year,  except  that  it  might 
be  thought  neceflary  to  raife  Prince  George  of  Denmark 
Vo L.  III.  T  tr, 


Vi  * 


to  be  done.  This  was  a  Fleet  of  Amufement,  the  War  v  ..n 
not  declared,  and  therefore,  the  longer  Sir  George  coui  I  keen 
the  French  and  their  Allies  in  Sufpencc,  the  greater  Se-vice  he 
did  5  though,  without  this  Key,  hafty  People  mjitak- 
the  Thing,  and  bel/eve  he  did  no  Service  at  ail. 


.  jf-  ■ 

■  v 
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to  that  Dignity  that  he  might  appear  to  have  a  princi¬ 
pal  Concern  in  advifing  and  managing  Affairs  ;  which, 
however,  was  in  this  Refpedt  but  very  little  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs’s  Advantage,  as  will  be  fhewn  in  our  Account 
of  Tranfadlions  under  the  next  Reign  e. 

The  War  was  now  the  great  Objeft  of  our  Coun¬ 
cils,  as  well  as  thofe  of  France ,  though  hitherto  it  was 
not  declared,  and  Negotiations  (till  were  carried  on  in 
Holland ,  as  if  both  Parties  had  inclined  to  an  amicable 
Determination  of  their  Differences ;  which  was,  how^ 
ever,  the  Intention  of  neither.  The  Expedition  of 
a  Rupture  made  our  Sea- Officers  exceedingly  alert,  and 
put  them  upon  fhewing  their  Mettle  fometimes  a  little 
too  much.  For  Inftance,  the  Marquis  of  Caermar - 
then’s  Yatcht  fired  upon  a  French  Ship  in  the  Harbour 
of  Rotterdam ,  to  oblige  her  to  ftrike,  which  fhe  did 
immediately.  The  Commander  of  the  Yatcht  not 
fatisfied  with  this,  fent  for  the  Mailer  of  the  French 
Velfel  on  Board,  and  obliged  him  to  pay  twelve  Livres 
for  the  Shot.  This  was  complained  of  by  Count 
D'Avaux^  the  French  Miniiler,  in  very  high  Terms ; 
and  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  States  would  have  ex- 
preiled  their  diflike  of  it  at  another  Time,  but  Things 

were 


e  This  is  a  ilrong  Proof  of  King  William's  Juflice  and  good 
Senfe.  Many  of  the  Enemies  of  that  Prince  have  remarked, 
that  he  introduced  here  the  Dutch  Cuilom  of  Boards,  by  putt¬ 
ing  all  great  Offices  into  CommifTion  ;  but  hitherto,  no  body 
has  remarked,  that  when  he  refolved  to  enter  into  a  fecond 
general  War,  he  very  prudently  and  honeilly  altered  this 
Method  in  the  Navy,  by  appointing  a  Lord  High  AdmiraJ  : 
which  (hews,  that  he  was  more  intemt  on  the  Nation’s  being 
well  ferved  at  Sea,  than  on  his  Minilltirs  being  well  iupported 
in  the  Houle  of  Commons. 
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were  then  in  fuch  a  Situation,  that  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  animadvert  on  thefe  Accidents,  whatever 
might  have  been  thought  of  them  at  another  I  ime. 
The  States  indeed  were  obliged  to  unite  themfelves  cloler 
than  ever  to  Great  Britain ,  fince  their  Safety,  as  well  as 
ours,  depended  on  the  Force  of  this  Alliance,  as  that 
did  on  our  Union  f. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  Preparations,  however,  Care 
was  taken  of  a  Point  which  nearly  concerned  Trade, 
and  that  was  the  uniting  the  two  Eaf -India  Companies ; 
which  was  done  under  an  A6t  of  Arbitration,  wherein 
Lord  Godolpbin  and  Mr.  Harley ,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Oxford ,  were  for  the  Oid  Company,  and  Lord  Hali¬ 
fax  for  the  New.  By  this  Inftrument  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  Old  Company’s  Stock  in  the  Funds,  fhould  be 
transferred  to  the  New  ;  and  that  the  Old  Company 
fhould  purchafe  of  the  New  as  touch  of  their  Stock 
as,  with  that  which  was  transferred  by  the  Old,  fhould 
make  up  a  Moiety  of  the  Capital  of  the  united  Com¬ 
panies.  The  Old  Company  were  like  wife  to  give  an 
Equivalent  for  the  New  Company’s  dead  Stock.  Du¬ 
ring  feven  Years,  each  Company  was  to  have  an  equal 

T  2  Power 


f  This  fleadinefs  of  the  States  was  chiefly  owing  to  their 
Confidence  in  King  William ;  which,  without  Queition,  in¬ 
duced  them  to  enter  into  this  long  and  dangerous  War,  though 
they  were  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the  former.  His  Majefty ,  no 
doubt,  prefled  them  to  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  their  Intereft, 
as  it  really  was,  and  ours  too.  Yet,  fuch  has  been  the  Vio¬ 
lence  of  Parties,  that  the  Tories  here  have  charged  King- 
William  with  making  us  Principals  in  this  War,  to  ferve  the 
Dutch,  while  the  Patriots  in  Holland,  have  loaded  his  Me¬ 
mory  with  the  Imputation  of  facrificing  the  Intereft  of  the 
Republic  to  thofe  of  his  three  Kingdoms.  It  is  hard  to  fay, 
which  is  moft  wonderful,  the  Wifdom  and  Integrity  of  die 
King,  or  the  Ingratitude  of  the  People  in  both  Countries. 
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Power  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Fund  and  Trade  ; 
and  to  that  End  twelve  Perfons  were  to  be  yearly  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  genera!  Courts  of  each  Company  re- 
fpeftively,  who  were  to  be  (tiled,  Managers  of  the 
United  Trade  to  India;  and  after  thefe  feven  Years  were 
expired,  the  Old  Company  were  to  furrender  their 
Charters,  and  the  New  Company  was  thenceforward 
to  change  its  Stile,  and  to  be  called,  The  United 
Company  of  Merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft-lndies :  and 
this  Agreement  was  the  Foundation  of  that  Compact, 
which  has  fubfifted  with  fo  great  Credit  to  themfelves, 
and  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  ever  fince 

One  of  the  Jafh  Adis  of  King  William's  Adminiltra- 
tion  was  a  folemn  Mefiage  to  the  lower  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  in  Relation  to  a  Union  between  Eng - 
la?2d  and  Scotland ,  in  which  he  faid,  “  He  fhould  elteem 
it  a  peculiar  Felicity,  if  #  during  his  Reign  fome 
“  happy  Expedient,  for  making  both  Kingdoms  one, 
might  take  Place  ;  and  therefore  he  was  extreamly 
“  defirous  a  Treaty  for  this  Purpofe  might  be  fet  on 

_  9 

<c  Foot,  which  he  therefore  recommended  in  the  molt 
4C  earned:  Manner  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.”  In 
Compliance  with  this  Mefiage,  the  Houfe  did  appoint 
a  Day  to  confider  of  the  Propofition  contained  therein; 
but  the  Death  of  the  King  prevented  their  coming  to 
any  Refolution,  Before  this  happened,  howTever,  they 
refolved  that  40,000  Men  fliould  be  granted  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Fleet  in  the  enfuing  Year,  and  (hewed  fuch 
an  Inclination  to  enter  heartily  into  all  Meafures  ne- 

ceflary 


s  Rennet’s  Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  Burnet,  Oldmixon, 
Life  of  King  William,  &c. 
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Ceffary  to  render  the  grand  Alliance  effeftual  towaids 
the  Ends  for  which  it  was  made,  that  the  French ,  who 
little  expected  that  fuch  a  Spirit  would  be  (hewn  in 
this  Parliament,  were  much  furprized,  as  eafily  fore- 
feeing  that  the  new  War  would  diftrefs  them  much  more 

than  the  old  had  ever  done  h. 

His  extraordinary  Attention  to  Bufinefs  is  thought  to 
have  haftened  the  King’s  Deceafe,  which  happened  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1701-2,  about  eight  in  the  Morning. 
He  died,  as  he  lived,  with  great  Steadinefs  of  Mind,  and 
{hewed  himfelf,  in  his  laft  Moments,  as  much  a  Hero 
as  he  had  ever  done  in  the  Field.  I  ought  now  to  fay 
fomewhat  of  this  Prince’s  Character,  and  to  fum  up  all 
with  a  general  View  of  the  principal  Events  in  his 
Reign  ;  but  as  I  have  already  treated  very  copioufly  of 
fuch  as  have  any  Affinity  with  the  principal  Defign 
of  this  Work,  and  as  the  Fame  of  King  William  FI. 
{lands  in  no  need  of  my  feeble  Affiitance,  I  (hall  con¬ 
tent  myfelf  with  faying,  that  never  any  Prince  better 
underftood  the  general  Intereft  of  Europe ,  or  purfued 
it  with  greater  Firmnefs ;  and  that  whatever  unlucky 
Accidents  fell  out  in  his  Reign  to  the  Prejudice  of  our 
Affairs,  were  not  fo  much  owing  to  any  Miftakes  in 
his  Conduft,  as  to  the  Circumltances  of  the  Times, 
our  own  unfortunate  Divifions,  and  the  fatal  Con- 
fequences  of  both 

T  3  The 


h  I  do  not  take  this  upon  the  Credit  of  Larrey  and  other 
Hiftorians  of  his  Rank,  but  from  the  belt  French  Memoirs 
that  I  have  met  with  *,  in  which  it  is  confeffed,  that  their  Court 
was  deceived  by  the  ftrong  Aijurances  given  them  by  the  late 
King’s  Party,  who,  to  do  them  Juftice,  were  in  all  Probability 
deceived  themfelves,  *  The  Reader,  if  he  is  inclined  to 

purfuq 
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The  only  Thing  now  left  to  be  performed,  before 
we  proceed  to  another  Chapter,  is  the  colledting,  as  far 
as  the  /lender  Memoirs  that  have  come  to  our  Hands 
will  allow,  fome  Account  of  the  moft  eminent  Seamen 
who  died  in  this  Reign ;  and  in  treating  of  thefe  the 
Reader  is  defired  to  remember,  that  no  Party  is  efpoufed  ; 
that  every  Man  is  confidered  as  a  Perfon  of  Worth  and 
Honour,  fo  far  as  he  purfued  his  Principles,  and  was  juft 
to  the  Prince  he  ferved,  and  faithful  to  the  Intereft  of 
his  Country.  By  the  Help  of  this  neceflary  and  well- 
founded  Diftindtion,  we  fhall  be  able  to  do  ftrict  Juftice 
to  all  thofe  brave  Men  who  expofed  their  Lives  in  their 
Country’s  Service  at  Sea,  of  what  Party  foever  they 
tt'ere,  or  were  reputed ;  which  however  hath  been  lei- 
dom  done  in  a  Work  of  this  Kind,  where,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  Heroes  are  all  on  one  Side,  and  there  are 
none  but  indifferent  People  on  the  other.  Whereas  in 
Truth  there  is  no  Foundation  for  fuch  Characters,  ho¬ 
ned  and  brave  Men  being  found  alike  on  both  Sides, 
though  they  have  fometimes  had  the  Misfortune  to  be 
hated  and  defamed  by  fuch,  as  have  lefs  Regard  to  Me¬ 
rit  than  Opinion,  and  who  thought  it  excufable  to  raife 
a  Clamour  againft  a  great  Man  in  an  oppofite  Intereft, 
though  they  were  fenfible  this  Clamour  fprung  from 
Prejudice,  and  not  any  Love  to  Juftice.  Thefe  Re¬ 
flections 


purfue  this  Suhjedt  farther,  may  confult  Kennet,  Barnet,  Old- 
mixon,  the  Life  of  King  William,  &c.  where  he  will  often 
find,  that  Flattery  is  as  dangerous  to  the  Reputation  of  a  Prince, 
as  Prejudice  itfelf.  Some  Writers,  out  of  pure  Zeal,  would 
make  King  William  more  than  Man;  and  others,  blinded  by 
Malice,  refufe  to  fee  what  his  Actions  made  vifible  to  all  the 
World,  that  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  Men,  in  every  Refpe£t, 
pf  the  Age  in  which  he  lived. 
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fleftions  I  thought  neceflary,  to  prevent  the  Reader  s 
being  furprized  with  what  he  meets  with  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Pages,  wherein  I  have  as  much  difregarded  the  com¬ 
mon  Cry,  as  I  have  been  careful,  by  an  accurate  Com- 
parifon  of  Fads,  to  come  as  near  in  every  Inftance  as  I 
could,  to  the  naked  Truth,  which  when  difcovered,  I 
have  neither  exaggerated  nor  concealed. 

Memoirs  of  GEORGE  LEGGE ,  Baron  of 
•  Dartmouth ,  &c. 

♦ 

IF  remarkable  Loyalty,  and  a  Heady  Adherance  to 
the  Intereft  of  the  Prince  who  raifed  him,  joined 
with  all  the  Abilities  requifite  to  fill  the  many  high  Em¬ 
ployments  he  pofleiled,  ought  to  render  the  Memory  of 
a  Man  valuable  to  Pofterity,  then  the  Memoirs  of  Lord 
Dartmouth  defer ve  our  utmoft  Attention.  For  he  was, 
even  in  the  Opinion  of  fuch  as  were  not  his  Friends, 
one  of  the  abJeft  and  bell  Men  of  the  Age  in  which 
he  lived  ;  or,  to  exprefs  it  in  the  Words  of  a  Writer  who 
ought  always  to  meet  with  Credit  when  he  fpeaks  well 
of  the  Dead,  Ehe  worthieji  Nobleman  of  the  Court  of 
King  James  II. a  to  whofe  Fortunes  he  adhered,  though 

T  4  he 


aThe  Author  mentioned  in  the  Text  is  Bifhop  Burnet,  whofe 
Chara&er  of  this  Noble  Lord,  is  to  be  found  towards  the 
end  of  his  firfh  Volume.  What  he  fays  of  him  is  fo  juft  and 
generous,  that  it  deferves  the  Reader’s  Notice.  That  Prelate, 
fpeaking  of  the  Uneafinefs  King  James  was  under,  on  the  fitt¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Dutch  Fleet  in  1688,  and  of  the  Preparations  he 
made  for  the  defending  himfelf,  proceeds  thus.  “  He  recall- 
ed  Strickland,  and  gave  the  Command  to  the  Lord  Dart- 
**  mouth ;  who  was  indeed  one  of  the  worthieft  Men  of  his 
"  Court,  He  loved  him,  and  had  been  long  in  his  Service, 

4<  and 


1 
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lie  had  always  oppofed  the  Councils  which  were  the 
Caufes  of  his  Diftrefs. 

The  Family  of  Legge  came  over  hither  from  Italy , 
where  to  this  Day  the  eldeft  Branch  are  Nobles  of  Ve¬ 
nice  b-  Here  in  England  there  are  two  flourifhing  Fa¬ 
milies  of  this  Name  ;  one  in  Herefordshire ,  the  other 
fettled  at  Legge' s-P lace  near  Tunbridge  in  Kent ,  from 
whom  the  prefen t  Earls  of  Dartmouth  are  lineal  De¬ 
fendants,  as  coming  in  a  dire£l  Line  from  Thomas  Legge , 
of  that  Place,  who  was  Sheriff  of  London  in  1343,  and 
twice  Lord  Mayor,  and  twice  Reprefentative  for  the 
City  in  Parliament0.  In  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  the 
Family  fettled  in  Ireland ,  where  Edward  Legge ,  Efq; 
was  Vice-Prefident  of  Munjler ,  and  died  in  the  Year 
-  1616,  leaving  behind  him  a  very  numerous  Pofterity, 
viz.  fix  Sons  and  feven  Daughters,  all  of  them  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  great  Merit,  and  feveral  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  efpecially  by  living  to  a  very  extraordinary  Age  ; 
Elizabeth ,  the  eldeft,  to  105  ;  Margaret ,  w’ho  married 
Mr.  Fitz- Gerald ,  to  upwards  of  an  100,  and 
the  Wife  of  William  Anthony ,  Efq;  who  died  in  1702, 
aged  1 12  d.  But  Jet  us  now  return  to  the  Perfon  whofe 
Adlions  we  are  to  record. 

He 


and  in  his  Confidence  ;  but  was  much  againft  all  the  Con- 
“  duel  of  his  Affairs  :  Yet  he  refolved  to  flick  to  him  at 

all  Hazards”. 

bHift.  de  Venife,  par  le  Sieur  Amelot,  de  la'  Houffai,  Tom. 
ii-  c  See  Stow?s  Survey  of  London,  in  the  Years  1346 

and  1353.  As  to  his  being  in  Parliament  for  the  City,  I  have 
that  in  a  MSS.  Lift  of  Members  for  London,  in  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  he  was  chofen  in  1349  and  1332.  d  Thefe  Par¬ 

ticulars  are  chiefly  collected  from  Memoirs  of  the  Family ; 
though  they  are  likewise  confirmed  by  feveral  Monumental 
Lifcriptions. 
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He  was  the  eldeft  Son  of  the  famous  Colonel  William 
Legge  Groom  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  King  Cbai  les  I.  and 
a  moft  conftant  Follower  of  all  his  Fortunes.  Soon  after 
the  Reftoration  his  Father  thought  proper  to  fend  him 
to  Sea,  under  the  Care  of  that  great  and  gallant  Admi¬ 
ral,  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  in  the  firft  Dutch  War  in 
1665,  when  Mr.  Legge  was  barely  feventeen c.  He 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  all  the  Atfions  of  that  and  the 
fucceeding  Year,  by  fuch  remarkable  Teftimonies  of 
Conduft  as  well  as  Courage,  that,  in  thole  Days  when 
Naval  Preferments  were  earned  before  they  were  enjoyed, 
he  was  without  Envy  raifed  to  the  Command  of  The 
Pembroke ,  in  1667,  when  he  was  yet  fhort  of  twen¬ 
ty  f* 

After  the  Peace,  he  applied  himlelf  affiduoufly  to 
the  Study  of  the  Mathematics,  efpecially  to  fuch  Branch¬ 
es  as  have  Relation  to  the  Military  Art ;  and  having 
attained  to  great  Skill  as  an  Engineer,  he  was  employed 
by  his  Majefty  in  that  Character,  and  in  1669  fucceed- 
ed  his  Father  in  the  Command  of  an  Independant  Com¬ 
pany  of  Foot.  In  1671  he  was  made  Captain  of  The 
Fairfax ,  and  in  1672  of  The  Royal  Catherine ,  in  which 
he  ferved  with  the  higheft  Reputation,  having  beat  the 
Dutch  out  of  her,  who  boarded  her  while  Ihe  was  fink¬ 
ing,  and  after  he  had  flopped  her  Leaks,  brought  her 
fafe  into  Harbour}  in  which  defperate  Service  he  received 
feveral  Wounds.  In  acknowledgment  of  this  and  o- 

ther 


«  The  Reafon  of  his  going  to  Sea  under  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
was,  becaufe  of  his  near  Relation  to  the  Legge  Family,  his 
Mother,  being  fecond  Siller  to  Colonel  William  Legge,  this 
Gentleman’s  Father.  f  This,  and  feveral  other  Particu¬ 

lars,  are  taken  from  the  Family  Memoirs. 
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ther  Marks  of  Military  Virtue  fliewn  in  that  memorable 
Year,  he  was,  towards  the  End  of  it,  made  Lieute¬ 
nant  Governor  of  Portfmouth ,  under  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  James  Duke  of  York.  In  1673  he  was  made  Go¬ 
vernor  of  that  Place,  and  at  the  fame  Time  Mailer  of 

the  Hcrfe,  and  Gentleman  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the 

Duke 

In  1677  he  was  added  as  an  Affiftant  in  the  Board 
of  Ordnance,  with  a  Salary  of  300  /.  per  Annum ;  and 
the  fame  Year  was  promoted  to  the  Rank  of  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  had  alfo  a  Regiment 
of  F  oot  bellowed  upon  him.  'J  hefe  extraordinary 
Marks  of  Royal  Favour  were  foon  followed  by  itill 
greater  Teilimonies  of  Eiteem  and  Confidence;  for  in 
1681  he  was  fworn  of  the  Privy  Council  to  King 
Charles  II.  and  in  1682  had  a  fpecial  Commiffion  to  view 
all  the  Forts  and  Garrifons  throughout  the  Kingdom  of 
.England,  and  was  alfo  conilituted  and  appointed  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  On  the  2d  of  December,  in  the  fame 
Year,  he  was,  by  Letters  Patent,  raifed  to  the  Digni¬ 
ty  of  a  Peer  of  this  Realm,  by  the  Title  of  Baron  of 
Dartmouth ,  in  the  County  of  Devon.  With  Remainder, 
in  Cafe  of  Failure  of  his  IlTue  Male,  to  his  Brother 
William  Legge,  Efq;  and  his  Iflue ;  and  in  the  Preamble 
of  the  Patent,  his  own,  and  his  Father’s  Services,  are 
very  juftly  and  gratefully  acknowledged h. 

In 


g  See  the  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  War,  p.  no.  h  The 
Preamble  of  this  Patent  recites,  “  That  his  Majefty  remem- 
bnng  the  great  Merits  of  William  Legge,  one  ot  the  Grooms 
ot  the  Royal  Bed-chamber  to  his  late  Father  King  Charles 
the  f  lrit,  especially  in  that  unparellei’d  Rebellion  raifed 

M  agairvft 
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In  1683,  the  King  finding  it  impoflible  to  fupport 
the  Garrifon  of  Tangier  out  of  his  own  Revenue,  and 
having  little  Hopes  of  obtaining  any  Supply  for  that 
Purpofe  from  a  Parliament  (his  laft  having  (hewn  a  re¬ 
markable  Diflike  to  the  keeping  up  of  Forces  there)  re- 
folved,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe  Sums  it  had  coft 
him  in  fortifying  the  Place,  and  in  building  a  Mole, 
which  rendered  the  Port  both  convenient  and  fafe,  to 
deftroy  the  whole,  and  to  bring  back  the  Troops  he  had 
there  into  England.  The  Management  of  this  Affair 
required  great  Secrecy,  and  much  Condudt  in  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  and  this  probably  determined  the  King 
to  make  Ufe  of  Lord  Dartmouth ,  who  was  appointed 
Governor  of  Tangier ,  and  General  of  his  Majefly  6 
Forces  in  Africa ,  as  well  as  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  execute  his  Inftrudlions,  which 
he  did  very  exactly  and  effe&ually  ;  fo  that  on  his  Re¬ 
turn  home,  the  King  was  pleafed  to  make  him  a  Grant 
pf  10,000  4  as  a  Reward  for  that  Service,  befides  other 
Acknowledgments  \ 

Upon 


<s  again!!  him,  in  which,  being  a  Perfon  of  fmgular  Skill  and 
(c  Experience  in  Military  Affairs,  as  alfo  a  valiant  and  ex- 
<£  pert  Commander,  he  faithfully  ferved  him  in  moil  of  the 
“  Battles  a«d  Sieges  of  theffe  unhappy  Times :  Alfo  perform- 
“  ed  feveral  eminent  Services  to  the  faid  King,  fince  his  moil 
**  happy  Refloration.  And  further,  confidering  that  George 
4<  Legge,  eldeft  Son  of  the  faid  William,  following  his  Fa- 
ther’s  Steps  in  divers  Military  Employments,  efpecially  in 
“  fundry  fharp  and  dangerous  Naval  Fights,  wherein  he  did 
‘c  freely  hazard  his  Life,  for  which  Refpett  being  made  Ge- 
“  neral  of  the  Ordnance  and  Artillery,  and  one  of  his  moft 
“  Honourable  Privy  Council,  his  Majefty  thought  fit  to  dignify 
him  with  fome  further  Honour,  & c.” 

1  Particularly  a  Grant  of  a  Fair  to  be  held  twice  a  Year,  and 
a  Market  twice  a  Week,  upon  Blackheath,  in  the  Parilh  of 

Lewiiham 
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Upon  the  Acceffion  6f  King  James  II.  his  Lordffiip 
met  with  all  the  Teftimonies  of  Royal  Favour  and 
Friendfhip  which  his  many  Services,  and  unfpotted 
Fidelity  to  that  Prince,  deferved ;  for  he  not  only  con¬ 
tinued  him  in  all  his  Offices  he  then  poffefled,  but  raifed 
him  alfo  to  Polls  of  ftill  greater  Confequence,  fo  that 
he  was  at  once  Matter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  King,  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Ordna?ice>  Conttable  of  the  'Tower  of 
London ,  Captain  of  an  Independant  Company  of  Foot, 
and  one  of  the  Privy-Council.  Thefe  Employments 
he  executed  with  fo  great  Diligence  and  Reputation, 
that  he  flood  as  high  in  the  Favour  of  the  People,  as  he 
did  in  that  of  his  Prince,  and  was  always  confidered  as 
the  greateft  Encourager  of  Merit,  and  the  molt  upright 
Man  in  the  Adminiftration  of  public  Affairs,  that  the 
Age  produced.  He  preferved  the  Affedlion  and  Con¬ 
fidence  of  his  Matter  to  the  laft,  and  yet  he  was  fo 
far  from  giving  in  to  the  King’s  fatal  Inclinations  to 
introduce  Popery  and  Arbitrary  Government,  that  he 
oppofed  all  Councils  looking  either  Way,  with  much 
Firmnefs  and  Freedom,  though  he  took  Care  to  reftrain 
all  his  Remonftrances  within  the  juft  Bounds  of  Duty 
and  Decency  k. 

In  1687,  King  James  making  a  fhort  Progrefs,  and 
Lord  Dartmouth  attending  him  therein,  at  Coventry  the 

City 


Lewilham,  in  the  County  of  Kent.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve  here,  that  the  great  difficulty  in  executing  his  Com- 
miffion  in  Tangier,  was,  to  blow  up  all  the  Works  there,  with¬ 
out  expofing  the  Garrifon  to  the  Moors ;  which  Service  he  per¬ 
formed  with  equal  Caution  and  Succefs. 

k  Kennet’s  Compleat  Hiltory  of  England,  Burnet,  Oldmixon, 
&c. 
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City  preferred  his  Majefty  with  a  large  Gold  Cup  and 
Cover,  which  he  gave  immediately  to  his  Lordfhip, 
and  that  too  with  a  Compliment  as  generous  as  the 
Prefent.  “  I  would  have  your  Lordfhip,  Paid  he,  re¬ 
st  ceive  this  Cup  and  Cover,  as  a  Mark  of  the  City  of 
«  Coventry's  Concern  for  the  Sufferings  of  your  Father 
in  it.”  For  in  the  Time  of  the  Civil  Wars,  old 
Colonel  William  Legge  had  remained  long  a  Prifoner  in 
Coventry  Goal,  after  being  taken  at  the  Battel  of  Wbr- 
cejltr *  l. 

When  it  was  abfolutely  certain  that  the  Prince  of 

Orange  intended  to  invade  England ,  King  James  faw 
the  Neceflity  of  employing  fome  more  confiderable 
Perfon  than  Sir  Roger  Strickland ,  who  had  hitherto 
commanded  the  Fleet,  and  whofe  being  a  Papijl  ren¬ 
dered  him  very  difagreeabie  to  the  Seamen.  In  this 
Situation  of  Things,  his  Majefty  certainly  made  a 
very  proper  Choice  of  Lord  Dartmouth ,  for  the  impor¬ 
tant 


1  This  Story  of  his  Father’s  Sufferings  at  Coventry,  certainly 
deferves  the  Reader’s  Notice  ;  and  therefore,  not  to  be  wanting 
either  to  his  Entertainment,  or  to  the  Illuftration  of  the  Hiftory, 

I  Subjoin  it  here.  The  great  Share  Colonel  William  Legg-e 
had  in  the  Favour  of  King  Charles  I.  made  him  fo  obnoxious 
to  the  Rump,  that  they  intended  to  have  executed  him,  as 
they  did  the  Earl  of  Derby,  for  being  in  Arms  againft  them  ; 
and  with  that  View,  they  confined  him  in  Coventry  Goal. 
His  Lady  knowing  their  Cruelty,  and  having  tried  all  her 
Intereft  with  the  People  in  Power,  in  vain,  at  laft  contrived  a 
very  artful  Method  for  making  his  Efcape,  which  was  as  fuc- 
eefsfully  executed.  With  this  View,  (he  hired  an  old  Woman 
to  lend  him  her  Cloaths,  which  he  put  on,  and  having  a  Clofe- 
ftool-pan  well  filled  between  his  Flands,  the  Smell  kept  the 
Keepers  at  inch  a  Biftance,  that  he  walked  fairly  off,  without 
their  making  any  Enquiries.  After  the  Murder  of  King 
Charles  I.  he  was  much  about  the  Perfon  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
which  infpired  his  Majefty  with  a  great  Tendernefs  for  his 
Family, 
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tant  Office  of  Admiral,  fince  no  Man  had  greater  Abi¬ 
lities,  fcarce  any  fo  great  an  Affe&ion  for  his  Majefty’s 
Perfon,  or  fo  hearty  a  Zeal  for  his  Intereft,  His  Lordfhip 
was  much  beloved  by  the  Seamen,  and  fo  univerfally 
efteemed  by  the  Officers  of  the  Navy,  that  he  very  foon 
put  his  P  leet  in  a  Pofture  fit  for  Service  ;  and  though, 
as  I  have  fliewn  el fe where,  it  has  been  ftrongly  report¬ 
ed,  that  his  Lordfhip  declined  fighting  the  Dutch  Fleet, 
yet  it  is  certain  that  it  was  never  in  his  Powers  and 
that,  if  it  had,  both  he  and  his  Officers  would  have  per¬ 
formed  what  they  took  to  be  their  Duty.  But  after 
being  feverely  ruffled  by  a  Storm,  the  Fleet  was  forced 
into  Portfmouth ,  where  his  Lordfhip  quitted  the  Com¬ 
mand  to  Sir  John  Berry ,  and  returned  to  London  m. 
After  the  Revolution,  Lord  Dartmouth  lived  quietly, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  new  Government ;  yet  was  al¬ 
ways  fufpedfed  to  retain  his  old  Sentiments  for  the  Per¬ 
fon  who  had  been  fo  long,  and  withal  fo  kind  a  Matter. 
Por  this  Reafon,  and  on  Account  of  fome  Suggeflions 
that  he  carried  on  a  fee  ret  Correfpondence  with  the 
abdicated  King,  he  was  committed  Prifoner  to  the  Lower 
of  London,  While  he  continued  there,  fome  Rumours 
flew  abroad  of  his  being  ill  treated,  which  had  fuch  an 
Lffedt  on  the  Sailors,  who  loved  him  as  their  Father, 
that  they  afiembled  in  great  Bodies  on  Lower- Hill , 
where  they  exprefled  their  Refentments  in  fuch  Lan- 

i  guage 


In  K  tae  Second  Volume,  we  have  already  given  fo  full  an 
Account  of  this  Affair,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to  add  any 
thing  moie  here,  except  that  Lord  Dartmouth  laid  down  his 
Command  as  ioon  as  he  carne  on  Shore  i  and  when  he  could 

not  ad  for  his  Majefly,  would  net,  as  another  Favourite  did, 

1  act  again!!  him. 


) 
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guage,  that  it  was  at  length  found  expedient  to  defire 
Lord  Dartmouth  to  confer  with  them  \  and  on  his  al¬ 
luring  them  that  the  Report  they  had  heard  was  void 
of  any  Foundation,  they  gave  a  chearful  Huzza,  and 
difperfed  immediately. 

I  t  is  thought,  however,  that  his  Confinement,  and 
the  want  of  his  ufual  Exercife,  might  contribute  to  the 
ftiortening  his  Days ;  for  on  the  21ft  of  October ,  1691* 
he  was  feized  with  an  Apoplexy  ,  which  put  an  End  to 
his  Life,  in  the  44th  Year  of  his  Age  n. 

His  Relations  applied  themfelves,  on  his  Deceafe,  to 
the  Conftable  of  the  Tower>  then  Lord  Lucas ,  for 
Leave  to  remove  his  Body,  in  order  to  its  Interment  s 
which  his  Lordfhip  fcrupied,  without  Diredfions  from 
the  King.  But  upon  Application  made  to  his  Majefly, 
he  not  only  directed  that  the  Body  fhould  be  delivered 
to  his  Lordfhip’s  Relations,  but  upon  his  being  informed 
that  they  intended  to  bury  it  near  the  Remains  of  his 
Father,  in  the  Little  Minories  Church,  in  a  Vault  be¬ 
longing  to  his  Family,  his  Majefty  gave  further  Orders, 
that  all  fuch  Marks  of  Refpedt  fhould  be  paid  at  his 
Funeral,  as  would  have  been  due  to  him,  if  he  had 
died  poflefied  of  all  his  Employments.  Which  is  a  Cir- 
cumitance  equally  honourable  to  the  Memory  of  King 
William  and  Lord  Dartmouth ,  fince  it  fhews  Im¬ 
partiality  and  Greatnefs  of  Soul  in  the  former,  and  the 
true  Merit  of  the  latter,  which  produced  fuch  a  Tefti- 
mony  of  Refpedl  from  fo  penetrating  a  Judge0. 

A 

W"  ' .  -  . .  '  — - '  - - - ' 


n  King  James  received  the  News  of  his  Death  with  great 
Concern,  and  faid  with  a  Sigh,  then  faithful  Will.  Legg’s 
honeifc  Son  George  is  dead  ;  I  nave  few  iuch  Servants  now. 
0  This  is  taken  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Family, 

1 —  0 
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A  Monument  of  white  Marble,  adorned  with  a  pro¬ 
per  Infcription,  was  eredted  to  the  Memory  of  his 
Lordfhip,  by  his  Confort  Barbara ,  Baronefs  of  Dart¬ 
mouth,  who  was  the  Daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Archbold, 

of  Stafford/hire,  who  died  in  1718,  and  lies  buried  there 
by  him  p. 

his  Lordfhip  had  by  her  an  only  Son  William ,  who 
is  at  prelent  Lari  of  Dartmouth ,  fo  created  by  her  JMa- 
jefty  Queen  Anne,  in  the  tenth  Year  of  her  Reign. 
IJis  Lordlhip  had  alfo  the  Honour  of  being  Secretary  of 
State,  and  afterwards  '•  Lord  Privy  Seal  in  the  fame 
Reign,  and  difcharged  both  thofe  high  Offices  with  that 
Integrity  hereditary  in  his  Lordfhip’s  Noble  Family,  and 
which  has  been  for  many  Years  no  lels  conipicuous  in 
his  private  Life. 

1 

Memoirs  of  Sir  JOHN  BERRY. \  Knt 
Rear-Admiral  of  England. 

THERE  cannot  be  a  ftronger  Tefiimony  of  real 
Merit,  than  a  Man’s  furmounting  by  his  Spirit  and 
Diligence  a  long  Series  of  Crofles  and  Misfortunes,  and 
thereby  forcing  himfelf  as  it  were  into  an  eafier  Situa¬ 
tion,  and  by  Degrees  into  a  Condition  worthy  his  De- 
fert.  Fortitude  in  fuffering  is  a  Virtue  no  lefs  honour¬ 
able  than  Courage  in  atchieving,  and  the  Diftreffes  of 
Heroes,  like  the  Shades  in  a  fine  Pi&ure,  throw  a  grace¬ 
ful  Light  on  the  brighter  Fans  of  tile  Piece,  and  there- 

by 


p  Lifcription  is  very  long,  otherwife  we  fhould  have  j»- 
fened  it,  and  his  Lordfhip’s  Memory  too  frtfh,  to  make  this 
pafs  for  an  indifferent  Excufe. 
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by  confiderably  heighten  its  Beauties.  This  Obfervatiori 
cannot  more  fully  be  illuftrated,  than  it  will  be  by  the 
Account  wt  are  to  give  of  the  Life  and  Actions  of  Sir 
John  Berry>  who  (without  any  Affiftance,  other  than 
refulted  from  the  Admiration  of  his  Courage  and  Con- 
dud)  arrived  at  the  Dignity  of  Rear-Admiral  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  {hared  the  Confidence  of  three  fucceeding 
Kings. 

The  Family  of  ihzBerrfsm  Devonfhire  were  feat- 
ed  at  Berry  -  Nerber ,  near  Ilf dr  comb  ,  where  they  had 
flourifhed  for  fome  hundreds  of  Years  \  But  the  Fa-* 
ther  of  our  gallant  Sea-Officer  was  never  in  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  Circumfiances.  He  owed  his  Reputation, 
which  ffcill  fubfilts  in  his  County,  not  to  the  Goods  of 
Fortune,  but  to  his  Learning  and  Abilities  \  and  above 
all  to  his  Courage  and  Loyalty.  He  was  a  Clergyman* 
and  Vicar  of  Knowejlon  and  Molland  in  that  County* 
where  he  difcharged  his  Duty  with  equal  Fidelity  to 
the  Church,  and  to  the  State.  For  this,  the  Saints  of 
thofe  Times  not  only  turned  him  out  of  his  Livings, 
but  plundered  his  Houfe,  and  took  even  his  Bed  from 
under  him  ;  all  which  they  fold  by  public  Auction,  ex¬ 
cept  his  Books,  which  being  a  large  and  valuable  Col¬ 
lection,  they,  to  fhew  their  Moderation  and  Genero**- 
fity,  befiowed  them  upon  an  Independant  Preacher, 
Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Daniel  Berry  died  of  Grief  and 
Want,  in  the  45th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  left  behind 
him  a  Widow,  Elizabeth ,  Daughter  of  John  Moorey 
VoL.  III.  u  nf 


\  \  > 

a  P°Ie’s  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  MS.  This  Village  lies  in 
Branton  Hundred  in  the  Middle  between  Combe-Merton,  and 
Ilfarcombe,  at  a  fmnll  Diitance  from  the  Sea,  and  about 
twenty-fever;  Miles  from  Exeter. 


of  Moorhays ,  Efq;  and  nine  fmall  Children,  of  which 
/even  were  Sons  and  two  Daughters  b. 

The  eldeft,  Robert ,  betook  himfelf  to  the  Sea, 
where  he  profpered  very  well.  The  fecond,  John ,  of 
whom  we  are  to  fpeak,  and  who  was  born  in  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Vicarage- Houfe  at  Knowejlon ,  in  the  Year  1635, 
being  at  his  Father’s  Death  about  17  Years  old,  went  to 
Plymouth  where  he  bound  himfelf  Apprentice  to  Mr. 
Robert  Mering ,  a  Merchant  in  that  Town,  and  Part- 
Owner  in  feveral  Ships.  He  went  to  Sea  in  his  Service, 
and  was  exlreainly  unfortunate  in  fetting  out,  being  twice 
taken, by  the  Spaniards ,  and  fuffering  a  long  Imprifon- 
ment,  which  however  did  him  no  great  hurt  in  the 
main.  On  his  Return  to  England ,  he  found  his  Matter 
in  very  bad  Circumftances ;  which  however  was  no 
Prejudice  to  him,  for  in  a  fhort  Time  after  Mr.  Mering 
told  him,  that  having  now  no  further  Occafion  for  his 
Service,  he  wTould,  in  Reward  of  his  pail  Diligence, 
give  him  the  Remainder  of  his  Time  ;  which  he  did 
freely  c. 

Mr.  Berry ^  thus  at  large  and  at  Liberty  to  aft  for 
himfelf,  immediately  came  up  to  London ,  where,  by  the 
Help  of  fame  Friends,  he  was  preferred  to  be  Boatfwain 
of  a  Ketch  belonging  to  the  Royal  Navy,  called  The 

Swallow 


b  Molt  of  thefe  Particulars  are  taken  from  a  Monument 
erefled  in  the  Year  16.84,  by  Sir  John  Berry,  to  the  Memory 
cf  his  Father.  His  two  Churches  of  Knoweflon,  Molland  and 
were  not  above  two  Miles  afunder,  lying  both  in  Moulton 
Hundred,  at  the  Pittance  of  about  18  Miles  from  Exeter. 
c_The  Particulars  mentioned  in  this,  were  moil  of  them  col- 
kcled  by  Mr.  Daniel  Berry,  Brother  to  the  Admiral ;  but,  as 
he  wrote  at  a  confklerable  DHtance  of  Time,  he  often  omits 
Dates,  and  fometimes  miftakes  diem. 
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Swallow ,  which,  under  the  Command  of  Captain  In- 
fam ,  was  ordered  to  the  Weft- Indies ,  in  Company  with 
two  of  his  Majefty’s  Frigates,  both  of  which  were  loft 
in  the  Gulph  of  Florida ;  but  The  Swallow ,  by  cutting 
down  her  Mafts,  and  heaving  over-board  her  Guns  and 
Provisions,  got  clear,  and  in  the  Space  of  Sixteen  Weeks, 
having  nothing  to  eat  but  the  Fifh  they  caught,  or  to 
drink  but  Rain-Water,  they  arrived  at  C amp e achy* 
There  they  furnifhed  themfelves  with  Provifions,  and 
then  failed  for  Jamaica ,  where  they  arrived  in  three 
W  eeks d. 

Sir  Thotnas  Mudiford ,  who  wras  a  Native  of  De- 
vonjhire  as  well  as  Mr.  Berry  ^  was  then  Governor  of 
that  Ifland,  and  he  ordered  The  Swallow  to  be  refitted, 
put  eight  Guns  on  Board  her,  and  having  Intelligence 
that  a  Pirate,  who  had  taken  one  Mr.  Peach ,  bound 
from  Southampton  to  Jamaica ,  and  marooned  him  and 
all  his  Crew,  was  ftill  in  thofe  Seas,  he  ordered  The 
Swallow ,  now  well  vi&ualled  and  manned,  to  put  to 

Sea  in  Queft  of  her,  and  gave  his  Countryman  Berry 

...  \ 

the  Title  of  Lieutenant.  In  three  Weeks  after  they 
failed  from  Jamaica ,  they  found  the  Pirate  at  Anchor  in 
a  Bay  off  the  Ifland  of  Hifpaniola .  He  had  about  fixty 
Men  and  twenty  Guns  whereas  The  Swallow  had  but 
forty  Men  and  eight  Small  Guns.  Captain  Jnfam  having 
confidered  the  Enemy’s  Strength  and  his  own,  called  up 
all  his  Men,  and  addrefied  them  in  thefe  W ords : 

U  2  Gentlemen 


d  It  is  net  eafy  to  fix  the  Time  of  Mr.  Berry’s  firjft.  Voyage 
to  the  Wed-Indies  ;  but  probably  it  was  in  the  Year  1661, 
as  it  were  in  their  Return,  that  they  were  thus  dillreit :  this 
mull  have  happened  in  the  Year  1 66 3. 
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Gentlemen ,  the  Blades  vje  are  to  attack  are  Men  at  Arms , 
old  Buccaneers,  and  fuperior  to  us  in  Number ,  and  in  the 
Force  of  their  Ship,  and  therefore  1  would  have  your  0- 
plnion ,  ivkether  —  Sir,  interrupted  Lieutenant  Berry , 
we  are  Men  at  Arms  too  \  and ,  which  is  more ,  honef 
Men ,  W fight  under  the  King's  Commijfion ;  tf/zi  Z/' 
no  Stomach  for  fighting,  be  pleafed  To  walk  down  into 
Cabin.  The  Crew  applauded  this  Motion,  and  de~ 
clared,  one  and  all,  for  Captain  Berry,  who  undertook  this 
Affair  with  great  Difadvantage,  The  Pirate  rode  at  Anchor 
to  the  Windward,  by  which  The  Sivallow  was  obliged  to 
make  two  Trips  under  her  Lee,  in  which  fhe  received 
two  Broadfides,  and  two  Volleys  of  fmall  Shot,  with¬ 
out  returning  a  Gun.  Mr.  Berry  then  boarded  her  on 
the  Bow,  pouring  in  his  Broadfide,  which  killed  the 
Pirate  twenty-two  Men  on  the  Spot :  They  then  fought 
their  Way  to  the  Main-Mail,  where  they  called  to  the 
Dodlor  and  his  Mate  to  get  over  Board,  and  hang  by 
the  Rudder ;  which  they  did,  and  foon  after  the  Pirate 
was  taken,  having  only  feven  Men  left,  and  thofe  all 
wounded,  though  they  lived  to  be  hanged  afterwards  in 
Jamaica ;  and,  which  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  there 
was  no  body  killed  on  Board  The  Swallow ,  but  the 
Boatfwain’s  Mate  e. 

On  their  Return  to  Jamaica ,  Captain  Jnfam  confined 
his  Lieutenant,  and  brought  him  to  a  Court-Martial ; 
where,  on  the  Evidence  of  the  Men,  the  Court  de¬ 
clared 

e  Thefe  Particulars  are  preferved  in  the  MS.  Accounts  of  his 
Brother’s  Achievements,  written  by  Mr.  Berry  ;  and  I  find  the 
principal  Fa£is  confirmed  in  an  Account  of  the  moil  remarkable 
Pa fl ages  under  Lord  Windfor,  Sir  Thomas  Mudiford,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Lynch,  fucceflively  Governors  of  Jamaica. 
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dared  he  had  done  his  Duty,-  and  ordered  the  Captain 
to  live  peaceably  with  him  in  their  Voyage  to  England ; 
which  he  did,  and  Mr.  Berry  behaved  to  him  with  all 

imaginable  Modelty  and  Submiflion. 

In  a  fhort  Time  after  he  came  home,  the  Dutch 
War  broke  out,  and  Mr.  Berry  had  a  Ship  given,  called 
The  Maria,  of  14  Guns,  with  the  King’s  Commiffion. 

He  held  this  fmall  Command  for  about  four  Months, 
in  which  Space  he  took  thirty-two  Prizes ,  and,  for  his 
extraordinary  Diligence,  had  the  Command  given  him 
of  The  Coronation,  a  hired  Ship,  of  fifty-fix  Guns. 

In  this  Ship  he  was  foon  after  fent  to  the  JVeJl-Indies , 
where  our  Colonies  were  in  no  fmall  Danger,  as  ha¬ 
ving  both  the  French  and  Dutch  upon  their  Hands.  On 
his  Arrival  at  Barbados,  the  Governor  bought  fome 
large  Merchant-Ships,  converted  them  into  Men  of 
War,  and  having  made  up  nine  Sail,  including  The 
Coronation ,  manned,  and  put  them  under  the  Command 
of  Commodore  Berry.  With  this  little  Fleet  he  failed 
for  Nevis ,  in  order  to  protect  it  from  the  French ,  who 
had  already  made  themfelves  Mailers  of  St.  ChriJlopher9s, 
Antigua ,  and  Mount ferr at .  He  was  fcarce  arrived,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  Intelligence,  that  the  French  were  preparing 
at  St.  Chriftopher9 s  a  very  great  Force  for  the  Conqueft 
of  Nevis.  They  had  twenty-two  Men  of  War,  and 
Frigates,  fix  large  Tranfport- Ships  of  their  own,  and 
four  Dutch.  With  thefe  they  failed  towards  Nevis ,  as 
to  a  certain  Victory.  Commodore  Berry  failed  with 
his  nine  Ships  to  meet  them  ;  and  as  he  turned  the 
Point  of  the  Ifland,  one  of  his  befl  Ships  blew  up,  which 
{truck  his  Men  with  Aftonifhment.  Now  you  have  feen 
an  Englifh  Ship  blow  up,  fays  the  Commodore,  let  us 

U  3  try 
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fry  if  we  can't  blow  up  Frenchmen.  There  they  are 
Boys !  and  if  we  don't  beat  them>  they  will  beat  us 
Having  faid  this,  he  immediately  began  the  Fight  with 
the  French  Admiral*  and,  after  a  brifk  Engagement  of 
upwards  of  thirteen  Hours,  he  forced  this  mighty  Fleet 
to  fly  for  (heifer  under  the  Cannon  of  St.  Chrifopher % 
whither  he  purfued  them,  fent  in  a  Fire-Ship,  and 
burnt  the  French  Admiral :  Seeing  her  in  Flames,  he 
faid  to  his  Seamen,  I  told  you  in  the  Morning ,  that  we 
/hould  burn  a  Frenchman  before  Night ;  To-morrow  we 
will  try  what  ive  can  do  with  the  ref .  But  while  he  was 
refitting  his  Ships,  the  Enemy  wifely  ftole  away ;  the 
French  to  Marti nico,  and  the  Dutch  to  Virginia  f.  Sir 
John  Harman  being  fent  with  a  Squadron  to  relieve 
him,  Commodore  Berry  returned  to  England ,  and  fer- 
ved  with  great  Honour  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean . 

In 


f  We  are  in  forne  Meafure  enabled  to  fix  the  Date  of  this 
Enterprize,  by  the  following  remarkable  Pafiage,  preferved  in 
the  Philolophical  T'raniadlions  of  the  Royal  Society.  “  On 
“  the  19th  of  Auguil:,  1667,  there  was  a  terrible  Hurricane  in 
4(  this  iifland ;  at  which  Time  Sir  John  Berry,  Captain  of  the 
“  Coronation  Man  of  War,  was  in  the  Harbour,  with  that  and 
“  feveral  other  Ships,  of  which  one  was  commanded  by  Cap- 
(t  tain  Langford,  who  having  learnt  fome  of  the  Prognoftics 
“  of  a  Turnado,  from  a  Charibbean,  perceiving  them,  he  told 
“  Sir  John  and  the  other  Commanders  of  it  ;  who  depending 
“  on  his  Intelligence,  made  their  Ships  ready  for  the  Sea,  and 
“  in  the  Morning,  about  four  of  the  Clock,  the  Wind  coming 
<c  very  hard  Northerly,  they  put  to  Sea,  and  came  all  back 
“  in  four  or  five  Days  Time,  fafe  to  the  Road  again.  Captain 
46  Langford  was  afhore,  and  being  confident  of  the  Hurricane’s 
“  coming,  took  fuch  Care  before-hand  to  fecure  his  Sugars, 
<c  and  Goods,  in  the  Store-Houfe,  that  when  the  Hurricane 
“  had  carried  away  the  Roof  of  the  Houfe,  all,  except  one 
“  Hoglhead  of  Sugar,  remained  iafe.  Lowthorp’s  Abridge 
w  ment,  Vol.  ii.  p.  106. 
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In  the  fecond  Dutch  War  (as  it  was  called,  though 
properly  fpeaking  it  was  the  third)  he  had  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  'The  Refoiution ,  a  70  Gun  Ship,  in  which  he 
was  prefen t  in  the  famous  A&ion  in  Soulhwold- Ray,  on 
the  28th  of  May )  1672.  In  this  Battel,  the  Captain 
obferving  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
then  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England ,  was  very  hardly 
prefled,  he  left  his  Station,  and  came  in  to  bis  Relief  ; 
where  the  Service  proved  fo  hot,  that  in  lets  than  two 
Hours,  he  had  a  hundred  and  twenty  Men  killed,  as 
many  more  wounded,  and  his  Ship  fcarce  able  to  float >  _ 
upon  this  he  was  towed  out  of  the  Line,  flopt  Ins  LeaY, 
and  fell  into  his  Place  again  in  an  Hour,  and  there  did 
fuch  Service,  that  when  his  Majefly  came  to  meet  the 
Fleet,  and  dined  on  Board  The  Royal  Sovereign  at  the 
Buoy  in  the  Nore ,  he,  of  his  own  Motive,  called  for 
Captain  Berry ^  and  having  Knighted  him,  he  faid  very 
gracioufly,  As  our  Thoughts  have  been  now  upon  Honour , 

we  will  hereafter  think  of  Profit ;  for  I  would  not  have 
fo  brave  a  Man ,  a  poor  Knight s. 

In  the  Year  1682,  it  was  thought  requifite  to  fend 
the  Duke  of  York  down  to  Scotland  5  and  for  this  Pur- 
pofe  the  Gloucefier -Frigate,  under  the  Command  of 
Sir  John  Berry ,  was  ordered  to  be  ready  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  on  the  28th  of  Apr  if  the  Duke  of  York  embarked 
on  Board  that  Ship.  In  their  Pafiage,  Sir  John  obferv- 
ed,  on  the  3d  of  May ,  when  in  the  Mouth  of  the 
Humher ,  as  he  apprehended,  an  Error  in  the  Pilot’s 
Condudt,  though  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  Man  of  great 
Abilities  in  his  Employment.  Of  this  he  informed  the 

U  4  Duke, 


g  Catalogue  of  Knight’s,  made  by  King  Charles  II. 
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Duke,  and  defired  they  might  lye-to ;  at  leaft  for  that 
Night;  which  the  Pilot  oppofed,  and  being  a  great  Fa¬ 
vourite  of  the  Duke’s,  his  Advice  prevailed.  But  his 
Royal  Highnefs  was  foon  convinced  of  the  Superiority 
of  Sir  John  Berry's  Judgment,  fince  in  three  Quarters 
of  an  Hour  afterwards  the  Ship  was  loft,  and  about 
thiee  hundred  People  in  her,  amongft  whom  was  fome 
Perfons  of  the  firft  Rank,  and  the  Duke  himfelf  narrow¬ 
ly  efcaped  in  the  Long-boat,  Sir  John  Berry  ftand- 
mg  with  his  Sword  drawn  in  the  Stern  of  the  Boat,  to 
hinder  People  from  crouding  in  ;  which  undoubtedly 
faved  the  Duke,  fince  a  very  few  more  would  have  o- 
verfet  the  Long-boat h.  For  the  Lofs  of  this  Ship,  Sir 
John,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Navy,  was  tried 
by  a  Court-Martial ;  but  it  appearing  clearly  to  have 

happened 

R*— -  -  - 


h  This  Accident  happened  by  their  flricking  upon  the  Sand 
called  the  Lemon  and  Ore,  fixteen  Leagues  from  the  Mouth 
of  the  Humber.  Two  Things  were  very  remarkable,  that  the 
Duke  took  extraordinary  Care  of  Colonel  John  Churchill 
afterwards  puke  of  Marlborough,  and  called  him  firft  into’ 
the  Boat.  The  other  was,  that  the  Mariners  aboard  the  fink¬ 
ing  Veffel,  gave  a  loud  Huzza,  when  they  faw  the  Duke  in 
fafety.  Bifhop  Burnet’s  Account  of  this  Matter,  is  too  re¬ 
markable  to  be  forgot.  '*  The  Duke,  fays  he,  got  into  a 
Boat,  and  took  Care  of  his  Dogs,  and  fome  unknown  Per- 
“  fons  who  were  taken,  from  that  earneftfCare  of  his,  to  be 
f  •  his  Priefls.  The  Long-Boat  went  off  with  very  few  in  her, 
“  though  ihe  might  have  carried  off  above  eighty  more  than 
“  fhedid.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Perfons  periled,  fome  of 
"  them  Men  of  great  Quality.”  The  Gloucefter  Frigate,  was 
a  Ship  of  forty  Guns,  there  were  upwards  of  fifty  Perfons  faved 
with  the  Duke,  and  that  eighty  more  (hould  be  able  to  go  into 
her  Long-Boat,  is  a  Fad  that-  will  gain  but  little  Credit  at 
Wapjfing.  Befides,  the  keeping  the  People  out,  was  Sir  John 
Berry  s  Ad,  and  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  Circumftances  of 
Cruelty,  one  can  fcarce  believe  the  Sailors  would  have  teftifietj 
fo  much  Joy  at  hi s  Royal  Highnefs’s  Efcape, 
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happened  through  another  Man’s  Fault,  he  was  not  only 
acquitted,  but  continued  Hill  in  as  great  Favour  as  ever, 
both  with  the  King  and  Duke,  who  frequently  confult- 
ed  him  as  to  the  Management  of  the  Navy. 

When  a  Refolution  was  taken  in  1683,  to  blow  up 
Tangier ,  and  a  confiderable  Fleet  was  fent  thither  under 
the  Command  of  Lord  Dartmouth ,  Sir  John  Berry  was 
made  choice  of  to  be  his  Vice-Admiral,  and  had  the 
foie  Command  of  the  Fleet,  while  his  Lord  (hip  was  on 
Shore,  directing  the  blowing  up  of  the  Works.  In 
this  critical  Expedition,  Sir  John  gave  fuch  remarkable 
Teftimonies  of  his  Courage  and  Condudt,  and  took  fuch 
Care  in  bringing  off  all  the  Englijh ,  and  their  EfFedls, 
that  upon  his  Return  home,  he  was  made  a  Commiffi- 
oner  of  the  Navy  ;  in  which  Poft  he  continued  to  the 
Day  of  his  Death  \ 

Under  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  he  was  in  as 
high  Favour,  the  King  conftantly  confulting  him  in 
Matters  relating  to  the  Management  of  the  Fleet,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  Commiffioners  called  in  on  that  great 
Reform  of  the  Navy  mentioned  in  the  Clofe  of  our  laft 
Volume,  and  had  the  chief  Hand  in  bringing  Things  in¬ 
to  that  exquifite  Order,  in  which  they  were  found  when 
the  King  withdrew  to  France  k.  He  was  not,  however, 
confidered  folely  as  a  Commiffioner,  and  as  a  Man  no 
longer  fit  for  adtive  Employment ;  for,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  Dutch  meditated  an  Invafion,  and  a 
Fleet  was  fitted  out  to  defend  our  Coafts,  Sir  John 

Berry 


1  Memoirs  of  the  Lord  Dartmouth,  cited  in  the  former 
Life,  k  Memoirs  relating  to  the  State  of  the  Royal 

Navy  of  England,  by  Samuel  Pepys  Efqj  p.  32, 
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Berry  was  appointed  Vice-Admiral,  and  hoifted  his  Flag 
on  Board  The  Elizabeth ,  a  third  Rate,  the  Admiral, 
Lord  Dartmouth ,  being  in  The  Refolution ,  and  the  Rear- 
Admiral,  Lord  Berkley  of  Stratton ,  firft  in  The  Mon¬ 
tague  ,  and  then  in  The  Edgar.  After  the  Landing  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange ,  when  Lord  Dartmouth  thought 
fit  to  leave  the  Fleet,  the  foie  Command  of  it  devolved 

on  Sir  John  Berry ,  who  held  it  until  it  was  laid 
up  ]. 

1  he  Change  of  the  Government,  wrought  none 
in  the  Condition  of  our  Admiral.  An  experienced  Of¬ 
ficer,  and  a  Man  of  Honour,  will  be  a  welcome  Ser¬ 
vant  to  every  Prince.  King  William  was  one  who  va¬ 
lued  Abilities,  and  underftood  them,  and  therefore  he 
often  fent  for  Sir  John  Berry ,  to  confer  with  him  on 
Naval  Affairs  $  and  once  particularly  the  King  engaged 
in  fo  clofe  and  earned:  a  Converfation,  that  it  took  up 
the  whole  Night,  and  Sir  John  was  not  difmifled  the 
Royal  Clofet,  until  it  was  pretty  far  advanced  in  the 
Morning  m.  Yet  this  Favour  brought  him  no  Acceffion 
either  of  Poft  or  Profit  ;  he  kept  what  he  had,  and  pro¬ 
bably  thought  that  fufficient,  being  Commiflioner  of 
the  Navy,  Governor  of  DeaUCaJlle ,  and  Captain  of  an 
Independant  Company.  We  now  haften  to  the  Jaff: 
Scene  of  his  Life,  over  which  fuch  a  Curtain  has  been 
drawn,  as  leaves  it  not  in  our  Power  to  let  in  the  Light. 
He  was  Ordered,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of 
February ,  1691,  to  Portfmouth ,  to  payoff  fome  Ships 
there  5  and  while  he  was  employed  in  the  Difcharge  of 

this 


1  Rennet,  Burnet,  Burchet,  OJdmixon,  &c.  m  From  ' 
the  Memoirs  before- mentioned. 
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this  Office  on  Board  one  o;  them,  he  was  fuddenly  ta¬ 
ken  ill,  and  thereupon  carried  on  Shore  to  Portjmouth  ; 
where,  in  dree  or  four  Days,  it  was  given  out  that  he 
died  of  a  Fever  ;  but,  upon  opening  his  Body,  it  ap¬ 
peared  dearly  to  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  who  were 
prefent,  that  he  did  not  die  a  natural  Death,  but  that  he 
had  been  dilpatched  out  of  the  World  by  Poifon  5 
though  by  whom,  or  for  what  Reafon,  never  ap¬ 
peared  n. 

In  his  private  Life,  his  Wifdom,  Beneficence,  In¬ 
tegrity,  and  unfeigned  Attachment  to  the  Church  of 
England ,  were  as  confpicuous  as  his  Courage,  and  o- 
ther  Military  Virtues,  in  his  public  Character.  So  that 
he  died  equally  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him,  either 
as  a  private  Gentleman,  or  as  an  Englijh  Admiral.  His 
Corps,  according  to  his  own  Direction,  was  carried 
from  Portfmouth  to  London ,  and  decently  interred  in  the 
Chancel  of  Stepney  Church,  where  a  noble  Monument 
is  eredted  to  his  Memory,  all  of  white  Marble,  adorned 
with  his  Bull  in  Alabafter.  Over  his  Head  are  the  Arms 

-  *  f  f  ,  _ 

of  his  Family,  viz.  In  a  Field,  Gules,  three  Barrs,  Or ; 
and  on  a  white  Marble  Table  underneath,  the  following 
Infcription. 

<c  Ne  id  nefeias.  Led! or,  D.  Johannes  Berry,  De- 
vonienfis,  Dignitate  Equeftri  clarus,  Mari  tantum 
cc  non  Imperator,  de  Rege  Sc  Patria  (quod  Sc  Barbari 
<c  norunt)  bene  meritus,  magnam  ob  Res  fortiter  geftas 
**  adeptus  Gloriam,  Famae  fatur,  poll  multas  reportatas 

“  Vidtorias, 


11  This  Gentleman  might  be  faid  to  die  in  the  Flower  of  his 
Age,  if  we  confider  him  as  an  Admiral;  fmee  he  was  very 
little  more  than  fifty-fix,  when  thus  carried  off. 


300  MEMOIR  S  of 

€f  Vi&orias,  cum  ab  aliis  vinci  non  potuit,  Fatis  ceflit 
tc  14  Feb.  1691,  baptizatus  7  Jan.  1635.” 

The  Lady  of  Sir  John  Berry  furvived  him  many 
Years,  but  he  left  no  Iflue  by  her  ;  or,  fo  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  ever  had  any  °. 

These,  however  fcanty,  are  all  the  Memorials 
that  we  have  been  able  to  difeover  from  Books  or  In¬ 
formation.  as  to  the  eminent  Seamen  who  flourifhed  in 
this  Reign,  except  it  be  a  very  few  Dates  in  refpedt  to 
the  following  illuftrious  Perfons. 

JOHN ,  Lord  Berkley  of  Stratton ,  was  the  Son 
of  Sir  John  Berkley ,  the  faithful  Servant  of  King 
Charles  I.  and  King  Charles  II.  by  whom,  during  his 
Exile,  he  was  created  Baron  of  Stratton ,  in  the  County 
of  Somerfety  and  younger  Brother  to  Charles  Lord  Berk¬ 
ley  of  Stratton ,  who  died  at  Sea  in  1682.  This  noble 
Lord  was  Rear-Admiral  at  the  Time  of  the  Revolution, 
Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  firft  Gentleman  of  the  Bed¬ 
chamber  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark  ;  and,  as  we 
have  feen,  often  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  in  the  Reign  of 
King  William ,  and  Colonel  of  the  fecond  Regiment  of 
Marines;  of  all  which  Employments  he  was  pofleff* 
ed,  when  he  died  February  27,  1696-7,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  him  no  Iflue  Male,  fo  that  the  Title  devoled  on 
his  younger  Brother  William^  Father  to  theprefent  wor¬ 
thy  Nobleman  John  Lord  Berkley  of  Stratton  p. 

The  Honourable  Edward  Neviley  Efq;  was  the 
fecond  Son  of  George  Lord  Abergavenny ,  and,  notwith- 

.1 

Handing  his  high  Birth,  arrived  at  his  Station  in  the 

Navy 


0  This  particular  is  likewife  taken  from  his  Brother’s  Me¬ 
moirs.  ?  Collins’s  Peerage  of  England*  Vol.  iv.  p.  168, 
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Navy  by  pure  Dint  of  Merit.  He  died  on  Board  The 
Lincoln  the  12th  of  September ,  1701,  in  the  Thirty- 
feventh  Year  of  his  Age,  as  his  Squadron  made  the 
Land  of  Virginia^  and  left  behind  him  a  Son,  who  is 
now  Lord  Abergavenny ,  and  a  Daughter q. 

We  cannot  (hut  up  our  Account  of  this  Reign  bet¬ 
ter  than  by  an  Abflradt  of  the  Royal  Navy,  as  it  flood 
at  the  Deceafe  of  King  William ,  that  the  Reader,  by 
comparing  it  with  the  Abftradl  at  the  Clofe  of  our  laffc 
Volume,  may  from  thence  difcern  how  far,  notwith- 
ftanding  fo  long  a  War,  and  fo  many  other  Interrup¬ 
tions  and  Misfortunes,  our  Naval  Force  encreafed  in  the 
#  * 

Space  of  thirteen  Years. 


Abstract  of  the  Royal  Navy,  as  it  flood 

December  25,  1701. 


Rates. 

Number.  Guns. 

Men. 

1. 

7 

i  r  7r4 

5>312 

ir. 

14 

j  0  I  x’276 

8,824 

nr. 

45 

!  3  J  3>J99 
f  *g-  j  3’253 

18,561 

IV. 

63 

*5>329 

V. 

36 

1  crc  j  i>094 

4,680 

VI. 

29 

J  l  542 

1,215 

194 

10,078 

53>921 

Fire-Ships 

8 

Bomb-Veflels 

13 

Yatchts 

10 

CHAP. 


1 1d.  ibid.  p.  1  2 s 
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Containing  the  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  from  the  Accejjion  of  her  Majefty  hfueen 
ANNE,  to  tree  Union  of  the  two  King¬ 
doms. 

117  E  are  now  come  to  that  Reign,  under  which 
V  V  the  Nation  was  extreamly  happy  at  Home, 
and  her  Reputation  carried  to  thegreateft  Height  Abroad. 
A  Reign  that  will  always  be  remembered  with  Honour, 
and  make  a  Alining  Figure  in  our  Hiftories,  as  long  as 
Hiftories  (hall  laft  :  A  Reign,  in  the  Beginning  of  which 
all  Party  Animofities  were  buried  in  Oblivion,  and  the 
Tories  feemed  as  fenfible  of  the  Neceffity  of  a  War, 
as  the  Whigs,  and  as  ready  to  carry  it  on  ;  which  was 
the  true  Reafon  why  it  was  profecuted  for  fo  many 
Years  with  fuch  Vigour  and  Succefs,  as  had  never  at¬ 
tended  our  Arms  fince  the  glorious  Days  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ,  and  which  ought  therefore  to  convince  us, 
that  we  are  never  to  hope  a  thorough  Settlement  at 
Home,  with  an  effectual  Support  of  our  juft  Claims  to 
Refpeft  and  Freedom  of  Commerce  Abroad,  until  there 
is  a  new  Coalition  of  Parties,  and  ail  Men  are  taught  to 
think  that  he  is  a  public  Enemy,  who  avows  any  other 
Intereft  than  that  of  his  Country. 

Queen  Anne  acceeded  to  the  Throne  on  the  8th of 
lAarch ,  1701-2,  in  the  Flower  of  her  Age,  if  we  con- 
fider  her  Dignity,  being  then  about  Thirty-eight.  She 

had 
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had  fhewn  a  very  juft  Moderation  in  her  Conduct  from 
the  Time  of  the  Revolution,  and  knew  how  to  temper 
her  Relation  to  the  State,  with  that  which  fhe  bore  to 
Family;  of  which  lhe  gave  a  remaikable  Inilance  in 
the  latter  Part  of  her  Life,  by  procuring  the  Ifland  of 
Sicily,  for  her  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  She  opened 
her  Reign  by  a  very  wife  and  well-judged  Speech  to  her 
Privy-Council,  in  which  fhe  declared,  how  fenfible  (he 
was  of  the  unfpeakable  Lofs  the  Nation  had  fuftained  by 
the  Death  of  the  late  King,  and  the  Burden  it  brought 
upon  herfelf,  which  nothing,  (lie  Laid,  could  encourage 
her  to  undergo,  but  the  great  Concern  fhe  had  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberty  of 
her  Country  :  and  that  no  Pains  fhould  be  wanting  on 
her  Part,  to  defend  and  fupport  them,  and  to  maintain 
the  Proteftant  Succeffion.  She  declared  her  Opinion 
for  carrying  on  the  Preparations  againft  France ,  and  fup- 
porting  the  Allies  ;  and  faid,  fhe  would  countenance 
thofe  who  concurred  with  her  in  maintaining  the  prefent 
Conftitution  and  Eftablifhment a. 

In 


a  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  Conduct  of  the  Queen  at 
the  Beginning  of  her  Reign,  was  fuch,  as  gave  the  higheft 
Satisfa&ion  to  all  Parties  ;  for  fhe  avoided  the  Error  of  Nero, 
by  neither  fcrewing  up  the  Strings  of  Government  too  high, 
nor  letting  them  run  too  low.  It  had  been  happy  for  her,  and 
for  her  Subjects,  if  lhe  had  Readily  purfued  this  Conduit 
through  the  Courfe  of  her  Reign,  inftead  of  putting  her  lei  F 
into  the  Hands  of  one  Party  firit,  and  then  of  another both 
which  had  very  ill  Confequences,  with  refpedt  to  her  Majelty’s 
quiet,  and  to  the  good  of  her  Subjects.  'This  Reflection  I 
thought  neceffary  here,  becaufe,  by  inferting  it,  I  (hall  avoid 
the  Neceflity  of  being  obliged  to  fay  fomething  like  it,  on  fe- 
veral  other  Occafions. 
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In  purfuance  of  this  Declaration,  the  Queen  wrote 
to  the  S 'tates-Gener  al  to  aUure  them,  that  fhe  would 
follow  exa<%  the  Steps  of  her  Predeceflbr,  in  the 
Maintenance  of  the  common  Caufe  againft  the  common 
Enemy  .  And  as  a  farther  Proof  of  her  Sincerity,  fhe 
declared  the  Eail  of  Marlborough ,  whom  the  late  King 
had  fent  AmbafTador  and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  States, 
Captain-General  of  her  Forces,  and  gave  him  a  Blue 
Ribband.  She  likewife  appointed  Sir  George  Rooke ,  Vice- 
Admiral  of  England ,  and  George  Churchill ,  Elq;  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Red,  in  the  Room  of  Matthew  Aylmer , 
Efq;  afterwards  Lord  Aylmer ,  whom  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  already,  and  of  whom  we  (hall  have  Occafion 
to  fpeak  very  honourably  hereafter.  Thefe  Steps  were 
fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  Reality  of  the  Queen’s  In¬ 
tentions,  and  therefore  we  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the 
World  to  believe,  that  the  Queen  had  a  very  good  De- 
fign  in  placing  her  Confbrt,  George  Prince  of  Denmark , 
at  the  Head  of  the  Admiralty  $  though  to  do  this  it  was 
found  requifite  to  remove  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  then 
Eord  High-Admiral,  who  was  adlually  preparing  to  go 
to  Sea.  It  is  true,  a  large  Penfion  was  offered  him  \ 
but  his  Lordfhip  anfwered,  with  great  Generofity  and 
public  Spirit,  that  however  convenient  it  might  be  for 
his  private  Interefl,  yet  the  accepting  fuch  a  Penfion 
was  inconfiftent  with  his  Principle ;  and  therefore,  fince 
he  could  not  have  the  Honour  of  ferving  his  Country 

in  Perfon,  he  would  endeavour  to  do  it  by  his  Ex¬ 
ample  b.  , 

The 


^.e  Advancement  cf  the  Ear  1  cf  Pembroke  to  this  emi¬ 
nent  Dignity  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  as  it  was  not 
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'Phe  new  Lord  High  Admiral  had  a  Council  ap¬ 
pointed  him  by  his  Commiffion,  viz.  Sir  George  Rooke , 
Sir  David  Mitchel ,  George  Churchill ,  Efq;  and  Richard 
Hilly  Efq;  who  were  to  aflift  him  with  their  Advice, 
and  alfo  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office.  Flow  far  all 
this  was  legal,  has  been,  and,  il  believe,  will  remain, 
very  doubtful  ;  but  at  that  Time  nobody  queftioned  it, 
and  therefore  we  (hall  proceed  to  (hew  what  was  done 
under  it,  obferving,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  Order  of 
Time  in  which  Events  fell  out,  and  that  Method  in 
relating  them,  which  is  mod  likely  to  fet  them  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Point  of  Light c. 

Vol.  IIL  X  The 


owing  at  all  to  Court  Favour,  but  merely,  as  I  have  hinted 
before,  to  the  Expediency  of  laying  that  Board  afide,  and  lodg¬ 
ing  the  Power  of  it  in  a  fingle  H^nd,  There  were  few  of 
our  Noh>ffity  who  could  have  been  Competitors  for  fuch  an 
Office,  and  none  that  with  Juftice  could  be  preferred  to  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke.  He  had  Prudence  which  tempered  a  great  Vi¬ 
vacity  in  his  Conftitution,  and  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  his 
Country,  which  was  very  obfervable  in  all  his  Actions,  though, 
he  did  not  make  fo  much  Shew  of  it,  as  others  might  do  in 
Words.  He  had  a  Steadinefs  of  Mind,  not  to  be  ffiaken  by 
Power  or  Titles,  and  a  Virtue  fo  Heroic,  that  neither  the 
Vices  ot  thefe,  or  of  worfe  Times,  could  corrupt.  He  (hew¬ 
ed  on  this  Occafion,  his  Loyalty  as  well  as  Spirit  ;  for  though 
he  refufed  a  Penfion,  yet  through  the  Courfe  of  her  Reign,  he 
ferved  the  Queen  with  the  fame  Chearfulnefs  and  Fidelity, 
as  if  he  had  retained  his  Pod;  and  therefore,  in  1708, 
when  Prince  George  of  Denmark  died,  her  Majefly  reitor- 
ed  him  to  it.  A  full  Proof  of  her  removing  him  at  prefenc 
from  no  other  Motive  than  that  of  making  Way  for  her  Con- 
fort. 

c  It  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  Reafon  why,  fince  the  Illegality  of 
this  Commiffion  was  fo  quickly  fufpecled,  it  Ihould  afterwards 
lie  fo  long  afieep,  and  then  be  revived  again,  as  (bon  as  Com¬ 
plaints  were  made  to  Parliament  of  the  Condud  of  the  Navy  . 
Thofe  who  advifed  this  Commiffion,  and  thofe  who  drew  it° 
were  certainly  very  much  to  blame ;  and  fince  this  is  a  Charge 
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The  firft  Expedition  in  the  new  Reign,  was  that  of 
Sir  John  Munden ,  for  intercepting  a  Squadron  of  French 
Ships,  that  were  to  fail  from  the  Groyne ,  in  order  to 
carry  the  new  Vice-Roy  of  Mexico  to  the  Spanijh  Weft- 
Indies.  This  Defign  was  contrived  by  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke ,  and  Sir  John  was  made  choice  of  on  Account 
of  his  known  Courage  and  Condudl,  as  well  as  Zeal 
and  Diligence,  in  the  Service.  He  failed  on  the  12th 
of  May ,  1702,  with  eight  Ships  of  the  third  Rate, 
The  Salifbury  a  fourth  Rate,  and  two  Frigates ;  when 
he  was  at  Sea,  he  communicated  his  Orders  to  his  Cap¬ 
tains,  which  hitherto  had  been  abfolutely  fecret.  On 
the  1 6th  he  found  hi mfelf  on  the  Coaft  of  Galicia ; 
whereupon  he  fent  The  Salifbury  and  Dolphin  to  gain 
Intelligence,  which  they  failed  of.  He  then  fent  them 
a  fecond  Time,  and  they  brought  off  a  Spanijh  Boat  and 
a  French  Bark,  with  feveral  Prifoners,  who  aflerted, 
that  there  were  thirteen  French  Ships  of  War,  bound 
from  Rochelle  to  the  Groyne ,  and  therefore  Sir  John 
iflued  the  neceflary  Orders  for  keeping  his  Squadron  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  Shore,  that  he  might  be  the  better 
able  to  intercept  them.  Thefe  Orders  were  iflued  on 


of  a  high  Nature,  and  againft  great  Men,  I  think  myfelf  ob- 
iksd  to  explain  it  particularly.  As  King  William’s  creating 
a  Lord  High  Admiral  was  a  Benefit  to  the  Public,  fo  Queen 
Anne’s  Com  million  was  an  Injury  to  it.  for,  by  appointing 
Prince  George  of  Denmark  a  Council,  fhe  eftablifhed  again 
that  Evil  which  King  William  took  away  ;  and  whereas,  the 
Powers  of  the  Lords  Com  mi  flioners  of  the  Admiralty  were 
fettled  by  an  Exprefs  Ad  of  Parliament,  here  was  a  new  Board 
eftabliihed,  veiled  with  like  Powers ;  but  thofe  unknown  to 
the  Law,  which  could  take  Notice  only  of  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  notwithfianding  that  this  Council  of  his  was  ap^ 
pointed  by  his  Commiflion, 


Of  Queen  ANNE.  307 

the  27th,  and  on  the  28th  he  difcovered  fourteen  Sail 
between  Cape  Prior  and  Cape  Ortigal ,  clofe  under  the 
Shore,  to  whom  he  inftantly  gave  Chace ;  but  they 
out-failing  him  very  much,  got  into  the  Groyne  before 
he  could  poffibly  come  up  with  them.  Upon  this  he 
called  a  Council  of  War,  wherein  it  was  agreed,  that 
(fince  the  Accounts  they  had  received  from  their  Prifo- 
ners  agreed  perfectly  well,  and  feemed  to  make  it  clear, 
that  there  were  no  lefs  than  feventeen  of  the  Enemy’s 
Ships  of  War  in  the  Harbour,  which  was  ftrongly  for¬ 
tified,  and  had  a  narrow  and  dangerous  Entrance)  it  was 
therefore  mod  expedient  for  them  to  follow  the  latter 
Part  of  their  Inftru&ions,  by  which  they  were  diredfed, 
in  cafe  they  could  do  nothing  on  the  Coaft  of  Spain ,  to 
repair  into  the  Soundings ,  there  to  protedl  the  Trade,  and 
to  give  Notice  of  their  Return  to  the  Board  of  Admiral¬ 
ty  immediately.  This  Sir  John  accordingly  did,  about 
the  middle  of  June  $  but  then  the  Squadron  being  much 
diftreffed  for  Provifions,  it  was  found  neceilary,  on  the 
20th  of  June ,  to  repair  into  Port d. 

X  2  T  h  e 


d  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  613  Where  he  obferves  tha* 
after  chafing  thefe  fourteen  Sail  into  the  Groyne  Sir’ John 

Munden  called  a  Council  of  War,  in  which  his  Captains  took 
into  Confideraticn, 

“  I.  The  Intelligence  from  a  Perfon  who  belonged  to  a 
“  French  Merchant-Ship,  from  Rochelle,  and  fome  Spaniards 
taken  from  the  Shore  ;  the  former  affirming,  that  when  he 
“  came  from  Rochelle,  he  left  there  twelve  Ships  of  War  in 
<€  the  Road,  ready  to  fail  to  the  Groyne  with  the  fir  ft  fair 
Wind  ;  that  one  of  them  had  70  Guns,  one  eo,  and  all  th^ 
“  reft  60  ;  and  that  the  Faulcon,  (a  Fourth  Rate  taken  from 
s<  us  the  laft  Year)  was  going  thither  before  them. 

“  II.  That  the  Spaniards  were  very  pofitive  the  Duke  of 
V  Albuquerque  was  at  the  Groyne  with  two  thoufand  Soldiers, 

“  and 
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The  Mifcarriage  of  this  Defign  made  a  very  great 
Noife  :  It  was  difcovered  that  only  eight  of  the  twelve 
Ships  that  had  been  chafed  into  the  Groyne ,  were  Men 
of  War,  and  that  the  reft  were  only  Tranfports  :It  was 
alfo  faid,  that  Sir  John  Munden  had  called  off  The 
Salijbury  when  fhe  was  actually  engaged  with  a  French 
Man  of  War,  and  that  he  had  difcharged  the  Prifoners 
he  had  taken  very  precipitately.  To  quafh  thefe  Re¬ 
ports,  and  to  explain  the  whole  Affair  to  the  World 
( which  is,  to  be  fure,  the  beft  Method  in  all  fuch  Cafes) 
the  High  Admiral  Prince  George  ifliied  his  Commiffi- 
on  for  a  Court-Martial,  for  the  Trial  of  Sir  John 
Munden . 

This  Court  fat  on  Board  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The 
Queen,  at  Spithead,  on  the  13th  o  (July,  1702,  where 
were  prefent  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  Admiral  of  the  White , 
Prefident,  and  the  Captains  following,  viz .  Cole ,  Myngs , 
Leake ,  Greenhill ,  Turvill ,  Swanton ,  Good ,  Moyne ,  Kerr, 
Clarke ,  Ward,  Cooper,  Bridges ,  Maynard,  Crow,  Little¬ 
ton,  and  Hollyman  ;  who  being  all  lworn,  and  having 
examined  the  feveral  Articles  exhibited  againft  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Munden,  gave  their  Opinion,  That  he  had  fully 

cleared  himfelf  from  the  whole  Matter  contained  in 

them 


i(  and  that  there  were  already  in  that  Port,  three  French  Ships 
<c  of  War  of  fifty  Guns  each,  and  twelve  more  expected  from 
“  Rochelle ;  *  and  fmce  both  thefe  Accounts  fo  well  agreed, 
ec  and  it  was  judged,  there  were  feventeen  Ships  of  War  in  the 
“  Port,  that  the  Place  was  foftrongly  fortified,  and  the  Paftage 
64  thereinto  very  difficult,  it  was  unanimoufly  determined,  that 
6C  they  could  not  be  attempted  there,  with  any  Probability  of 
M  Succefs  ;  and  that,  by  remaining  in  the  Station,  they  could 
S(  not  have  any  Profpefl  of  doing  Service  :  So  that  it  was 
(t  judged  proper  to  repair  into  the  Soundings  for  protecting  the 
6t  Trade'’. 
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them  ;  and,  as  far  as  it  appeared  to  the  Court,  had 
complied  with  his  Inftruftions,  and  behaved  himfelt  with 
great  Zeal  and  Diligence  in  the  Service.  But,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  Acquittal,  it  was  thought  necellary  to  lay 
him  afide,  that  the  Stri&nefs  and  Impartiality  of  the 
new  Adminiftration  might  the  better  appear.  Liihcp 
Burnet  indeed  charges  Sir  John  Munden  roundly  with 
Stupidity  and  Cowardice,'  and  blames  Sir  George  Rooke 
more  than  he,  for  having  recommended  fuch  a  Man  c. 

X  3  But 


e  This  is  fo  harlh  a  Charge,  that  I  find  myfeif  obliged  to 
fupport  it,  by  citing  the  Bifliop’s  own  Words  which  are  thefe. 

“  Advice  was  fent  over  from  Holland,  or  a  Fleet  that  had 
“  failed  from  France,  and  was  ordered  to  call  in  at  the  Groyne. 
“  Munden  was  recommended  by  Rooke,  to  be  fent  again  it 
“  this  Fleet  ;  but  though  he  came  up  to  them,  with  a  fu- 
«  perior  Force,  yet  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  ill,  and  10  unfucceis- 
fully  that  a  Council  of  War  was  ordered  to  fit  on  him.  1  hey, 
“  indeed,  acquitted  him  ;  fome  excufmg  themfelves,  by  faying, 
««  that  if  they  had  condemned  him,  the  Pumffiment  was  Death  ; 
«  whereas,  they  thought  his  Errors  flowed  from  a  Want  of 
“  Senfe,  fo  that  it  would  have  been  hard  to  condemn  him  for  a 
Defed  of  that,  which  Nature  had  not  given  him.  Thofe  who 
iC  recommended  him  to  the  Imployment,  Denied  to  be  more  in 
“  Fault”.  But  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet,  who,  to  be  fur e  was 
better  Acquainted  with  all  the  Proceedings  on  this  Affair,  than 
the  Biftiop  could  poffibly  be,  delivers  his  Judgment  in  thefe 
Words.  “  This  was  a  very  unlucky  Accident  ;  yet  the  fame 
<«  Misfortune  might  have  happened  to  any  other  good  Officer 
“  as  well  as  Sir  John  Munden,  who  (to  do  him  Juftice)  had, 
“  during  his  long  Service  in  the  Fleet,  behaved  nimfelf  with 
“  Zeal,  Courage,  and  Fidelity  ;  and  though  himfelf  and  all 
“  the  Captains  in  his  Squadron,  did  unammoufly  conclude, 
that  at  lead  twelve  of  the  fourteen  Ships  which  they  chafed 
«  into  the  Groyne,  were  Men  of  War,  their  Number  agree- 
«  ing  exattly  with  the  Intelligence  from  feveral  Perfons  taken 
<t  from  the  Shore ;  yet,  even  in  that  Cafe,  it  is  reafonable  to 
“  think,  that  he  would  have  given  a  very  good  Account  of 
“  this  Affair,  could  he  poffibly  have  come  up  with  them”. 
Naval  Hiftory,  p.  613. 


\ 
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But  Mr.  Oldmixon ,  who  was  of  the  fame  Party  with 
the  Biftop,  is  pleafed  to  fugged,  that  it  was  not  fo 
much  for  any  Fault  he  had  committed,  but  becaufe  he 
was  not  in  Sii  George  Rooke's  good  Graces,  that  Sir 
John  Munden  was  difmilTed  f.  For  my  own  Part,  I 
..m  inclined  to  believe  what  the  Prefident  and  Council  of 
War  declared  upon  their  Oaths,  that  this  Gentleman 
cid  his  Duty  as  fai  as  he  could,  and  it  would  be  a  very 
great  Satisfaction  to  me,  if  I  could  account  as  well  for 
every  Mifcarriage  that  I  ft  all  be  obliged  to  relate  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Work. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1702,  her  Majefty  declared 
War  againft  France  and  Spain ;  this  was  while  Sir  John 
Munden  was  abroad,  and  I  mention  it,  becaufe  this 
Declaration  was  thought  neceilary  before  the  grand  Fleet 
failed  ;  theDefign  of  which,  asfar  as  lam  able  to  judge, 
has  been  hitherto  very  imperfectly  accounted  for.  The 
great  View  of  King  William  for  it  was,  by  him  the 
Caai^  Expedition  was  concerted  to  prevent  the  French 
from  getting  Poilbffion  of  the  Spanijb  Weft-Indies-,  or  at 
lead  to  prevent  their  keeping  them  long,  if  they  did. 
With  this  View  he  refolved  to  fend  a  grand  Fleet,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  the  then  High  Admiral  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  with  a  Body  of  Land  Forces,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde ,  on  Board,  to  make 
themfelves  Mailers  of  Cadiz.  By  this  Means,  and  by 
the  Help  of  a  Squadron  he  had  fent  into  the  Wejl-Indies , 

and 


f  Oldmixon’s  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  ii.  p.  28g.  It  is 
very  remarkable,  that  though  theft  two  Writers  flatly  con- 
fraciiE  one  another  ;  yet  they  agree  in  having  each  a  Stroke 
at  ir^  Te^rge  \ooke  j  but  as  their  Poifons  are  oppoflte,  lo  they 
very  nappny  prove  Antidotes  to  each  other. 
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and  which  was  to  have  been  followed  by  another  as 
foon  as  Cadiz  was  taken,  he  hoped  this  might  be  effeCl- 
ed  ;  and  he  knew  very  well,  if  this  could  be  once  done, 
an  End  would  be  put  to  all  the  French  Defigns,  and 
they  mull  be  obliged  to  terminate  the  Matter,  to  the 
Satisfaction  at  leaft  of  the  Maritime  Powers.  The 
Scheme  was  undoubtedly  very  well  laid,  and  the  Secret 
furprizingly  well  kept ;  for  though  the  preparing  of  fo 
great  an  Armament  could  not  be  hid,  yet  the  Intent 
of  it  was  fo  effectually  concealed,  that  France ,  Spain, 
and  Portugal,  then  in  Alliance  with  France  and  Spain, 
had  equal  Caufe  to  be  alarmed  ;  which  had  Confequen- 
ces  very  favourable  to  the  grand  Alliance  in  all  thefe 
Countries. 

After  the  Queen,s  Acccfiiori)  Sii  Gcoigc  RookS 
was  declared  Admiral  of  this  F  leet^  Vice- Admiral)  and 
Lieutenant  of  the  Admiralty  of  England^  and  Lieute- 
nant  of  the  Fleets  and  Seas  of  this  Kingdom  :  The 
Duke  of  Ormonde  remained,  as  before,  General  of  the 
Land  Forces,  and  the  Dutch  having  joined  the  Fleet 
with  their  Squadron,  which  had  ailo  its  Quota  of 
Troops  on  Board,  the  Admiral  hoifted  the  Union  Flag 
on  Board  The  Royal  Sovereign  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1702;  and  on  the  iff  of  June  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Denmark  dined  on  Board  the  Admiral,  and 
took  a  View  of  the  Fleet  and  Army,  which  was  foon 
in  a  Condition  to  fail.  Befides  Sir  George  Rooke,  there 
were  the  following  Flags,  Vice-Admiral  Hopfon,  who 
carried  a  Red  Flag  at  the  Fore-top-malt-head  of  The 
Prince  George  ;  Rear-Admiral  Fairboume,  who  carried 
the  White  at  the  Mizen-top-maft-head  of  The  St, 
George ;  and  Rear-Admiral  Graydon,  who  carried  the 

X  4  Blue 
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Blue  Flag  in  the  fame  Manner  in  The  Triumph.  There 
were  five  Dutch  Flags,  viz.  Two  Admirals,  two  Vice- 
Admirals,  and  a  Rear.  The  Strength  of  this  Fleet  con¬ 
fined  in  thirty  Englijh ,  and  twenty  Dutch  Ships  of  the 
Tine,  exclufive  of  fmall  Vefiels  and  Tenders,  which 
made  in  all  about  160  Sail.  As  to  the  Troops,  the  Eng - 
Ufa  confilted  of  9663,  including  Officers,  and  the  Dutch 
of  4138,  in  all  13801  s. 

On  the  19th  of  June^  the  Fleet  weighed  from  Spit- 
lead ,  and  came  to  an  Anchor  at  St.  Helen's.  On  the 
22d  the  two  Rear-Admirals,  Fairbourne  and  Graydon , 
were  detached  with  a  Squadron  of  thirty  Englijh  and 
Dutch  Ships,  with  Inftru&ions  firft  to  look  into  the 
Groyne ,  and  in  cafe  there  were  any  French  Ships  there, 
to  block  them  up  ;  but  if  not,  to  cruize  ten  or  twelve 
Leagues  N.  W.  of  Cape  Finejlere ,  till  they  fliould  be 

t 

joined  by  the  Fleet. 

On  ,the  10th  of  Augujl  the  Fleet  reached  the  Rock 
of  Lijbon ,  where  the  next  Day  they  held  a  Council  of 
War.  On  the  12th  they  came  before  Cadiz ,  and  an¬ 
chored  at  the  Diitance  of  two  Leagues  from  the  City, 

Sir 


s  That  this  was  a  very  great  Force,  and  that  the  Public 
had  reafon  to  frame  great  Expectations  to  them  fdves,  as  to  its 
Succefs,  all  the  World  muft  allow  :  but,  on  the  other  Hand, 
our  Expectations  ought  never  to  prejudice  us  fo  far  as  to  re- 
folve  not  to  be  fathfied  with  a  juft  Account  of  their  Difappoint- 
ment.  Bilhop  Burnet  fays,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  fpoke 
coldly  of  the  Expedition  before  he  failed  ;  and  this  he  tells  us, 
to  prove  that  Sir  George  intended  to  do  the  Enemy  no  hurt. 
But  the  Mifchief  lies  here,  that  Sir  George  fufpeCled  they 
fhouM  do  no  great  good,  becaufe  this  Expedition  was  of  a 
doubtful  Nature  ;  for  on  the  one  Hand  they  were  enjoined  to 
fpeak  to  the  Spaniards  as  Friends,  and  at  the  fame  Time  were 
ordered  to  aCt  againft  them  as  Foes. 
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Sir  Thomas  Smith ,  Quarter-Mafter-General,  having 
viewed  and  founded  the  Shore  on  the  Backfide  of  the  Me 
of  Leon,  in  which  Cadiz  ftands,  and  reported,  that 
there  were  very  convenient  Bays  to  make  a  Defcent. 
The  Duke  of  Ormonde  vehemently  infilled  in  a  Council 
of  War,  upon  landing  in  that  We,  in  order  to  a  fudden 
and  vigorous  Attack  of  the  Town,  where  the  Confter- 
rntion  was  fo  great,  that  in  all  Probability  the  Enter- 
prize  would  have  fucceeded  ;  but  feveral  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  efpecially  the  Sea-Officers,  oppofing  the  Duke’s 
Motion,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Army  (hould  firft  take 
the  Fort  of  St.  Katherine ,  and  Port  St.  Mary ,  to  facili¬ 
tate  thereby  a  nearer  Approach  to  Cadiz.  The  next 
Day,  September  13,  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  fent  a  Trum¬ 
pet  to  Cadiz ,  with  a  Letter  to  the  Duke  de  Brancaccio , 
the  Governor,  whom  the  Duke  had  known  in  the  Spa- 
nijh  Service,  in  the  lait  Confederate  War:  but  in  An- 
fwer  to  the  Letter,  inviting  him  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria ,  Brancaccio  replied,  he  would  acquit  himfelf 
honourably  of  the  Trull  that  was  repofed  in  him  by  the 
King\  On  the  15th  of  Auguft ,  the  Duke  of  Ormonde 

landed 


h  The  Reader  will  be  better  fatisfied  as  to  this  Matter,  if  he 
confults  the  Colledlions  of  Lamberti,  Tom.  ii.  p.  251.  When 
the  Duke  of  Ormonde  fummoned  Fort  St.  Katherire,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  Governor  did  not  accept  his  Terms,  he 
flaould  be  hanged,  and  none  of  his  Soldiers  receive  Quarter. 
To  this,  the  Governor  anfwered  with  great  Spirit  and  Juitice, 
That  if  he  mull  be  hanged,  it  was  all  one  to  him,  whether 
by  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  or  the  Governor  of  Cadiz  ;  and 
therefore  he  defined  leave  to  fend  to  him  for  his  Orders,  which 
was  refufed.  Thefe  quick  Proceedings,  inhead  of  drawing  the 
Spaniards  to  declare  for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  rendered  them 
averfe  to  it.  At  leaft,  this  was  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Senti¬ 
ment,  who  laboured  all  he  could  to  ferve  the  common  Caufe 
without  provoking  the  People  of  that  Country,  whom  his  Iu- 
ftru&ioos  directed  him  to  protect. 


) 
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landed  his  Forces  in  the  Bay  of  Bulls,  above  a  Mile  on 
the  Left  of  St.  Katherine's,  Fort,  the  Cannon  of  which 
fired  on  his  Men  all  the  while,  but  with  little  Execution. 
The  firft  that  landed  were  1200  Grenadiers,  led  by  Bri¬ 
gadier  P  allant,  and  the  Earl  of  Donne  gall  ;  they  were 
obliged  to  wade  to  the  Shore,  and  were  all  very  wet 
when  they  reached  it.  In  the  mean  Time  Captain 
Jumper  in  7 he  Lenox,  and  fome  Englijh  and  Dutch 
light  Frigates,  kept  firing  on  the  Horfe  that  appeared 
near  the  Coaft,  and  were  repulfed  by  the  Englijh  Foot. 
The  Duke  of  Ormonde,  as  foon  as  the  Troops  were 
landed,  fent  to  fummon  Fort  St.  Katherine-,  but  the 
Governor  replied,  he  had  Cannon  mounted,  with  Pow¬ 
der  and  Ball  fufficient  to  receive  him.  On  the  16th 
the  whole  Army  marched  to  a  Camp  marked  out  for 
them  near  La  Rotta,  a  Town  within  a  League  of  the 
Place,  where  they  landed,  from  which  moft  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  were  fled  5  but  Arid;  Orders  being  given  a- 
gainft  plundering,  many  of  them  returned ;  and,  had  the 
Spaniards  given  due  Attention  to  the  Duke’s  Declara¬ 
tion,  publifhed  at  his  firft  coming  on  the  Spanijl)  Coaft, 
they  needed  not  to  "have  been  in  any  Confterna- 
fion.  , 

The  Duke  of  Ormonde,  having  left  a  Garrifon  of 
three  hundred  Men  in  La  Rotta,  marched  on  the  20th 
of  Auguft  towards  Port  St.  Mary's.  Some  Squadrons 
of  Spanijh  Horfe,  about  fix  hundred  in  Number,  fired 
upon  the  Duke’s  advanced  Guards,  and  killed  Lieute¬ 
nant  Colonel  Gore's  Horfe,  of  the  Dragoons,  but  re¬ 
tired  on  the  Approach  of  the  Englijh  Grenadiers,  of 
whom  a  Detachment  under  Colonel  Pierce ,  of  the 
Guards,  were  fent  to  take  Fort  St.  Katherine ;  which 

they 
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they  did,  and  made  a  hundred  and  twenty  Spaniards 
Prifoners  of  War.-  The  Duke  entered  Port  St.  Mary's, 
attended  by  the  General  Officers,  viz.  Sir  Henry  Bellafis , 
Lieutenant-General ;  the  Earl  of  Portmore ,  Sir  Charles 
Hara,  and  Baron  Spaar ,  Majors-General;  Colonel 
Seymour,  Colonel  Lloyd,  Colonel  Matthews,  Colonel 
Hamilton,  and  Colonel  P allant,  now  Brigadiers  General : 
And  notwithftanding  the  ftrift  Orders  the  Duke  had 
if] ued  againft  Plunder,  there  was  a  very  gieat  Failing  in 
the  Execution  of  them,  for  which  Sir  Henry  Bellafis 
and  Sir  Charles  Hara,  were  put  under  Arreft  when  they 
came  to  England.  Bellafs  was  dL  milled  the  Service  ; 
and  though  Hara  efcaped  public  Cenfure,  he  did  not 
private.  Mr.  Methuen,  her  Majefty’s  Envoy  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Ormonde ,  dated  Au- 
guf  1,  gave  this  wholefome  Advice  concerning  the 
Conduit  of  the  Army :  That  the  Point  of  greateit 
Importance,  was,  to  infinuate  to  the  Spaniards,  and 
fhew  by  their  Proceeding,  that  they  came  not  as  Ene¬ 
mies  to  Spain,  but  only  to  free  them  from  France,  and 
give  them  Affiftance  to  eftablilh  themfelves  under  the 
Government  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufria.  It  being  found 
too  difficult  to  approach  Cadiz,  while  the  Spaniards 
were  in  Poffeffion  of  Matagorda  Fort,  over  againft  the 
Puntal ,  it  was  ordered  to  be  attacked,  and  a  Battery  of 
four  Pieces  of  Cannon  ereifed  againft  it ;  but  upon  each 
firing,  the  Guns  funk  into  the  Stands,  and  alter  a  fruit— 
lefs  Attempt,  the  Defign  was  given  over,  and  the 
Troops  ordered  to  embark  ;  which  was  done  accord¬ 
ingly,  with  Intention  to  make  the  belt  of  their  Way 
home.  The  Spaniards  did  indeed  endeavour  to  difturb 
them  in  their  Retreat,  but  with  very  little  Succefs,  a 

Detachment 


I 
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Detachment  of  Englifh  and  Dutch  Troops,  under  the 
Command  of  Colonel  Fox ,  having  quickly  repulfed 
them,  with  the  Lofs  of  a  few  of  their  Horfe,  who  were 
the  moil  forward  in  the  Attack,  which  difcouraged  the 

reil  fo,  that  few  or  none  of  our  People  were  loll  in  get* 
ting  aboard  their  Ships '. 

In  moft  of  our  Hiilorians,  the  Cadiz  Expedition  is 
treated  as  not  much  to  the  Reputation  of  the  Nation  in 
general,  or  of  Sir  George  Rooke  'm  particular.  As  to  the 
Diforders  at  St.  Mary’s ,  of  which  we  fhall  hear  much 
more  in  another  Place,  they  did  not  at  all  aftedl  Sir  George 
Rooke,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  nor  u'as  ever 
charged  with  them.  That  he  did  not  purfue  with  great 
Eagernefs  the  burning  the  Ships,  or  deftroying  the  Place, 

has  indeed  been  imputed  to  him  as  an  Adi  of  ill  Con- 

£ 

dud.  Bifhop  Burnet  chargetb  him  with  it  flatly,  and 
fays,  that,  before  he  went  out,  he  had  in  a  Manner  de¬ 
termined  not  to  do  the  Enemy  much  Hurt.  I  believe 
this  Prelate  fpoke  as  he  thought  ;  but  as  to  Sir  George , 
I  am  throughly  perfuaded,  that  when  he  went  out, 
and  while  he  was  out,  he  intended  nothing  more  or 
lefs,  than  to  obey  his  Inflrudions.  As  to  the  Spirit  of 

thefe 


1  Tne  Truth  of  the  Matter  was,  that  the  Confederates 
found  Cadiz  in  a  much  better  Situation  than  they  expe&ed, 
Themfelves  worfe  received  than  they  hoped,  and  the  General 
Officers  fo  much  divided  in  their  Opinions,  that  a  Retreat  was 
thought  more  advifeable  than  any  other  Meafure  in  a  Council 
cf  War.  If  Sir  George  Rooke,  before  he  put  to  Sea  forefaw  any 
cl  the  Difficulties  they  then  met  with,  few  People  at  this  Time 
cf  Day,  1  believe,  think  fuch  a  Forefight  a  Difcredit  to  him, 
either  as  a  Statefman  or  an  Admiral.  As. to  his  own  Condudt, 
he  was  called  to  an  Account  for  it  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and,  as  we  fhall  fee  elfewhere,  defended  it  fo  well,  that  no 
Imputation  could  be  fixed  upon  him. 
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thefe,  we  may  eafily  guefs  at  it  from  the  Pafiage  m  Mr. 
Methuen' s  Letter,  before  cited,  which  very  fully  1  ewb» 
that  this  Expedition  was  originally  concerted  on  a  Suppo- 
fition,  that  the  Spaniards  had  a  natural  Affedion  for  the 
Houfe  of  Aujtria ,  and  would  join  with  us  in  their  f  a¬ 
vour  againft  the  French.  But  in  this  it  feerns  we  were 
miftaken  ;  and  yet  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  make 
this  Conclufion  too  haftily,  efpecially  after  what  polled 
at  Port  St.  Mary's,  which,  coniidering  the  Dilpofuton 
of  the  Nation,  might  be  prefumed  to  have  provoked  the 
Spaniards  to  a  Degree  not  to  be  appeafed  by  all  the 
fine  Words  we  gave  them  in  our  Mantfefto.  A  candid 
Reader  will  therefore  eafily  difeern  the  true  Reafon  of 
Sir  George's  Condud.  He  thought  it  Madneis  to  ex- 
pofe  the  Lives  of  the  Queen’s  Subjects  where  they 
might  be  fpared  to  better  Advantage  }  and  therefore  was 
not  over  fond  of  burning  Towns,  and  cutting  Throats, 
to  convince  the  Spaniards  of  our  hearty  Affedti.n  for 
them  ;  which,  however,  was  the  Language  of  our  De¬ 
clarations  and  his  Inftrudions k.  Mr.  Oldmixon  there¬ 
fore  concludes,  after  a  candid  Relation  of  Fads,  very 
juftly,  and  like  a  Man  of  Honour,  that  however  the 
Nation’s  Expedations  might  be  difappointed  in  the  Cadiz 
Expedition,  yet  there  was  nothing  blameable  in  the 
Condud  either  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  or  Sir  George 


k  This  is  the  Subftance  of  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Dsxnce  be- 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  who  enquired  into  this  Affair,  and 
addreffed  the  Queen  that  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  and  Sir  George 
Rooke  might  lay  the  whole  I  raniabhon  before  them,  which 
was  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year,  and  what  I  have 
offered  in  the  Text,  is  only  to  avoid  Repetitions.  A  more 
diftin£t  Account  of  the  Enquiry  will  be  found  in  the  Memoirs 
of  Sir  George  Rooke  in  the  fucceeding  Volume. 
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Rooke  Foreign  Writers  do  the  fame  Juft  ice  to  our 
Commanders,  and  even  fuch  of  them  as  are  vifibly  in 
the  French  Intereft;  fo  that  if  we  decide  according  to 
Evidence,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  join  in  that  Cla¬ 
mour  which  difcontented  People  raifed  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion  m. 

While  the  Admiral  was  intent  on  bringing  the 
Fleet  and  Forces  /rifely  home.  Providence  put  it  in  his 
Power  to  do  his  Country  a  more  fignal  and  effe&ual 
Service,  than  even  the  taking  of  Cadiz  would  have  been. 
Captain  Hardy ,  who  commanded  her  Majefty’s  Ship 
The  Pembroke ,  was  fent  to  Water  in  Lagos-tey,  where 
he  learnt  from  his  Con  venation  with  the  French  Con* 
ful,  who  fought  it  in  order  to  boa/l  of  their  good  For¬ 
tune 


1  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  ii.  p.  292.  The  Reader  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  I  lay  hold  of  every  Opportunity  of  doing  JuHice 
to  our  Hiftorians,  and  therefore,  I  hope  will  believe,  that 
whenever  I  differ  with  them,  it  is  purely  out  of  Refpe&  to 
Truth.  m  The  French  Hiftorians  fay,  that  the  Prince 

of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  whom  the  Emperor  had  appointed  Gene- 
ral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  fuch  Spaniards  as  fhould  mani- 
feft  their  Fidelity  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  did  little  or  no 
Service  by  the  violent  Memorials  which  he  publiftied,  filled 
with  perfonal  Reproaches  and  warm  Threats  againft  fuch  as 
adhered  to  King  Philip.  At  firft,  however,  it  is  admitted, 
that  the  Spaniards  did  not  fhew  any  great  Zeal  for  the  Intereft 
of  their  new  Prince  ;  but  after  they  w^ere  provoked  by  the  Bar¬ 
barities  committed  at  the  Port  of  St.  Mary,  they  loft  all  Pa¬ 
tience,  and  fought  with  fuch  Bitternefs,  and  Indignation,  as  is 
fcarce  to  be  expreffed.  The  fame  Hiftorians  fay,  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormonde,  and  his  Eorces,  when  they  attacked  Matta- 
gerda  Fort,  were  expofed  to  a  prodigious  Fire  from  the  Place, 
while  they  were  able  to  form  no  better  Battery  than  two  Field- 
Pieces,  and  two  fmall  Mortars,  the  Ground  being  fo  Avampy 
as  not  to  bear  heavy  Artillery.  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  i ii. 
p.  702.  Limieres,  lom.  iii.  p.  101.  Larrey,  Tom,  iii.  p. 
544* 
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tune,  that  they  had  lately  received  great  Nev  s,  though 
he  would  not  tell  him  what  it  was.  Soon  afterariived 
an  Exprefs  from  Li/bon ,  with  Letters  for  the  Prince  of 
HeJJe  and  Mr.  Methuen ;  which,  when  he  underhood 
they  were  no  longer  on  Board  the  Fleet,  he  rcruied  to 
deliver,  and  a&ually  carried  them  back  to  Lijbon.  In 
Difcourfe,  however,  he  told  Captain  Hardy ,  that  the 
Galleons,  under  the  Convoy  of  a  French  Squadron,  put 
into  Vigo  the  16th  of  September.  Captain  Hardy  made 
what  hafte  he  could  with  this  News  to  the  fleet,  with 
which  however  he  did  not  meet  untill  the  3d  of  Ofto- 
ber ,  and  even  then  the  Wind  blew  fo  hard,  that  he 
found  it  impoffible  to  fpeak  with  the  Admiral  till  the 
6th,  when  he  informed  him  of  what  he  had  heard. 
Upon  this  Sir  George  called  a  Council  of  War  imme¬ 
diately,  compofed  of  the  Englijb  and  Dutch  flag- Offi¬ 
cers,  by  whom  it  was  refolved  to  fail,  as  expeditioufly 
as  poffible,  to  the  Port  of  Vigo ,  and  attack  the  Enemy. 
In  order  to  this,  fome  fmall  VefTels  were  detached  to 
make  a  Difcovery  of  the  Enemy’s  Force,  which  was 
done  effectually  by  the  Kent's  Boat ;  and  the  Captain 
underftood  that  Monf.  Chafleau- Renault  s  Squadron  of 
French  Men  of  War,  and  the  Spanijh  Galleons,  were 
all  in  that  Harbour;  but  the  Wind  blowing  a  Storm, 
drove  the  Fleet  to  the  Northwards  as  far  as  Cape  Fi- 
nijiere ,  and  it  came  not  before  the  Place  till  the  nth 
of  October n.  The  Paffage  into  the  Harbour  was  not 

above 


n  After  reading  this  Account,  it  muft  furprize  any  Man  to 
hear,  that  Bilhop  Burnet  charges  the  Admiral  with  want  of 
Diligence,  neglcft  of  Duty,  and  a  Diflike  to  this  Service  ; 

when  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than,  that  he  atted  throughout 

the 
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above  three  Quarters  of  a  Mile  over,  with  a  Battery  0f 
eight  Brafs,  and  twelve  Iron  Guns  on  the  North  Side 
and  on  the  South  was  a  Piatform  of  twenty  Brafs  Guns 
and  twenty  Iron  Guns,  as  alfo  a  Stone  Fort,  with  a 
Bread-work;  and  French  before  it,  ten  Guns  mounted, 
and  five  hundred  Men  in  it.  There  was,  from  one  Side  of 
the  Harbour  to  the  other,  a  Prong  Boom  of  Ships  Yards 
and  I  op-Mafts,  fattened  together  with  three-inch  Rope, 
very  thick,  and  underneath  with  Hauliers  and  Cables. 
Tne  top  Chain  at  each  End  was  moored  to  a  feventy 
Gun  Ship,  the  one  was  called  The  Hope ,  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  Englijh ,  and  the  other  was  The 
Bourbon.  Within  the  Boom  were  moored  five  Ships  of 
between  fixty  and  feventy  Guns  each,  with  their  Broad- 
Tides  fronting  the  Entrance  of  the  Pailage,  fo  as  that 
they  might  fire  at  any  Ship  that  came  near  the  Boom, 
Forts,  and  Platform  °.  The  Admirals  removed  the 
Flags  from  the  great  Ships  into  third  Rates,  the  firftand 
fecond  Rates  being  too  big  to  go  in.  Sir  George  Rooh 
went  out  of  The  Royal  Sovereign  into  The  Somerfet ;  Ad¬ 
miral  Hop/on  out  of  The  Prince  George  into  The  Torbay 

Admiral 


the  whole  of  this  Bufinefs,  with  all  imaginable  Vigour,  and 
that  if  he  had  been  inclined  to  do  othervvife,  he  had  the  fair- 
eil;  Opportunities  that  could  poffibly  have  offered  for  avoiding 
or  delaying  the  Attack.  •  6 

0  The  French  Writers  are  very  copious  in  their  Defcription 
of  the  Meafures  taken  by  the  French  Admiral  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Fleet;  and  indeed  it  mud  be  allowed  that  the  Difpofition 
was  as  good  as  the  Place  would  admit.  Fhe  Oount  de  Chateau 
Renault,  was  a  very  gallant  and  experienced  Officer ;  and  if, 
as  i-hele  Writers  fay,  his  Reputation  was  heightened  by  this 
«A  cadent,  then  it  plainly  proves,  that  our  Officers  added  as  well 
as  Men  could  be  expeded  to  ad.  Hifloire  Militaire,  Tom.  iii. 
p.  717.  Rapm  Thoyras  continue,  Tom.  xi.  p.  487.  Me- 
in 0 ires  IMoriques,  &  Chronologiques, 
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Admiral  Fairborne  out  of  The  St.  George  into  The  F£ex$ 
and  Admiral  Gray  don  out  of  The  Triumph  into  The 
Northumberland .  A  Detachment  of  fifteen  Englljh * 
and  ten  Dutch  Men  of  War,  with  all  the  Fire-Ships* 
Frigates,  and  Bomb-Vefiels,  were  ordered  to  go  upon 
this  Service  p. 

The  Duke  of  Ormonde ,  to  facilitate  this  Attack* 
landed,  on  the  South  Side  of  the  River,  at  the  Diftance 
of  about  fix  Miles  from  Vigo9  2500  Men  :  then  Lord 
Shannon ,  at  the  Head  of  five  hundred  Men,  attacked  a 
Stone  Fort  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Harbour,  and  having 
made  himfelf  Matter  of  a  Platform  of  forty  Pieces  of 
Cannon,  the  French  Governor,  Monf.  Sozel>  ordered 
the  Gates  of  the  Place  to  be  thrown  open,  with  a  Re- 
folution  to  have  forced  his  Way  through  the  Englijh 
Troops.  But  though  there  was  great  Bravery,  yet  there 
was  but  very  little  Judgment  in  this  Adlion  ;  for  his  Or¬ 
der  was  no  fooner  obeyed,  than  the  Grenadiers  entered 
the  Place  Sword  in  Hand,  and  forced  the  Garrifon,  con¬ 
fining  of  French  and  Spaniards ,  in  Number  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty,  to  furrender  Prifoners  of  War.-  This 
VoL.  III.  Y  wa.<? 


p  It  is  perfedly  clear  from  his  manner  of  making  this  At¬ 
tack,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  had  the  Honour  of  his  Country 
as  much  at  Heart  as  Man  could  have  ;  and  it  is  very  ftranp-e, 
that  among  fo  many  Obfervations,  nobody  fhould  take  Notice 
of  the  great  Prudence  fhewn  in  the  forming  this  Difpofltion, 
and  the  Courage  and  Alacrity  of  the  Admirals,  in  quitting 
the  large  Ships,  that  they  might  have  a  Share  in  the  Danger 
as  well  as  in  the  Reputation,  of  this  Adion.  If  it  had  mif- 
carried,  we  fhould  have  had  Reflections  enough  on  the  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Miitakes  in  this  Matter and,  methinks,  it  is  a"  little 
hard  to  pafs  in  Silence  this  extraordinary  Mark  of  his  Condud 
and  leave  it  to  be  commended,  as  it  is,  by  the  Dutch  Hiftoriani 
only  ;  as  if  they  alone  knew  how  to  value  Merit,  andwfwere 
cefned  only  to  ieffen  and  traduce  it. 
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was  a  Conqued  of  great  Importance,  and  obtained  much 
fooner  than  the  Enemy  expe&ed,  who  might  otherwife 
have  prevented  it,  fince  they  had  in  the  Neighbourhood 
a  Body  of  at  lead  10,000  Men,  under  the  Command 
of  the  Prince  of  Br abandon.  It  was  Iikewife  of  great 
Confequence  in  refpeft  to  the  Fleet,  fince  our  Ships 
would  have  been  exc effively  galled  by  the  Fire  from  that 
Platform  and  Fortq. 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  our  Flag  was  feen  flying  from 
the  Place,  the  Ships  advanced,  and  Vice-Admiral  Hop- 
fon  in  The  Torbay ,  crowding  all  the  Sail  he  could,  ran 
direct ly  againfl  the  Boom,  broke  it,  and  then  The  Kenty 
with  the  red  of  the  Squadron,  Englijh  and  Dutch ,  en¬ 
tered  the  Harbour,  The  Enemy  made  a  prodigious 
Fire  upon  them,  both  from  their  Ships  and  Batteries  on 
Shore,  till  the  latter  was  poffeffed  by  our  Grenadiers, 
who  feeing  the  Execution  done  by  their  Guns  on  the 
Fleet,  behaved  with  incredible  Refolution.  In  the  mean 
Time  one  of  the  Enemy’s  Fire-Ships  had  laid  The  Tor- 
bay  on  Board,  and  had  certainly  burnt  her,  but  that  the 
Fire-Ship  had  a  great  Quantity  of  Snuff*  on  Board, 
which  extinguifhed  the  Flames  when  fhe  came  to  blow 
up  :  Yet  the  Vice-Admiral  did  not  abfolutely  efcape. 
Her  Fore-top-mad  was  fhot  by  the  Board,  mod  of  the 
Sails  burnt  or  fcorched,  the  Fore-yard  burnt  to  a  Coal, 
the  Larboard- fhrouds,  fore  and  aft,  burnt  at  the  Dead- 
eyes,  feveral  Ports  blown  off  the  Hinges,  her  Larboard- 

fid  e. 


a  The  French  Writers  fay,  that  at  the  fir  ft  Appearance  of 
the  Duke  of  Ormonde’s  Grenadiers,  the  Spanifh  Militia  threw 
down  their  Arms,  and  fled  ;  and  they  Iikewife  admit,  that  they 
forced  their  Way  on  the  opening  the  Gate,  as  is  allerted  in 
our  Accounts, 
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fide  entirely  fcorched,  a  hundred  and  fifteen  Men  killed 
and  drowned  ;  of  whom  about  fixty  jumped  over-board 
as  loon  as  they  were  grappled  by  the  Fire- Sh?p.  The 
Vice-Admiral,  when  he  found  her  in  this  Condition, 
went  on  Board  The  Mo?imouth ,  and  hoifted  his  Flag 
there.  In  the  mean  Time  Captain  William  Bokenham , 
in  The  Aflociation ,  a  Ship  of  ninety  Guns,  lay  with  her 
Broadfide  to  the  Battery  on  the  Left  of  the  Harbour, 
which  was  foon  difabled  ;  and  Captain  Fra?icis  Wyvell , 
in  The  Barfleur ,  a  Ship  of  the  fame  Force,  was  fent  to 
batter  the  Fort  on  the  other  Side,  which  was  a  very 
troublefome  Service,  fince  the  Enemy’s  Shot  pierced 
his  Ship  through  and  through,  and  for  fome  Time  he 
durft  not  fire  a  Gun,  becaufe  our  Troops  were  between 
him  and  the  Fort  but  they  foon  drove  the  Enemy 
from  their  Poll,  and  then  the  Struggle  was  between 
the  French  firing,  and  our  Men  endeavouring  to  fave 
their  Ships  and  the  Galleons.  In  this  Difpute  The 
Aflociation  had  her  Main-Malt  {hot,  and  two  Men  kil¬ 
led  $  The  Kenthz&hzr  Fore-Mall  {hot,  and  the  Boat- 
fwain  wounded  ;  The  Barfleur  had  her  Main-Mail  (hot, 
two  Men  killed,  and  two  wounded  ;  The  Mary  had  her 
Bowfprit  fliotr.  Of  the  Troops  there  were  only  two 
Lieutenants  and  thirty  Men  killed,  and  four  fuperior 
Officers  wounded  ;  a  very  inconfiderable  Lofs,  confi- 
dering  that  the  Enemy  had  fifteen  French  Men  of  War, 

Y  2  two 


r  It  is  very  apparent  from  this  Account,  that  the  A&ion 
was  extremely  warm,  and  that  all  who  were  concerned  in  it, 
did  their  Duty  ;  and  if  we  confider  how  many  Attempts  of  the 
fame  kind  failed  in  the  former  Reign,  and  with  how  frnall  a 
Lofs  this  great  Adlios  was  atchieved,  we  {hall  be  fatisfied  that 
our  Admirals  deferved  the  higheit  Commendation. 
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two  Frigates,  and  a  Fire-Ship,  burnt,  funk,  or  taken ; 
as  were  feventeen  Galleons.  As  for  the  Particulars  of 
the  Enemy’s  Lofs,  and  of  what  we  gained  by  this  great 
Vidlory,  they  are  accounted  for  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Page  \ 

This 


8  French  Ships  taken,  burnt,  and  run  afhore. 


Ships  burnt. 

Le  Fort  ■ 

L*  Enflame  « - 

Le  Prudent  - - 

Le  Solide  — ■ 
La  Dauphine  — 
L’  Enterprenant 
La  Choquante 


No.  of  Guns. 


Le  Favori,  a  Firefhip 
Eight  Advice  Boats. 

Taken  by  the  English,  and  brought  Horae. 


Le  Prompt  * - — -  - - —  76 

Le  Firme  - - -  72 

L’  Efperance  70 

L’  Allure.  ■■  »■■■■■  ■■  66 


2  84 

Taken  by  the  Dutch. 


Le  Bourbon  ■  — ■ .  ■  63 

Le  Superbe  — —  ■  —  70 

La  Sirenne  -  ■  ■■ — — «  60 

Le  Modere— — - • - — -  56 

Le  Voluntaire  — — —  46 

Le  Triton.  - - -  42 


Total,  Ships  lit 


342 

Guns  960 


Six 
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This  Event  gave  a  great  deal  of  Trouble  to  the 
Paris  Gazetteer :  When  he  firft  fpoke  of  this  Misfor¬ 
tune,  he  affirmed,  that  all  the  Plate  was  carried  on  Shore 
and  fecured,  and  that  had  five  Men  of  War  funk  in 
the  Attack.  Afterwards  he  retrafted  the  firft  Part  of  the 
Tale,  and  owned  that  a  little  Silver  was  taken ;  but 
then  he  added,  that  nine  of  our  Ships  were  wrecked  in 
their  return,  and  all  their  Men  loft  ;  which  fhews  how 
great  an  Impreffion  this  Lofs  made  on  thofe  who  had 
the  Direction  of  this  Gazette.  Father  Daniel  gives  a 
pretty  fair  Account  of  this  Matter,  and  a  late  French 
Hiftorian  very  candidly  owns,  that  by  this  Blow  the 
Naval  Power  of  France  was  fo  deeply  wounded,  as  that 
fhe  never  recovered  it  during  the  War'. 

There  were  certain  Circumftances  attending  this 
Succefs  of  ours  at  Vigo ,  which  heightened  its  Luftre  not 
a  little.  Our  Statefmen  had  all  along  kept  their  Eyes 
upon  the  Galleons,  and  had  actually  fitted  out  a  Squa¬ 
dron  on  Purpofe  to  intercept  them,  under  the  Command 
of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  Orders  likewife  had  been  fent 

Y  3  to 


Six  Galleons  were  taken  by  the  Englifh,  and  five  by  the 
Dutch,  who  funk  fix.  As  to  the  Wealth  on  Board  the  Galleons, 
we  never  had  any  exa£l  Account  of  it.  It  is  certain,  that  the 
Spanifh  and  French  Ships  had  been  twenty-five  Days  in  Vigo- 
Harbour,  before  the  Confederates  arrived  there,  in  which 
Time,  they  unladed  the  belt  Part  of  the  Plate  and  rich  Goods, 
and  fent  them  up  the  Country.  The  Galleons  had  on  board 
twenty  Millions  of  Pieces  of  Eight,  befides  Merchandize, 
which  was  thought  of  equal  Value.  Of  the  Silver,  fourteen 
Millions  were  faved,  of  the  Goods  about  five.  Four  Millions 
of  Plate  were  ueftroyed,  with  ten  Millions  of  Merchandize;  and 
about  two  Millions  in  Silver,  and  five  in  Goods,  were  brought 
away  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch. 

1  See  the  compleat  Hvftory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  i 
p.  391. 
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to  Sir  George  Rooke ,  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  which 
never  reached  him  ;  and  after  all  their  Precautions,  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel's  Squadron  would  fcarce  have  been 
itrong  enough  to  have  undertaken  fo  dangerous  an  Ein 
terprize.  Yet  Bifhop  Burnet,  not  at  all  dazzled  with 
the  Brightnefs  of  this  Exploit,  tells  us,  that  Sir  George 
Rooke  performed  this  Service  very  unwillingly,  and  did 
not  make  the  ufe  of  it  he  might  have  done  ;  in  which, 
no  doubt,  he  was  impeded  on,  fince  the  Fadl,  upon 
which  he  grounds  it,  is  certainly  falfe  u. 

Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  arrived  on  the  16th  of  October , 
as  the  Troops  were  embarking,  and  the  Admiral  left 
him  at  Vigo,  with  Orders  to  fee  the  French  Men  of 
1/Var  and  the  Galleons  that  we  had  taken,  and  that  were 
in  a  Condition  to  be  brought  to  England ,  carefully  rigged, 
and  properly  fupplied  with  Men.  He  was  likewife  diredled 
to  burn  fuch  as  could  not  be  brought  home,  and  to  take 
all  the  Care  he  could  to  prevent  Embezzlements ;  and 
having  appointed  a  ftrong  Squadron  for  this  Service,  the 
Admiral,  with  the  reft  of  the  Fleet,  and  one  of  the 
Spanijh  Galleons,  failed  home,  and  arrived  in  the  Downs 
on  the  7th  of  November ,  1702,  from  whence  the  great 
Ships  were  about  the  Middle  of  the  Month,  fent  round 
to  Chatham  w. 

Sir 


u  If  Sir  George  Rcoke  had  been  fo  negligent  as  the  Biftiop 
makes  him,  we  had  certainly  never  heard  of  the  Spanifh  Fleet 
at  Vigo  at  all  ;  for  though  the  Bifhop  fays,  that  the  Admi¬ 
ral  fent  to  none  of  the  Ports  (whereas,  Exprefles  were  fent  to 
them  all  from  Lifbon)  yet  the  Matter  of  F^ct  is  clearly  this, 
that  Sir  George  fent  Captain  Hardy  to  Lagos  Bay,  and  there 
he  met  with  the  only  Exprefs  that  was  fent  from  Lifhon ;  fo  that 
here  we  have  a  Charge,  not  only  without  Proof,  but  direftly 
in  the  Teeth  of  Proof.  w  Burchet,  Burnet,  Qldmixon,  See.' 
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Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  in  the  Space  of  a  Week,  put 
the  French  Men  of  War,  and  other  Prizes,  into  the 
bell  Condition  poflible  ;  took  out  all  the  Lading  from 
a  Galleon,  which  was  made  Prize  by  The  Mary ,  and 
brought  along  with  him  The  Dartmouth ,  which  had 
been  taken  from  us  in  the  lad  War,  and  was  now  made 
Prize  by  Captain  Wyvill ;  but  as  there  was  another  Ship 
of  that  Name  in  the  Navy,  this  Prize  was  called  The 
Vigo.  He  alfo  took-  out  of  the  French  Ships  that  were 
run  on  Shore,  fifty  Brafs  Guns,  and  brought  off  fixtv 
more  from  the  Forts  and  Batteries  ;  after  which,  on 
the  24th  of  October ,  he  fet  Fire  to  the  Ships  he  could 
not  bring  away.  The  next  Day  he  left  Vigo ,  but  it 
proving  calm,  he  anchored  in  the  Channel  between  that 
Port  and  Bayonne ,  where  he  fent  feveral  Prifoners  on 
Shore  with  a  Flag  of  Truce,  and  had  ours  returned  in 
their  Head*. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  he  was  again  under  Sail, 
intending  to  have  palled  through  the  North  Channel ; 
but  the  Wind  taking  him  fhort,  he  was  obliged  to  pafs 
through  that  which  lies  to  the  South,  where  the  Gal¬ 
leon,  which  was  The  Monmouth' s  Prize,  flruck  upon  a 
Rock,  and  foundered  ;  but  their  being  feveral  Frigates 
on  each  Side  of  her,  all  her  Men  were  faved  except  two. 
He  was  this  Day  joined  by  The  Dragon ,  a  fifty  Gun 
Ship,  commanded  by  Captain  Holy  man ,  which  had  been 
attacked  by  a  French  Man  of  War  of  much  greater 

Y  4  Force 


x  This  Squadron  failed  from  Spithead,  the  29th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  3702.  Sir  George  Rooke  arrived  in  the  Downs,  Novem¬ 
ber  7th  ;  and  Sir  Clouddley  failed  the  25th  of  O&ober  from 
Vigo,  and  arrived  on  the  10th  of  November,  off  the  Ifle  of 
Wight.  See  the  London  Gazette,  No,  3861, 


3^8  NAVAL  BISTORT 

Force,  and  the  Captain  and  twenty-five  Men  killed  s 
but  his  Lieutenant  fought  her  bravely,  and  at  laft 
brought  her  fafe  into  the  Fleet.  In  their  PafTage  they 
had  exiream  bad  Weather,  and  though  The  Najfau  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  make  a  very  rich  Prize  which  was 
coming  from  Morlaix ,  yet  it  foundered  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  leather  was  then  fo  bad,  that  the  Squar 
dron  feparated,  every  Ship  fhifting  for  itfelf;  though  all 
had  the  good  Luck  to  get  fafe  to  England  y  but  in  a  very 
/bartered  Condition  L 

W e  have  now  attended  the  grand  Fleet  throughout 
the  whole  Expedition,  and  are  next  to  mention  what 
was  performed  by  feveral  Detachments  made  for  parti¬ 
cular  Services.  Among  thefe  the  Squadron  commanded 
by  Captain  John  Leake ,  claims  the  firft  Notice.  On 
the  24th  of  June ,  1702,  he  received  Inftrudtions  from 
his  Royal  Highnefs  to  proceed  to  Newfoundland ,  with 
a  fmall  Squadron,  in  order  to  protect  the  Trade,  annoy 
the  Enemy,  and  bring  the  homeward-bound  Ships  un¬ 
der  his  Convoy.  He  failed  in  Purfuance  of  thefe  In- 
Erudlions,  and  arrived  in  Plymouth-Sound  on  the  22d  of 
July ,  where  having  gained  the  bell  Intelligence  he 
could,  as  to  the  State  of  our  own  Affairs,  and  of  thofe 
of  the  Enemy,  he  fo  effedually  purfued  the  Defign  on 
which  he  came  thither,  that  by  the  End  of  Oftober  he 
£Ound  himfelf  ready  to  proceed  with  the  homeward-bound 
Ships  for  England ,  having  taken  twenty-nine  Sail  of 
the  Enemy,  and  burnt  two.  Of  thefe,  three  were  laden 

with 


y  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3862,  3863,  where  it  is 
faid,  that  the  Remainder  of  the  Fleet  came  in  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne. 
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with  Salt,  twenty-five  with  Fifh,  and  one  foi  A/Iaiti - 
nico  with  Sugar  and  Melafles,  eight  of  which  fell  into 
the  Hands  of  The  Exeter ,  nine  were  taken  by  The 
Medway ,  four  by  the  Mount  ague ,  as  many  by  The  Litch¬ 
field ,  three  by  The  Cbarles-GzWey ,  and  one  by  The 

Befides  which,  he  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  the 
Fifhing-Boats  and  Stages,  £sfr.  at  Trepafiy ,  St.  Mzr/s, 
Colenet,  Great  and  Little  St.  Lawrence' s,  and  the  Illand 
of  St.  Peter’s  at  the  Entrance  of  Fortune- Bay,  being  all 
very  confiderable  Eftablilhments  of  the  French  in  New¬ 
foundland,  and  of  the  greateft  Importance  for  carrying 
on  their  Fifhery  there,  and  breeding  their  Seamen.  At 
the  latter  of  thefe  Places,  there  was  a  fmail  Fort  of  fix 
Guns,  which  he  wholly  demolished  :  After  all  which 
Succefs  he  failed  home  fafely,  though  the  Weather  was 
bad,  and  arrived  with  the  Squadron  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  at  Portfmouth ,  on  the  ioth  of  November  in  the 
fame  Year  z. 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  War,  nothing  gave  us  or 
the  Dutch  more  Difturbance,  than  the  Motions  made 
from  Time  to  Time  by  the  French  Ships  at  Dunkirk 9 
where  this  Year  they  had  a  fmail  Squadron  under  the 
Command  of  the  famous  Monfieur  de  Pointis .  This 
induced  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  equip  a  particular  Squa¬ 
dron  under  the  Command  of  Commodore  Beaumont , 
which  had  Orders  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of 
fiune,  to  fail  to  the  Mouth  of  that  Port,  in  order  to 
keep  the  French  Ships  from  coming  out.  The  States 
General  had  fop  the  fame  Purpofe  a  much  ftronger  Squa¬ 
dron  under  the  Command  of  Rear-Admiral  Vanderdujjen , 

for 

\ 

*  1  ■■—■■■»■  T.IF71  I.  ■■  n.  HI  1  M  ■  MWM«*WTT*Tr»ll»  ■■  I.I'HIM  IIIW  *  I,  ■■  '  ■  

?  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3861. 
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for  Reafons  of  great  Importance,  as  they  apprehended  % 
though  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  French  kept  fever* 
or  eight  Ships  there  purely  to  amufe  us  and  the  Dutch , 
and  to  keep  us  in  perpetual  Motion.  According  to 
the  Informations  we  had  here,  the  French  were  fome- 
times  faid  to  have  a  Defign  of  intercepting  our  home¬ 
ward-bound  Ships  from  Sweden  and  RuJJia  ;  according 

to  others,  they  meditated  a  Defcent  upon  Scotland ;  and 
a  great  deal  of  Pains  and  Expence  it  coft  us,  to  guard 
againft  both  thefe  Defigns.  On  the  other  Hand  the 
Dutch ,  who  always  piqued  themfelves  on  having  the 
beft  and  earlieft  Intelligence,  were  throughly  fatisfied, 
that  the  Dunkirk  Squadron  was  not  intended  to  attack 
us,  but  them  ;  and  that  the  true  Scheme  of  the  French 
was,  to  make  a  Dcfcent  upon  Z eland  ;  to  which  Pur- 
pofe  they  had  like  wife  In  for  oat  ion,  that  a  Body  of 
8000  Land  Forces  was  affemMe  near  Oft  end.  Full  of 
Apprehenfions  on  this  Account,  they  reinforced  their 
Squadron  before  Dunkirk  to  eighteen  Men  of  Vv  ar  of  the 
Line,  and  fent  V  ice- Admiral  Evert  fen  to  command  it. 
This  Officer  found  himfelt  fo  ftrictly  tied  up  by  his  In- 
ftructions,  that  he  could  not  afford  any  Affiftance  to 
our  Commodore,  when,  in  Purfuance  to  Orders  from 
home,  he  fent  to  demand  it.  However,  after  leveral 
Months  fruitlefs  Attendance,  and  frequent  Informations 
given  to  the  Fan  of  iJottingham^  that  the  French  were 
at  5ea,  and  gone  here  and  gone  there,  it  at  Jail  appear¬ 
ed,  that  Commodore  Beaumont  had  been  all  the  while 
in  the  right,  who  affirmed  in  his  Letters,  that  they  ne¬ 
ver  ftirred  out  of  their  Harbour  % 

It 


a  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  6 35.  Memoirs  of  Dunkirk, 
p.  ji 5.  London  Gazette,  No.  3 85 7 .  In  all  Probability,  the 

French 
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It  may  not  be  ami  is  to  obferve  here,  that  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  1702,  died  the  famous  John  Duhart.  He 
was  a  Native  of  Dunkirk,  as  fome  fay,  though  others 
alledge  that  he  was  born  at  Newcajlle  upon  Tyne,  but 
being  carried  over  a  Child,  was  bred  up  from  his  In¬ 
fancy  in  the  Sea-Service  at  Dunkirk  b.  This  is  certain, 
that  his  Mother  was  an  Englijh  Woman,  and  that  he 
fpent  the  firft  Part  of  his  Li'e  in  our  and  the  Dutch 
Service ;  but  having  nothing  but  his  Merit  to  recom¬ 
mend  him  he  obtained  very  little,  if  any.  Preferment, 
Which  difgufted  him  fo  much,  that  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  former  War,  he  entered  into  the  Service  of 
France,  and  rofe  there  to  the  command  of  the  Dunkirk 
Squadron;  in  which  Poft  he  rendered  himfelf  fufficient- 
ly  terrible  to  the  Englijh  and  Dutch ,  by  taking  more  of 
their  Ships,  than  almoft  all  the  other  French  Privateers 

together c.  He  was  fucceeded  in  his  Command  by  the 

Sieur 


French  themfelves  were  the  Authors  of  thefe  Pieces  of  falfe 
Intelligence,  on  purpofe  to  alarm  us  and  our  Allies,  and  to 
keep  up  the  Reputation  of  this  formidable  Squadron.  T.  hus 
much  indeed  was  true,  that  the  People  of  Scotland  were  in  a, 
great  meafure  difaffected,  and  the  Frencn  from  Time  to  Time 
promifed  them  AMance  from  Dunkirk  ;  but  the  Condition 
of  their  Marine  at  that  Time,  was  fuch  as  did  not  enable 
them  to  undertake  any  Thing  of  Importance ;  and  indeed  the 
whole  Strength  of  the  Dunkirk-Squadron  was  altogether  in¬ 
efficient  for  performing  any  of  the  Enterprises  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  defigned  for.  In  this,  therefore,  lay  the  Erroi  of 
our  Miniftry,  that  they  had  not  proper  Intelligence  as  to  the 
Force  of  that  Squadron,  for  this  would  have  rendered  it  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  have  been  played  upon  as  they  were. 
r  b  See  the  Compleat  Hillory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1702, 
p.  480,  481.  c  This  Dubart  performed  molt  of  his 

ereat  Exploits  by  mere  dint  of  Knowlege.  He  derived  from 
plature  a  wonderful  Genius  for  Maritime  Affairs,  and  im- 
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Sieur  Pointis ,  who  had  taken  Cartha'gena ,  and  whom 
the  French  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  reward ;  though 
it  is  certain  he  had  neither  the  Induftry  nor  the  Capacity 
of  his  Predeceflor.  But  if  we  had  nothing  but  the  In- 
ftance  of  this  Year’s  Trouble  and  Expence,  in  which 
no  lefs  than  thirty  of  our  and  the  States  General’s  Ships 
were  employed  in  watching  the  Dunkirk  Squadron,  it 
would  be  fufficient  to  fhew  the  abfolute  NecefEty  of 
keeping  that  Port  in  its  prefen t  Situation,  and  never  per¬ 
mitting  the  French  to  gain  by  Plunder,  the  Effeds  of 
other  Peoples  Induftry ;  neither  can  any  flight  Com¬ 
merce  carried  on  there,  in  Time  of  Peace,  make  the 
Maritime  Powers  the  lead  Amends  for  the  Rifk  they 
muft  run,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  War,  fliould  this  Port 
be  reftored d. 

I  am 

* - -  •  ■-  -  — —  -  -- -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  T  -  ^ _  — 

proved  this  by  a  fteady  Application  to  them.  His  perfeft  Ac¬ 
quaintance  with  all  the  Coalls  enabled  him  to  perform  Won- 
ders  ;  becaufe  he,  generally  fpeaking,  had  to  do  with  Men 
much  inferior  to  him  in  this  Kind  of  Skill.  He  was,  befides, 
a  moil  excellent  Seaman,  and  never  trufted  to  the  Care  of 
Others,  what  it  was  in  his  Power  to  fee  done  himfelf.  By 
this  means,  he  kept  his  Ships  conftantly  clean,  and  in  readi- 
Jiefs  to  go  to  Sea  whenever  an  Opportunity  offered  ;  and  his 
Sagacity,  and  Succefs,  placed  him  fo  high  in  the  Efteem 
cf  Lewis  XIV.  that  he  generally  made  Choice  of  him,  for 
the  Execution  of  the  molt  difficult  Enterprizes  undertaken 
during  his  Reign ;  fuch  as  the  Convoying  the  Prince  of  Conti 
to  Poland,  and  the  Efcorting  the  Tranfports  for  the  intended 
Defccnt  on  England,  in  1697. 

d  I  hint  this,  the  rather  becaufe  fome  People  have  laid  a 
great  Strefs  on  our  Commerce,  by  means  of  that  Port  which 
they  would  have  us  believe  turns  in  the  main  more  to  our  Ad¬ 
vantage,  than  to  that  of  the  French.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  fuch  as  are  of  this  Opinion,  have  little  Acquaintance  with 
the  Maxims  of  the  F tench  Government,  or  the  Attention  that 
the  prefent  French  Minillry  pay  to  Things  of  this  Nature  5 
there  being  perhaps  no  Nation  in  the  World  where  nicer 
quiries  are  made  into  whatever  regards  Commerce 
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I  am  now  to  fpeak  of  Admiral  Benbow's  Expedition 
to  the  Weft-Indies ,  and  of  his  unfortunate  Death,  the 
Memory  of  which  I  could,  for  the  Honour  of  my 
Country,  with  fhould  be  buried  in  Oblivion ;  but 
fince  that  is  impofiible,  I  (hall  give  the  faireft  and  f ullefh 
Account  of  the  Matter  that  I  am  able,  having  taken  all 
the  Pains  that  I  poffibly  could,  to  be  perfectly  informed 
of  every  Circumftance  relating  to  that  Affair,  and  fliall 
be  particularly  careful  to  avoid  concealing  Truth  on  the 
one  Side,  and  not  to  exaggerate  it  on  the  other.  We 
have  already  mentioned  the  Caufe  and  the  Manner  of 
Admiral  Benbow's  putting  to  Sea  with  his  Squadron, 
which  confiiled  of  two  Third  and  eight  Fourth  Rates. 
He  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  3d  of  November ,  1701^ 
from  whence  he  failed  to  examine  the  State  of  the  French , 
and  of  our  own  Leeward  Iflands.  He  found  the  for¬ 
mer  in  fome  Confufion,  and  the  latter  in  fogocda  State 
of  Defence,  that  he  did  not  find  himfelf  under  any 
Neceffity  of  Haying  there,  and  therefore  he  failed  to 
Jamaica*.  There  he  received  Advice  of  two  French 
Squadrons  being  arrived  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  which  a- 
larmed  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Ifland  and  of  Barbadces 
very  much.  After  taking  Care,  as  far  as  his  Strength 
would  permit,  of  both  Places,  he  formed  a  Defign  of 
attacking  Petit  Guavas $  but,  before  he  could  execute  it, 

he 


e  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3862.  Where  it  is  faid, 
that  all  the  Seamen,  as  well  as  the  Admiral  and  Officers,  were 
fo  well  accuftomed  to  that  Climate,  that  they  were  in  very 
good  Health,  and  not  above  ten  Men  fick  in  the  Hofpital. 
See  alfo  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiltory,  arnd”the  Complete  Hiilory 
of  Europe. 
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he  had  Intelligence  that  Monfieur  Ducajje  was  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Hifpaniola ,  with  a  Squadron  of  French 
Ships,  with  an  Intent  to  fettle  the  Ajfiento  in  Favour 

of  the  French ,  and  to  deftroy  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 

Trade  for  Negroes .  Upon  this  he  detached  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Whetftone  in  rurluit  of  him,  and  on  the  nth  of 
July,  1702,  he  failed  from  famaica  in  order  to  have 
joined  the  Rear-Admiral :  But  having  Intelligence  that 
DucafJ'e  was  expe&ed  at  Leogane  on  the  North  Side  of 
Fnfpanioia,  he  plied  for  that  Port,  before  which  he 

arrived  on  the  27th.  Not  far  from  the  Town  he  per¬ 

ceived  feveral  Ships  at  Anchor,  and  one  under  Sail,  who 
fent  out  her  Boat  to  difcover  his  Strength,  which  com¬ 
ing  too  near  was  taken  ;  from  the  Crew  of  which  they 
learned,  that  there  were  fix  Merchant-Ships  in  the  Port, 
and  that  the  Ship  they  belonged  to  was  a  Man  of  War 
of  fifty  Guns,  which  the  Admiral  prefled  fo  hard,  that 
the  Captain,  feeing  no  Probability  of  efcaping,  ran  the 
Ship  a-fhore,  and  blew  her  up.  On  the  28th  the  Ad¬ 
miral  came  before  the  Town,  where  he  found  a  Ship 
of  about  eighteen  Guns  hauled  under  their  Fortifications, 
which  however  did  not  hinder  his  burning  her.  The 
reft  of  the  Ships  had  failed  before  Day,  in  order  to  get 
into  a  better  Harbour,  viz .  Cul  de  Sac ,  but  fome  of  our 
Ships,  between  them  and  that  Port,  took  three  of  them, 
and  funk  a  fourth.  The  Admiral,  after  alarming  Petit 
Guavas ,  which  he  found  it  impoflible  to  attack,  failed 
for  Donna  Maria  Bay,  where  he  continued  till  the 
10th  of  Augujl ,  when  having  received  Advice,  that 
Monfieur  DucafJ'e  wras  failed  for  Carthagena ,  and  from 
thence  was  to  fail  to  For  to  Bello ,  he  refolved  to  follow 

him 
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him,  and  accordingly  failed  that  Day  for  the  Spanijb 
Coaft  of  Santa  Martha f. 

On  the  19th  in  the  Evening,  he  difcovered,  near 
that  Place,  ten  Sail  of  tall  Ships  to  the  Weftward  : 
Handing  towards  them,  He  found  the  heft  Part  of  them 
French  Men  of  War  ;  upon  this  he  made  the  ufuai 
Signal  for  a  Line  of  Battel,  going  away  with  an  eafy 
Sail,  that  his  flernmofl  Ships  might  come  up  and  join 
them,  the  French  fleering  along  Shore  under  their  Top- 
fails.  Their  Squadron  confifled  of  four  Ships,  from  fix- 
ty  to  feventy  Guns,  with  one  great  Dutch  built  Ship 
of  about  thirty  or  forty  ;  and  there  was  another  full  of 
Soldiers,  the  reft  fmall  ones,  and  a  Sloop.  Our  fri¬ 
gates  a-ftern  were  along  while  coming  up,  and  the 
Night  advancing,  the  Admiral  fteered  along  fide  of  the 
French ;  but  though  he  endeavoured  to  near  them,  yet 
he  intended  not  to  make  any  Attack  untill  The  Defiance 
was  got  a-breaft  of  the  headmoft.  Before  he  could 
reach  that  Station  The  Falmouth  (which  was  in  the  Rear) 
attempted  the  Dutch  Ship,  The  Windfor  the  Ship  a- 
breaft  of  her,  as  did  alfo  The  Defiance ,  and  foon  after 
the  Rear-Admiral  himfelf  was  engaged,  having  firft  re¬ 
ceived  the  Fire  of  the  Ship  which  was  oppofite  to  him  ; 
but  The  Defiance  and  Windfor  flood  no  more  than  two 

or  three  Broadfides  e’er  they  luft  out  of  Gun-fhot,  in- 

\  w 

fomuch 


f  Mercure  Hiftorique  et  Politique,  1702.  p.  657,  where 
there  is  a  very  exadt  Account  of  his  Proceedings,  while  on  the 
Coaft  of  Hifpaniola.  See  alfo  an  Account  of  the  Proceedings 
of  Vice  Admiral  Benbow,  in  the  Well-Indies,  in  the  Appen¬ 
dix  to  The  Complete  Hillory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1702, 
drawn  up  from  his  own  Journal. 
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fomuch  that  the  two  fternmoft  Ships  of  the  Enemy  lay 
upon  the  Admiral,  and  gauled  him  very  much  5  nor 
did  the  ohips  in  the  Rear  come  up  to  his  Affiftance  with 
that  Diligence  which  might  have  been  expedted.  From 
four  a  Clock  untiJl  Night  the  Fight  continued,,  and 
though  they  then  left  off  firing,  yet  the  Admiral  kept 
them  Company ;  and  being  of  Opinion,  that  it  might 
be  bettei  for  the  Service  if  he  had  a  new  Line  of  Battel, 

and  led  himfelf  on  all  Tacks  *  he  did  fo,  and  the  Line 
of  Battel  then  ftood  thus  s.  / 

Guns. 

The  Breda^  Vice-Admiral  Benbow  and  Capt.  Fog . — 76 


The  Defiance ,  Captain  Richard  Kirby . - ,  64 

The  Greenwich^  Captain  Cooper  Wade . - . — _  54 

The  Ruby)  Captain  George  Walton. - -  48 

ThePendenniS)  Captain  Thomas  Hudfion .  — — - — - *  48 

The  Windfor ,  Captain  John  Confiable .  - - - 60 

The  Falmouth)  Captain  Samuel  Vincent*  - —48 


On  the  20th,  at  Day-break,  he  found  himfelf  very 
near  the  Enemy,  with  only  The  Ruby  to  affift  him, 
the  reft  of  the  Ships  lying  three,  four,  or  five  Miles  a- 
ftern.  They  had  but  little  Wind,  and  though  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  within  Gun-fhot  of  the  Enemy,  yet  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  fo  civil  as  not  to  fire.  About  two  in  the  Af¬ 
ternoon  the  Sea  Breeze  began  to  blow,  and  then  the 
Enemy  got  into  a  Line,  making  what  Sail  they  could; 
and  the  reft  of  the  Ships  not  coming  up,  the  Admiral 

and 


8  Burchet,  GIdmixon,  and  the  Account  cited  in  the  l&ft 
Note. 
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and  The  Ruby  plyed  them  with  Chace-Guns,  and  kept 
them  Company  all  Night h. 

On  the  21ft  the  Admiral  was  on  the  Quarter  of  the 
fecond  Ship  of  the  Enemy’s  Line  within  Point-blank- 
fhot ;  but  The  Ruby  being  a-head  of  the  fame  Ship,  fhe 
fired  at  her,  as  the  other  Ship  did  likewife  that  was  a- 
head  of  the  Admiral.  The  Breda  engaged  the  Ship  that 
firfi  attacked  The  Ruby ,  and  plyed  her  fo  warmly,  that 
fhe  was  forced  to  tow  off.  The  Admiral  would  have 
followed  her,  but  The  Ruby  was  in  fuch  a  Condition 
that  he  could  not  leave  her.  During  this  Engagement 
the  Rear  Ship  of  the  Enemy’s  was  a-breaft  of  The  De¬ 
fiance  and  Windfor ,  but  neither  of  thole  Ships  fired  a 
fingle  Shot.  On  the  22d  at  Day-break,  The  Green¬ 
wich  was  five  Leagues  a-ftern,  though  the  Signal  for 
Battel  was  never  firuck  Night  or  Day  *  about  three 
in  the  Afternoon  the  Wind  came  Southerly,  which  gave 
the  Enemy  the  Weather-  Gage  K 

On  the  23d  the  Enemy  was  fix  Leagues  a-head,  and 
the  great  Dutch  Ship  feparated  from  them.  At  ten  the 
Enemy  tacked  with  the  Wind  at  E.  N.  E.  the  Vice- 
Vo  l.  III.  Z  Admiral 


h  Hence  it  appears,  that  if  the  Ruby  had  deferted  Admiral 
Benbow  with  the  reft,  he  could  have  done  nothing  5  but  muft 
have  been  obliged  to  return  to  Jamaica,  which  was  what  his 
Captains  aimed  at  :  and  if  this  could  have  beeh  eftAfted,  thev 
had  in  all  probability  carried  their  Point,  and  the  whole  Blame 
had  been  thrown  upon  the  Admiral  ;  which  fufficiently  demon- 
fixates  the  Merit  of  the  Gentleman  who  commanded  the  Rub^ 
viz.  the  late  Sir  George  Walton,  who  had,  however,  been  tam¬ 
pered  with  by  the  other  Captains  ;  but  when  he  came  to  con- 
fider  the  Matter  better,  difcharged  his  Duty  as  became  him. 

1  See  Burehet  s  Naval  Hiftor.y,  and  the  Account  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Vice-Admiral  Benbow,  from  whence,  indeed,  molt 
of  the  other  Accounts  are  tranlcribed. 
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Admiral  fetched  Point-blank  within  a  Shot  or  two  of 
them,  and  each  gave  the  other  his  Broadfide.  About 
Noon  they  took  from  the  Enemy  a  fmali  Englijb  Ship, 
called  The  Ann- Galley,  which  they  had  taken  off  the 
Rock  of  Lifbon .  The  Ruby  being  difabled,  the  Admi¬ 
ral  ordered  her  for  Port-Royal .  The  reft  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron  now  came  up,  and  the  Enemy  being  but  two 
Miles  off,  the  brave  Admiral  was  in  Hopes  of  doing 
fomething  at  laft,  and  therefore  continued  to  fteer  after 
them  j  but  his  Ships,  except  The  Falmouth ,  were  foon 
a*ftern  again  5  at  twelve  the  Enemy  began  to  feparate  k. 

On  the  24th,  about  two  in  the  Morning,  they 
came  up  within  Call  of  the  fternmoft,  there  being  then 
very  little  Wind.  The  Admiral  fired  a  Broadfide  with 
double  round  below,  and  round  and  Partridge  aloft.  At 
three  o’Clock  the  Admiral’s  Right  Leg  was  fhattered  to 
Pieces  by  a  Chain-fhot,  and  he  was  carried  down  ;  but 
he  prefently  ordered  his  Cradle  on  the  Quarter-Deck, 
and  continued  the  Fight  till  Day.  Then  appeared  the 
Ruins  of  the  Enemy’s  Ship  of  about  feventy  Guns, 
her  Main-yard  down  and  /hot  to  Pieces,  her  Fore* top- 
fail-yard  (hot  away,  her  Mizen-maft  {hot  by  the  Board, 
all  her  Rigging  gone,  and  her  Sides  bored  to  Pieces* 
The  Admiral  foon  after  difcovered  the  Enemy  ftanding 
towards  him  with  a  ftrong  Gale  of  Wind.  The  Wind - 
/3r,  Pendennis ,  and  Greenwich ,  a-head  of  the  Enemy, 
came  to  the  Leeward  of  the  difabled  Ship,  fired  their 
Broadfides,  palled  her,  and  flood  to  the  Southward  :  then 

came 


k  In  this,  all  the  Accounts  we  have,  agree;  and  nothing  can 
be  plainer  than  that,  if  thefe  Captains  had  now  returned  to 
their  Duty,  mod  of  Dacafle’s  Squadron  muff  have  been  taken, 


I 


I 

Of  gfueen  A  N  N  F.  359 

came  The  Defiance ,  fired  Part  of  her  Broadfide,  when 
the  difabled  Ship  returning  about  20  Guns,  The  Defiance 
put  her  Helm  a- Weather,  and  ran  away  right  before  the 
Wind,  lowered  both  her  Top-fails,  and  ran  to  the  Lee¬ 
ward  of  The  Falmouth ,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Signal 
of  Battel  K 

The  Enemy  feeing  the  other  two  Ships  ftand  to 
the  Southward,  expected  they  would  have  tacked  and 
flood  towards  them,  and  therefore  they  brought  their 
Heads  to  the  Northward.  But  when  they  faw  thofe 
Ships  did  not  tack,  they  immediately  bore  down  upon 
the  Admiral,  and  ran  between  their  difabled  Ship  and 
him,  and  poured  in  all  their  Shot,  by  which  they 
brought  down  his  Main-top-fail-yard,  and  fhattered  his 
Rigging  very  much,  none  of  the  other  Ships  being  near 
him,  or  taking  the  lead  Notice  of  his  Signals,  though 
Captain  Fogg  ordered  two  Guns  to  be  fired  at  the  Ships 
Head,  in  order  to  put  them  in  Mind  of  their  Duty. 

The  French ,  feeing  Things  in  this  Confufion,  brought 
too,  and  lay  by  their  own  difabled  Ship,  remanned  and 
took  her  into  tow.  The  Breda's  Rigging  being  much 
fhattered,  {he  was  forced  to  lye  by  untill  ten  a  Clock, 


and  being  then  refitted,  the  Admiral  ordered  his  Captain 
to  purfue  the  Enemy,  then  about  three  Miles  to  the 
Leeward,  his  Line  of  Battel  Signal  out  all  the  while, 
and  Captain  Fogg ,  by  the  Admiral’s  Orders,  fent  to 
the  other  Captains,  to  order  them  to  keep  the  Line, 
and  behave  like  Men.  Upon  this  Captain  Kirby  came 


1  It  was  upon  full  Evidence  of  this  Fad,  that  Captain  Kirby 
(whom  the  Gazette  calls  Xirkbv)  was  condemned  for  Cowardice 
though  on  other  Occafions,  he  had  behaved  well.  h  was 
generally  fuppofed,  that  he  was  the  Author  of  this  Scheme;  at 
leaf!,  he  was  charged  with  being  fo,  by  Wade  and  Conftable 
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on  Board  the  Admiral,  and  told  him,  "That  he  had  bet¬ 
ter  dejifl ;  that  the  French  were  very  Jirong  ;  and  that 
from  zvhat  zvas  pajl  he  might  guefs  he  could  male  nothing 
of  it  m.  The  brave  Admiral  Benbozv ,  more  furprized 
at  this  Language  than  he  would  have  been  at  the  Sight 
of  another  French  Squadron,  fent  for  the  reft  of  the 
Captains  on  Board,  in  order  to  afk  their  Opinion.  They 
obeyed  him  indeed,  but  were  moft  of  them  in  Captain 
Kirby* s  way  of  Thinking  ;  which  fatisfied  the  Admiral 
that  they  were  not  inclined  to  fight,  and  that,  as  Kir¬ 
by  phrafed  it,  there  was  nothing  to  be  done,  though 
there  was  the  faireft  Opportunity  that  had  yet  offered. 
Our  Strength  was  at  this  Time,  one  Ship  of  feventy 
Guns,  one  of  fixty-four,  one  of  fixty,  and  three  of 
fifty ;  their  Mafts,  Yards,  and  all  Things  elfe  in  as  good  . 
Condition  as  could  be  expefted,  and  not  above  eight 
Men  killed,  except  in  the  Vice-Admiral’s  own  Ship, 
nor  was  there  any  want  of  Ammunition  ;  whereas 
the  Enemy  had  now  no  more  than  four  Ships  from 
fixty  to  feventy  Guns,  and  one  of  them  difabled  and 
in  tow.  The  Vice-Admiral  thought  proper  upon  this, 
to  return  to  Jamaica ,  where  he  arrived  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron  very  weak  with  a  Fever  induced  by  his  Wounds, 
and  was  foon  after  joined  with  Rear-Admiral  Whetjlone , 
with  the  Ships  under  his  Command n. 

As 


rn  This  was  depofed  at  the  Trial,  and  was  not  denied  by 
Kirby.  After  this,  the  Officers  of  his  own  Ship  preffid  the 
Admiral  to  retire  to  Jamaica,  from  an  Apprehenfion,  that  thefe 
Captains,  being  become  delperate,  might  go  over  to  the 

Enemy,  to  which  the  Admiral  unwillingly  confen ted. 

Reafon  of  his  retiring,  is  given  in  the  former  Note,  and  the 
Truth  of  this  Account  is  verified  in  the  Hifioire  de  S.  Do- 
yningue,  voh  iv,  p.  203. 
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As  foon  as  he  conveniently  could,  Vice-Admiral 
Benbow  iffued  a  Cornmiffion  to  Rear-Admiral  Whet - 
Jlone ,  and  to  feveral  Captains,  to  hold  a  Court  Martial 
for  the  Trial  of  feveral  Offenders.  On  the  6th  of  0 Bo¬ 
ber,  1702,  the  Court  fet  at  Port- Roy  at,  when  Cap¬ 
tain  Kirby ,  of  *the  Defiance ,  was  brought  upon  his  Trial. 
He  was  accufed  of  Cowardice,  Breach  of  Orders,  and 
Negledt  of  Duty  ;  which  Crimes  were  proved  upon 
Oath,  by  the  Admiral  himfelf,  ten  Cornmiffion,  and 
eleven  Warrant-Officers  ;  by  whofe  Evidence  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  Admiral  boarded  Ducafie  in  Perfon 
three  Times,  and  received  a  large  Wound  in  his  Face, 
and  another  in  his  Arm,  before  his  Leg  was  (hot  off: 
That  Kirby ,  after  two  or  three  Broadfides,  kept  always 
out  of  Gun-fhot,  and  by  his  Behaviour  created  fuch  a 
Fear  of  his  Defertion,  as  greatly  difcouraged  the  Eng - 
Ujh  in  the  Engagement :  That  he  kept  two  or  three 
Miles  a-ftern  all  the  fecond  Day,  though  commanded 
again  and  again  to  keep  his  Station  :  That  the  third  Day 
he  did  not  fire  a  Gun,  though  he  faw  the  Admiral  in 
the  deepeft  Diftrefs,  having  two  or  three  French  Men 
of  War  upon  him  at  a  Time,  and  that  he  threatened 
to  kill  his  Boatfwain  for  repeating  the  Admiral’s  Com¬ 
mand  to  fire.  He  had  very  little  to  fay  for  himfelf, 
and  therefore  was  fentenced  to  be  fhot.  The  fame  Day 
Captain  Conjlable ,  of  T be  Windfor ,  was  tried  ;  his  own 
Officers  vindicated  him  from  Cowardice,  but  the  red 
of  the  Charge  being  clearly  proved,  he  was  fentenced 
to  be  cafhiered,  and  to  be  imprifoned  during  her  Ma- 
jefty’s  Pleafure.  The  next  Day  Captain  Wade  was  tried, 
and  the  Charge  being  fully  proved  by  fixteen  Cornmiffion 
and  Warrant-Officers  on  Board  his  own  Ship,  as  alfo 

Z  3  that 
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that  he  was  drunk  during  the  whole  Time  of  the  En¬ 
gagement  ;  he,  making  little  or  no  Defence,  had  the 
fame  Sentence  with  Kirby.  As  for  Captain  Hudfon,  he 
died  a  few  Days  before  his  Trial  fhould  have  come  on, 
and  thereby  avoided  dying  as  Kirby  and  Wade  did  ;  for 
his  Cafe  was  exadtly  the  fame  with  theirs  °. 

Upon  the  12th  came  on  the  Trials  of  Captain  Vin¬ 
cent,  Commander  of  The  Falmouth ,  and  Captain  Fogg , 
who  was  Captain  of  the  Admiral’s  own  Ship  The  Breda , 
for  fign  ing,  at  the  Perfuafion  of  Captain  Kirby ,  a  Pa¬ 
per 


0  This  is  taken  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial, 
which  is  referred  to  in  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3878,  where 
we  have  the  following  fhort  Account  of  the  whole  Affair.  “  As 
“  foon  as  M ..  Ducaffe,  with  his  Squadron,  appeared  in  Sight, 
“  The  Admiral  immediately  made'  a  Signal  for  Battel,  and  at- 
“  tacked  the  Enemy  very  brifkly,  and  maintained  the  Fight  for 
“  five  Days;  fo  that,  if  he  had  been  feconded  by  the  other 
Ships  of  his  Squadron,  he  would  certainly  have  taken  or  de- 
“  ftroyed  all  the  French  ;  but  four  of  his  Ships  did  not  affilt 
“  him  ;  the  Ruby,  on  the  21ft,  was  difabled,  and  afterwards 
“  fent  to  Port-Royal,  and  the  whole  Burthen  lay  upon  the 
<c  Admiral  and  the  Falmouth  ;  who,  however,  took  a  Prize, 
“  being  an  Englifn  Veffel,  which  the  Enemy  had  formerly  tak- 
“  en  from  us  ;  difabled  the  Enemies  fecond  Ship,  fo  that  they 
“  were  obliged  to  Tow  her  away,  and  very  much  [battered  the 
“  reff  of  their  Squadron,  which  fince,  is  put  into  Porto  Bello. 
The  Admiral  on  the  24th,  had  his  Leg  broke  by  a  Chain- 
Shot,  which  yet  did  not  difeourage  him  from  continuing  the 
bight ;  yet,  not  being  able  to  prevail  with  his  Captains  to 
*’  concur  with  him  in  that  Opinion,  he  was  obliged  to  give 
s<  over  his  Defign.  On  the  6th  of  Odober,  Rear-Admiral 
Whetkcne,  by  Commiffion  from  the  Admiral,  held  a  Court- 
“  Martial,  wherein  Captain  Kirkby,  and  Captain  Cooper 
‘  Wade,  were  for  Cowardice  and  Breach  of  Orders,  condemn- 
. ,  ed  to  be^  foot  to  death  ;  but  the  Execution  refpited,  till  her 
Majefty  s  Pleafure  fhould  be  known.  Captain  Conltable 
being  cleared  of  Cowardice,  was  for  Breach  of  Orders, 
cafbiered  from  her  Majefly’s  Service,  and  condemned  to  im- 
prilonment  during  her  Pieafure,  Captain  Hudfon  died  before 
44  the  Trial”.  r 
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per,  containing  an  Obligation  on  themfelves  not  to  fight 
the  French.  The  Fad  was  clear,  and  the  Captains 
themfelves  did  not  difpute  it.  All  they  offered  was  in  Ex¬ 
tenuation  of  their  Offence,  and  amounted  to  this,  that 
they  were  apprehenfive  Kirby  would  have  deferted  to 
the  Enemy,  and  they  took  this  Step  to  prevent  it.  But 
this  Tale  would  have  hardly  paffed  on  the  Court-Mar- 
JiaJ,  if  the  Admiral  himfelf  had  not  given  fome  Weight 
to  their  Excufes,  by  declaring,  that,  however  they 
might  be  overfeen  in  fubferibing  that  Paper,  yet  they 
certainly  behaved  themfelves  very  gallantly  in  the  Fight. 
For  the  fake  of  Difcipline,  the  Court,  however,  thought 
fit  to  fufpend  them  ;  and  yet,  to  favour  the  Captains, 
this  Judgment  was  given  with  a  Provifo  that  entirely 
took  off  its  Edge,  viz.  That  it  fhould  not  commence 
till  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Pleafure  fhould  be  known. 

I  cannot  help  taking  Notice  of  Secretary  BurcheBs 
odd  Way  of  telling  this  Story  :  In  the  firfb  Place  he 
conceals  the  Names  of  the  Criminals ;  out  of  Refpedl, 
he  fays,  to  their  Families,  and  becaufe  one  of  them 
(but  he  doth  not  tell  us  which)  had  behaved  well  before. 
He  then  turns  himfelf  to  Admiral  Bcnboiv ,  and  gives 
him  a  Sort  of  negative  Character  in  the  following 
Words.  cc  Thus  much  may  be  obferved  as  to  Vice- 
“  Admiral  Benbow’s  Condudf,  that  although  he  was  a 
“  good  Seaman,  and  a  gallant  Man,  and  that  he  was 
c<  qualified  in  moft  Refpefts  to  command  a  Squadron, 
<c  efpecially  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  in  which  Part  of  the 
<c  World  he  had  had  long  Experience ;  yet,  when  he 
tc  found  his  Captains  fo  very  remifs  in  their  Duty,  I 
“  think  he  ought,  in  Point  of  Difcretion,  tohavefum- 
“  moned  them  5  and  even  that  at  firft,  on  Board  his  own 

^  4  “  Ship 
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cc  Ship,  and  there  confined  them,  and  placed  their  firft 
cc  Lieutenants  in  their  Rooms,  who  would  have  fought 
<c  well,  were  it  for  no  other  Reafon  than  the  Hopes 
“  of  being  continued  in  thofe  Commands,  had  they 
“  furvived  p.” 

This,  I  mull  confefs,  does  not  by  any  Means  fa- 
tisfy  me.  Admiral  Benbow  was  no  Prophet :  he  could 
not  foretell  that  thefe  Captains  would  behave  ill,  nor 
could  he  be  fure  that  they  did  behave  ill,  till  they  had 
frequently  difobeyed  his  Signals.  Part  of  the  Time  he 
was  warmly  engaged,  and  that  could  be  no  Seafon  for 
Confuitation  5  and  Part  of  the  Time  the  Weather  was 
foul,  and  then  he  could  not  call  them  on  Board.  Be- 
fides,  he  was  furrounded  by  bad  Men,  and  thought  him- 
felf  in  fo  little  Capacity  of  punifhing  thefe  People  at  Sea, 
that  he  retired  to  Jamaica  purely  to  be  fafe.  But  it 
would,  methinks,  have  fuited  Mr.  Burchefs  Purpofe 
better,  to  have  gone  to  the  Bottom  of  this  Affair, 
which,  for  any  thing  I  can  learn,  the  World  is  un¬ 
acquainted  with  yet,  and  therefore  I  think  myfelf  o- 
bliged  to  publifh  it.  The  Admiral  was  an  honeft, 
rough  Seaman,  and  fancied  that  his  Command  was  be¬ 
llowed  upon  him  for  no  other  Reafon,  than  that  he 
fhould  ferve  his  Country  :  This  induced  him  to  treat 
Captain  Kirby ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Gentlemen,  a  little 
roughly  at  Jamaica ,  when  he  found  them  not  quite  fo 

.  ready 


P  Naval  Hifiory,  p.  598.  The  Captains  that  fuffered,  had 
fome  very  great  Relations,  and  in  all  Probability,  a  Deiire  of 
being  well  with  them,  prevented  the  inferting  the  Names  of 
thefe  Offenders  in  this  celebrated  Hiitory  :  But  to  be  fo  tender 
of  them,  and,  in  the  very  fame  Breath,  to  attack  obliquely  the 
Character  of  fo  worthy  a  Mao  as  Admiral  Benbowa  does  nQ 
oreut  Honour  to  this  Hiilory. 

*0. 
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ready  to  obey  bis  Orders,  as  be  tb  ought  was  their  Duty  ; 
and  this  it  was  that  engaged  them  in  the  bafc  and  wicked 
Defign  of  putting  it  out  of  his  Power  to  engage  the 
French,  in  Hopes  that,  as  fo  many  were  concerned  in  it, 
they  might  be  able  to  juftify  themfelves,  and  throw  the 
Blame  upon  the  Admiral,  and  fo  they  hoped  to  be  rid 
of  him.  But  his  rugged  Honefty  baffled  them ;  and  we 
may  guefs  at  the  Spirit  of  the  Man,  by  the  Anfwer  he 
gave  one  of  his  Lieutenants,  who  expieficd  his  oorrow 
for  the  Lofs  of  his  Leg.  I  am  forry  for  it  too,  fays  the 
valiant  Benbow  ;  but  I  had  rather  have  lojl  them  both, 
than  have  Jeen  this  Di/honour  brought  upon  the  Englilh 
Nation.  But,  do  you  hear  ?  if  another  Shot  fhould  take 
me  off,  behave  like  brave  Men ,  and  fight  it  out  s. 

The  Turn  given  by  the  French  to  this  Affair,  is 
very  extraordinary.  They  tell  us,  that  Admiral  Ben¬ 
bow,  at  the  Diftance  of  twelve  Leagues  from  Santa 
Martha,  with  feven  Men  of  War,  attacked  Mr.  Du- 
caffe,  who,  though  he  had  but  four,  did  not  refufe  to 
fight.  The  Engagement  lafted  five  Days,  and  on  the 
6th  Benbow  made  all  the  Sail  he  could  for  Jamaica. 
He  had  a  Leg  (hattered,  and  died  a  little  while  after¬ 
wards  :  His  Ships  were  moll:  of  them  in  no  Condition 
to  keep  the  Sea,  more  than  half  their  Crews  being  kill¬ 
ed.  Only  one  Ship  of  Mr.  Ducaffe's  Squadron  fuffered, 
and  he  had  but  twenty  Men  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
whole.  However  he  did  not  care  to  purfue  Benbow, 
who  he  did  not  believe  to  be  in  fo  bad  a  Condition  as 

he 


q  The  Reader  will  meet  with  fome  other  Particulars  in  the 
Memoirs  of  Admiral  Benbow,  contained  in  the  fourth  Volume, 
31  d  communicated  by  his  Defcendants. 
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he  really  was,  and  therefore  he  made  the  bed  of  his 
way  to  Carthagena ,  where  he  arrived  in  a  few  Days" 
and  where  his  Prefence  gave  now  as  much  Joy  as  it  had 
formerly  (that  is,  when  he  plundered  it  in  Conjunction 
with  Monfieur  Pointis)  given  Terror.  This  is  a  very 
florid,  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  very  falfe  Account  of 
the  Affair,  and  from  thence  we  may  learn  the  Value  of 
Enquiries,  flnce  the  Court-Martial  at  Jajjjaica^hy  \he\z 
Proceedings,  fet  this  whole  Buflnefs  in  its  true  Light, 
and  left  us  undeniable  Evidence,  that  it  was  not  their 
own  Bravery,  but  the  Treachery  of  Benbow’s  Captains, 
that  faved  the  French  Squadron  r. 

The  Reflections  he  made  on  this  unlucky  Buflnefs, 
threw  the  brave  Admiral  into  a  deep  Melancholly,  which 
foon  brought  him  to  his  End ;  for  he  died  on  the  4th  of 
November  y  1702,  as  much  regretted  as  he  deferved. 
The  Command  of  the  Squadron  then  devolved  on  Cap¬ 
tain  Whetjione ,  who  in  this  Expedition  aCted  as  Rear- 
Admiral,  and  of  whofe  Proceedings  in  the  Wejl-lndiesy 
we  fhall  give  an  Account  in  its  proper  Place.  In  the 
mean  Time,  it  is  requifite  that  we  fliould  follow  the  con¬ 
demned  Captains  home,  in  order  to  put  an  End  to  this 
difagreeable  Narration.  They  were  fent  from  Jamaica 
on  Board  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The  BriJloly  and  arrived  at 
Plymouth  cn  the  16th  of  April y  1703,  where  (as  in  all 
the  Weftern  Ports)  there  lay  a  Dead  Warrant  for  their 
imme-diate  Execution,  in  order  to  prevent  any  Applica¬ 
tions 


This  French  Account  is  taken  from  the  Hifloire  de  Do- 
rningue,  vol.  iv.  p.  202,  203,  204.  Bat  M.  Ducafle  was  too 
bra-. e  a  Man  to  glofs  fI kings  in  fuch  a  Manner  ;  as  the  Reader 
w;j  be  convinced  by  reading  his  Letter  to  Admiral  Benbow, 
which  will  be  tound  in  his  Memoirs, 
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tions  in  their  Favour  ;  and  they  were  accordingly  (hot 
on  Board  the  Ship  that  brought  them  home,  and  (hew¬ 
ed  at  their  Death  a  Courage  and  Conftancy  of  Mind, 
which  made  it  evident,  that  their  Behaviour  in  the  late 
Engagement  did  not  how  from  any  Infirmity  of  Na¬ 
ture,  but  from  the  Corruption  of  their  Minds  ;  and  I 
hope  their  Example  will  always  have  a  proper  Ef¬ 
fect  on  fuch  as  are  entrufled  with  the  like  Com¬ 
mands  s. 

I  fhould  now,  according  to  the  Order  I  have  hither¬ 
to  purfued  in  this  Work,  take  Notice  of  what  palled  at 
home  in  Relation  to  the  Navy,  and  particularly  of 
what  palled  in  Parliament  upon  this  Subjedl :  But  as 
the  Queen’s  Proclamation  for  a  Ehankfgiving,  in  which 
honourable  Mention  is  made  of  the  Succefs  at  ligo ,  and 
the  Thanks  bellowed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Sir 
George  Rooke  for  his  Condudl  in  that  AlFair,  will  ap¬ 
pear  with  great  Propriety,  when  I  come  to  the  Memoiis 
of  his  Life ;  to  avoid  Repetitions  I  fhall  not  infill  fur¬ 
ther  upon  them  here.  I  mud  however  obferve  that,  as  in 
the  Cafe  of  Kirby  and  Wade,  her  Majelly  (hewed  a 
ftridl  Regard  to  Juftice,  fo  with  Refpedl  to  Admiral 
Mop f on,  (he  gave  as  lively  a  Teftimony  of  her  juft  Senfe 
of  Merit,  for  (he  not  only  conferred  on  him  the  Honour 
of  Knighthood,  but  was  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  fettle  upon 
him  a  Penfion  of  500  ^  a  Year  for  Life,  with  the  Rever- 
lion  of  300/.  a  Year  to  his  Wife,  in  cafe  (he  furvived 
him  on  Account  of  the  extraordinary  Service  he  did  in 

breaking  the  Boom  at  Vigo  h  But  this  extraordinary  Mark 

of 


s  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  39^7-  Mercure  Hiftorique, 

et  Politique,  1703.  vol.  i.  p.  335-.  *  This  was  Publi(hed  ,iri 
1  the 
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of  Royal  Favour  did  not  (as  indeed  it  ought  not)fcr een 
him  from  a  ftridt  Examination  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
In  Conjunction  with  Sir  George  Roohe,  as  to  the  Mif- 
carriage  of  the  Defign  upon  Cadiz  $  but  upon  the 
ftridleft  Review  that  could  be  made  upon  that  whole 
Affair,  there  appeared  fo  little  Colour  for  cenfuring  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  Admirals  Actions,  that,  how  much  foever 
their  Enemies  might  defire  it,  they  were  at  laft  glad 
to  let  this  Matter  fall.  Indeed  the  Fleet,  though  it  had 
not  performed  all  that  was  expefted,  had  done  as  much 
as  was  poffible  for  the  Service  of  the  Nation,  and  had 
thereby  afforded  an  Opportunity  to  our  worthy  Mi¬ 
nister  at  Lijkon ,  Mr.  Methuen ,  to  draw  over  from  his 
Alliance  with  the  Two  Crowns,  the  King  of  Portugaly 
to  the  Intereft  of  the  Allies,  and  to  conclude  a  Treaty 
of  Commerce  there  ;  which,  to  fay  no  more,  has  been 
of  much  greater  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  than  many,  I 
might  add  mofi,  of  the  Treaties  that  have  been  con¬ 
cluded  fince  \ 

There 

- - —  - ■ — — — — — — — ■  ■■  *  — — ■ — ■ —  —  • 

the  Gazette  of  November  30,  1702,  with  this  Addition,  that 
he  was  introduced  to  the  Queen,  when  he  received  the  Honour 
of  Knighthood,  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George  of  Den¬ 
mark,  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  See  the  Complete 
Hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1702,.  p.  452. 

u  Biihop  Burnet  gives  this  Account.  “  A  Committee  of 
“  the  Houfe  of  Peers  fat  Jong  upon  the  Matter  :  They  ex« 
“  amined  all  the  Admirals  and  Land  Officers,  as  well  as  Rook 
“  himfelf,  upon  the  whole  Progrefs  of  that  Affair.  Rook 
44  was  fo  well  fupported  by  the  Court,  and  by  his  Party  in  the 
44  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  Teemed  to  defpife  all  that  the 
f{  Lords  could  do  ;  fome  who  underflood  Sea- Matters,  faid, 
<s  that  it  appeared  from  every  Motion  during  the  Expedition, 
te  that  he  intended  to  do  nothing  but  amufe  and  make  a  Shew  : 
“  They  alfo  concluded,  from  the  Protection  that  the  Miniftry 
**  gave  him,  that  they  intended  no  other.  He  took  much 
B  '  “  Pair* 
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There  had  hitherto  appeared  very  little  of  Party- 
Oppofition  in  the  Management  of  the  War,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1703,  were 
very  chearfully  granted,  and  very  eafily  raifed,  which 
was  the  Reafon  that  the  Fleet  was  earlier  at  Sea,  and 
had  all  Things  provided  in  a  better  Manner,  at  left 
Expence  to  the  Nation,  and  yet  fooner  than  they  had 
ever  been  before,  which  was  one  great  Reafon  why  the 
French  never  had  any  of  thofe  Advantages  they  boailed 
of  fo  much  in  the  former  War.  In  the  Month  of 
March  the  Queen  made  a  kind  of  Naval  Promotion. 
The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  was  advanced  from  being 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  White ,  to  be  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Red  5  John  Gray  don ,  Efq;  was  made  Vice-Admiral  of 

the 


u  Pains  to  (hew,  how  improper  a  Thing  a  Defcent  on  Cadiz 
6t  was,  and  how  fatal  the  Attempt  mult  have  proved :  And 
i(  in  doing  this,  he  arraigned  his  Iniirudlions,  and  the  Defign 
44  he  was  lent  on,  with  great  Boldnefs ;  and  (hewed  little  Re~ 
“  gard  to  the  Minifters,  who  took  more  Pains  to  bring  him 
e<  off,  than  to  juftifie  themfelves.  The  Lords  of  the  Com- 
cc  mittee  prepared  a  Report,  which  was  hard  upon  Rook,  and 
Ci  laid  it  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  fo  ftrong  a  Party  was  made  to 
6i  oppofe  every  Thing  that  reflected  on  him,  that  though 
“  every  particular  in  the  Report  was  well  proved,  yet  it  was 
“  rejected,  and  a  Vote  was  carried  in  his  Favour,  j unifying  his 
“  Conduct.”  The  Truth  of  this  Matter  is,  that  as  Sir  George 
Rooke  knew  nothing  of  his  Orders,  untill  he  came  to  execute 
them  ;  fo  he  was  abfolutely  free  from  Dependance  on  any 
'Minifter,  and  fpoke  what  he  thought  with  the  greatefl  Intre¬ 
pidity.  The  main  of  his  Defence  was  this,  that  his  Order# 
were  contradidory,  that  the  Chief  of  them  required  his  bring¬ 
ing  over  the  Spaniards,  if  pollible,  to  the  Intered  of  the  Houie 
of  Au-ftria,  and  the  reit  enjoyned  him  to  fink  their  Ships  and 
burn  the  down,  which  he  found  fcarce  practicable  ;  and  if  it 
had  been  more  fo,  not  at  all  elgible,  fince  at  firft,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  did  not  difeover  any  great  Enmity .  and  if  more  had  been 
done,  it  could  only  have  ferved  to  have  made  the  Spaniards  im¬ 
placable  ;  and  after  all,  perhaps  the  Town  might  not  have 
been  taken. 
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the  White  \  John  Leake ,  Efq;  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Blue  ;  George  Byng ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ; 
Thomas  Dilkes >  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  White,  and 
Bazil  Beaumont ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  w. 

The  firft  Scheme  that  was  formed  for  performing 
any  Thing  remarkable  at  Sea,  was  upon  a  Foreign 
Plan.  It  was  intended  that  the  Arch-Duke  Charles , 
who  was  to  take  upon  him  the  Title  of  King  of  Spain, 
was  to  marry  an  Infanta  of  Portugal ,  and  in  Confe- 
quence  of  that  Marriage,  was  to  undertake  fomething 
of  importance  immediately,  with  the  Afliftance  how¬ 
ever  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch ;  and  fo  hearty  were  the 
latter,  that  they  fent  a  Squadron  of  Men  of  War,  with 
near  three  thoufand  Land-Troops  on  Board,  upon  our 
Coaft,  and  after  tolling  and  tumbling  there  for  fome 
Weeks,  the  Councils  of  the  Imperial  Court  changed, 
the  Defign  was  dropt,  and  the  Dutch  went  home  a- 
gain  x. 

Sir 


w  The  Supplies  granted  this  Year,  amounted  to  3,517,957  /. 
7  s.  2  d.  which  in  chofe  Days  was  thought  an  immenfe  Sum, 
though  we  have  fmce  feen  much  larger  granted,  without  being 
well  able  to  tell  whether  for  Peace  or  War.  As  to  the  Pro¬ 
motion,  it  was  declared  in  the  Gazette  of  March  15,  1702. 
No.  3896,  and  was  at  that  Time  highly  applauded,  becaufe 
it  was  generally  conceived,  that  thefe  Gentlemen  were  promo¬ 
ted  purely  in  regard  to  their  Merit.  It  was  alfo  faid  at  that 
Time,  that  Mr.  Graydon  was  advanced  on  another  Officer’s 
refufing  to  ferve  in  the  Weft  -  Indies.  x  This  was 

among  the  Number  of  thofe  Things  which  gave  great  Offence 
to  the  States  of  Holland.  They  adfually  equipt  a  Squadron, 
embarked  on  board  it  3000  Land  Troops,  and  fent  them  fo 
early  as  the  Month  of  January,  on  the  Coaft  of  England, 
where  th£y  were  to  be  joined  by  twenty  Sail  of  Englifh  Men 
of  War,  with  3000  Land  Troops ;  but  the  Portugueze  Match 
being  loft,  and  the  Councils  of  the  Imperial  Court  taking  a 

fudden 
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Sir  George  Rooke  had  propofed  a  Scheme  for  diftref- 
fing  the  Enemy  by  failing  very  early  into  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay ,  where  he  thought,  if  they  had  any  Men  of  War 
without  Port  Louis  and  Rochfort ,  they  might  be  fur- 
prized  and  taken,  or  at  lead:  the  Commerce  might  be 
interrupted  ;  and  for  the  Performance  of  this  Scheme, 
he  took  it  upon  himfelf L  About  the  Middle  of  the 
Month  of  April  he  arrived  at  St.  Helen's,  with  eighteen 
Ships  of  the  Line,  with  which  he  was  very  defirous  of 
failing  on  the  intended  Expedition,  without  waiting  for 
the  Dutch  ;  but  this  Propofition  was  not  at  firfl  accept¬ 
ed,  fo  that  he  remained  there  till  the  Beginning  of  May, 
when  he  was  fo  ill  that  he  kept  his  Bed,  though  Bifhop 
Burnet  is  fo  charitable  as  to  fugged:,  that  he  was  only 
fick  of  the  Expedition ;  which,  had  it  been  true,  was 
no  Refledlion  upon  him,  fince  the  Execution  of  what 

he 


fudden  Turn,  this  Expedition  was  dropt,  and  then  it  was  given 
out,  that  it  was  intended  for  the  Well- Indies  ;  which,  what¬ 
ever  effect  it  might  have  abroad,  created  abundance  of  ground- 
lefs  Reflections  at  home,  as  if  we  had  neglefted  making  War 
in  that  Part  of  the  World,  where  we  were  moil  able  to  have 
carried  it  on  with  Succefs,  and  to  have  drawn  Advantages 
from  it.  But  the  Truth  is,  our  Allies  would  never  confent  to 
our  making  any  Conquefts  in  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  and  this 
Rumour  of  the  Fleets  going  thither,  was  only  fpread  to  alarm 
the  Spaniards. 

y  There  could  not  well  be  a  greater  Sign  of  his  being  in 
Earneft ;  and,  as  to  the  Nature  of  the  Propcfal,  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  well  calculated  for  preventing  the  French  from  reaping  any 
Benefit  from  their  Trade  with  Spain,  or  the  Spaniards  from 
feeling  any  Eife&s  of  French  Protedion.  This  agreed  exactly 
with  the  Maxim  upon  which  Sir  Geerge  Rooke  always  went, 
of  treating  the  French  as  Enemies,  and  the  Spaniards  as  Allies! 
For  it  was  his  Opinion,  and  he  was  not  fhy  of  declaring  it, 
that  it  might  be  very  practicable  to  retrieve  Spain,  though*  im- 
poffible  to  conquer  it. 
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he  propofed  depended  entirely  on  being  done  in  Time, 
and  the  putting  off  of  his  Departure  was  chargeable 
only  on  thofe  who  commanded  him  z.  The  Truth, 
however,  was,  that  the  Admiral  found  himfelf  fo  ill, 
that  he  applied  for  Leave  to  go  to  the  Bath,  which  was 
granted  him,  and  George  Churchill ,  Efq;  Admiral  of 
the  Blue ,  was  fent  to  take  upon  him  the  Command. 
But  he  not  arriving  in  Time,  and  Sir  George  finding 
himfelf  better,  put  to  Sea,  and  continued  at  Sea  for 
fomething  more  than  a  Month  ;  and  then  finding  what 
he  fufpedted  at  the  ljle  of  Wight  to  be  true,  that  the 
Enemy  had  Notice  of  his  Defign,  and  that  moft  of 
their  Squadrons  had  failed  ;  and  therefore  perceiving  that 
he  could  do  the  Nation  no  Service  by  remaining  longer 
on  the  French  Coaft,  he  returned  home  about  the 
Middle  of  June ,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  undertake 

any 


*  That  I  may  not  feem  to  charge  this  Prelate  rafhly,  I  will 
produce  his  own  Words,  “  This  Year  Things  at  Sea,  fays  he, 
“  were  ill  defigned,  and  worfe  executed  :  The  making  Prince 
“  George  our  Lord  High  Admiral,  proved  in  many  Infiances 
“  very  unhappy  to  the  Nation  :  Men  of  bad  Defigns  impofed 
“  on  him  ;  he  underftood  thofe  Matters  very  little,  and  they 
“  fheltered  themfelves  under  his  Name,  to  which  a  great 
“  Submifiion  was  paid  ;  but  the  Complaints  rofe  the  higher 
<e  for  that  :  Our  main  Fleet  was  ready  to  go  out  in  May,  but 
“  the  Dutch  Fleet  was  not  yet  come  over  ;  fo  Rook  was  fent 
out  to  alarm  the  Coaft  of  France  :  He  lingered  long  in  Port* 
“  pretending  ill  Health  ;  upon  that,  Churchill  was  fent  to 
“  command  the  Fleet ;  but  Rooke’s  Health  returned  happily 
“  for  him,  or  he  thought  fit  to  lay  afide  that  Pretence,  and 
“  went  to  Sea,  where  he  continued  a  Month  ;  but  in  fuch  a 
“  Station,  as  if  his  Defign  had  been  to  keep  far  from  meet-' 
“  ing  the  French  Fleet,  which  failed  out  at  that  Time  ;  and 
“  to  do  the  Enemy  no  Harm,  not  fo  much  as  to  difturb  their 
“  quiet,  by  coming  near  their  Coaft  ;  at  laft  he  returned  with- 
out  having  attempted  any  thing”. 
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any  more  neceflary  Service  a.  This  Expedition  has  the 
Misfortune  to  difpleafe  Secretary  Burchet ,  who  fays  that, 
in  his  poor  Opinion,  a  Squadron  of  fmall  Ships  might  have 
had  better  Succefs  ;  and  in  my  poor  Opinion,  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  as  good  a  Judge  of  the  probability  of  this  as  he. 
The  Quellion  in  fuch  Cafes  is  not  the  Succefs,  but  the 
Contrivance  and  Execution  of  the  Scheme;  and  if  thefe  be 
right,  the  Conduct  of  the  Commander  cannot  be  wrong, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  blamed.  When  Sir  George 
Rooke  returned,  he  was  Hill  fo  weak  and  infirm,  that 
he  afked  and  had  Leave  to  go  to  Bath ,  his  Superiors 
feeing  no  Reafon  to  cenfure  his  Behaviour ;  and  there- 
fore,  as  foon  as  he  was  able  to  undertake  it,  we  fhall  find 
him  again  in  Command,  and  employed  in  a  Service  of 
greater  Importance. 

The  grand  Fleet  was  commanded  this  Year  by  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel :  It  confided  at  firft  of  twenty- feven 
Ships  of  the  Line,  and  the  Admiral  had  under  hint 
Rear-Admiral  Byng,  and  Sir  Stafford  Fairhorne  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  afterwards  reinforced  with  eight  Ships  more,  thefe 
were  commanded  by  Vice-Admiral  Leake .  His  In- 
flructions  were  very  large  ;  but  all  of  them  might  be  re¬ 
duced  to  thefe  three  Heads,  viz .  annoying  the  Enemy, 
affifting  our  Allies,  and  prote&ing  our  Trade.  He 
waited  till  the  Middle  of  June  for  the  Dutch ^  and  then 
was  joined  only  by  twelve  Ships  of  the  Line,  carrying 

Vol.  Ill  A  a  three 


a  Sir  George  failed,  as  appears  by  the  Gazette,  on  the  nth 
of  May.  On  the  23d  he  fent  in  the  Lenox  to  Portfmouth, 
with  a  French  Eaft-India  Ship  worth  100,000  /.  on  the  1  cth 
of  June,  he  fent  in  Lord  Dudley,  who  commanded  the  Litch¬ 
field,  with  a  French  Man  of  War  of'  36  Guns,  and  a  Weft- 
^ India  Merchant-man  worth  40,000  /.  and  on  the  22d  of  Tunc 
Sir  George  returned  with  many  Prizes  from  the- Weft-Indies 

* 

‘  *  , 
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three  Flags;  and  it  is  certain,  that  if  the  Force  he  had 
with  him  had  been  better  adjufted  than  it  was  to  the 
Things  he  had  Orders  to  perform,  yet  the  Time  al¬ 
lowed  him,  which  was  only  till  the  End  of  September^ 
was  much  too  fhort,  fo  that  it  was  really  impoffible  for 
him  to  execute  the  Services  that  feemed  to  be  expected  b. 
He  reprefented  this,  and  is  commended  for  it  by  Bifhop 
Burnet ,  who  had  notwithftariding  cenfured  another  Ad¬ 
miral  for  the  fa  pie  Thing  before  ;  however  Sir  Cloudejley 
Shovel  was  ordered  to  obey,  and  he  did  fo,  but  was  not 
able  to  get  clear  of  the  Land  till  near  the  Middle  of  July> 
having  alfo  a  Fleet  of  upwards  of  230  Merchant  Men 
under  his  Convoy.  On  the  24th  he  arrived  off  the 
Rock  of  Lisbon ,  where  he  held  a  Council  of  War,  in 
which  the  Rendezvous  was  appointed  to  be  held  in  Alien 
Bay.  He  purfued  his  InftruClions  as  far  as  he  was  able, 
and  having  fecured  the  Turly  Fleet,  he  intended  tO'have 
{laid  fome  time  upon  the  Coaft  of  Italy .  But  the  Dutch 
Admiral  informed  him,  that  both  his  Orders  and  his 
Victuals  required  his  thinking  of  a  fpeedy  Return  ;  and 
it  was  with  much  to  do  that  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  him  to  go  to  Leghorn.  In  the  mean  Time  the 
Inltrudtion  he  had  to  fuccour  the  Cevennois ,  who  were 
then  in  Arms  againit  the  French  King,  were  found  im- 

i 

practicable 


bThis,  as  I  obferve  in  the  Text,  is  ingenuoufly  confefled  by 
Bilhop  Barnet,  who  carrys  his  Reflections  on  this  SubjeCt  very 
fir  ;  he  fays,  it  was  not  eafy  to  imagine  what  the  Defign  of 
fo  great  an  Expedition  could  be.  Much  was  faid  to  the  fame 
Purpofe  in  the  Idoufe  of  Lords;  but  nobody  reflected  upon 
the  Admiral,  as  indeed  there  was  no  Reafon  for  it.  But  then, 
I  confefs  [  do  not  fee  why  the  fame  juflice  fhould  not  be  done 
to  other  Admirals,  when  their  ConduCt  appears  to  have  been 
as  innocent,  or  as  laudable. 


,!j 
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pra&icable ;  and  therefore  the  Admiral  contented  him- 
felf  with  doing  all  that  could  be  done,  which  was  to 
fend  The  Tartar  and  The  Pembroke  upon  that  Coaft, 
where  they  found  it  impoffible  to  do  any  thing  c.  The 
Admiral  then  detached  Captain  Swa?iton  to  Tunis  and 
Tripoli ,  and  fent  Rear-Admiral  Byng  to  Algier ,  to  re¬ 
new  the  Peace  with  thofe  States,  and  on  the  22d  of 
'September  arrived  off  Altca,  from  whence  he  foon  after 
failed  for  England .  On  the  27  th  in  the  Sir  eights  Mouth 
he  met  with  an  Algerine  Man  of  War  becalmed,  which 
he  immediately  took  under  his  Protedlion,  till  all  the 
Dutch  Ships  were  paffed  ;  in  which  he  certainly  per¬ 
formed  the  Part  of  an  Englijh  Admiral,  preferved  the 
Reputation  of  our  Flag,  did  great  Service  to  our  Trade, 
and  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  the  French  to  pradife 
Upon  thofe  piratical  States,  as  they  had  done  formerly. 

Having  Intelligence  that  a  Fleet  of  Merchant  Ships 

waited  for  a  Convoy  at  Lisbon  >  he  fent  Sir  Andrew 

* 

Leake  thither  with  a  fmall  Squadron,  who  convoyed  them 
fafe  into  the  Downs d. 

A  a  2  On 


c  It  is  clear,  that  the  Dutch  were  vidualled  for  ftill  a  (Sort¬ 
er  Time  than  our  Fleet ;  and,  if  I  durfi,  I  would  fugged  that 
our  Miniftry  were  obliged  to  comply  with  the  Schemes  of  our 
Allies,  in  fuch  joint  Expeditions.  Mr.  Oldmixon  has  given 
a  large  Account  of  the  A  ttempt  made  in  Favour  of  the  Ce- 
vennois,  and  has  fully  vindicated  the  Admiral’s  Conduct. 

.  d  ^ 's  5erta'n’  fnat  Sir  Cloudefiy  gained  as  much  Reputa¬ 
tion  in  this  Expedition,  as  it  was  poflible  for  an  Admiral  to  do 
who  had  no  Opportunity  of  fighting;  and  therefore,  thofe 
People  feem  to  carry  Things  too  far,  who  fay  that  this  Fleet 
did  not  either  hurt  our  Enemies,  or  proted  our  Friends ;  where¬ 
as,  in  Truth,  all  Circum  fiances  confidered,  it  did  both;  and 
our  Allies  the  Dutch,  were  very  well  contented  with  what  was 
done,  imagining,  that  the  Protection  of  their  own  Trade,  was  a 

Matter 
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On  the  1 6th  of  November ,  the  Fleet  being  off  the 
JJle  of  Wight ,  the  Dutch  crowded  away  for  their  own 
Ports,  and  left  the  Admiral  to  fleer  for  the  Downs , 
which  he  did  ;  but  before  he  made  Land,  Captain  (now 
Sir  John)  Norris  in  The  Orfiord ,  a  Ship  of  the  3d  Rate, 
together  with  The  Warfpight  of  feventy  Guns,  and  The 
Litchfield  of  fifty,  being  a-head  of  the  Fleet,  gaveChace 
to  a  French  Ship  of  War,  and  beginning  to  engage  a- 

bout  eight  at  Night,  the  Difpute  continued  till  two  in 

✓ 

the  Morning,  when  having  loft  her  Fore-top-maft,  and 
all  her  Sails,  and  her  Standing  and  Running  Rigging  being 
much  fhattered,  fhe  ftruck.  This  Ship  came  from 
Newfoundland ,  was  commanded  by  Monfieur  de  la  Ruey 
was  named  The  Hazardous ,  and  had  fifty  Guns  mount¬ 
ed,  with  370  Men  ;  but  had  more  Ports,  and  was  larger 
than  any  one  of  our  fixty  Gun  Ships,  fo  that  fhe  was 
regiftered  in  the  Lift  of  our  Royal  Navy e. 

This  Expedition  did  not  refledl  much  Honour  upon 
the  Nation,  and  therefore  it  created  Tome  Murmurs;  but 
thefe  fell  where  they  ought :  not  upon  the  Admiral,  who 
certainly  did  all  that  was  in  his  Power,  but  upon  thofe 
Who  jframed  the  Projedl,  and  gave  the  Admiral  his  In- 
flru&ions. 

But  while  the  grand  Fleet  was  at  Sea,  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Dilies  performed  a  very  acceptable'  Service  to  his 
Country  on  the  French  Coaft.  For  the  Lord  High 

Admiral’s 


Matter  of  as  great  Importance,  at  leaft  to  them,  as  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  King  Charles’s  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  which 
the  Court  of  Vienna  left  at  that  Time  entirely  to  the  Con¬ 
federates. 

e  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  656.  Pointer’s  Chronological 
Hiflory,and  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  Year  1703, 
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Admiral’s  Council  having  Intelligence,  that  a  confider- 
able  Fleet  of  French  Merchant  Ships,  with  their  Con¬ 
voy,  were  in  Cane  all-  Bay,  Orders  w7ere  font  to  the 
Rear-Admiral,  who  was  then  at  Spithead  with  a  fmall 
Squadron,  to  fail  immediately  in  Purfuit  of  them,  which 
he  did  on  the  22d  of  July .  On  the  24th  he  ordered 
the  Captain  of  The  Nonfuch ,  to  ftretch  a-head  of  the 
Squadron,  and  Hand  as  near  Alderney  as  he  could,  and 
fend  his  Boat  a-fhore  to  gain  Intelligence.  On  the  25th 
he  Hood  towards  the  Cafquets  for  the  fame  Purpofe, 
and  at  fix  in  the  Evening  anchored  off  the  South -Weft 
Part  of  Jerfey  ;  from  whence  he  fent  Captain  Cham - 
her  lain ,  Commander  of  The  Spy  Brigantine,  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  that  he  might  draw  from  him  the  beft  Intelli¬ 
gence  he  could  give,  d  he  Governor  fent  to  him  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Lamprier ,  and  Captain  Thomas  Pipon ,  who 
well  underftood  that  Coaft,  by  whom  being  informed 
of  a  Fleet  about  forty  Sail,  plying  to  the  Windward 
on  the  15th  to  get  to  Granville ,  the  Rear-Admiral,  up¬ 
on  Confultation  at  a  Council  of  War  with  the  Pilots, 
refolved  to  fail  immediately,  though  the  Tide  fell  crofs 
in  the  Night,  that  getting  clear  of  the  Weftermoft 
Rocks  of  the  Minques ,  he  might  attack  the  Enemy  by 
Break  of  Day  the  next  Morning;  which  fucceeded 
well;  for  the  next  Morning,  the  26th,  by  Day-light, 
perceiving  the  Enemy  at  an  Anchor  about  a  League  to 
the  Weft  ward  of  Granville ,  they,  upon  his  Approach, 
got  under  fail,  and  (food  in  for  the  Shore. 

The  Rear-Admiral  followed  them  as  far  as  the  Pilot 
would  venture,  and  found  them  to  conlift  of  forty-three 
Merchant-Ships,  and  three  Men  of  War.  Being  come 
within  four  Foot  Water  more  than  the  Ship  drew,  he 
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manned  all  his  Boats,  and  the  reft  of  the  Ships  did  the 
fame.  By  Noon  he  took  fifteen  Sail,  burnt  fix,  and  funk 
three  ;  the  reft  ftood  fo  far  into  a  Bay,  between  Avran - 
chc  and  the  Mount  St.  Michael ,  that  in  the  Judgment 
cf  the  Pilots  our  Ships  could  not  attack  them  ;  where¬ 
upon,  on  the  27th  in  the  Morning,  it  was  refolved  at  a 
Council  of  War,  to  go  into  the  Bay  with  The  Heft  or  ^ 
Mermaid ,  a  Fire-fhip,  The  Spy  Brigantine,  a  Ship  of 
fix  Guns,  taken  the  Day  before  from  the  Enemy,  a 
Ketch  fitted  as  a  Fire-fhip,  and  all  the  Boats  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron,  which  was  performed  between  ten  and  eleven  in 
the  Adorning,  the  Rear-Admiral  being  prefent,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Captain  Fairfax ,  Captain  Leggy  and  Captain 
Migheils  \  as  alfo  by  the  Captains  Lamprier  and  Pipon. 

There  were  three  Ships  equipt  for  War,  one  of 
eighteen  Guns,  which  the  Enemy  burnt,  the  fecond 
6f  fourteen  Guns,  which  Mr.  Pauly  firft  Lieutenant 
of  The  Kent ,  fet  on  Fire,  who  in  this  Service  was  foot 
through  the  lower  Jaw,  and  had  four  Men  killed,  and 
a  third  of  eight  Guns,  which  was  brought  off.  Seven- 
teen  more  of  the  Merchant- fhips  were  burnt  and  de- 
ftroyed,  fo  that  of  the  whole  Fleet  only  four  efcaped, 
by  getting  under  the  Command  of  Granville-Yon . 
The  Enemy,  during  this  Attack,  fent  feveral  large 
Shallops  from  Granville ,  but  with  no  Succefs ,  the 
Rear-Admiral  having  manned  a  Brigantine  with  eighty 
Men,  arid  another  Veflel  of  fix  Guns  with  forty,  who 
covered  all  the  Boats.  This  laft  Veflel  unfortunately 
run  a-ground,  which  obliged  the  Rear-Admiral  to  burn 
her.  There  were,  during  the  Time  of  this  Adrion, 
bout  5000  of  the  Enemy  feen  on  fhore,  but  they  did 

not  advance  near  enough  to  do  their  own  People  any 
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Service,  or  ours  any  Hurt.  The  Queen,  to  teftify 
her  kind  Acceptance  of  fo  chearful  and  fo  effectual  a 

Service,  ordered  Gold  Medals  to  be  ftruck  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  and  delivered  to  the  Rear-Admiral  and  all  his 

Officers f. 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  of  the  greateft  Difafter  that  has 
happened,  within  the  Memory  of  Man  at  leaft,  by  the 
Fury  of  the  Winds,  I  mean  the  Storm  which  began 
on  the  26th  of  Nevember ,  1703,  about  Eleven  in 
the  Evening,  the  Wind  being  W.  S.  W.  and  continued 
with  dreadful  Flafhes  of  Lightning,  till  about  feven  the 
next  Morning.  The  Water  flowed  to  a  great  Height 
in  Wejlminjler-Hall ,  and  London-Bridge  was  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  ftopt  up  with  Wrecks.  The  Mifchief  done  in  Lon- 
do?i  was  computed  at  1,000,000,  and  the  City  of  Bt  idol 
fuffered  upwards  of  150,000/.  But  the  greateft  Lofs 
fell  upon  our  Navy,  of  which  there  perifhed  no  lefs 
than  thirteen  Ships,  15*  1 II. III. IV. V. 9  Seamen  drowned s  5  amongft 

A  a  4  whom 


f  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3937*  393 8* 

g  The  following  is  the  belt  Account  that  can  be  given  of 

the  Particulars  of  this  great  Lofs. 

I.  The  Referve,  a  fourth  Rate,  Captain  John  Anderfon, 
Commander,  loft  at  Yarmouth.  The  Captain,  the  Surgeon, 
the  Clerk,  and  44  Men  laved ;  the  reft  of  the  Crew  drowned, 
being  175. 1 

II.  The  Vanguard,  a  fecond  Rate,  funk  in  Chatham-Har- 
bour,  with  neither  Men  nor  Guns  in  her. 

III.  The  Northumberland,  a  third  Rate,  Captain  Greenway, 
loft  on  the  Goodwin  Sands ;  all  her  Company  was  loft,  being 
220  Men,  including  24  Marines. 

IV.  The  Sterling  Caftle,  a  third  Rate,  Captain  Johnfon, 
on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  70  Men,  of  which  were  four  Marine 
Officers  faved,  the- reft  were  drowned,  being  206. 

V.  The  Mary,  a  fourth  Rate,  Rear-Admiral  Beaumont, 
Captain  Edward  Kopfon,  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  the  Captain 

and 
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whom  was  Bazil  Beaumont ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
Blue ,  who  had  been  employed  all  that  Year  in  obferviiw 

CJ 

the  Dunkirk  Squadron,  and  had  by  his  great  Care  and 
Condudt  preferved  our  Merchant-fhips  from  falling  in¬ 
to  the  Hands  of  the  French  Privateers ;  which  Service 
appeared  the  more  confiderable  by  the  great  Lofles  the 

Dutch 


and  Purfer  afhore ;  one  Man,  whofe  Name  was  Thomas 
Atkins,  fayed  ;  the  reft,  to  the  Number  of  269,  with  the 
Rear-Admiral,  drowned.  The  Efcape  of  this  Atkins  was 
very  remarkable.  He  faw  the  Rear  Admiral,  when  the  Ship 
was  breaking,  get  upon  a  Piece  of  her  Quarter-Deck,  from 
Which  he  was  foon  walked  off ;  and  about  the  fame  Time, 
Atkins  was  tolled  by  a  Wave  into  the  Sterling- Caftle,  which 
finking  foon  after,  he  was  thrown  the  third  Man  into  her  Boat, 
by  a  Wave  that  walhed  him  from  the  Wreck. 

VI-  The  York,  a  fourth  Rate,  Captain  Smith,  loft  at  Har¬ 
wich  ;  all  her  Men  faved  except  4. 

VII.  I  he  Mortar  Bomb,  a  fifth  Rate,  Captain  Raymond, 
on  the  Goodwin  Sands ;  all  her  Company  loft,  being  65. 

VIII.  The  Eagle,  Advice-Boat,  a  fixth  Rate,  Captain 
Bollock,  loft  on  the  Co2ft  of  Suftex ;  all  her  Company,  being 
49,  fived. 

IX.  The  Refolution,  a  third  Rate,  Captain  Lifte,  on  the 
Coaftof  SulTex  ;  all  her  Company,  being  221,  faved. 

X.  The  Litchfield  Prize,  a  fifth  Rate,  Captain  Chamber- 
lain,  on  the  Coaft  of  Suftex  ;  all  her  Company,  being  108, 
faved. 

XL  The  New-caftJe,  a  fourth  Rate,  Captain  Carter,  loft 
£t  Spithead  ;  the  Carpenter  and  39  Men  were  faved,  and  the 
reft  being  193,  drowned. 

XII.  The  Vefuvius  Firelhip,  a  fifth  Rate,  Captain  Paddon, 
at  Spithead  ;  all  her  Company,  being  48,  faved. 

XIII.  The  Reftoration,  a  third  Rate,  Captain  Emms,  387 
Men,  on  the  Goodwin  Sands ;  not  one  faved. 

Sir  Cloudeftey  Shovel  was  then  in  the  Downs  with  feveral 
great  Ships,  which  were  all  in  the  utmoft  Danger  ;  he  cut  his 
Main-maft  by  the  board,  which  faved  the  Ship  from  running 
on  the  Galloper  of  the  Breach,  of  which  {he  was  then  in 
View.  Sir  Stafford  Fairbone  had  his  Flag,  as  Vice-Admiral  of 
the  Red,  flying  in  the  Afiociation,  in  which  he  was  driven  firft 
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Dutch  this  Year  fuftained.  He  was  in  all  other  Re- 
fpefts  a  Man  well  qualified  for  the  Service  of  his  Country* 
and  what  made  his  Lofs  moft  regretted,  he  died  in  the 
Flower  of  his  Age,  and  in  the  Heat  of  the  War, 
Thefe  Loffes,  how  much  foever  they  might  effect  us  at 
home,  ferved  in  fome  Meafure  to  raife  our  Reputation 
abroad,  for  Orders  were  immediately  ifiued  for  building 
more  Ships  than  were  deftroyed  $  and  the  Queen,  by 
feveral  gracious  Orders,  gave  fuch  and  fo  fpeedy  Relief 
to  (hipwreck’d  Seamen,  and  to  the  diltrefled  Widows  of 
fuch  as  were  drowned,  as  might  have  endeared  her  to 
her  Subjects,  if  fhe  had  not  already  fo  fully  poflefled 
their  Hearts,  as  to  render  any  Increafe  of  Affection  im- 
pofiiblc  h. 

CHARLES 


to  Gottenburgh,  and  then  to  Copenhagen,  from  whence  he  did 
not  get  home  till  the  next  Year.  The  Revenge  was  forced 
from  her  Anchors,  and  with  much  ado,  after  driving  fome 
Time  on  the  Coalt  of  Holland,  got  into  the  River  Medway  ; 
the  Ruflel,  Captain  Townfend,  was  forced  over  to  Holland, 
apd  the  Dorfet,  Captain  Edward  Whitaker,  after  linking 
thrice  on  the  Galloper,  drove  a  Fortnight  at  Sea,  and  then  got 
fafe  to  the  Nore. 

-h  On  the  1 2th  of  December,  the  Queen  publiihed  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  for  a  General  Fall,  on  Wednefday  the  19th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  following,  which  was  kept  with  wonderful  Stri&nefs  : 
In  the  Gazette  of  December  16,  the  Lord  High  Admiral  by 
an  Advertifement  dated  the  13  th,  gives  Notice,  that  the  Com¬ 
panies  of  her  Majelty’s  Ships  which  were  call  away  fhould  be 
paid  that  Day  Month,  which  was  done  accordingly  ;  and  in 
the  Gazette,  No.  3978,  appeared  the  following  Order. 

“  Her  Majefty  taking  into  Conlideration  the  great  Lofs  fuf- 
€£  tained  by  the  Families  of  fuch  as,  being  in  her  Majelty’s 
“  Service  at  Sea,  periled  by  the  late  Storm  :  Her  Majelty, 
“  with  the  Advice  of  her  Privy-Council  is  plealed  to  order, 
“  as  it  is  hereby  ordered  accordingly,  That  the  Widows  and 
^  Families  of  fuch  Commiffion  and  other  Officers  and  Seamen 
?!  as  have  periffied  by  reafon  of  the  late  Storm,  in  her  Majelty’s 

6‘  Service 
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C HA RL  E S,  Arch-Duke  of  Auftria ,  being  de« 
dared  King  of  Spain  by  his  Father,  and  owned  as  fuch 
by  the  Allies,  Sir  George  Rooke  was  fent  in  the  Month 
of  October  to  Holland ,  in  order  to  condudt  him  to 
Lisbon .  There  the  Dutch  not  being  ready,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  forced  to  continue  for  fome  time,  and  then 
the  great  Storm  occafioned  a  new  Delay  ;  at  laft  he  em¬ 
barked,  and  with  a  joint  Squadron  of  Englijh  and  Dutch 
Ships,  and  a  confiderable  Number  of  Tranfports,  with 
Land  Forces  on  Board,  he  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the 
26th  of  December  ;  he  was  there  received  by  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ,  and  met  on 
the  Road  to  Windfor  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Denmark ,  and  was  received  with  all  imaginable  Marks 
of  Refpedt  by  the  Queen,  for  whom  he  fhewed  greater 
Deference  than  was  even  expected  by  the  Englijh  Court. 
Here  we  will  end  the  Naval  Tranfadtions  in  Europe  for 
this  Year,  and  proceed  to  take  a  View  of  what 
pa{Ted  in  America ,  after  the  Death  of  Admiral  Ben- 
low  K 

The 


**  Service  at  Sea,  be  entitled  to  her  Majefty’s  Bounty  in  the 
“  fame  Manner  as  if  they  had  been  adtually  killed  in  Fight 
ft  in  her  Majefly’s  Service  at  Sea,  according  to  the  Eftablifh- 
u  ment  in  that  Behalf.  And  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George 
“  of  Denmark,  Lord  High  Admiral,  is  defired  to  give  the 
“  neceffary  Diredtions  herein  accordingly”. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  was  then  fitting,  addrefled 
her  Majefty  upon  this  melancholly  Occafion,  defiring  her  to 
give  immediate  Diredtions  for  repairing  this  Lofs,  and  to  build 
fuch  capital  Ships  as  fhe  fhould  think  fit,  and  promifed  to  make 
good  the  Expence  at  the  next  Meeting. 

1  Moil  of  our  Hiftorians  have  placed  Sir  George  Rooke’s 
Voyage  to  Lifbon,  in  1703;  which  is  what  I  do  not  under¬ 
hand,  iince  he  did  not  leave  England  ’till  the  Month  of  Janu¬ 
ary, 
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The  Command  devolving  upon  Captain  WbetJloney 
whom  Mr.  Benbow  had  appointed  Rear-Admiral  of  his 
Squadron,  he  immediately  put  it  into  the  belt  Condition 
poffihle  for  going  to  Sea,  and  then  cruized  on  the  Coaft 
of  Hifpaniola ,  On  his  Return  to  Jamaica  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  of  (hewing  his  great  Concern  for  the  Co¬ 
lony.  A  Fire  breaking  out  at  Port  Royal  on  the  9th  of 
February ,  1703,  about  Noon,  burnt  it  down  to  the 
Ground  before  Night,  leaving  nothing  (landing  but  the 
two  Fortifications.  In  this  fad  Diftrefs,  which  (till 
would  have  been  much  greater,  if  the  Seamen,  with 
great  Courage  and  Induftry,  had  not  affifted  in  pre- 
ferving  their  Goods  and  Stores,  the  Rear-Admiral  pub- 
lifhed  a  Proclamation,  in  which  he  promifed  to  enter¬ 
tain  and  relieve  all  fuch  as  fhculd  defire  ir,  on  Board 
her  Majefty’s  Ships,  untill  they  could  be  otherwife  pro¬ 
vided 


ary,  1704,  and  therefore  I  have  contented  myfdf  with  placing 
that  Part  of  his  Expedition  within  this  Year,  which  tell  out 
in  it,  and  left  the  reft  to  be  related  in  its  proper  Place.  I  fhall 
take  this  Opportunity  of  obierving,  that  the  Arch-Duke 
Charles  was  proclaimed  King  of  Spain  at  Vienna,  on  the  12th 
of  September  N.  S.  his  Journey  to  Portugal  being  then  re- 
folved  on.  The  Choice  made  of  Sir  George  Rooke  to  brine 
him  over  hither,  and  convoy  him  to  Lisbon,  was  a  clear 
Proof  that  his  Conduct  was  equally  approved  at  Home  and 
Abroad.  Indeed  it  could  not  be  otherwife,  for  every  Body  at 
this  1  ime,  was  fatished  that  our  Min  ill  ry  defigned  to  place  King- 
Charles  III  on  the  Throne  of  Spain,  partly  by  affifb'ng  the 
bpaniards,  who  fhould  declare  for  him,  but  chiefly  by  compell¬ 
ing  the  French  to  abandon  the  Caufe  of  his  Rival.  Now 
this  was  exattly  agreeable  to  Sir  George  Rooke’s  way  of 
thinkings,  who  was  for  treating  the  Spaniards  kindlv 
fighting  only  with  the  French.  This  being  confident  we 
may  eafily  Account  for  the  making  Choice  of  Sir  George 
Rooke,  to  command  this  Fleet,  though  it  will  not  be  eifv  in 
divine  why  thofe  "Writers  bear  hardeit  on  Sir  George’s  Chi- 
rafter,  who  are  fondeit  of  Lord  Godolphin’s  Meafures  which 
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vided  for;  which  he,  with  great  Care  and  Tendernefs, 
performed.  Soon  after  this,  he  failed  again  on  a  Cruize, 
in  hopes  of  meeting  a  confiderable  Fleet  of  Merchant- 
fhips,  which  were  expedled  from  France .  He  fpent  five 
Weeks  in  fearch  of  them  to  no  Purpofe  ;  and  after  look¬ 
ing  into  Port  Lewis ,  not  finding  any  thing  there,  he 
Hood  away  for  Petit  Guavas  and  Leogane.  When  he 
arrived  near  this  Port,  he  divided  his  Squadron,  becaufe 
when  Admiral  Benbow  attacked  the  Enemy  here,  their 
Ships  efcaped  on  one  Side,  as  he  entered  on  the  other. 
He  therefore  failed  Well  ward  with  Part  of  his  Ships, 
and  fent  the  reft  to  the  South.  When  thefe  came  in 
fight,  three  Privateers,  which  were  in  every  refpedt 
ready  for  Service,  flood  away  Northward ;  but  the  Rear- 
Admiral  forcing  two  of  them  a-fliore,  burnt  them,  and 
the  other  he  took.  Captain  Vincent ,  who  commanded 
to  the  Southward,  rowed  in  the  Night  into  a  Place  call¬ 
ed  the  Cul  de  Sac ,  where  he  found  four  Ships,  one  of 
which  he  burnt,  another  he  funk,  the  third  (which  was 
a  Confort  of  the  Privateers  aforementioned)  he  towed 
out,  and  boarding  the  fourth,  fhe  was  blown  up  by  the 
accidental  firing  of  a  Grenado-fhell.  From  this  Place 
the  Rear-Admiral  failed  to  Port  de  Paix ,  but  found  no 
Shipping  there  ;  for  the  before-mentioned  Privateers 
were  all  that  the  Enemy  had  in  thofe  Parts,  with  which, 
and  five  hundred  Men,  they  thought  to  have  made  an 
Attempt  on  the  North  Side  of  Jamaica  ;  and  in  thefe 
Ships  were  taken  One  Hundred  and  T  wenty  Prifo 


ners  k. 


Whil? 


k  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory, 
Compleat  Hillory  of  Europe, 


Britifh  Empire  in  America, 
1704.  It  is  very  remarkable, 
‘  that 


/ 


\ 
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While  Rear-Admiral  Whetjlont  was  thus  employed, 
they  were  far  from  forgetting  the  Safety  of  the  Planta¬ 
tions  at  home.  Sir  George  Rookey  in  the  Month  of 
Sept  ember ,  1702,  detached  from  the  Mediterranean , 
Captain  Hovenden  Walker  in  The  Burfordy  five  more 
third  Rates,  ten  Tranfports,  and  four  Regiments  on 
Board,  for  the  Leeward- IJlandsy  he  arrived  in  Barba - 
does  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  January  ,  and 
there  coming  thither  foon  after  fix  of  our  Eajl- India 
Ships  richly  laden,  he,  by  the  Advice  of  a  Council  of 
War,  fent  them  home  under  the  Convoy  of  The  Expe¬ 
dition^  a  third  Rate,  Captain  Knapp,  Commander,  who 
brought  them  fafely  to  England .  From  Barbadoes  Cap¬ 
tain  Walker  failed  to  Antigua ,  where  he  joined  Colonel 
Geddringtony  who  was  about  undertaking  an  Expedition 
to  Guadelupe ,  in  which  Captain  Walker  was  to  affift 
him.  They  failed  from  Antigua  the  latter  End  of  Fe- 
bruary  ;  on  the  12th  of  March  Geneial  Coddrington 

1 

landed  with  great  Part  of  the  Forces,  but  was  fo  warm¬ 
ly  received  by  the  French ,  that  they  would  have  been 
able  to  have  done  little  or  nothing,  if  Commodore 
Walker  had  not  fent  in  The  Chichejler ,  which  drove  the 
Enemy  from  their  Batteries,  which  our  Men  quickly 
entered.  The  next  Day  the  reft  of  the  Soldiers,  and 
four  hundred  Seamen  were  landed,  who  attacked  the 

North 


that  Pere  le  Pers  in  his  Accurate  Hillory  of  St.  Domingo,  has 
nothing  of  this  Expedition,  which  could  not  poffibly  have  es¬ 
caped  his  Notice  any  more  than  that  which  was  intended  by 
the  French  againlt  Jamaica.  But  as  no  Honour  could  arife  to 
his  Countrymen,  from  the  Relation  of  what  pall  in  this  Part 
of  the  World  at  this  Time,  he  thought  proper  to  be  filenc, 
rather  than  record  the  Advantages  gained  by  the  Engliftu 
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North  Part  of  the  Town  with  great  Fury,  forced  the 
Enemy  to  abandon  it,  and  to  retreat  into  the  Caftle  and 
Fort,  which  they  defended  to  the  3d  of  April,  and 
then  blowing  them  both  up,  retired  to  the  Mountains. 
After  this  out  T roops  ravaged  all  the  Country,  burnt 
the  i  own  to  the  Ground,  razed  the  Fortifications, 
carried  the  belt  of  the  Artillery  on  Board,  burft  the  reft, 

and  with  a  very  great  Booty  embarked  without  the  Lofs 
of  a  Man  h 

The  French  Writers  give  a  different  Account  of  this 
Affair,  and  becaufe  the  Englijh  thought  fit  to  retreat, 
they  will  needs  have  it  a  Victory  on  their  Side  m.  Now 
as  to  this  Retreat,  there  were  many  Reafons  for  it, 
and  fome  indeed  that  rendered  it  indifpenfibly  neceffary. 
General  Coddrington  fell  lick,  and  was  forced  to  return 
to  Nevis  \  then  Colonel  Whethaniy  upon  whom  the 
Command  devolved,  fell  dangeroufly  ill,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  to  Antigua .  The  Command  of  the  Land-Forces 
fell  next  to  Colonel  Willis  y  who,  upon  certain  Informa¬ 
tion,  that  the  French  had  landed  nine  hundred  Men  on 

the 


1  There  were  fome  unlucky  Circumftances  attended  this  Ex¬ 
pedition.  In  the  firft  Place,  when  Captain  Walker  arrived, 
the  Land-Forces  had  no  Powder,  with  which,  however,  they 
were  furnifhed  from  the  Fleet.  When  they  came  next  to  ex¬ 
amine  their  Stores  clofely,  it  was  found,  that  in  a  thoufand 
Flints,  there  were  not  fifty  fit  for  Mufquets,  nor  had  they 
Mortars,  Bombs,  Pick- Axes,  Spades,  or  indeed  any  thing 
proper  and  convenient  for  a  Siege.  But  we  mu  ft  take  Care  not 
to  attribute  this  Mifmanagement  either  to  Commodore  Walker, 
who  commanded  here,  or  to  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  fent  him, 
fince  they  both  afted  in  Obedience  to  Orders ;  the  Commo¬ 
dore  to  tnofe  of  the  Admiral,  and  the  Admiral  receiving  his 
from  the  Miniftry,  who  ought  to  have  confidered  better  what 
they  were  doing.  »  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  iv.  P. 

Daniel,  Limiers,  Sec. 
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the  Back  of  the  Ifland,  called  a  Council  of  War,  in 
which  it  was  refolved  to  embark  the  Forces;  which  was 
accordingly  done,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  on  the 
7th  of  May.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  this  Ser¬ 
vice  fuffered  not  a  little  from  home  Difputes  that  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  Land  and  Sea- Officers  ;  which  is, 
generally  fpeaking,  the  Ruin  of  our  TVeJi-India  Expe¬ 
ditions  n. 

As  foon  as  the  News  of  Vice-Admiral  Benbow's 
Misfortune  and  Death  arrived  in  England ,  it  was  refolved 
to  fend  another  Flag-Officer  thither  with  a  confiderable 
Squadron.  This  Command,  it  is  faid,  was  offered  to 
Sir  Stafford  Fatrborne ,  who  refufed  it  ;  and  then  it  was 
propofed  to  Mr.  Graydon ,  who,  though  a  certain  Pre¬ 
late  ftiles  him  a  brutal  Man,  made  this  Anfwer,  That 
it  was  his  Duty  to  go  where  the  Queen  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  command  him,  and  that  he  knew  no  Difference 
of  Climates,  when  he  wTas  to  obey  her  Orders.  His 

V 

Inftrudfions 

.  .  ' 

n  The  Governors  of  our  Colonies  have  fcarce  ever  been  able 
to  agree  with  the  Commanders  of  our  Squadrons  ;  and  with 
refpeft  to  this  very  Expedition,  there  were  as  warm  Com¬ 
plaints  made  againft  the  Commodore,  as  ever  came  from  the 
Weft* Indies  :  but  he  reprefented,  that  the  Road  of  Guadalupe 
Was  exceffively  bad  ;  that  he  found  it  impofftble  to  procure 
Pilots;  that  feveral  of  the  Ships  loft  their  Anchors,  the  Ground 
being  foul,  and  the  Water  deep,  fo  that  fome  or  other  were 
daily  forced  out  to  Sea  ;  and  added  to  this,  that  the  Troops 
were  under  exceftive  Difficulties,  having  no  Guides  to  conduct 
them,  and  being  under  the  utmoft  Want  of  Neceffaries  to  fup- 
port  them.  Belides,  the  Ifland  was  not  abandoned,  till  the 
Expedition  had  coft  us  pretty  dear,  as  appears  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  Account  of  our  Lofs.  There  were  killed  in  the  fir  ft 
Adion,  one  Major,  two  Captains,  fix  Lieutenants ;  and  wound¬ 
ed,  two  Colonels,  feven  Captains,  and  nine  Lieutenants  ;  and 
three  Enfigns  died.  One  hundred  and  fifty -four  Soldiers  were 
killed  ;  two  hundred  and  eleven  wounded  ;  feven ty -two  died  ; 
fifty- nine  deferted  ;  and  twelve  were  taken  Prifoners. 
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Inftru&ions  may  be  found  at  large  in  Burchet ,  and  th£ 
Strength  he  was  to  take  with  him,  which  confiftedonly 
of  a  third,  a  fourth,  and  a  fifth  Rate ;  which  laft  pro^ 
ved  unfit  for  the  Voyage,  and  therefore  The  Montagui 
of  fixty,  and  The  Nonfuch  of  fifty  Guns,  were  ordered 
to  fee  him  a  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  into  the  Sea  °. 
They  failed  about  the  middle  of  March ,  and  on  the 
1 8th  of  that  Month  they  faw  four  French  Ships  to  Lee¬ 
ward,  viz.  two  of  fixty,  one  of  fifty,  and  another  of 
forty  Guns.  This  laft  being  both  the  fmalleft  and 
fternmoft,  The'  Montague ,  commanded  by  Captain 
William  Cleland ,  bore  down  to,  and  foon  after  engaged 
her.  Hereupon  the  Vice-Admiral  made  the  Signal  for  a 
Line  of  Battel,  and  consequently  for  The  Montague's 
coming  off;  but  her  Fore-top-fail  being  {hot  in  Pieces 
the  fecond  Broadfide  fhe  received  from  the  Enemy,  fhe 
could  not  tack  fo  foon  as  otherwife  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  infomuch,  that  the  other  three  French  Ships  wore, 
and  bearing  down  to  the  Ship  that  had  been  engaged, 
each  of  them  fired  her  Broadfide  at  The  Montague  ;  but 
fhe  being  to  Windward,  and  the  Sea  running  high,  as 
the  French  generally  fire  in  Hopes  of  wounding  Mails, 
Yards,  or  Rigging,  all  their  Shot  flew  over  her  *  fo  that 
fhe  received  not  any  confiderable  Damage.  The  French 
Ships  (which  now  made  the  beft  of  their  Way  from 
ours)  were  foul,  for  they  were  Part  of  the  Squadron 
under  Command  of  Monfieur  du  Caffe ,  with  which 
Vice-Admiral  Benbow  engaged  in  the  Weff -Indies ,  and 
(as  it  was  reported)  were  very  rich  p* 

This 


0  See  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  The  Complete  Hiftory  of 
.Europe  for  1702,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  See. 
p  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  London  Gazette^,  No.  3910, 
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This  Affair  drew  very  heavy  Reproaches  on  the 
Admiral,  who,  notwithftanding,  feems  to  have  a&ed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  belt  of  his  Abilities  ;  and  in  faying 
this,  I  am  warranted  by  the  Judgment  of  the  Admiralty- 
Board,  who  were  belt  acquainted  with  Mr.  Graydon’s 
Jnftrudtions q.  He  proceeded  with  all  imaginable  Dili¬ 
gence  in  his  Voyage,  and  arrived  at  the  Ifland  of  Ma¬ 
dera  on  the  ioth  of  April)  1703;  and  from  thence  he 
failed  to  Barbadoes ,  where  he  arrived  the  12th  of  May . 
The  Day  before  came  a  Brigantine  from  Guadalupe , 
with  Advice  that  Commodore  Walker  was  there,  and 
that  both  Seamen  and  Soldiers  were  in  Danger  of  being 
Itarved  for  want  of  Provifions.  The  Vice-Admiral 
thereupon  applied  himfelf  to  the  Agent-Vidlualler,  and 
Vol.  III.  B  b  having 


q  Bi(h°P  Burnet  blames  the  Admiralty  for  inferting  a  Para¬ 
graph  in  the  Gazette,  to  jultify  the  Admiral’s  Conduit  It 
is  neceffary  the  Reader  fhould  fee  that  Paragraph,  which  runs 
thus.  “  Plymouth,  April  26,  The  Montague,  Captain  Cleve- 
“  iand>  Commander,  is  come  in  here  :  The  Nonfuch,  and  flie 
“  went  from  thence  the  13th  of  March,  with  Vice-Admiral 
"  Graydon,  in  the  Refolution,  Captain  Day  in  the  Blackwall 
the  Tranfports  with  Brigadier  Columbine’s  Regiment,  Score- 
Ships,  and  Merchants,  bound  to  the  Welt-Indies,  and  part- 
“  ed  from  them  on  the  26th  of  the  fame,  in  the  Latitude  of 
"  43  Degrees.  The  Captain  fays,  that  on  the  18th  of  that 
Month  in  the  Latitude  of  4.7  Degrees,  30  Minutes  they 
"  met  four  French  Men  of  War,  and  that  he  engaged  the 
Sternmoft  for  fometime  ;  but  upon  his  firlt  engaging,  the 
Vice  Admiral  made  a  Signal  to  call  him  off,  being  under 
"  °rder.s  not.  t0  lore  any  Time  in  his  Palfage,  by  chafing  or 
“  fpeaking  with  any  Ships  whatfoever  ;  the  contrary  Winds 
having  kept  him  here  much  longer  than  was  intended,  and 
"  the  Service  upon  which  he  was  bound,  very  much  requiring 
“  ms  Prefence,  and  the  Regiment  that  was  with  him”  The 
Angle  Queftion  that  arofe  on  this  Subjed  was,  whether  Admiral 
Graydon  obeyed  his  Orders  ?  And  this  is  plainly  decided  by  the 
foregoing  Paragraph  in  the  Affirmative, 


370  NAVAL  HIST0R7 

having  furnifhed  himfelf  with  all  the  Beef,  Pork,  Bread, 
and  Peafe  that  could  be  got,  he  failed  on  the  17th.  On 
the  20th  he  ran  in  with  the  Fort  and  Town  of  Guada - 
lupe ,  and  feeing  it  in  Ruins,  he  failed  inftantly  for 
Antigua ,  and  from  thence  to  Nevis,  where  he  met  with 
the  Army  and  Squadron  in  the  greateft  Diftrefs ;  and 
having  relieved  them,  he  failed  with  all  the  Ships  of  War 
to  Jamaica ,  where  they  arrived  the  4th  of  June  r. 
The  firft  Thing  he  did  there,  was  to  direct  a  Survey  of 
the  Ships  under  his  Command  ;  which  proved  to  be  very 
defective,  not  only  in  their  Hulls,  but  in  their  Malls, 
Stores  and  Rigging  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  very  ill  manned. 
This,  together  with  fome  Differences  thatarofe  between 
the  Admiral  and  fome  of  the  principal  Perfons  in  Ja¬ 
maica ,  determined  him  to  fail  home  as  fo on  as  poffible  : 
And  accordingly,  having  left  The  Norwich ,  The  Experi¬ 
ment ,  and  The  Sea-Horfe ,  with  The  Harman  and  Earl - 
Galley,  Fire-lhips,  together  with  two  Sloops,  to  attend 
the  Illand,  and  The  Colchejler  and  Sunderland  to  convoy 
home  the  latter  Trade,  he  failed  for  Blewfields ,  and 
proceeding  from  thence  he  fell  in  with  Newfoundland  on 
2d  of  Augujl  \ 

In  the  Evening  of  that  Day  there  arofe  fuch  a  Fog 
as  has  fcarce  ever  been  feen  ;  for  it  lafbed  thirty  Days 
compleat,  and  the  Weather  was  fo  very  dark,  that  it 
was  difficult  to  difcern  one  Ship  from  another :  This 

occafioned 


7  Burchet’s  Naval  HiHory,  p,  605.  This  was  certainly  a 
very  lignal  Service  done  to  the  Nation  ;  fince,  if  the  Admiral 
had  ailed  lefs  vigorcufly  in  procuring  a  Supply,  our  Troops 
mull  necefTariiy  have  perilled  for  Want.  sBurchet’s 

Naval  Hiftory,  Leiiard,  Oldmixon,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne, 
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occafioned  the  Difperiion  of  the  Fleet,  which  could  not 
be  brought  together  again  till  the  3d  of  September ,  when 
the  Vice-Admiral  thought  it  proper  to  confult  his  Offi¬ 
cers,  as  to  the  principal  Defign  of  his  Voyage,  which 
was  the  attacking  the  French  at  Placentia ,  and  thereby 
forcing  them  to  quit  Newfoundland .  At  this  Council  of 
War,  there  were  prefent,  befidesthe  Vice-Admiral,  Rear- 
Admiral  Whetjlone ,  and  thirteen  Sea-Captains ;  of  the 
Land-Officers,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Colonel  Pi - 
vers,  fix  Captains,  and  an  Engineer.  They  took  into 
Confideration  the  Queen’s  Inftrudlions  to  Brigadier  Col- 
lumbine ,  then  deceafed,  and  thofe  to  Mr.  Gray  don ,  and 
finding  all  their  Ships  in  a  very  fad  Condition,  that  they 
were  thinly  manned,  and  moft  of  them  fick,  already  at 
fhort  Allowance,  and  the  Soldiers  being  forced  to  drink 
Water  in  fo  cold  a  Climate,  had  their  Limbs  benumned, 
and  were  fcarce  fit  for  Service ;  that  the  five  Regiments 
were  reduced  to  1035  Men  \  that  of  five  hundred  they 
were  to  receive  from  New  England  there  came  but  fe- 
venty,  which  were  now  reduced  to  twenty-five,  and 
thofe  difabled  :  and  that,  from  the  belt  Accounts,  the  E- 
nemy  at  Placentia  were  judged  to  be  not  only  fuperior 
in  Number,  and  conlequently  able  to  make  a  good  Re¬ 
finance,  but  that  the  Avenues  to  the  Place  were  ex- 
treamly  difficult,  the  Grounds  fpungy,  and  no  Planks, 
or  other  Materials,  for  mounting  the  Guns  on  the  Bat¬ 
teries:  Thefe  Difficulties  and  Obftrudtions  being  ma¬ 
turely  confidered  together,  with  the  good  Circumltances 
the  Enemy  were  in,  and  the  Affiftance  they  might  have 
from  the  Privateers,  and  other  Shipping  then  at  Placen - 
tia9  the  Council  of  War  were  unanimoufly  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  to  make  an  Attempt  on  that  Place  with  the 

B  b  2  Ships 
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Ships  and  Forces  at  fuch  a  Seafon  of  the  Year,  was  al¬ 
together  impracticable  ;  and  that,  inftead  of  any  Proba¬ 
bility  of  Succefs,  it  might  tend  to  the  Difhonour  of  her 
Majefty’s  Arms  *. 

This  was  the  End  of  Vice-Admiral  Gray  don’s  un¬ 
fortunate  Expedition  ;  in  which,  though  it  is  certain  on 
the  one  Hand,  that  he  did  not  do  the  Nation  any  re¬ 
markable  Service,  yet  it  is  no  lefs  certain  on  the  other, 
that  in  refpedt  to  protecting  the  Trade,  and  mod  of  the 
Things  in  his  Power,  he  did  all  the  Service  he  was  able. 
But  it  was  his  Misfortune,  firft  to  feel  the  EffeCts  of  other 
Mens  Miftakes,  and  next  to  be  made  anfwerable  for 
them.  On  his  Return,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  entered 
into  an  Enquiry  into  his  Conduct  j  and,  befides  their  for¬ 
mer  warm  Vote,  which  was  more  than  enough  to  have 
undone  him,  came  to  a  Refolution  of  addrefling  her  Ma- 
jefty,  to  remove  him  from  all  Employments  for  im¬ 
prefling  Servants  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  defiring  her,  at  the 

fame  time,  to  direft  the  Attorney- General  to  profecute 
him  for  that  Offence  u.  This  had  the  defired  Effedt  : 
Vice-Admiral  Gray  don  (as  to  Service)  was  laid  afide,  and  his 
Memory  has  been  loaded  with  the  fouleft  Imputations  ; 
though  there  is  great  Reafon  to  believe,  that  he  was  ra¬ 
ther 


1 1  tranfcribe  this  from  a  MS.  Account  of  Admiral  Gray- 
don’s  Defence,  in  which  are  particular  Certificates  as  to  the 
Truth  of  each  of  thefe  Fa&s,  and  which,  I  fuppofe,  fatisfied  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  as  to  this  Part  of  the  Charge  ;  which  the 
'  Admiral  looked  upon  as  that  which  would  affeft  him  moil, 
fmce  here  he  had  not  executed  his  Orders,  but  avoided  attack¬ 
ing  the  French.  uSee  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of 

Lords.  I  do  not  fird  that  the  Admiral  was  ever  profecuted  ; 
and  I  gtiefs,  from  a  Reflexion  of  Mr.  Oldmixon,  that  he  was 
not. 
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ther  unlucky  than  unjuft,  and  that  he  fuffered  for  Mif- 
carriages  which  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  avoid.  In  or¬ 
der  to  have  a  clearer  Idea  of  this,  we  muft  confider  that 
he  juftified  himfelf  as  to  his  not  fighting  the  French  un¬ 
der  his  Orders,  which  were  very  precife  upon  that 
Head  ;  and,  if  he  had  not  obeyed  them,  he  muft  have 
been  anfwerable  for  all  the  Confequences  before  a  Court- 
Martial  ;  while  on  the  other  Hand  the  Lords,  as  the 
fupreme  Judicature,  decided  in  this  Cafe,  on  the  Reafon 
of  the  Thing  ;  and  becaufe,  as  they  thought,  the  Neceffi- 
ty  of  fighting  ought,  in  his  Judgment,  to  have  fuper- 
feded  his  Orders  :  Yet,  when  he  pleaded  Neceflity  in 
Excufe  of  imprefiing  Servants,  this  would  not  ferve 
his  Turn  ;  but  he  was  punifhed  in  that  Cafe  as  feverely 
for  making  ufe  of  his  own  Judgment,  as  for  a  fuppofed 
Neglect  of  it  in  the  other. 

In  all  Probability  the  Refentment  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  againft  this  Gentleman,  was  fharpened  by  their 
infpeCting  into  other  Affairs  relating  to  the  Navy  ;  in 
which,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  they  found  Things  very 
indifferently  managed.  As  for  Inftance,  Complaints  had 
been  made  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  bad  Provisions, 
by  which  the  Seamen  were  poifoned,  as  well  as  tne 
Nation  cheated  ;  yet  a  Survey  of  the  Provifions  com¬ 
plained  of  was  delayed  for  three  Months,  which  gave  a 
great  Opportunity  for  making  fuch  Removes  and  Chan¬ 
ges,  as  rendered  the  Proof  of  this  Charge  impracticable. 
The  Merchants  complained  that  they  were  ill  ferved 
with  Convoys,  and  that  fo  little  Care  was  taken  of  the 
Newcajlle  Fleet,  as  occafioned  an  exceffive  Rife  of  Coals : 
the  NegleCt  of  providing  for  fuch  Seamen  as  were  Pri- 
foners  in  France ,  was  likewife  rendered  very  evident ; 

B  b  3  as 
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d$  was  the  Danger  of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica ,  and  the 
betraying  our  Naval  Councils  to  the  French.  Thefe 
were  all  digefted  into  an  Addrefs,  which  was  prefented 

V- 

by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the  Queen  ;  to  which  her 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  that  the  Addrefs  con- 
fifted  of  fo  many  Parts,  that  fhe  could  not  then  take  No¬ 
tice  of  them.  In  the  general,  however,  fhe  promifed 
fhe  would  conlider  of  them,  and  give  fuch  Directions  as 
fhould  be  proper  for  the  Safety  and  Welfare  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.  I  think  it  neceflary  to  obferve  here,  that  at  this 
Time  there  were  very  warm  Difputes  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  as  to  the  Conduft  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  late 

f-,.  ,  *  T 

Reign,  which  had  been  cenfured  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  in  a  great  Meafure  juftified  here  ;  fo  that  at 
this  Seafon  all  the  Strength  of  Party  was  exerted  on  both 
Sides,  and  the  Merit  of  a  Man  was  lefs  confidered,  than 
the  FaCtion  to  which  he  attached  himfelf w.  But  it  is 
Time  to  leave  fo  troublefome  and  unentertaining  a  Sub¬ 
ject,  in  order  to  return  to  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
and  the  great  Things  performed  in  the  Year  1704,  for 
the  Service  of  which  the  Commons  granted  upwards 
of  4,000,000  ;  and  of  this,  the  Sum  of  was 

for  the  Service  of  the  Navy  :  which  fhews,  how  de- 
firous  the  Nation  was  of  fupporting  the  War  to  the  ut- 
moft,  and  of  giving  whatever  was  neceflary  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice 


w  The  Queen,  by  foft  Anfwers,  endeavoured  to  pacify  both 
Houfes,  which  indeed  was  the  only  Meafure  left  for  her 
to  purfue  ;  fince,  if  fhe  had  complied  with  either  of  their 
Demands,  it  muft  have  inflamed  both.  Her  Prudence,  there¬ 
fore,  in  this  Refpeft,  was  very  confpicuous ;  though  perhaps 
the  rightefl:  Step  fhe  could  have  taken,  would  have  been  to 
have  difmifled  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Council  as  Lord  High 
Admiral. 
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vice  of  the  common  Caufe,  in  hopes  that  it  would  be 
honeftly  and  effectually  laid  out,  for  thofe  great  and 
falutary  Purpofes  for  which  it  was  fo  chearfully  gi* 

yen x.  ' 

The  King  of  Spain  was  very  defirous  of  profecuting 

his  Voyage  to  Lijbon,  and  therefore  came  to  P ortfmouth , 
and  would  have  embarked  on  the  firft  of  February ,  if 
the  Wind  had  been  at  all  favourable.  Sir  George  Rooke, 
who  was  to  command  the  Fleet  that  efcorted  him,  and 
the  Land-Forces  intended  for  his  Service,  did  every 
Thing  that  could  be  expected  to  facilitate  the  Expedi¬ 
tion  :  For  when  he  found  the  Tranfports  were  ready, 
2nd  that  it  was  impollible  to  have  the  intended  Num¬ 
ber  of  great  Ships  fo  early  at  Sea,  he  propofed  failing 
with  a  fmall  Force  to  Li/bon,  and  waiting  there  for  a 
Reinforcement.  This  was  a  very  wife,  as  well  as  vi¬ 
gorous  Step ;  for,  according  to  the  Informations  our 
Court  had  received  of  the  Defigns  of  France ,  they  in- 
tended  to  have  a  great  Naval  Strength  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  which,  if  it  came  there  earlier  than  our  Rein¬ 
forcement,  would  have  been  able  to  have  fhut  up  our 
fmall  Fleet  in  the  River  of  Lijbon ,  and  have  intercepted 
all  our  Trade  homeward-bound  j  whereas,  if,  accord- 

B  b  4  ing 


x  The  Reader  will  probably  be  furprized  to  find  a  Blank  in  the 
Text  :  but  the  Reafon  is,  that  after  ufing  the  utmoil  Induftry, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  what  the  Sum  was  ;  which  I 
find  has  been  the  Cafe  of  other  afiiduous  Enquirers,  as  well 
as  myfelf.  I  cannot,  however,  fall  into  their  Opinion,  that 
there  was  no  Provifion  made  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy 
this  Year  ;  but  rather  imagine  that,  by  fome  Mifiake,  the 
Sum  appropriated  for  that  Service,  was  omitted  in  the  Votes  ; 
and  therefore  I  leave  this  Blank,  in  hopes  that  fome  more  in¬ 
telligent  Reader  may  be  able  to  fill  it  up. 
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ing  to  Sir  George's  Scheme,  the  Supply  arrived  early  e- 
nough  at  Li/bon,  our  Fleet  would  be  itrong  enough  to 
prevent  the  Junftion  of  the  Brejl  with  the  Toulon 
Squadron,  and  to  perform  other  requifite  Services  on  the 
Coaft  of  Spain  ?. 

% 

In  the  firft  Part  of  his  Defig n,  Sir  George  was  as 
fortunate  as  he  could  wifli  j  for  failing  on  the  12th  of 
February,  he,'  after  a  fine  Paffage,  arrived  with  the 
Squadron,  and  all  the  Tranfports,  in  the  River  oi  Lis¬ 
bon,  on  the  25th ;  and  after  two  Days  had  been  fpent 
in  adjufting  the  Ceremonial,  his  Catholick  Majefty  was 
conduced  to  Shore  by  the  King  of  Portugal ,  and  moil 
of  the  Royal  Family.  Among  other  Debates  in  Rela¬ 
tion  to  this  Ceremony,  there  was  one  which  deferves  par¬ 
ticular  Notice  ;  and  that  was  in  Relation  to  our  Flag. 
The  King  of  Portugal  defired  that,  upon  his  coming  on 
Board  in  his  Veil'd  of  State,  and  ftriking  his  Standard, 
the  Englijh  Flag  might  be  ftruck  at  the  fame  Time ; 
and  that  when  his  Catholick  Majefty,  with  himfelf, 
fcould  go  off  from  the  Ship,  his  Standard  might  be 

hoifted 


y  Th]’s  was  certainly  a  very  wife  and  well-judged  Scheme, 
and  is  a  clear  and  diredt  Proof  that  Sir  George  Rooke  was  very 
defirous  of  doing  as  much  Service  as  poffible,  and  to  lofe  no 
Opportunity  of  being  early  in  the  Adlion.  His  going  on  this  Expe¬ 
dition,  with  thefmall  Squadron  under  his  Command,  was  liable 
to  many  Exceptions,  if confidered  in  a  prudential  Light,  and  with 
a  View  to  the  Credit  of  the  Admiral  ;  but  Sir  George 
difregarded  thefe,  when  they  came  in  competition  with  the 
Public  Service,  and  chofe  rather  to  risk  his  own  Charadler, 
than  the  Nation’s  Honour,  and  the  Profpedl  the  King  of  Spain 
then  had  of  Succeis,  of  which  his  Catholic  Majefty  was  ex- 
treamly  fenfible,  and  gave  upon  all  Occafions,  the  molt  ample 
Tefti monies  of  his  particular  Refpedt  for  Sir  George  Rooke, 
and  juft  Acknowledgment  of  his  Services. 
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lioifted,  and  the  Admiral’s  Flag  continue  (truck  until 
they  were  on  Shore.  This  Propofition  was  made  from 
the  King  of  Portugal  by  the  King  of  Spain  ;  to  which 
the  Admiral  replied,  that  his  Majefty,  fo  long  as  he 
jfhould  be  on  Board,  might  command  the  Flag  to  be 
(truck  when  he  pleafed  ;  but  that,  whenever  he  left  the 
Ship,  he  was  himfelf  Admiral,  and  obliged  to  execute 
his  Commiffion  by  hoifting  his  Flag,  This,  and  fome 
other  Reafons,  fatisfied  the  King  of  Spain ,  as  well  as 
his  Portugueze  Majefty ;  fo  that  the  Flag  of  England 
was  no  longer  (truck,  than  the  Standard  of  Por¬ 
tugal  z. 

T  wo 


z  We  take  this  Paffage  from  the  Account  publifhed  by  Au¬ 
thority  ;  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  affert,  that  Sir  George 
Rooke’s  Concern  for  the  Honour  of  the  Flag,  became  him 
very  well,  as  an  Englifh  Admiral,  whatever  might  be  thought 
of  it  at  Home  by  fome  Englifh  Statefmen.  Bilhop  Burnet, 
fpeaking  of  our  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Portugal,  mentions 
a  very  extraordinary  Incident  relating  to  th  is  Affair,  which  I 
find  it  neceffary  to  tranfcribe.  “  In  this  Treaty,  an  Accident 
happened,  that  had  almoft  fpoiled  all :  The  King  of  Portu¬ 
gal  infilled  on  demanding  the  Flag,  and  other  Refpe&s  to 
be  paid  by  our  Admiral,  when  he  was  in  his  Ports.  The 
Earl  of  Nottingham  infilled  it  was  a  Dilhonour  to  England 
to  flrike,  even  in  another  King’s  Ports.  This  was  not  de¬ 
manded  of  the  Fleet,  that  was  font  to  bring  over  Queen  Kathe¬ 
rine;  fo,  though  Methuen,  our  Am ballador,  had  agreed  to  this 

Article,  he  preffed  the  Queen  not  to  ratify  it”. - “  The 

Lord  Godolphin  looked  on  this,  as  too  inconliderable  to  be 
infilled  on;  the  whole  Affairs  of  Europe  feemed  to  turn  upon 
this  Treaty,  and  fo  important  a  Matter  ought  not  to  be  re¬ 
tarded  a  Day,  for  fuch  Pun&il  io’s  as  a  Salute,  or  ilriking 
the  Flag  ;  and  it  feemed  reasonable,  that  every  Sovereign 
Prince  fhould  claim  thefe  Acknowlegements,  unlefs  where 
it  was  otherwife  ftipulated  by  exprefs  Treaties.  The  laying 
fo  much  Weight  on  fuch  Matters,  very  much  heightened 
Jealoufies ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  the  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
“  the  Tories  feemed  to  lay  hold  of  every  Thing  thatamld’ 

**  obltrudl 
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Two  Days  after  this,  the  Admiral,  In  Compliance 
with  a  Refolution  of  a  Council  of  War,  fent  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  feventeen  Sail  to  cruize  off  Cape  Spartell ;  which 
Squadron  was  afterwards  increafed  to  twenty-two  Sail. 
On  the  9th  of  March  the  Admiral  himfelf  put  to  Sea, 
and  continued  cruizing  for  a  Month.  Rear-Admiral 
Dilies ,  who  commanded  the  Squadron  beforementioned, 
on  the  1 2th  of  March  in  the  Morning,  difcovered  four 
Sail  of  Ships  (landing  to  the  N.  E.  He  had  with  him 
three  third  Rates,  and  two  fourth,  viz .  "The  Kent ,  Bed - 
ford ,  Suffolk,  Antelope ,  and  Panther.  By  eleven  he 
came  up  with  them,  and  The  Panther ,  which  was  the 
headmoft  of  ours,  engaged  them  ;  The  Suffolk  getting 
the  Wind  of  them,  did  the  fame,  as  alfo  The  Antelope , 
and  the  Dutch  Privateer  ;  infomuch,  that  (lie  of  fixty 
Guns  (truck,  after  exchanging  feveral  Broadfides.  The 
Rear-Admiral  could  not  get  his  own  Ship  in  reach  of 
them  until  Noon,  and  then  engaging  the  Commodore, 
which  was  a  Ship  of  fixty  Guns,  (he  (truck  to  him  in 
a  little  Time,  having  loft  half  her  Complement  of  Men, 
as  the  third  did  foon  after,  which  was  a  Ship  of  24 
Guns;  and  in  this  A&ion  The  Panther  had  her  Fore- 
top-maft  fhot  by  the  Board,  The  Suffolk  her  Main  Maft, 
and  The  Antelope's  Mafts  and  Yards  were  wounded. 
The  two  Ships  beforementioned  of  fixty  Guns,  were 

Galleon  Men  of  War,  one  called  The  Porta  Cash ,  and 

the 


obftrudt  the  Progrefs  of  the  War  5  while  the  round  Pro- 
“  ceeding  of  the  Lord  Godolphin  reconciled  many  to  him.” 

The  Friends  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin .  need  be  under  no 
Concern  about  this  Story,  lince  it  is  moft  evident  from  the  fore- 
going  Account  of  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Conduct,  that  the 
Fadt  is  falfe,  and  that  the  Honour  of  the  Englilh  Flag  was 
never  given  up. 
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the  other  The  St,  Therefa ,  and  came  from  St.  Sebajlians , 
with  Bombs,  Guns,  Iron  Bars,  &c.  being  bound  for 
Cadiz ,  where  (as  it  was  reported)  they  were  to  be  fitted 
out  for  the  Wef -Indies,  the  Commodore  Don  Diego 
Bicuna ,  having  a  CommilTion  to  command  all  the  Fleet 

defigned  thither  3  and  in  thefe  Ships  were  taken  near  700 

* 

Prifoners a. 

The  Rear-Admiral,  by  reafon  of  bad  Weather,  did 

.  /  % 

not  arrive  at  Lisbon  till  the  25  th  of  March ,  and  then 
in  going  in  he  loft  Ihe  St,  Therefa ,  but  moft  of  the  Men 
were  faved.  Sir  George  Rooke  being  alfo  returned,  and 
meeting  with  Orders  to  fail  up  the  Str eights,  prepared  to 
execute  them,  though  at  the  fame  Time  the  Admiral  was 
extreamly  prefled  by  his  Catholick  Majefty  to  undertake 
fomewhat  in  his  Favour.  The  Difficulties  with  which  Sir 

f  i  ,  v 

George  was  prefled,  were  many  and  great.  In  the  firft 
Place,  the  Reinforcement  he  depended  on,  was  not  arriv¬ 
ed  3  in  the  next,  the  Queen’s  Orders  were  pofitive  for  the 
Relief  of  Nice  and  Villa  Franca ,  and  he  knew  how  great 
a  Rifque  he  ran,  in  cafe  any  of  thofe  Places  were  tak¬ 
en  for  want  of  timely  Succour.  The  Defign  formed 
in  Favour  of  King  Charles  III.  to  invade  Catalonia , 
and  make  an  Attempt  on  Barcelona ,  was  almoft  ripe 
for  Execution,  and  that  Monarch  infifted  very  ftrenu- 
oufly  that  the  Fleet  fliould  efcort  this  Embarkation.  In 
this  thorny  Conjundfture  the  Admiral  refolved  to  do  as 
much  as  in  him  lay  to  fatisfy  all  Parties  3  and  we  (hall  here¬ 
after  fee  with  how  great  Judgment  he  executed  this  Re- 
folution :  In  the  mean  Time  it  is  necefiary  that  we  fliould 

explain 


a  See  the  London  Gazette,  4008, 
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explain  the  Conduct  of  the  Adminiftration  in  regard  to 
the  Expedition  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  b. 

After  Sir  George  Rooke  was  failed,  the  Court  re¬ 
ceived  Intelligence,  that  the  French  were  very  bufy  in 
fitting  out  a  great  Squadron  at  Brejl.  This  alarmed  us 
very  much,  becaufe  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  how 
this  Force  would  be  employed.  At  all  Events  it  was 
thought  proper  to  equip,  with  the  utmoft  Expedition,  a 
good  Fleet,  which  was  put  under  the  Command  of  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel ,  Admiral  of  the  White,  who  had  under 
him  Sir  Stafford  Fair  borne,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red, 
and  George  Byng,  Efq;  then  Rear-Admiral  of  the  fame 
Squadron.  The  Admiral  was  inftrudted,  if  he  found 
the  Brejl  Squadron  Hill  in  Port,  to  fend  away  the  Trade 
Store- fhips  and  Victuallers,  under  a  proper  Convoy,  to 
Lisbon ,  and  to  remain  before  that  Port  himfelf  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  keep  in  the  Enemy  ;  or,  if  that  was  found 
impracticable,  to  burn  and  deftroy  them  if  they  came 
out.  But  in  cafe  he  found  the  Brejl  Squadron  failed, 
then  he  was  to  call  a  Council  of  War,  in  order  to  judge 
what  Strength  might  be  neceffary  to  be  fent  to  Sir 
George  Rooke ;  and  if  it  amounted  to  22  Ships,  then  he 
was  to  fail  with  them  himfelf,  that  our  Fleet  might,  at 
all  Events,  be  ltronger  than  that  of  the  Enemy.  Sir 
Cloudefley  executed  his  Inftructions  punctually,  and  find¬ 
ing  that  a  great  Strength  was  neceffary  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  to  oppofe  the  French ,  he  failed  thither  about  the 
latter  End  of  the  Month  of  May  c. 

We 


f  See  Burchet,  The  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  for  1704. 
Oldmixon,  &c.  cIt  was  certainly  well  judged  in  Sir 

Cloudefley 
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W e  have  now  feen  how  and  why  the  Succours  in- 
tended  for  Sir  Georg*  Rooke’s  Fleet,  were  To  long  de¬ 
layed,  and  what  Care  was  taken  for  their  coming  after 
all  in  good  Time  ;  we  will  next  therefore  return  to 
that  Admiral,  and  give  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Manner 
in  which  he  extricated  himfelf  out  of  the  Difficulties  in 
which  we  left  him.  In  the  firft  Place  he  fignified  to 
the  Prince  of  Hejje^  who  had  the  chief  Direction  of 
his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Affairs,  that  if  the  Troops 
which  were  to  make  the  Attempt  on  Barcelona ,  could 
be  fpeedily  embarked,  he  was  content  to  efcort  them, 
and  to  give  all  imaginable  Countenance  to  his  Majefty’s 
Affairs  in  Catalonia .  In  Compliance  with  this  Offer  he 
foiled  accordingly  with  the  Tranfports  under  his  Con¬ 
voy,  and  on  the  18th  of  May  he  arrived  before  the  City 
of  Barcelona .  A  Prieft  and  fome  others  furrendered 
themfelves,  and  informed  the  Prince  of  Hejfe ,  that  if 
fome  few  Forces  were  landed,  and  a  Shew  made  of  a 
Bombardment,  they  would  declare  for  King  Charles  IIL 
and  receive  him  into  the  Town.  Upon  this  there  land¬ 
ed,  on  the  19th  of  May ,  about  1200  Marines,  400 
Dutch  Foot,  a  Company  of  Catalans ,  and  as  many 
Volunteers  as  made  up  2000  Men.  They  remained  a- 
fliore  all  Night  s  and  the  Prince  finding  nothing  done, 

notwithftanding 


Cloudefley  Shovel,  to  fail  as  he  did  with  his  Fleet  into  the 
Mediteranean  ;  for  the  French,  perceiving  how  much  their  Re¬ 
putation  buffered  by  the  Declenfion  of  their  Power  at  Sea,  re- 
iolved  this  Year  to  make  the  utmoft  Effort  poffible  to  recover 
it,  grounding  their  Hopes  chiefly  on  our  Fleets  being  divided 
and  the  Poffibility  there  was  of  attacking  Sir  George  Rooke 
before  any  Reinforcement  could  join  him  ;  which,  but  for  thU 

PLu^enft  Method  0f  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel,  might  have  been 
effected. 
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notwithflanding  the  Dutch  had  bombarded  the  Place 
with  fome  Effedt,  his  Highnefs  himfelf  propofed  the  re¬ 
embarking  the  Men,  from  an  Apprehenfion  of  their 
being  attacked  by  a  fuperior  Force.  The  Truth  is, 
that  he  had  great  Reafon  to  abandon  this  Defign  as  he 
did,  fince,  in  the  firft  Place,  the  Governor  had  difcovered 
it,  and  had  fecured  the  Chiefs  of  the  Auflrian  Party ; 
and  in  the  next,  the  Force  he  had  with  him  was  not  at 
all  proportioned  to  the  Defign  d. 

In  all  this  one  would  imagine  the  Admiral  muft 
have  been  blamelefs,  fince  he  had  done  all  that  could  be 
expected  from  him,  and  did  not  retire  till  his  Highnefs 
himfelf  thought  it  requifite.  Yet  Bifliop  Burnet  has 
given  fuch  an  Account  of  it,  as  I  muft  take  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  tranfcribing,  that  the  Public  may  fee  how  ne- 
ceflary  it  is  for  an  Hiftorian  to  be  free  from  Party.  “  Sfi 
4C  George  Rooke  came  before  Barcelona ,  where  the 
<c  Prince  of  HeJJe  Darmjladt  allured  him,  there  were  a 
<c  ftrong  Party  ready  to  declare  for  King  Charles ,  as  it 
<c  was  certain  there  was  a  great  Difpofition  in  many  to 
<c  it.  But  Rooke  would  not  ftay  above  three  Days  be- 
“  fore  it;  fo  that  the  Motions  within  the  Town,  and 
<c  the  Difcoveries  that  many  made  of  their  Inclinations* 
had  almoft  proved  fatal  to  them.  He  anfwered,  hip 
46  Orders  were  pofitive ;  he  muft  make  towards  Nicey 

<c  which 


d  There  was  certainly  a  very  ftrong  Party  in  Barcelona  for 
King  Charles,  and  if  they  had  had  Courage  enough  to  have 
declared  on  the  firft  Arrival  of  the  fleet,  and  had  marched 
out,  and  joined  the  Land  Forces  as  foon  as  they  had  debarked, 
fomething  might  have  been  done  ;  but  they  continued  con- 
fulting  and  intriguing,  till  the  Governour  feized  their  Chiefs, 
and  then  they  themfelves  advifed  the  Prince  of  HeiTe  net  to 
remain  any  longer  before  the  Place,  on  account  of  its  being 
equally  inconvenient  for  him  and  them. 
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which  it  was  believed  the  French  intended  to  befiege5\ 
At  this  rate  of  writing,  no  Man’s  Fame  or  Memory 
can  be  fafe.  Yet,  to  heighten  the  Malice  of  this  Re¬ 
flexion,  and  to  miflead  the  Reader,  if  poffible,  Bill  more 
egregioufly,  the  Riftiop  tells  us  a  long  Story,  previous 
to  this  Account  of  the  Admiral’s  avoiding  the  French 
Fleet  and  joining  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  which  is  a  no¬ 
torious  Fallhood.  The  Admiral  landed  his  Troops  be¬ 
fore  Barcelona  on  the  19th  of  May  ;  it  was  the  27  th 
before  they  had  any  Intelligence  of  the  Breft  Squadron  ; 
and  then,  inltead  of  fhunning,  they  chafed  them  ;  and 
on  the  1 6th  of  June  the  Fleet  was  joined  by  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel^  with  the  Ships  under  his  Command  ; 
upon  which  it  was  immediately  refolved,  to  proceed  up 
the  Mediterranean ,  in  fearch  of  the  French  Fleet.  The 
whole  of  this  Affair  was  fo  perfeXly  well  conduXed, 
that  bur  Allies  and  our  Enemies  join  in  commending 
Sir  George  Rooks  ;  and  yet  his  Memory  is  in  Danger  of 
fuffering  with  Pofterity,  merely  becaufe  he  was  com¬ 
monly  elteemed  a  Tory.  This  it  was  that  drew  up¬ 
on  him  fo  many  and  fo  fevere  RefleXions,  obfcured  all 
the  great  AXions  he  did,  and  forced  Men,  who  valued 
themfelves  on  their  Skill  in  writing,  not  only  to  mifre- 
prefent,  but  to  falfify  FaXs,  that  they  might  be  able  to 
call  fuch  Imputations  upon  him,  as  he  never  de¬ 
fended  e. 

On 


e  See  Burchet,  The  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  1704, 
and  all  the  Foreign  Journals  of  that  Year.  In  the  Dutch 
Edition  of  Bifhop  Burnet’s  Hiflory,  there  is  a  large  Note  to 
fet  right  what  the  Editor  takes  to  be  the  effeds  of  Hafte  or 
Confufion  ;  and  in  that  Note,  he  hates  the  Fads  and  Dates 
fairly  from  our  Gazettes,  and  other  public  Authorities,  as  I 
do  Burnet’s  Hiftory.  Vol.  v.  p,  770, 
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On  the  2 1 It  of  May  the  Admiral  fleered  for  the 
Ifles  of  Hieres ,  but  in  their  Pafiage  met  with  a  Storm, 
which  feparated  his  Fleet.  On  the  27  th  they  joined  a- 
gain,  and  had  fight  of  a  large  French  Squadron,  which 
they  rightly  judged  to  be  failing  for  Toulon  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  refolved,  in  a  Council  of  War,  to  chafe 
them  thither,  and  if  it  was  not  pofljble  to  prevent  their 
getting  into  that  Port,  then  to  fail  for  Lisbon ,  in  order 
to  wait  for  a  Reinforcement ;  which  was  accordingly 
done  f.  On  the  14th  of  June  our  Fleet  palfed  through 
the  Str eight s-Wloulh)  and  were  joined  two  Days  after 
by  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel ,  with  his  Squadron  off  Lagos  : 
A  Council  of  War  was  then  called,  in  order  to  confider 
what  Service  fhould  be  proceeded  on.  Several  Schemes 
were  propofed,  particularly  a  fecond  Attack  on  Cadiz , 
W'hich  was  foon  found  to  be  impracticable,  for  want 
of  a  fufficient  Number  of  Land-Forces.  At  this  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War  the  Admiral  alfo  was  pleafed  to  declare, 

that 


f  Th  is  is  a  Fa£t,  in  which  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  The  Compleat 
Hiftory  of  Europe,  and  all  our  Writers  agree,  as  taking  it 
from  the  Journals  depofited  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  and  therelore  we  may  eafily  know  what  to 
think  of  the  following  Pafiage  of  Burnet’s  Hiftory,  which 
follows  immediately  the  Account  he  had  given  of  the  Admiral’s 
leaving  Barcelona,  to  fail  for  the  Coaft  of  Italy,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Siege  of  Nice,  or  to  relieve  it  if  it  was  befieged. 
“  Having  Advice,  fays  the  Biihop,  that  the  French  made  no 
4*  Advances  in  that  Defign,  he  turned  his  Courfe  Weftward, 
**  and  came  in  Sight  of  the  French  Fleet,  failing  from  Brefl 
iC  to  Toulon,  the  Advantage  he  had  was  fo  vifible,  that  it 
**  was  expected  he  would  have  made  towards  them ;  he  did 
“  it  not :  What  Orders  he  had  was  not  known,  for  the  Matter 
never  came  under  Examination  ;  they  got  to  Toulon,  and 
u  he  lteered  another  Way.  The  whole  French  Fleet  was  then 
together  in  that  Harbour;  for  though  the  Toulon  Squadron 
had  been  out  before,  it  was  then  in  Port”. 
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that  he  was  limited  by  his  Inftru&ions  from  attempt¬ 
ing  any  thing  without  the  Confenfs  of  the  Kings  of 
Spain  and  Portugal ;  which  was  another  Difcourage- 
ment  to  the  Service,  becaufe  thofe  Princes  could  very 
feldom  agree  on  any  thing  ;  fo  that,  except  fending  feme 
Ships  to  the  Terceras ,  in  order  to  protedl  the  home- 
Ward-bound  Brazil  Fleet,  there  was  nothing  done,  that 
I  can  find,  in  Confequence  of  this  Order.  Sir  George 
Rooke  being  very  fenfible  of  the  Reflections  that  would 
fall  upon  him,  if,  having  fo  cotifiderahle  a  Fleet  under 
his  Command,  he  fpent  the  Summer  in  doing  nothing 
of  Importance,  called  a  Council  of  War  on  the  17th 
of  July ,  in  the  Road  of  Tetuan ,  where  having  declared 
he  thought  it  requiiite  they  (hould  relolve  upon  fome- 
thing,  after  a  long  Debate  it  was  carried  io  make 
a  fudden  and  vigorous  Attempt  upon  Gibraltar ,  for 
three  Reafons :  Firft,  becaufe  in  the  Condition  the  Place 
then  Was,  there  was  fome  Probability  of  taking  it  3  which, 
in  cafe  it  had  been  properly  provided,  and  there  had 
been  in  it  a  numerous  Garrifon,  would  have  been  im* 
poffible.  Secondly,  becaufe  the  Pofleflion  of  that  Place 
was  of  infinite  Importance  during  the  prefent  War. 
Thirdly,  becaufe  the  taking  of  this  Place  would  give  a 
Luftre  to  the  Queen’s  Arms,  and  poflibly  difpofe  the 
Spaniards  to  favour  the  Caufe  of  King  Charles. 

The  Fleet  got  into  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  on  the  21ft 
of  July ,  and  the  Marines,  Englijh  and  Dutch,  to  the 
Number  of  1800,  were  landed  under  the  Command 
of  the  Prince  of  Hejfe  on  the  Ijlhmus,  to  cut  off  all 
Communication  between  the  Town  and  the  Continent. 


His  Highnefs  having  taken  Poft  there,  fummoned  the 
Governor ;  who  anfwered,  that  he  would  defend  the 
Vol.  Ill  -  C  c  Place 
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Place  to  the  laft.  On  the  22d  the  Admiral  at  Break 
of  Day,  gave  the  Signal  for  cannonading  the  Town  ; 
which  was  performed  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  15,000 
Shot  was  fpent  in  five  Hours ;  when  the  Admiral  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  Enemy  were  driven  from  their  For¬ 
tifications  at  the  South  Mole-head,  and  that  if  we 
were  once  poflefled  of  thefe,  the  Town  mull  be  taken 
of  courfe,  he  ordered  Captain  Whitaker  to  arm  all  the 
Boats,  and  to  attempt  to  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  them. 
This  Order  was  no  fooner  iffued,  than  Captain  Hicks 
and  Captain  Jumper ,  who  were  neareft  the  Mole, 
pufhed  on  Shore  with  their  Finances,  and  actually  feized 
the  Fortifications  before  the  reft  could  come  up.  The 
Spaniards  feeing  this  fprung  a  Mine,  by  which  two 
Lieutenants  and  forty  Men  were  killed,  and  about  fixty 
more  wounded :  However  they  kept  Pofieffion  of  the 
great  Platform,  till  they  were  fuftained  by  Captain  Whp~ 
taker ,  and  the  Seamen  under  his  Command,  who  very 
foon  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  a  Redoubt,  between  the 
Mole  and  the  Town  ;  on  which  the  Admiral  fent  in  a 
Letter  to  the  Governor,  who  on  the  24th  capitulated, 
and  the  Prince  of  HeJJe  took  Pofleflion  of  the  Place.  I 
muft,  upon  this  Occafion,  obferve,  that  as  this  Defign 
was  contrived  by  the  Admirals,  fo  it  was  executed  en¬ 
tirely  by  the  Seamen,  and  therefore  the  whole  Honour 
of  it  is  due  to  them.  I  muft  likewife  put  the  Reader 
in  Mind,  that  nothing  could  have  enabled  the  Seamen 
to  take  the  Place,  but  the  cannonading  of  it  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  quit  their  Polls  ; 
for  the  General  Officers,  who  viewed  the  Fortificati¬ 
ons  after  the  Place  was  in  our  Hands,  declared,  that 
they  might  have  been  defended  by  fifty  Men  againft  as 

many 
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many  thoufands.  The  French  indeed  fay,  in  order  to 
diminifii,  as  much  aspoffible,  the  Glory  of  thisAdlion, 
that  the  Spaniards  had  neither  Garrifon  nor  Guns  there; 
but  this  is  far  from  being  true,  iince  there  were  above 

one  hundred  Brafs  Pieces  mounted.  After  putting  as 

1  * 

many  Men,  as  could  be  fpared,  into  the  Place,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Prince  of  Hejje ,  the  Fleet  failed 
to  Tetuan ,  in  order  to  take  in  Wood  and  Water 

While  they  lay  here,  the  Dutch  Admiral  fent  a 
Flag-Officer  and  fix  Ships  to  Lisbon ,  with  Orders  to 

—  .  -v  A  ».  *  V  *  >  '  .  \  '  '  '  ’  .  *•  •  '  K 

return  home,  and  a  Promife  that  he  would  quickly  fol¬ 
low  them.  On  the  9th  of  Auguft  the  Fleet  failed  a- 
gain  for  Gibraltar ,  and  had  fight  of  the  French  Fleet, 
which  they  refolved  to  engage.  The  latter  declined 
this,  and  endeavoured  to  get  away ;  but  Sir  George  pur- 
fued  them  with  all  the  Sail  he  could  make  h.  On  the 

C  c  2  13th 

- — - ; — ■ — - - - - - — 

g  The  Marquis  de  Quincy  tells  us,  that  the  Court  of 
London  being  informed  of  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Garrifon  of 
Gibraltar,  gave  Sir  George  Rooke  Orders  to  attack  it  ;  which 
he  did,  and  was  fo  lucky  as  to  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  it, 
through  the  Negligence  of  the  Spaniards.  Though  this  is  the 
molt  accurate  Book  published  in  relation  to  the  lalt  War,  yet, 
in  this  Point,  the  Author  is  certainly  millaken.  We  have 
Sir  George  Rooke’s  Inllru&ions  in  Burchet ;  his  Journals  and 
Orders  are  yet  in  being,  and  have  been  confulted  in  this 
Work  ;  but  nothing  of  this  Sort  has  been  difcovered  :  and  in¬ 
deed,  if  any  Minifter  had  been  wile  enough  to  contrive  this 
Scheme,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  done  himfelf  Juhice,  by 
claiming  the  Merit  of  it.  The  French  Hiflorian  proceeds  to 
fay,  that  though  Gibraltar  was  taken  for  King  Charles  III, 
yet  it  was  never  put  into  his  PofFffion,  but  has  been  ever  fmce 
kept  by  the  EngHih,  who,  to  fay  the  Truth,  fays  he,  have 
dearly  purchafed  it,  fmce  it  has  caufed  them  more  founds  Ster¬ 
ling,  than  there  are  Stones  in  the  Fortifications.  Hiftoire  Mili- 
taire,  1  om.  iv.  p.  421.  h  This  plainly  proves,  that  no 

Man  was  more  inclined  to  fghc,  than  Sir  George  Rooke, 

when 
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13th  of  the  fame  Month,  which  was  Sunday ,  he  came 
within  three  Leagues  of  them,  when  they  brought  to 
with  their  Heads  to  the  Southward,  the  Wind  being 
Eafterly,  and,  forming  a  Line,  lay  in  a  Pofture  to  re¬ 
ceive  him.  They  were  fifty-two  Ships  and  twenty- 
four  Galleys,  very  ftrong  in  the  Centre,  but  weaker  in 
the  Van  and  Rear ;  to  fupply  which,  moft  of  their 
Galleys  were  placed  in  thofe  Squadrons.  In  the  Centre 
was  the  Count  of  Touloufe ,  High  Admiral  of  France , 
with  the  White  Squadron ;  in  the  Van  the  White  and 
Blue  Flag,  and  in  the  Rear  the  Bluey  each  Admiral 
having  his  Vice  and  Rear-Admiral.  Our  Fleet  confut¬ 
ed  of  fifty-three  Ships  5  but  the  Admiral  ordered  The 
Swallow  and  Panthery  two  fourth  Rates,  with  a  fifth 
and  a  fixth,  and  two  Fire-fhips,  to  lie  to  Windward  of 
him,  that  if  the  Enemy’s  Van  fhould  pufh  through  our 
Line  with  their  Gallies  and  Firefhips,  they  might  give 
them  fome  Diverfion  *. 

A  little  after  ten  in  the  Morning,  our  Fleet  bore  down 
in  order  of  Battel,  and  when  they  came  within  half 
Gun-fhot  of  the  Enemy,  the  French  fet  all  their  Sails 
at  once,  as  if  they  intended  to  ftretch  a-head  and  wea¬ 
ther  us ;  fo  that  our  Admiral,  after  firing  a  Chafe-Gun 
at  the  French  Admiral  to  Hay  for  him,  of  which  he 

took 


when  fighting  was  a  prudent  Meafure,  and  in  the  Night  of 
the  Eleventh,  he  had  the  good  Luck  to  force  one  of  the 
Enemy’s  Ships  afhore,  to  which  they  were  forced  to  fet  Fire, 
in  Order  to  prevent  its  falling  into  our  Hands. 

1  See  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Account  of  this  Battel,  publifhed 
by  Authority.  This  Difpofition  plainly  proved  the  Admiral’s 
great  Capacity,  and  how  dextroufly  he  could  fupply,  by 
good  Management,  any  accidental  Deficiences  he  might  labour 
binder. 
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took  no  Notice,  put  the  Signal  out,  and  began  the  Bat¬ 
tel,  which  fell  very  heavy  on  The  Royal  Katherine ,  7 he 
St.  George ,  and  The  Shrewsbury.  About  two  in  the 
Afternoon  the  Enemy’s  Van  gave  way  to  ours,  and  the 
Battel  ended  with  the  Day,  when  the  Enemy  went  a- 
way,  by  the  Help  of  their  Gallies,  to  the  Leeward. 
In  the  Night  the  Wind  (hifted  to  the  Northward,  and 
in  the  Morning  to  the  Weft ward >  which  gave  the  E- 
nemy  the  Wind  of  us.  We  lay  by  all  Day  within 
three  Leagues  of  each  other,  repairing  our  Defedfo, 
and  at  Night  they  filed  and  flood  to  the  Northward. 
Our  Fleet  endeavoured  the  two  next  Days  to  renew 
the  Fight,  but  the  French  avoided  it,  and  at  lad  bore 
away.  This  plainly  difcovers  that  we  had  the  VTi£tory, 
notwithflanding  the  great  Advantages  of  the  French  > 
which  I  think  thofe  who  underftand  Maritime  Affairs, 
will  allow  to  be  as  great  as  ever  any  Fleet  had.  For 
firft,  their  Ships  were  bigger  ;  they  had  feventeen  three- 
deck  Ships,  and  we  had  but  feven.  Secondly,  they 
had  a  great  Advantage  in  their  Weight  of  Mettal ;  for 
they  had  600  Guns  more  than  we.  Thirdly,  they 
were  clean  Ships,  juft  come  out  of  Port ;  whereas  ours 
had  been  long  at  Sea,  and  had  done  hard  Service.  Fourth¬ 
ly,  they  had  the  Afliftance  of  their  Gallies ;  and  how 
great  an  Advantage  this  was,  will  appear  from  hence, 
that  about  the  Middle  of  the  Fight,  the  French  Ad¬ 
miral  ordered  a  feventy-Gun  Ship  to  Board  The  Monk , 
a  fixty-Gun  Ship  of  ours,  commanded  by  Captain 
Mighells  \  which  he  did,  and  was  beat  off  three  Times, 
and  after  every  Repulfe  had  her  wounded  Men  taken 
off,  and  her  Complement  reftored  by  the  Gallies.  Fifth- 
Jy,  the  French  Fleet  was  throughly  provided  with 

C  c  3  Ammu. 
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Ammunition ;  which  was  fo  much  wanted  in  ours,  that 
feveral  Ships  were  towed  out  of  the  Line,  becaufe  they 

i  ^  or  Ball  fufficient  for  a  Angle 
Broadfide,  But  the  SkiII  of  the  Admiral,  and  the  Bra~ 

very  of  the  Officers  and  Seamen  under  his  Command, 
fupplied  all  Defends,  and  enabled  them  to  give  the 
Fttnch  fo  clear  a  Proof  of  their  Superiority  over  them  in 
all  Refpefts  at  Sea,  that  they  not  only  declined  renew¬ 
ing  the  Fight  at  prefent,  but  avoided  us  ever  after,  and 
durft  not  venture  a  Battel  on  that  Element  during  the 
War.  It  may  be  therefore  juftly  faid,  that  the  Battel 
of  Malaga  decided  the  Empire  of  the  Sea,  and  left  to 
us  and  the  Dutch  an  indifputed  Claim  to  the  Title  of 
Maritime  Powers k. 

It 


k  I  cannot  conceive  why  Bifhop  Burnet,  and  other  Writers, 
fhould  fay  fo  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Country,  purely 
to  leffen  the  Reputation  of  the  Admiral,  becaufe  he  was 
thought  to  be  a  Tory  ;  but  I  can  leaft  of  all  Account  for  the 
Fahhoods  that  Burnet  has  thruft  into  his  Relation.  He  fays, 
that  mod  of  the  Ships  had  twenty-five  Rounds  of  Powder, 
when  they  began  to  fight,  and  that  it  had  feldom  happened 
that  fo  much  had  been  fpent  in  an  Engagement  at  Sea.  The 
Dutch  Admiral  Callemberg,  in  his  Letter  to  the  States,  fays, 
that  ten  Rounds  would  not  ferve  above  an  Hour,  and  that 
many  of  the  Engliih  Ships  had  no  mere  when  the  Engage- 
ment  was  over  ;  fo  that  if  the  Bifbcp  intended  to  infinuate, 
that  the  Want  of  Powder  was  only  an  Excufe,  he  is  eife&ually 
refuted  by  this  Authority  ;  and  we  fee  at  the  fame  Time,  hovv 
able  he  was  to  make  Calculations.  He  commends  Shovel's 
Bravery  juftly,  but  then  adds,  that  Rooke  fought  at  a  greater 
Diftance.  Now  I  think  I  have  fotne  Authority  to  prove  that 
he  is  in  the  Wrong  in  both  ;  by  which,  I  mean,  that  though 
Sir  Cloudefiey  Shovel  was  a  very  brave  Man,  yet  here  he 
had  no  great  Opportunity  of  (hewing  it,  whereas  Sir  George 
Rooke  had  and  did.  For,  obferve,  Reader,  what  Sir  Cloudefiey 
fays  in  his  Letter,  printed  in  The  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe, 
for  the  Year  1704.  His  Words  are  thefe,  “  The  Ships  that 

“  fuffered 
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It  is  true,  that  the  French ,  according  to  their  old 
Cuftom,  claimed  the  ViClory  here.  Lewis  XIV.  wrote 
a  Letter  affirming  this  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris ,  di¬ 
recting *  * **Te  Deum  to  be  fung  on  that  Occafion,  and  af¬ 
terwards  published  an  Account,  which  I  fhall  give  the 
Reader  as  near  as  may  be  from  the  Gazette,  and  I  fhall 
then  demonftrate,  that  the  whole  was  no  more  than 
an  Artifice  of  State  l9  in  order  to  leflen  the  ill  Confe- 

C  c  4  quences 


”  fuffered  mo  ft  in  my  Divifion,  were  The  Lenox,  Warfpight, 

“  Tilbury,  and  Swiftfure:  the  reft  efcaped  pretty  well,  and  I 
“  the  beft  of  all,  though  I  never  took  greater  Pains  in  all  my 

*£  Life  to  have  been  foundly  beaten;  for  I  fet  all  my  Sails, 
and  revved  with  three  Boats  a-head,  to  get  along-fide  with 
fC  the  Admiral  of  the  White  and  Blue.  But  he,  out-failing 
“  me,  fhunned  Fighting,  and  lay  along-fide  of  the  little  Ships. 
<c  Notwithftanding,  the  Engagement  was  very  fr.arp,  and  I 
“  think  the  like  between  two  Fleets  never  has  been  in  any 
“  Time.  There  is  hardly  a  Ship  that  muft  not  fhift  one 

**  Maft,  and  fome  muft  fhift  all ;  a  great  many  have  fuffered 
“  much,  but  none  more  than  Sir  George  Rooke,  and  Captain 
“  Jennings,  in  the  St.  George”. 

1  I  think  it  neceffary  to  give  the  Reader  a  Tranfcript  of  this 
Letter,  from  the  French  King  to  Cardinal  Noailles,  becaufe 
two  great  Politicians  have  differed  much  about  it.  Bithop 
Burnet  fays,  that,  from  the  Coldnefs  of  this  Letter,  it  was 
concluded  in  England,  that  the  French  were  beat ;  fo  that  in 
his  Judgment,  this  Letter  was  the  beft  Evidence  of  our  Vic¬ 
tory.  Mr.  Oldmixon  thinks  juft  the  contrary  ;  the  Reader, 
by  perufing  the  Letter,  will  be  able  to  judge  for  himfelf. 

“  COUSI  N, 

“  The  Fleet  which  I  have  affembled  in  the  Mediterra- 
“  nean,  under  the  Command  of  my  Son  the  Count  de 
“  Thouloufe,  Admiral  of  France,  has  not  only  difappointed 
“  the  Defigns  which  the  joint  Fleets  of  England  and  Flolland 
“  had  upon  the  Coafts  of  Catalonia,  but  has  alfo  put  a  glo- 
44  rious  End  to  the  Campaign,  by  a  general  Engagement, 
“  which  iffued  wholly  to  my  Advantage,  though  the  Enemies 
“  were  confiderable  more  in  Number,  and  had  a  favourable 
“  Wind.  Their  firft  Efforts  were  fuftained,  and  repulfed  with 

“  fo 
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quences  that  were  apprehended  from  the  Defeat,  and  there-' 
fore  it  is  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  Glory  of  this  Nation, 
than  to  the  Honour  of  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Memory,  to 
make  ufe  of  the  diftorted  Tales  in  this  Relation,  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  indubitable  Fads  contained  in  ours.  The 
Subftance  of  this  French  Account  was, 

“  I  hat,  before  the  Fight,  the  Admiral  ordered  all 
the  Ships  to  make  ready  ;  but  the  Sea  being  calm,  he 
*c  gave  Directions  for  the  Galleys  to  prepare  to  tow  the 
cc  Men  of  War  off  to  Sea.  But  at  Day-break  the  whole 
Fleet  weighed,  by  Favour  of  a  Breeze  that  blew 
gently  from  the  Land,  and  made  towards  the  Ene- 
cc  whom  the  Currents  had  carried  out  to  Sea. 
<c  The  24th  their  Fleet,  in  a  Line  of  Battel,  came  up 
“  with  the  Enemy  5  the  Marquis  de  Villette ,  Lieute- 
“  nant-General,  commanded  the  Van-Guard,  having 
“  behind  him  in  a  fecond  Line  the  Duke  of  Turfis, 
tc  with  his  own  Squadron  of  leven  Galleys,  and  five 
“  of  Spain,  The  G  unt  de  Thouloufe  commanded  the 
tc  Centre,  having  behind  him  the  Marquis  de  Roye> 
with  four  Galleys ;  and  the  Marquis  de  Langeron 
<c  had  the  Command  of  the  Rear-Guard,  with  eight 
<c  French  Galleys  under  the  Command  of  the  Count 

“  de 


(C  fo  much  Valour,  by  all  the  Officers  and  Equipage  of  my 
“  Ships,  animated  by  the  Example  of  their  General,  that 
“  the  Enemies  could  think  of  nothing  during  the  Fight, 
tf  which  laikd  ten  Hours,  but  how  to  defend  themfelves, 
iC  how  to  avoid  being  boarded  feveral  Times  by  my  Ships, 
and  to  fecure  themfelves  by  a  Retreat ;  and  though  the 
“  Count  de  Thouloufe  did  all  he  could  the  two  following 
Days  to  come  up  with  them,  he  could  not  bring  them  to 
**  a  fecond  Engagement.  This  happy  Succefs  obliges  me  to 
*•  return  Thanks  to  God  by  public  Prayers”, 
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«  de  Tourville.  The  Enemy’s  Van-Guard  was  command- 
“  ed  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ;  the  Centre  by  Sir  George 
44  Rooks  i  and  the  Rear  Guard  were  the  Dutch  Ships, 
44  commanded  by  Vice  Admiral  Callemberg.  They  had 
64  fixty  Ships  of  the  Line,  many  Frigates  almoft  as  large, 
44  and  Bomb-Veffels  that  did  them  good  Service.  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  advanced  before  the  Wind,  feparating 
44  himfelf  from  the  Centre  ;  but  obferving  that  the  Mar- 
44  quis  de  Villette  endeavoured  to  furround  him,  he  kept  to 
44  the  Wind,  and  Sir  George  Rooke  feeing  the  Danger  he 
44  was  in,  bore  upon  the  King’s  Fleet.  The  Fight 
44  began  about  ten  a  Clock,  North  and  South  off  Ma- 
44  hga ,  ten  or  eleven  Leagues  from  Shore,  and  lafted 
44  till  Night.  The  Fire  was  extraordinary  on  both 
44  Sides,  and  notwithftanding  the  Enemy  had  the  Ad- 
44  vantage  of  the  Wind,  which  blew  the  Smoak  upon 
44  the  French  Fleet,  they  always  kept  as  near  the  Wind 
44  as  they  could,  while  the  Count  de  Thouloufe  made  all 
44  poffible  Efforts  to  approach  them.  The  Marquis  de 
44  Villette  had  fo  roughly  ufed  the  Van  of  the  Enemy, 
44  having  obliged  five  of  their  Ships  to  quit  their  Line, 
44  that  he  would  have  entirely  put  the  fame  into  Dif- 
44  order,  had  not  a  Bomb  fallen  upon  his  Stern,  and 
44  fet  it  on  Fire  ;  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  Line, 
44  and  extinguifh  the  Fire.  Another  Bomb  fell  on  the 
44  Ship  of  the  Sieur  de  Bellifle ,  who  quitted  the  Line  to 
44  refit,  as  did  likewife  the  Sieur s  de  Grancy ,  Ofmonty 
44  Rouvroy ,  Pontac ,  and  Roche  Allard .  The  latter 

44  fought  the  Ship  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  of  90  Guns, 
44  though  he  had  but  fixty.  The  Sieur  Chammeflin 
44  boarded  three  Times  a  Ship  of  the  Enemy,  but  quitted 
"  the  fame,  feeing  fhe  was  on  Fire  in  ^veral  Places, 

y  but 
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“  but  becaufe  of  the  Smoak  could  not  fee  whether  (he 
“  funk.  The  Baily  of  Lorrain  was  killed  with  a  Can- 
“  non  Shot,  and  the  Sieur  de  Relingue  had  a  Leg  fhot 
“  off.  They  were  the  Count  de  Thouhufe’s  two  Se- 
conds,  and  diftinguifhed  themfelves  very  much,  fol¬ 
low  ing  the  Example  of  their  General.  The  Enemy 
“  continuing  to  fheer  off,  the  Fight  with  the  Van  ended 
about  five,  with  the  Centre  about  feven,  and  with 
“  the  Rear  towards  Night.  The  French  Fleet  purfued 
“  with  all  their  Lights  out ;  whereas  the  Enemy,  their 
“  Flag-Ships  excepted,  had  none.  The  25th  the 
“  blowing  again  from  the  Weft,  the  Enemy  failed 

“  towards  the  Coaft  of  Barbary ,  fo  that  they  loft  fight 
“  of  them  at  Night.  The  26th  in  the  Morning  they 
“  were  feen  again  about  four  Leagues  diftance,  the 
“  Wind  having  again  fhifted  to  the  Eaft,  which  gave 
“  them  a  fair  Opportunity  to  renew  the  Fight,  but 
“  they  did  not  think  fit  to  approach.  They  were  not 
“  heard  of  afterwards ;  whereupon  it  was  judged  they  had 
“  repaired  the  Streigbts ,  and  this  obliged  the  Count  de 
“  Thouloufe  to  return  the  27  th  to  Malaga ,  with  the 
“  Gallies.  We  had  about  1500  Men  k  lied  or  wound- 
“  ed.  But  we  do  not  know  the  Lofs  of  the  Enemy, 
“  which  muft  be  very  great ;  and  feveral  Perfons  faid, 
“  that  two  of  their  Ships  funk  m.” 

I  fhall  mention  but  one  Objection  to  this  Account, 
becaufe  I  think  I  need  not  mention  any  more,  and  it  is 
this,  that  whenever  the  French  endeavour  to  account 
■  for 


mSee  J’Iie  Complete  Hiltory  of  Europe,  for  1704.,  p.  487. 
Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  iv.  p.  426.  Lamberti;  Tom.  «i. 
p.  324- 


Of  Queeu  ANNE.' 

for  their  not  pu filing  the  Affair  farther,  they  in  (iff  on 
the  Mifchief  done  them  by  the  Englifi b  Bombs ;  where¬ 
as  nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that  there  was  not 
a  fingle  Bomb-Veflel  in  the  EngUJh  Fleet.  As  to  the 
Force  on  both  Sides,  and  the  Lofs  of  each,  I  fh  ill  give 
a  particular  Account  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Page  n ;  and 

having 


n  The  Englifh  Fleet,  at  the  Time  of  this  Battel,  confided 
of  five  Divifions,  befides  the  Dutch,  of  which  there  were  but 
eleven  Ships.  The  Strength  of  the  Fleet  will  particularly  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  following  Lift,  tranfmitted  from  the  Admiral  to 
the  Queen. 


Ships  Names. 

Royal  Catherine 

St.  George 

Namure 

Shrewsbury 

Naflau 

Grafton 

Monmouth 

Montague 

Panther 


Barfleur 

Eagle 

Orford 

A  durance 

Warfpight 

Swiftfure 

Nottingham 

Tilbury 

Lenox 


Men. 

Guns. 

730 

9c 

680 

96 

680 

96 

500 

80 

440 

7° 

440 

70 

440 

70 

565 

60 

280 

5° 

4755 

68  2 

710 

96 

440 

70 

440 

70 

440 

66 

440 

70 

440 

70 

36; 

60 

280 

40 

440 

70 

3995 

612 

Men 

Slain.  Wounded. 


2  7 

94 

45 

93 

18 

44 

3i 

73 

15 

26 

3i 

66 

27 

62 

*5 

34 

10 

16 

219 

0 1 

00  1 

6 

24 

7 

57 

6 

9 

6 

H 

W 

44 

13 

33 

7 

l9 

20 

25 

23 

78 

105 

3°3 

Prince 


# 


* 
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having  done  this,  I  believe  I  need  add  nothing  to  (hew 
the  Folly  of  the  French  Academy’s  caufing  a  Medal  to 


be  itruck  upon  this  Occalion, 


Ships  Names, 

Men, 

Prince  George 

700 

Boyne 

500 

Newarke 

500 

Norfolk 

500 

Yarmouth 

440 

Berwick 

440 

3080 

Ranelagh 

535 

Somerfet 

500 

jFirme 

440 

Triton 

230 

Dorfetfhire 

500 

Torbay 

5  oo 

Eflex 

440 

Kingflon 

36; 

Centurion 

280 

3790 

Kent 

400 

Royal  Oak 

50  0 

Swallow 

280 

Cambridge 

500 

Bedford 

440 

Monk 

365 

Suffolk 

440 

Burford 

440 

376? 

as  if,  inftead  of  being  de¬ 
feated. 


Men 

Guns. 

Slain.  Wounded. 

90 

*5 

57 

80 

H 

52 

80 

*s 

32 

80 

*5 

20 

70 

7 

26 

70 

23 

24 

■  - 

— • 

47° 

89 

211 

83 

24 

45 

80 

31 

62 

70 

2S 

48 

50 

5 

21 

82 

12 

20 

80 

21 

50 

70 

13 

36 

60 

H 

46 

56 

10 

33 

631 

*55 

361 

70 

*5 

26 

76 

20 

33 

50 

1 

3 

80 

1 1 

27 

70 

12 

5* 

60 

36 

52 

70 

*3 

38 

70 

1 1 

*9 

54° 

119 

*  249 

Admirals 

_  % 
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feated,  the  French  had  gained  a  Victory  worthy  the  No- 
tice  of  Pofterity 

After 


Admiral’s  Divifion  4 755 

Sir  Cloudfley  Shovel’s  3  995 

Sir  John  Leake’s  3080 

Rear-Admiral  Byng’s  3790 

Rear-Admiral  Dilke’s  5765 

682  219 
6l2  IO^ 

470  89 
63I  115 
540  I  I9 

508 

303 

21  f 
361 

249 

19,385 

2935  68 7 

•632 

9 

Slain. 

Wounded. 

687 

1632 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  Engliffi. 

Dutch. 

2319 

400 

Total. 

Commiffion  Officers  Slain  ;  Captains,  Sir  Andrew 

2719 

Leake,  and 

Capt.  Cow :  Lieutenants  four,  and  Warrant-Officers  two.  Com- 
miffion  Officers  wounded  ;  Captains,  Mynge,  Baker,  Jumper, 
Mighells,  Kirkfon  ;  Lieutenants,  thirteen ;  Warrant  Officers, 
thirteen. 

As  to  the  French  Fleet,  it  confifted  of  three  Squadrons;  the 
£rft  of  16  Ships  of  the  Line,  carrying  in  all,  1 1  20  Guns,  and 
7700  Men  ;  the  White  Squadron  in  the  Centre,  confiding  of 
17  Ships,  carrying  1271  Guns,  8500  Men;  the  Biue  Ci¬ 
vilian  in  the  Rear,  confiding  of  17  Ships,  which  carried  1152 
Guns,  7625  Men.  In  ail,  35 33  Guns,  24,155  Men.  Befides 
this,  they  had  9  Frigates,  as  many  Fire-Snjps,  12  French  and 
11  Spanith  Gallies,  witn  two  Flutes;  in  all,  92  Sail.  On 
their  Side  was  llain,  a  Rear  Admiral,  5  Captains,  6  Lieutenants, 
and  5  Sea-Enfigns.  The  Count  de  Thouloufe  himfelf  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  Forehead,  Shoulder,  and  Thigh  ;  The  Couni  de  Re- 
ligues  had  his  Leg  ffiotofr.  The  Marquis  de  Herbault,  Intend- 
ant  of  the  Fleet ;  Monf.  du  Caffe,  Commodore  of  a  Squadron; 
M.  de  Chateau  Regnault;  the  Count  de  Phelipeaux ;  the  Count 
de  Commges ;  M.  de  Valincourt ;  the  Count  de  Thouloufe, 
Secretary  ;  feven  Captains,  eight  Lieutenants,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  other  Officers  were  wounded  As  to  the 
Lofs  of  private  Men,  it  amounted  in  the  whole,  to  3048. 

0  In  this  extraordinary  Medal,  Spain  is  reprefented  fitting, 
and  her  Ann  leaning  on  a  Pillar^  with  Victory  over  her  Head  ; 

the 
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After  the  Englijh  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
new  the  Fight,  they  repaired  to  Gibraltar ,  where  they 
continued  eight  Days  in  order  to  refit ;  and  having  fup- 
pned  that  Place  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power  with  Am- 
munition  and  Provilion,  it  was  thought  convenient  to 
return  to  England ,  Care  being  firft  taken  to  provide  fuch 
a  Squadron  for  the  Mediterranean  Service,  as  might  fe- 
cure  our  Trade,  and  render  any  Defigns  of  the  Enemy 
abortive.  On  the  24th  of  Augujl  the  Admiral  failed 
from  Gibraltar  3  on  the  26th  he  gave  Orders  to  Sir 
John  Leake  to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron  that  was  to  remain  in  the  Mediterranean  during 
the  Winter,  and  then  failed  home  with  the  reft,  where 
he  arrived  fafely  on  the  24th  of  September ,  and  was 
received  with  all  exteriour  Marks  of  Efteem  by  the  Mi- 
niftry,  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Populace  Chewed  for 
him  an  unfeigned  Affedlion  p. 

But  though  Sir  George  Rooke  had  been  happy  enough 
to  beat  the  French  under  great  Difad  vantages,  yet  he 

was 


the  Legend  thus:  Okie  Hispanic^:  Sec¥ritas,  i.  e.  The 
Security  of  the  Spanifh  Coafts.  To  fnew  how  this  was  attain¬ 
ed,  we  read  in  the  Exergue.  Anglorum  et  Batavorum 
Classe  Fugata  ad  Malagam,  xxiv.  Augusti,  M,dcciy', 
i.  e.  The  Eng'ifh  and  Dutch  Fleet  beat  at  Malaga,  24th  of 
Auguft,  1704. 

p  Sir  John  Leake  had  under  his  Command,  two  Ships  of 
the  3d,  nine  of  the  4th,  four  of  the  3th,  one  of  the  6th  Rate, 
and  a  Fire-Ship,  id  is  Orders  were  to  repair  to  Lisbon,  from 
whence  he  was  to  fend  Home  the  Trade  under  a  Convoy  of 
four  Men  of  War.  He  was  likewife  to  take  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  fuch  Ships  of  the  States-General,  as  remained  in  thofe 
Seas  ;  and  it  was  particularly  recommended  to  him  to  take 
Care  of  Gibraltar.  Sir  George  Rooke  carried  Home  five  2d, 
twenty-five  3d,  and  four  4th  Rates,  with  fix  Fire-Ships,  two 
Hofpital-Ships,  and  a  Yatcb. 
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was  not  able  to  baffle  that  Spirit  of  Envy  which  had 
perfecuted  him  fo  long.  There  was  a  Party  that  not 
only  queflioned  his  Conduct  and  the  late  Victory,  but 
were  willing  to  facrifice  the  Glory  of  their  Country, 
and,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  propagate  the  idle  Stories 
invented  by  the  French ,  as  undoubted  Truths,  purely 
to  gratify  their  own  Spleen  ;  and  this  too  in  direcft  Con¬ 
tradiction  to  the  Voice  of  the  Nation,  as  appeared  by 
the  many  Addrefles  prefented  to  the  Queen,  in  which 
the  Courage,  Condudl,  and  Fortune  of  Sir  George 
Rooke ,  are  highly  extolled.  To  put  this  Matter, 
however,  out  of  Doubt,  and  to  fhew  the  true  Senfe 
of  the  Queen  and  the  Miniftry  on  this  Subject,  it  was 
thought  proper  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George 
ihould  introduce  fuch  Officers  of  the  Fleet,  as  had  de¬ 
fer  ved  heft,  to  her  Majefty  :  and  accordingly  on  the 
9th  of  October  he  prefented,  firft,  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel , 
who  had  the  Honour  to  kifs  her  Majefty’s  Hand  :  Then 
Captain  John  Jennings ,  Commander  of  The  St.  George , 
upon  whom  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  confer  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  Knighthood,  and  who  is  ftili  living,  and  in  juft 
Efteem  with  all  who  have  a  true  Senfe  of  Merit.  At 
the  fame  Time  George  Byng ,  Efqj  and  Thomas  Dilkes , 
Efq;  the  former  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  the  White  Squadron,  were  like  wife  Knighted 
When  the  Parliament  came  to  fit,  which  was  on 
the  23d  of  Offober^  new  Difputes  arofe,  and  great  Pains 
were  taken  to  prevent  Sir  George  Rooke's  Conduct  from 

meeting 


q  Complete  Hiftory  of  Europe.  Oldmixon,  London  Gazette, 
No.  4061.  which  Gazette  is  filled  with  Addrefles  on  the  Suc- 
cdfes  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  Sir  George  Rooke. 
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meeting  with  public  Approbation  :  This,  however,  was 
without  Succefs  ;  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  their 
Addrefs,  made  ufe  of  thcfe  Words :  “  We  beg  Leave 
to  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the  great  and  glo- 
rious  Succeftes  with  which  it  hath  pleafed  God  to 
,c  blefs  your  Majefty  in  the  entire  Defeat  of  the  united 
“  Force  of  France  and  Bavaria ,  by  the  Arms  of  your 

“  Majefty  and  your  Allies,  under  the  Command,  and 
“  by  the  Courage  and  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
“  borough,  and  in  the  Vidory  obtained  by  your  Ma- 
“  jelly’s  Fleet,  under  the  Command,  and  by  the  Cou- 
“  rage  and  Conduct  of  Sir  George  Rooke As  it  was 
known  that  thefe  Expreflions  gave  Offence  to  many 
of  the  warmeft  Friends  of  the  Miniftry,  who  thought 
there  was  no  Comparifon  between  the  Victories  gained  - 
at  Blenheim  and  Malaga,  the  Houfe  thought  fit  to  ex- 
prefs  its  Sentiments  more  clearly  ;  and  having,  on  the 
2d  of  November,  taken  into  their  ferious  Conlideration, 
the  Services  both  of  the  Fleet  and  the  Army,  they 
unanimoufly  voted,  “  That  her  Majefty  be  deiired  to 
“  bellow  her  Bounty  upon  the  Seamen  and  Land-For- 
“  ces,  who  had  behaved  themfelves  fo  gallantly  in  the 
“  late  Adions  both  by  Sea  and  Land.”  To  which 
her  Majefty  very  gracioufly  anfwered.  That  Jhe  would 
give  her  Directions  accordingly.  One  would  have 
imagined,  that  Ads  of  fo  folemn  a  Nature  mull  have 
filenced  fuch  as  pretended  to  doubt  the  Services  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Admiral  and  the  Fleet ;  and  yet  it  hath 
fince  appeared,  that  fome  of  our  Hiftorians,  and  many 
of  our  Memoir- Writers  have  attempted  to  perfuade  us 
that,  notwithftanding  thefe  Decilions  of  the  Queen  and 
Parliament,  the  Fleet  did  little  or  nothing,  and  that  the 

'  Fight 
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Fight  at  Malaga  was  a  drawn  Battel  j  in  which,  how- 

V 

ever,  they  differ  from  the  Dutch ,  who  confefs  that  it 
was  the  bed-fought  Adtion  recorded  in  Hiftory  ;  and 
that  the  Skill  of  Sir  George  Rooke  convinced  the  French , 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  conteft  with  the  Maritime  Powers 
the  Empire  of  the  Sea  r. 

Before  we  conclude  the  Naval  T ranfadtions  of  this 
Year,  it  is  neceffary  that  we  fhould  again  pafs  into  the 
Mediterranean ,  in  order  to  take  a  View  of  the  Services 
performed  by  Sir  John  Leake.  The  Spaniards ,  who 
were  the  bed  Judges,  found  our  Pofleffion  of  Gibraltar 
fo  great  a  Thorn  in  their  Sides,  that  as  they  very  lately- 
prevailed  on  the  French  to  hazard  an  Engagement  at 
Sea,  to  facilitate  their  retaking  of  it,  fo  they  afterwards 
demanded,  and  obtained  a  Squadron  of  French  Ships, 
under  the  Command  of  Monf.  de  Pointis ,  to  affift  them 
in  carrying  on  the  Siege.  The  Prince  of  HeJJe  having 
fent  early  Advice  of  this  to  Lijlon ,  Sir  John  Leake ,  in 
the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  Otlober ,  proceeded  with 
his  Squadron  to  the  Relief  of  the  Place,  and  adfually 
landed  feveral  Gunners,  Carpenters,  and  Engineers, 
with  a  Body  of  400  Marines ;  but  receiving  Intelligence, 
that  the  French  were  approaching  with  a  Force  much 
fuperior  to  his,  he  found  it  necelfary  to  return  again  ta 
Lijbon .  lie  did  this  with  a  View  only  to  refit,  and  to 
be  in  a  better  Condition  to  fupply  and  affift  the  Garri- 
fon  in  a  fecond  Expedition,  for  which  he  had  very  pru¬ 
dently  dire&ed  Preparations  to  be  made  in  his  Abfence. 
Fiiis  enabled  him  to  put  to  Sea  again  on  the  25th  of 
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Oftober,  and  on  the  29th  he  entered  the  Bay  of  G/- 
braltar  at  a  very  critical  JunClure  ;  for  that  very  Night 

the  Enemy  intended  to  ftorm  the  Town  on  all  Sides, 

✓ 

and  had  procured  two  hundred  Boats  from  Cadiz ,  in 
order  to  have  landed  3000  Men  near  the  new  Mould. 
But  Sir  John  Leake  entered  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  fur- 
prized  in  the  Bay  two  Frigates,  one  of  42,  and  the 
other  of  24  Guns,  a  Brigantine  of  14,  a  Fire-fhip  of 
16,  a  Store-fhip  full  of  Bombs  and  Granado’s,  two 
Englijb  Prizes;  and  a  Tartane  and  another  Frigate  of 
30  Guns,  which  had  juft  got  out  of  the  Bay,  was  taken 
by  an  Englijh  Ship  that  followed  her s. 

The  Enemy,  notwithftanding  thefe  Difcourage- 
ments,  continued  the  Siege,  in  Expectation  of  a  ftrong 
Naval  Succour  from  France ,  and  therefore  Sir  John 
Leake  refolved  to  land  as  many  Men  as  he  could  fpare, 
to  reinforce  the  Garrifon  ;  which  he  performed  on  the 
2d,  3d,  and  4th  of  November ,  and  continued  ftill  on 
the  Coaft  in  order  to  alarm  and  diftrefs  the  Enemy. 
On  the  19th  and  20th  he  ordered  his  fmalleft  Frigates 
to  go  as  near  the  Shore  as  poffible,  and  then  manned  all 
his  Boats,  as  if  he  intended  a  Defcent ;  but  this  was 
done  fo  ilowly,  and  the  Troops  feigned  fuch  a  Reluc- 
tancy  to  Land,  as  gave  the  Spanifa  General  Time  to 

draw 


8  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Complete  Hi  dory  of  Europe,  Not  only 
our  own  Writers,  but  even  the  Marquis  de  Quincy  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  Truth  of  this  FaCt ;  he  like  wife  tells  us  of  an  At- 
tempt  made  by  500  Men,  who  crawled  up  the  Mountain,  and 
appeared  on  the  back  of  the  Town  ;  which  they  had  certainly 
taken,  if  they  had  been  properly  fupported  ;  but  he  fays  no¬ 
thing  of  the  Englifh  forcing  them  over  the  Precipice,  and 
leaving  their  mangled  Carcaftes  a  melancholiy  Mark  of  their 
©vvn  Raihnefs,  and  their  Country-mens  Cowardice, 
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draw  down  a  great  Body  of  Cavalry,  which  enabled 
the  Admiral  to  put  his  Defign  in  Execution,  and  to  fa- 
lute  them  in  fuch  a  Manner  with  his  great  and  fmall 
Arms,  as  made  them  fcamper  back  to  their  Camp 
with  great  Precipitation.  The  Centurion  arrived  on  the 
22d  of  November ,  and  brought  in  with  her  a  French 
Prize  from  Martinico ,  very  richly  laden  \  and  at  the 
fame  Time  gave  the  Admiral  Intelligence,  that  he  had 
failed  as  far  as  was  convenient  into  the  Bay  of  Cadiz , 
and  had  difcovered  a  very  ftrong  Squadron  there,  which 
he  apprehended  would  foon  be  in  a  Condition  to  fail. 
Upon  this  and  fome  other  Intimations,  Sir  John  Leake 
refolved  to  put  to  Sea,  and  to  ftand  with  his  Fleet  to 
the  Eaftward  of  Gibraltar ,  that  he  might  be  the  better 
able  to  rake  fuch  Meafures  as  fhould  be  found  necefiary, 
as  well  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Place,  as  for  fecuring 
the  Succours  that  were  expected  from  Lijbon  \ 

On  the  7th  of  December  arrived  The  Antelope ,  with 
nine  Tranfports  under  her  Convoy  ;  and  two  Days  af¬ 
terwards  The  Newcajlle ,  with  fcven  more,  having  on 
Board  near  two  thoufand  Land  Troops*  They  ef- 
caped  the  French  Fleet  very  luckily  ;  for  when  they 
were  off  Cape  Spartell ,  they  had  fight  of  Monf.  Poin- 
tis’s  Squadron,  confiding  of  twenty-four  Sail  of  Men 
of  War,  under  EngHJh  and  Dutch  Colours.  As  they 
expelled  to  meet  the  Confederate  Fleet  under  Sir 
John  Leake  and  Rear-Admiral  Vanderdujjen  thereabouts, 
they  did  their  utmod  to  join  them ;  but  by  good  For¬ 
tune  were  becalmed.  They  put  their  Boats  to  Sea  on 

D  d  2  both 


t  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  iv, 
p.  450, 


4o4  NAVAL  BISTORT 

both  Sides  to  tow  the  Ships ;  but  the  Englijh  obferving 

that  the  Men  of  War  flretched  themfelves,  and  en~ 

, 

deavoured  to  make  a  Half-Moon  to  furround  them, 
they  made  a  private  Signal,  which  Sir  John  Leake 
would  have  underflood.  This  fpoiled  the  Meafures  of 
the  French ,  who  were  thereby  difcovered,  and  put  up 
their  Colours,  and  endeavoured  to  fall  upon  the  Trans¬ 
ports  ;  but  they  got  off  by  Means  of  their  Oars,  and 
the  Night  coming  on,  they  got  away  by  Favour  of  a 
Small  Breeze  from  the  South- Weil.  By  the  arrival  of 
thefe  Succours,  the  Garrifon  was  encreafed  to  upwards 
of  3000  Men  ;  and  having  already  obtained  many  Ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  Enemy,  it  was  no  longer  thought 
requifite  to  keep  the  Fleet,  which  by  long  Service  was 
now  but  in  an  indifferent  Condition,  either  in  the  Bay, 
or  on  the  Coafl ;  efpecially  when  it  was  confidered,  that 
Monf.  Pointis  was  fo  near  with  a  Force  equal,  if  not 
fuperior  to  that  of  Sir  John  Leake .  The  Prince  of  HeJJe 
having  acknowledged  this  to  the  Admiral,  he  called  a 
Council  of  War  on  the  21ft  of  December ,  and  having 
laid  before  them  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  refolved  to  fail  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to 
Lijbon  in  order  to  refit,  and  to  provide  further  Supplies 
for  the  Garrifon,  in  cafe,  as  the  Spaniards  gave  out, 
they  fhould  receive  fuch  Reinforcements  from  King 
Lewis  and  King  Philipp  as  would  enable  them  to  renew 
the  Siege  both  by  Land  and  Sea.  This  Refolution  was 
as  fpeedily  executed  as  wifely  taken,  and  the  Fleet  ar¬ 
rived  at  Lifbon  in  the  latter  End  of  1704,  where  wre 
(hall  leave  them  in  order  to  return  to  what  wa s  doing 
at  home,  and  the  Preparations  made  for  carrying  on  the 
War  by  Sea  with  greater  Vigour  in  the  next  Year, 

than 
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than  they  had  been  at  any  Time  fince  the  Beginning 
of  the  War  u. 

It  was  a  common  Complaint  at  this  Juncture,  that 
we  did  not  profecute  the  War  at  Sea  with  fo  much  Vigour 
as  might  be  expected  from  a  Nation  fo  power!  ul  on 
that  Element :  That  the  Enemy’s  taking  our  Ships  was 
a  Reproach  on  the  Nation,  which  ought  to  fall  under 
the  Notice  of  Parliament.  In  Anfwer  to  this,  I  mean 
in  the  Houle  of  Commons,  it  was  faid,  that  though 
the  Fadts  could  not  be  denied,  yet  on  the  other  Eland 
it  mult  be  allowed,  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  could 
not  do  more  than  the  Supplies  granted  by  Parliament 
would  enable  them  ;  and  that  therefore,  if  more  was 
expe&ed  from  them,  more  ought  to  be  done  for  them. 
This  was  chiefly  faid  by  the  Admirals  and  their  Friends, 
who  were  very  numerous.  The  Houfe  having  con- 
lidered  the  whole  Affair  with  great  Attention,  came  at 
length,  on  the  7th  of  November ,  1704,  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refolutions,  viz.  That  40,000  Seamen  (hould 
be  allowed  for  the  Year  1705,  including  8000  Marines. 
On  the  9th  they  refolved  that  100,000/.  fhould  be 
allowed  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  for  the  fame 
Year,  and  that  40,000  /.  {hould  be  given  to  the  Office 
of  Ordnance  for  the  Sea  Service,  over  and  above  the 
ufual  Provifion  ;  and  that  10,000/.  fhould  be  given 
for  making  a  Wharf  and  Storehoufe  at  Portjmouth . 
Thefe  were  great  and  glorious  Provifions,  fuch  as  fhew-  ' 
ed  that  the  People  were  defirous  not  to  fpare  their  Trea¬ 
ts  d  3  fure. 
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fare,  where  the  Credit  of  the  Crown  and  their  own  In- 
tereft  were  at  Stake  w. 

Yet  in  the  latter  End  of  this,  and  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  fuceeeding  Year,  certain  Enquiries  were  made  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  did  as  great  Honour  to  that 
Aflembly,  as  they  gave  Pain  to  fome  in  the  Admini- 
flration.  A  great  Clamour  had  been  raifed  againft  the 
Prince’s  Council,  for  not  paying  fufficient  Attention  to 
the  Merchants,  and  for  having  very  little  Regard  to  the 
Refentment  fhewn  by  that  Houfe  againft  certain  Per- 
fons,  and  certain  Proceedings.  Lord  Haverfbam's,  and 
fome  other  Lords  warm  Speeches,  raifed  a  great  Heat  ; 
but  before  any  Addrefs  was  made  to  the  Queen,  two 
Committees  of  Enquiry  were  appointed  ;  one  to  infpedt 
the  Books  at  the  Admiralty -Office,  in  order  to  fee  exact¬ 
ly  what  Conduct  the  Board  had  purfued,  and  the  other 
to  confider  what  was  done  at  Sea.  This  was  certainly 
a  very  clear  and  methodical  Way  of  adting,  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  laying  open  all  the  wrong  Steps,  that  had 
been  winked  at  either  on  Account  of  private  Friendfhips, 
or.  the  Prejudices  of  Party.  In  the  firit  Place  the  Houfe 
offer ved,  that  22  Ships  had  been  employed  to  cruize  the 

whole  Summer,  and  they  fhewed,  from  their  Accounts 

\ 

returned  to  the  Admiralty -Office,  that  they  had  perform¬ 
ed 


w  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  Supplies  were  carried  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  before  the  leaft  Notice  was  given  by 
the  Miniftry,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  had  loft  their  Favour. 
In  this,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Policy,  becaufe  the  Majority 
of  that  Houfe  of  Commons  were  Tories  ;  and  if  they  had 
been  at  all  aware  of  Sir  George  Rooke’s  being  forced  to  re~ 
fgn,  or,  as  Mr.  Oldmixon  phrafes  it,  being  laid  akde,  they 
might  have  been  lefs  inclined  to  receive  from  the  Miniftry 
implicitly  the  Terms  of  the  Supply. 
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ed  their  Duty  fo  negligently,  as  not  to  have  done  more 
than  from  three  Ships,  commanded  by  adfive  Captains, 
might  juftly  have  been  expected,  they  likewife  com¬ 
plained,  that  there  were  ten  Flags  in  Pay,  three  of  which 
were  not  at  Sea :  That  Mr.  Churchill  had  not  been  at 
Sea  in  any  Year  of  this  War :  That  Mr.  Graydon  had 
been  afhore  all  the  la  ft  Year,  and  that  he  had  been 
employed,  notwithstanding  a  former  Addrefs  for  his  Dif- 
charge  :  That  Sir  James  Wijhart ,  though  a  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral,  had  the  laft  Year  been  Sir  George  Rooke' s  Captain: 
That  Sir  John  Munden ,  though  he  had  not  done  his 
Duty,  had  a  Penlion  of  319  /.  a  Year,  &c.  Though  the 
Queen  could  not  be  very  well  pleafed  with  an  Addrefs 
which  reflected  on  the  Supinenefs  of  her  Royal  Confort, 
yet  flie  concealed  her  Diflike,  and  anfwered,  Feb.  5, 
Your  Addrefs  contains  many  Obfervations,  which  I 
cc  will  confider  particularly,  and  give  fuch  Directions 
<c  upon  them,  as  may  be  moft  for  the  Advantage  of  the 
<c  Public  Service  x.” 

D  d  4  Thus 


x  This  Addrefs  of  the  Lords,  was  preferred  to  the  Queen, 
on  the  5th  of  February,  1704-5.  It  is,  without  Queftion* 
one  of  the  moft  valuable  State-Papers  extant,  as  it  isa  noble 
Inftance  of  the  true  Spirit  of  an  Englifh  Parliament.  It  (hews, 
how  Enquiries  may,  and  ought  to  be  conduded,  and  how  a- 
greeable  it  is  to  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution  to  lay  before 
the  Crown,  and  exhibit  to  the  People  true  Reprefentations  of 
the  State  of  public  Affairs,  that  Men  may  fee  how  the  Money 
goes,  which  is  faid  to  be  railed  for  their  Service,  and  not  look 
upon  the  Public,  as  a  bad  Steward,  that  receives  and  pays 
without  Account.  This,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  was  the  Rea., 
fon  that  this  War  was  carried  on  fo  much  cheaper  than  our 
Naval  Armaments  have  been  ever  fince  :  for,  when  Enquiries 
are  frequent,  Frauds  feldom  happen  ;  but  when  thefe  are  either 
difeouraged,  made  only  for  Form,  or  turned  to  ferve  the  little 

Purpofes 
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Thus,  between  the  two  Houfes,  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Nation,  with  Refped  to  Naval  Affairs,  was  very  fully 
done.  The  Lords  took  Care  to  corredt,  or  at  leaft  to 
point  out,  what  was  amifs  in  pall  Tranfadtions  ;  and  the 
Commons  made  ample  Provifion  for  the  thorough  Sup¬ 
ply  of  whatever  was  neceffary  in  Times  to  come.  Yet 
in  doing  all  this,  fome  fharp  Expreffions  efcaped,  efpe- 
cally  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  which  certainly  flowed 
rather  from  a  Zeal  to  Party,  than  any  Love  to  Juftice  ; 
which  gave  fuch  Difguit  to  Sir  George  Rooke ,  that  after 
all  the  Honours  had  been  paid  him,  he  declined  any 
further  Command,  as  defiring  that  the  Queen  might  be 
eafy,  and  the  Nation  w.ell  ferved,  rather  than  any  Op¬ 
portunities  might  be  given  to  him  of  adding  either 
to  his  Reputation  or  Eftate.  This  is  the  true  State  of 
the  Cafe,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  ;  nor  can  I 
believe,  what  fome  warm  People  have  ventured  to  aflert, 
that  the  Lord  Treafurer,  Godolphin ,  procured  Sir  George 
to  be  laid  afide,  in  order  to  gratify  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  ;  a  Suggeftion  better  becoming  the  narrow  Spirit 
of  a  Party  Writer,  than  the  Wifdom  of  that  great  Lord, 
or  the  known  Calmnefs  and  Equanimity  of  the  noble 
Duke  L  In  Confequence  of  this  Meafure,  however 

brought 


Fu'pofs  of  Parties,  who  under  Colour  of  difcovering  the  Faults 

of  a  Miniltry,  mean  no  more  than  to  become  Miniilers 

themfelves;  Things  mult  go  from  bad  to  worfe,  and  a  Spirit 

of  plundering  infinuate  itfelf  through  ail  public  Offices. 

y  Mr.  Hornby,  the  reputed  Author  of  the  famous  Caveat 

again  it  the  Whigs,  which  is  now  become  extreamly  fcarce, 

gives  us  the  following  Reflections  on  the  Difgrace  of  this  great 

Admiral.  “  In  1 704,  fays  he.  Sir  George  Rooke,  with  a 

*  ■  Crew  of  Cabbin-Boys,  took  the  almoft  impregnable  For- 

trefs  of  Gibraltar,  fo  that  at  the  fame  Time,  Britifh  Tro- 

t  «  • 
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brought  about,  a  Sort  of  thorough  Change  was  made  in 
the  Admiralty ,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was  appointed  Rear- 
Admiral  of  England ,  and  Admiral  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Fleet ;  Sir  John  Leake  was  appointed  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron,  as  Sir  George  Byng 
was  of  the  Blue  ;  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes ,  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  Red ;  William  Whetjlone ,  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the 

White, 


44  phies  were  erected  Eaftward  as  far  as  the  Banks  of  the 
44  Danube,  and  her  Flags  were  feen  waving  on  the  Towers  of 
44  the  moil  weftern  Part  of  Europe,  where  Hercules  fixed  his 
tie  plus  ultra.  After  this,  under  great  Difadvantages,  both 
44  in  the  Number,  Rates  and  Condition  of  his  Ships,  and 
44  above  all,  in  the  want  of  Ammunition,  he  fo  far  convinced 
44  the  French  how  unequal  a  Match  they  were  for  us  on  the 
(i  watry  Element,  that  they  never  after  ventured  to  equip  ano- 
44  ther  Royal  Navy  ;  yet,  how  were  his  Services  undervalued 
44  by  the  Faflion  here  !  Gibraltar,  which  was  able  to  defy 
44  the  Power  of  Spain,  and  to  baffle  and  wafte  their  Army  in 
44  a  fruitlefs  Siege,  and  which  is  like  to  continue  to  future 
44  Ages,  an  Honour  to  our  Arms,  and  a  Safeguard  to  our 
44  Commerce  ;  was  a  Place  of  no  Strength  or  Value,  and  the 
44  Engagement  at  Sea  was  celebrated  with  Lampoons,  inftead 
“  of  Congratulations.  Neither  his  ADions  in  this  War,  nor 
“  in  the  laft,  his  Conduct  in  faving  our  Turkey  Fleet,  or  his 
44  Courage  in  deftroying  the  French  Ships  at  la  Hogue,  could 
44  prevail  with  them  to  allow  him  any  Share  of  Skill  or 
44  Bravery;  fo  that  he  is  to  wait  for  Juftice  from  impartial 
(i  Pofterity,  not  only  in  thefe  Qualities,  but  one  much  more 
44  rare  in  this  Age,  which  he  file  wed  in  refufing  to  ask  a  Privy 
44  Seal  for  a  Sum  of  Money  remaining  in  his  Hands  of  what 
44  had  been  remitted  to  him  ;  as  he  had  not  wafted  it  in  mon- 
44  ftrous  Bowls  of  Punch,  fo  he  fcorned  to  enrich  himfelf  by 
44  converting  the  Public  Treafure  to  his  own  Ufe,  but  juftly 
44  accounted  for  it.  Thefe  Monuments,  in  fpite  of  Envy  and 
44  Detra&ion,  will  remain  to  his  Honour  in  the  Records  of 
44  Time,  and  his  Memory  will  live  without  the  Aftiftance,  or 
Expence  of  a  lumpilh  Pile  of  Stones,  clamped  up  againft 
44  the  Walls  of  Weftminfter-Abby,  as  was  bellowed*  to  com - 
44  memorate  the  Lofs  of  fome  of  her  Majefty’s  Ships,  and  the 
more  valuable  Lives  of  many  of  her  Subje&s,  for  want  of 
"  common  Care  and  Difcretion”, 
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White ;  and  Sir  John  Jennings ,  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
jBiW.  1  have  thrown  thefe  Debates  and  Promotions  into 
the  moil  regular  Order  I  could,  for  the  Reader’s  Eafe  and 
my  own,  that  I  might  the  fooner  return  to  Aftion  and 
to  the  Exploits  of  our  Sea  Force,  under  thefe  new  Com¬ 
manders  5  and  though  I  have  not  obferved  the  ftridt  Rules 
of  Chronology,  yet,  as  the  Promotions  were  the  Effed 
cf  the  Enquiries,  I  hope  the  Reader  will  be  fatisfied 
with  my  Manner  of  Hating  it.  Thefe  Formalities  thus 
fettled,  let  us  now  proceed  to  the  Tranfadtions  of  the 
Fleet  under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Leake  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  who  fhewed  no  Jefs  Prudence  and  For¬ 
titude  in  preferving  Gibraltar ,  than  Sir  George  Rooke  had 
done  in  acquiring  it 

The  French  and  Spaniards ,  as  their  own  Writers 
confefs,  were  obftinate  in  their  Refolution  of  retaking 
Gibraltar ,  coil  what  it  would.  The  Eagernefs  (hewn 
by  King  Philip  on  this  Occafion,  had  like  to  have  been 
fatal  to  him ;  and  the  Method  he  took  to  regain  Gibraltar , 
had  well  nigh  loft  him  Spain ,  by  difgufting  moft  of  the 

Nobility.  Hitherto,  the  Marquis  Villadarias  had  com- 

\ 

manded  before  the  Town,  and  had  done  all  that  a  Man 
could  do,  in  a  very  bad  Seafon,  with  very  indifferent 
Troops.  King  Philip ,  however,  removed  him,  and 
fent  Marfhal  de  TeJse ,  a  Frenchman 9  with  the  Title  of 
Captain- General,  to  command  in  his  Place,  and  at  the 
fame  Time,  Baron  de  Pointis  was  ordered  to  fail  with 
his  Squadron  from  Cadiz  to  block  up  the  Place  by  Sea. 
This  being  performed,  the  Spaniards  made  no  doubt  of 

.  their 


z  See  the  1/  ndon  Gazette,  No.  4090.  Burchet,  Burnet,  Old- 
mixon,  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiltory. 
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their  being'quickly  Matters  of  the  City;  and  indeed  the 
Prince  of  Hejfe  found  the  French  General  fo  much  better 
acquainted  with  the  Art  of  War,  and  fo  much  better 
fupplied  with  all  Things  neceflary,  than  the  Spaniard 
had  been,  that  he  thought  it  requifite  to  fend  an  Exprefs 
diredly  to  Lijhon ,  to  defire  Sir  John  Leah  to  come  with 
all  imaginable  Speed  to  his  Afliftance*.  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes 
was  in  the  mean  Time  arrived  from  England ,  with  five 
third  Rates,  and  a  Body  of  Troops;  and  thefe  being 
Embarked,  Sir  John  failed  from  Lijhon  on  the  6th  of 
March . 

Upon  the  9th  of  the  fame  Month,  he  had  Sight  of 
Cape  Spartell ,  but  not  having  Light  enough  to  reach  the 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  he  thought  proper  to  lye  by,  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  being  difcovered  from  the  Spanijb  Shore,  intend¬ 
ing  to  furprize  the  Enemy  early  in  the  Morning ;  but, 
by  bad  Weather,  was  prevented  in  making  Sail,  as  foon 
as  he  intended.  About  half  an  Hour  paft  five,  he  was 
within  two  Miles  of  Cape  Cabretta ,  when  he  difcover¬ 
ed  only  five  Sail  making  out  of  the  Bay,  and  a  Gun 
fired  at  them  from  Europa  Point ;  whereupon,  con¬ 
cluding  the  Garrifon  was  fafe,  he  gave  Chafe  to  the 
Ships,  which  proved  to  be  The  Magnanimous  of  74  Guns, 
The  Lilly  of  86,  The  Ardent  of  66,  The  Arrogant  of 

60, 


a  It  was  the  great  Misfortune  of  King  Philip,  that  few  of 
the  Spanilh  Officers  were  able  to  ferve  him  effectually  ;  and  yet 
none  of  them  could  bear  the  Thoughts  of  ferving  under  French 
Men.  His  making  Marffial  de  Telle  Captain-General,  gave 
exceffive  Offence,  infomuch,  that  many  of  the  principal  No¬ 
bility,  and  fome  who  had  confiderable  Offices  about  his  Perfon, 
entered  into  Intrigues  for  driving  him  out  again.  Quincy, 
Hiftoire  Militaire,  p.  441,  Memoires  de  la  Torres,  Lam- 
berti,  &c. 
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•  6o>  and  ^  Marquis  of  56.  At  firft,  they  made  for 

the  Barbary  Shore ;  but  feeing  our  Fleet  gained  upon 
them,  they  flood  for  the  Spanijh  Shore  :  At  nine  o’Clock 
Sir  Thomas  Dilkes ,  on  Board  her  Majefty’s  Ship  Revenge, 
together  with  The  Newcajlle ,  Antelope ,  Expedition,  and 
a  Dutch  Man  of  War,  got  within  half  Gun-fhot  of  The 
Arrogant ,  and  after  a  very  little  Refinance,  fhe  ftruck, 
Tne  Newcastle's  Boat  getting  in  firft  on  Board  her.  Be¬ 
fore  one  o  Clock,  The  Ardent ,  and  The  Marquis  with 
t\;vo  Dutch  Men  of  War,  and  The  Magnanimous ,  with 
TIjO  Lilly ,  ran  afhore  a  little  to  the  V^eftward  of  Adar- 
heUa.  1  he  former,  which  the  Baron  de  Pointis  was  on 
boaid  o;,  ran  afhore  with  fo  much  Force,  that  all  her 
Malts  came  by  the  Board  as  fcon  as  fhe  flruck  upon 
the  Ground,  and  only  her  Hull,  from  the  Taffril  to  the 
Midfhips,  remained  above  Water,  which  the  Enemy 
fet  Fire  to  in  the  Night,  as  they  did  to  The  Lilly  next 
Morning.  After  the  Engagement  was  over,  our  Squa¬ 
dron  got  farther  from  the  Shore,  and  on  the  12th,  look¬ 
ed  into  Malaga  Road,  where  her  Majefty’s  Ships,  The 
Swallow  and  Leopard ,  chafed  a  French  Merchant-Man 
afhore,  about  300  Tons,  which  the  Enemy  burnt. 
The  reft  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships,  having  been  blown  from 
their  Anchors  fome  Days  before  Sir  John's  Arrival,  took 
fhelter  in  Malaga-Bay  \  and  foon  after,  hearing  the  Re¬ 
port  of  our  Guns,  cut  their  Cables,  and  made  the  belt 
of  their  Way  to  Toulon  b.  Upon  this,  Marfhal  de  Tejfe, 
finding  it  abfolutely  in  vain  to  continue  the  Siege,  formed 
a  Blockade,  and  withdrew  the  reft  of  his  Troops.  M. 

Pointis 


b  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon :  but  all  thefe  are  taken  from 
the  Account  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  No.  4116. 
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Pointis  was  well  received  at  the  Court  of  France ,  not- 
Withftanding  his  Misfortune,  neither  did  the  Marfhal  dc 
Tejj'e  meet  with  any  Check  on  Account  of  his  Behavi¬ 
our;  and  indeed  it  would  have  been  hard  if  he  had,  fince 
he  had  done  all  that  Man  could  do,  there  having  been 
thrown  into  Gibraltar ,  by  the  15th  of  March ,  New 
Stile,  more  than  8000  Bombs,  and  upwards  of  70,000 
Cannon-fhot  fired,  though  to  very  little  Purpofe  c. 

While  thefe  great  Things  were  doing  in  the  Medl - 
terranean ,  Sir  George  Byng  was  fent  with  a  fmall  Squa¬ 
dron  of  Cruizers,  into  the  Soundings.  He  failed  in  .the 
latter  End  of  January^  with  a  large  and  rich  Fleet  of 
outward-bound  Merchant-fhips.  As  foon  as  he  had  feen 
thefe  fafe  into  the  Sea,  he  difpofed  of  his  Squadron  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  as  he  thought  moft  proper  For  fccuring 
our  own  Trade,  and  from  meeting  with  the  French 
Privateers.  Amongft  other  new  Regulations  which  had 
been  the  Confequence  of  the  Merchants  Complaint,  one 
was  the  fending  a  Flag-Officer  to  have  the  conftant  DI- 
reftion  of  the  Cruiziers ;  which  in  this  Cafe  appeared  3 
very  wife  Provifion,  fince  Sir  George  Byng ,  by  this  Dif- 
pofition  of  his  Ships,  wras  fo  fortunate  as  to  take  from 
the  Enemy  a  Man  of  War  of  44  Guns,  12  Privateers, 
and  7  Merchant-fhips,  moft  of  which  were  richly  laden 

from 


c  The  Obftinacy  of  the  two  Courts.,  in  obliging  their  Ge¬ 
nerals  to  continue  this  Siege,  when  they  were  throughly  fen. 
fible  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  proved  tiie  Ruin"  of  their 
Affairs  in  Spain,  at  leaf!  for  that  Campaign  ;  and  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  Accident  of  the  Earl  of  Galway’s  lofing  his 
Arm  by  a  Cannon-Shot,  which  occafioned  the  raffing  the  Sie«-e 
of  Badajoz,  King  Philip  in  all  Probability  had  been  driven  out 
of  Spain.  Memoires  de  la  Torres,  Tom,  iv.  p.  204.  Quincy^ 
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from  the  Weft-Indies.  The  Number  of  Men  taken  on 
Board  was  2070,  and  of  Guns  334.  This  remarkable 
Succefs  made  a  great  Noife  at  that  time  ;  it  was  pub- 
liflied  by  particular  Directions  from  the  Court,  and  has 
been  fince  thought  worthy  of  being  inferted  in  a  General 
Hiltory ;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  Word  faid  of  the  whole 
Affair  by  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet ,  who  muft  have  known 
all  the  Particulars  of  it  as  well,  or  better  than  any  Man, 
which  renders  his  Omiffion  the  more  extraordinary. 
This  gave  fuch  a  Blow  to  the  French  Privateers,  that 
they  fcarce  ventured  into  the  Channel  all  the  Year  after, 
but  chofe  rather  to  fail  Northward,  in  Hopes  of  meeting 
with  fome  of  our  Ships  homeward-bound  from  the  Bal¬ 
iuk* [.  - 

W e  are  now  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Exploits  that 
were  performed  by  the  Grand  Fleet,  which  was  com¬ 
manded 


d  See  the  Gazette,  No.  4107,  Sir  George  took  at  this  Time 
the  following  Prizes. 

PRIVATEERS.  Guns.  Men. 


The  Thetis,  a  Man  of  War  of 

Defmaria  — — —  - 

Philippo - - 

Conftable  — . . . . 

Volear  — - - - - 

Royal  - - *  — 

Beringnen  - - - — 

Sanfpareil  • — - -  » - * - 

Mi  nerve  ■  .  - - 

Marveilleux  - . . . 

Poftboy  — — - —  — 

Bonaventure  - - - 

Admirable  —  -  ■  ■  ...  ■>— ■— 


44 

250 

36 

240 

22  — 

— •  220 

30 

-  210 

28 

210 

26  — 

-  200 

24 

—  l6o 

20  — 

*35 

16  ■ — 

92 

14 

-  85 

10  — 

—  7° 

10  — 

70 

12  — 

75 

As  alfo  feven  French  Merchant- Ships^  moil  of  them  richly 
laden  from  the  Weil -Indies. 
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manded  by  the  famous  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Mon - 
mouthy  and  Sir  Cloudcfey  Shovel ,  as  joint  Admirals ;  and  the 
Jirft  Orders  they  received,  were,  to  proceed  for  the  Medi¬ 
terranean^  with  the  Force  then  ready,  which  amounted 
to  29  Sail  of  Line  of  Battle  Ships,  befides  Frigates,  Fire- 
£hips,  Bombs,  and  other  fmall  Craft e.  On  the  nth 
of  June  they  arrived  in  the  River  of  Lijbon ,  where  they 
found  Sir  John  Leake ,  with  his  Squadron,  in  great  want 
of  Provifions  ;  upon  which  the  Admiral  ordered  them 
to  be  fupplied  out  of  the  Stores  brought  from  England \ 
and  that  for  four  Months  whole  Allowance.  On  the 
15th  of  June  a  Council  of  War  was  held,  at  which 
were  prefent  the  joint  Admirals,  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne , 
Sir  John  Leake ,  Sir  Thomas  D likes ,  and  John  Norris , 
then  Captain  to  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ;  of  the  Dutch , 
Admiral  Allemonde ,  Vice-Admiral  Waffenaer ,  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Vanderduffen ,  and  Rear-Admiral  De  Jonge  ;  where¬ 
in  it  was  determined  to  put  to  Sea  with  48  Ships  of  the 
Line,  Englijh  and  Dutch ,  and  difpofe  them  in  fuch  a 
Station  between  Cape  Spartell  and  the  Bay  of  Cadiz , 
as  might  belt  prevent  the  Junction  of  the  French  Squa¬ 
dron  from  Toulon  and  Breft  f. 

On 


e  Burchet,  Burnet,  Qldmixon.  Sir  Cloudcfly  Shovel  was  the 
Seaman  picked  out  by  the  oppofite  Party  to  rival  Sir  George 
Rooke,  and  mighty  Expectations  were  raifed  on  Account  of 
his  being  at  the  Head  of  the  grand  Fleet.  There  was  like- 
wife  a  good  deal  of  Pains  taken  to  equip  the  Ships  he  was  to 
command  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  he  might  want  nothing 
abroad ;  but  by  his  Activity  this  Year,  juitify  their  Cenfures  of 
what  was  done  the  laft.  f  We  have  a  large  Account  of 

this,  in  the  Earl  of  Peterborough’s  Cenduft  in  Spain,  written 
by  Doaor  Freind,  and  in  the  Partial  Enquiry  into  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  that  War,  we  have  a  Copy  of  the  Relolutions  taken 
in  that  very  Council. 


I 
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On  the  22d  of  June ,  Sir  CloudeJIey  Shove! *  with  th* 
Fleet,  failed  for  Lijbon  ;  from  thence  he  failed  to  Altea* 
Bay,  and  there  took  in  his  Catholick  Majefty,  who 
prefled  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  to  make  an  immediate 
Attempt  on  the  City  of  Barcelona ,  and  the  Province 
of  Catalonia  ;  where  he  was  allured  the  People  were 
well  affedted  to  him.  This  being  agreed  to,  the  Fleet 
failed  accordingly  to  Barcelona  on  the  12th  of  Augujl * 
After  the  T  roops  were  debarked,  there  were  many 
Difputes,  whether  the  Siege  fhould,  or  fhould  not,  be 
undertaken  ;  but  at  laft  the  Affirmative  carried  it ;  and 
then  a  Propofal  was  made,  that  the  Fleet  fhould  land 
2500  Men,  excluflve  of  the  Marines,  and  that  the 
Dutch  fhould  land  600  of  their  Men  ;  which  was  a- 
greed  to  5  on  Condition,  however,  that  on  the  firfl:  cer¬ 
tain  Intelligence  of  the  French  Fleet’s  being  at  Sea,  both 
Seamen  and  Marines  fhould  embark  immediately.  It 
v/as  next  deliberated  in  a  Council  of  War,  whether  the 
Admirals  Inftruftions,  in  Regard  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  y 
fhould  be  complyed  with  or  not ;  and  it  was  refolved, 
that  as  the  Winter  Seafon  was  advancing,  it  was  too  late 
for  the  Fleet  to  proceed  for  the  Coafl  of  Italy :  And  at 
the  fame  Council  of  War  it  was  determined  to  return 
to  England  the  firfl  fair  Wind  after  the  20 th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  s. 

On 


g  It  is  very  clear  from  the  original  Papers  which  have  been 
printed  in  relation  to  this  Affair,  that  the  Admiral  from  the 
Time  of  his  coming  before  Barcelona,  to  the  Reducing  of  that 
City,  did  all  that  was  in  his  Power  for  the  Service  of  King 
Charles ;  and  it  likewife  appears  from  the  Letters  of  the  Prince 
of  Heffe  to  him,  that  he  was  the  Perfon  principally  depended 
upon  by  his  Catholick  Majefty,  and  to  whom  he  conftantly 

applied 


! 


Of  £>ueen  ANNE.  417 

On  the  3d  of  September ,  the  Prince  of  HeJJe  having 
formed  a  Scheme  for  attacking  P'ort  Mountjuic ,  it 
was  put  in  Execution  ;  and  though  it  colt  his  Highnefs 
his  Life,  yet,  through  the  extraordinary  Bravery  of  the 

Earl  of  Peterborough  who  renewed  the  Attack,  it  was 

< 

taken.  This  giving  a  happy  ProfpeCt  of  the  Reducti¬ 
on  of  the  Place,  the  Gunners  and  Carpenters  demand¬ 
ed  by  my  Lord  Peterborough ,  were  ordered  by  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel  to  be  in  conftant  Readinefs  to  land. 
After  this  Succefs,  the  Siege  was  pufhed  with  great  Vi¬ 
gour  ;  the  Trenches  were  opened  the  9th,  and  Batteries 
raifed  for  50  Guns  and  20  Mortars.  His  Catholick 
Majefty  having  at  length  confented  to  it,  our  Bomb- 
Veflels  threw  412  Shells  into  the  Town;  and  eight 
Englifh  and  Dutch  Ships ,  under  the  Command  of  Sir 
Stafford  Fairborne ,  being  appointed  to  cannonade  it 
from  the  Sea,  while  the  Cannon  from  the  Batteries  and 
Fort  continued  to  do  the  like  afliore,  the  Viceroy  de- 
lired  to  capitulate  the  2 3d,"  and  the  Capitulation  being 
ligned  the  28th,  the  Gate  and  Baftion  of  St.  Angelo  was 
delivered  up  the  fame  Day,  and  the  whole  City  in  a  few 
Days  after.  The  Surrender  of  this  Capital  of  Catalonia 
fo  lengthened  King  Charles's  Party,  that  the  whole 
Kingdom,  Ro/es  only  excepted,  fubmitted  foon  after  h. 
Vol.  III.  E  e  All 


applied  when  diftreffed  by  his  Wants,  or  vexed  by  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  s  Humours,  It’s  no  lefs  clear  from  the  fame 
Letters  that  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  applied  to  him  in  like 
Manner  in  ail  his  Difficulties,  and  was  conilantly  affilted  and 
relieved  ;  fo  that  one  may  fafely  Alfert,  that  Sir  Cloudefly 
Shovel  was  the  Soul  of  this  Expedition,  and  that  without  him 
nothing  was,  nor  indeed  could  be,  done. 

Burchet,  Burnet,  Oidmixon,  Complete  Hillory  of  Europe, 
or  1705,  Life  of  Queen  Anne, 
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All  the  World  knows,  that  the  Reduction  of  Bar - 
y  celona  has  been  confidered  as  one  of  the  mod  extraordi¬ 
nary  Events  that  fell  out  in  this,  or,  perhaps,  in  any 
modern  War  ;  and  though  we  have  already  many  Accounts 
of  it,  which  feem  to  attribute  it,  fome  to  one  Thing, 
fome  to  another  ;  yet  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  nothing 
but  the  Afliftance  given  by  our  Fleet  could  polTibly  have 
reduced  it.  When  there  wanted  Men  to  carry  on  the 
Works,  thefe  were  fpared  from  the  Fleet  ;  fo  were 
Carpenters  and  Engineers.  While  our  Army  was  before 
the  Place,  Captain  Loads  was  fent  to  reduce  Denia,  and 
Captain  Cavendijh  to  take  Eerragona ,  both  which  they 
efFe&ed.  When  Artillery  was  wanted,  it  was  landed 
from  the  Fleet,  and  when  Ammunition  was  wanted  for 
this  Artillery,  all  the  24  and  18  Pound  Shot  were  land¬ 
ed  for  the  Supply  of  the  Batteries,  except  as  much  as 
would  fupply  thirty  Rounds  ;  and  when  the  City  was 
taken,  and  a  Garrifon  eftablifhed  thereby  King  Charles 
the  Third,  the  Fleet  landed  1800  Barrels  of  Gun-Pow¬ 
der,  8  Brafs  Cannon,  and  all  the  3  Pound  Shot  they 
had.  On  the  ift  of  Oftober  it  was  refolved  in  a  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War,  that  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  fhould  proceed  for 
England  with  the  bed  Part  of  the  Fleet;  that  Sir  yohn 
Leake ,  with  a  ftrong  Squadron,  fliould  be  left  in  the 
Mediterranean  ;  that  fix  Ships  ftiould  be  left  to  attend 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough ,  two  more  remain  at  Gibraltar , 
and  a  third  and  fourth  Rate  be  employed  in  cruizing  for 

the  homeward-bound  Brazil  Fleet1.  In  Purfuance  of 

thefe 


1  In  order  to  convince  the  Reader  of  the  Truth  of  what  has 
been  afferted,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  lay  before  him  part  o  a 
Letter  written  by  Sir  Cioudefley  to  his  Royal  Highneis  trie 
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thefe  Refolutioiis,  Sir  Cloudefley ,  with  19  Ships  of  the 
Line,  and  Part  of  the  Dutch  Fleets  palled  the  Streigbts 
on  the  1 6th  of  October,  and  arrived  happily  at  Spithead 
on  the  26th  of  November  following,  after  as  glorious  a 

E  e  2  Sea- 


Lord  High  Admiral,  dated  October  12,  1705.  Containing 
an  Account  of  whatpaft  in  the  laft  Days  of  this  Siege. 

^  0  The  17th,  our  Battery  of  thirty  Guns  was  opened,  and 
fourteen  of  them  began  to  play,  with  very  great  Execution, 
^  upon  that  Part  of  the  Wall  where  the  Breach  was  defigned  ; 
Farl  of  Peterborough  came  aboard,  and  reprefented  to 
us  ^ie  great  Neccffity  he  laboured  under  for  want  of  Mo- 
4<  ney  for  fubfifting  the  Army,  and  carrying  on  the  Siege  of 
**  Barcelona,  and  the  Services  in  Catalonia,  and  in  very  pref- 
f(  hng  Circumftances,  defired  the  Affifiance  of  the  Fleet  ;  upon 
^  which  our  Flag  Officers  came  to  the  enclofed  Refolution, 
to  lend  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  Forty  Thoufand  Dollars  out 

*  ^he  Contingent  and  fhort  Allowance  Money  of  the 
‘  Fleet.  The  19th,  we  came  .to  thefe  Relolutions,  viz.  To 
‘  remain  longer  before  Barcelona  than  was  agreed  on  at  firfi, 

4  to  give  all  the  Affifiance  in  our  Power,  and  to  lay  a  Fire- 
‘  Ship  alhore,  with  two  hundred  Barrels  of  Powder  ;  and  a 
4  furtber  Demand  being  made  for  Guns  for  the  Batteries,  we 
la°ded  fourteen  more,  which  made  up  in  all  72  Guns, 
t  wFereof  3°  vvere  twenty -four  Pounders  that  we  landed  here, 
with  their  Utenfiis  and  Ammunition.  We  continue  to 

*  bombard  the  Town  from  the  Sea,  as  our  fmall  Store  of 

*  ShelIs* *  and  the  Weather  will  permit.  The  20th,  a  De- 
mand  was  made  for  more  Shot,  and  we  called  together  the 
Enghfh  Flag-Officers,  and  came  to  a  Refolution  to  fuppjy 

<<  d  Patteides  all  the  twenty-four  and  twenty-eight 

*  PouJnd  $ho}>  excePt  a  very  fmall  Quantity,  which  was  ac- 
“  cordmgl y  done. 
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The  2 2d,  the  Prince  of  Lichenfiein,  and  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  having  defired,  at  the  Requefi  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  that  the  Town  of  Lerida  might,  for  its  Security, 
be  f urn irned  with  about  fifty  Barrels  of  Powder  ;  and  a  fur¬ 
ther  Supply  of  Shot  being  demanded  for  the  Batteries  alhore 
it  was  confidered  at  a  Council  of  War,  and  we  came  to 
tne  enclofed  Refolutions,  viz.  To  furnifh  fifty  Barrels  of 
ow  er  for  Lerida,  and  to  fend  fo  many  more  twenty-four 
and  eighteen  Pound  Shot  alhore,  as  would  reduce  the 

“  Englifia 


naval  bistort 


Sea-Campaign,  as  either  our  felves  or  our  Allies  could 
expetft  k. 

It  is  but  juft,  in  fuch  a  Hiftory  as  this,  to  mention 
our  Lodes  as  well  as  our  Succefles :  Among  thefe  I  was 
in  fome  Doubt,  wrhether  I  ought  to  reckon  the  taking 
a  great  Part  of  our  homeward-bound  Baltick  Fleet,  with 
their  Convoy,  confiding  of  three  Men  of  War,  by  the 
Dunkirk  Squadron,  of  which  we  have  a  large  Account 
in  the  French  Hiftorians  ;  I  fay,  I  was  in  fome  Doubt 
about  this,  as  finding  no  Notice  taken  of  it,  either  by 
Mr.  Burchet  or  our  Gazettes  ;  but,  as  I  am  fatisfied 
that  the  Dutch  Writers  would  not  be  partial  to  our  E- 
nemies  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  relate 
the  Fail  as  it  is  dated  by  them.  The  Count  de  St .  Paul, 
after  the  Death  of  the  famous  John  Dubart ,  was  looked 
upon  as  the  bed  Seaman  in  France ,  and  therefore  was 
promoted  to  the  Command  of  the  Dunkirk  Squadron, 
in  the  Room  of  Monf.  de  Pointis .  We  had  a  Squadron 

under  the  Command  of  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes ,  to  watch 

-  * 


that  Port,  and  another  in  the  Soundings ;  yet  Mr.  de  St. 
Paul  found  Means  to  get  out  with  his  Squadron,  con¬ 
fiding  of  five  Men  of  War  and  five  Privateers,  and  were 
joined  at  Sea  by  feveral  other  Privateers.  On  the  20th  of 
October,  O.  S.  they  fell  in  with  our  Baltick  Fleet,  and 

having 


“  Englifti  to  thirty  Rounds,  as  likewife  to  be  farther  Affiftant 
44  upon  timely  Notice. 

“  The  23d  at  Night,  our  Breach  being  made,  and  all 
44  Things  prepared  for  an  Attack,  the  Town  was  again  fum- 
«  inoned,  and  they  defired  to  capitulate,  and  Hoftages  were 
44  exchanged  ;  on  our  Side,  Brigadier  Stanhope,  and  on  the 
«  Enemies,  the  Marquis  de  Rivera;  and  all  Hodilities  ceafed”. 
k  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Sec. 
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having  directed  Mr.  Dubart ,  with  one  of  the  Men  of 
War  and  the  Privateers,  to  fecure  as  many  of  the  Eng- 
lifk  Ships  as  poffible,  Mr.  de  St.  Paul ,  with  the  other  three 
Men  of  War,  attacked  the  Convoy,  which  made  a 
very  gallant  Defence,  but  was  at  laft  forced  to  yield, 
and  the  Count  d’llliers ,  who  commanded  after  the  Death 
of  Mr.  de  St.  Paul  (who  was  {hot  in  the  Midft  of  the 
Adlion  with  a  Mufquet  Ball)  carried  our  three  Men  of 
War,  and  twelve  Merchant- (hips,  into  Dunkirk.  I  am 
extreamly  furprized  not  to  find  the  lead  Notice  of  this  in 
any  Memoir-Writers ;  but  before  I  part  with  this  Fa£t,  I 
muft  remark  a  very  extraordinary  Saying  of  Lewis  NIV. 
when  the  News  was  brought  him  at  Ver failles.  The 
Perfon  who  told  it,  thought  the  King  received  him  very 
coldly,  and  repeated  it  therefore  pretty  loud,  that  there 
were  3  Engli[h  Men  of  War,  and  12  Merchant-Men, 
carried  into  Dunkirk.  Very  well ,  returned  the  King, 
with  a  Sigh  j  I  wijh  they  were  all  fafe  in  any  Englifli 
Pont ,  if  that  would  reflore  me  Mr.  de  St.  Paul.  This 
was  certainly  a  very  noble  and  generous  Speech,  and  it 
was  by  fuch  Teftimonies  of  Refpedt  as  thefe,  that  in 
the  Midft  of  his  Misfortunes  the  French  King  always 
maintained  a  Succeffion  of  brave  Officers,  ever  ready  to 
expofe  their  Lives  in  his  Service  K 

E  e  3  At 


1  This  I  take  from  a  private  Letter  from  Paris,  published  in 
the  Mercure  Hitforique,  1705,  and  it  is  confirmed  likewife  by 
Father  Daniel,  and  other  Hiftorians.  Her  Majeity  Queen  Anne 
fhewed  no  lefts  Regard  to  Merit  on  a  Recommendation  from  his 
Catholic  Majefly.  Captain  John  Norris  (whom  I  take  to  be  the 
worthy  Sir  John  Norris,  now  living)  having  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  an  extraordinary  Manner  in  the  Attac  of  Fort  Montjuic 
King  Charles  III.  was  pleafed  to  write  a  Letter  in  his  Favour 
to  the  Queen,  who  knighted  him,  and  made  him  a  prelent  of 
a  tnouland  Guineas. 
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At  home  we  had  this  Year  a  fignal  Inftance  of  Na¬ 
val  Difcipline,  which  therefore  deferves  a  Place  in  this 
Work.  One  Captain  Crofs ,  who  commanded  The  Elu 
zabeth,  gave  her  up  to  the  French  in  the  Channel,  after  a 
very  flight  Defence.  He  was  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  on 
Board  The  Triumph ,  on  the  25th  of  Augujl ,  Sir  George 
Byng  being  Prefident,  and  having  12  Captains  to  aflift 
him.  It  appeared  there,  that  he  (hewed  the  utmoft 
Signs  of  Fear,  which  intimidated  the  Men,  and  that  if 
he  had  behaved  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  the  Enemy 
might  have  been  repulfed,  and  the  Ship  faved.  He  of* 
feVed  feveral  Things  in  his  Defence,  fuch  as  that,  his 
Surgeon  was  flck,  and  many  of  the  Men  were  drunk, 
and  would  not  do  their  Duty ;  but,  upon  a  full  Hear* 
ing,  he  was  declared  guilty  of  Negledt  of  Duty,  and 
the  Sentence  pronounced  upon  him  was,  that  he  (hould 
be  cafhiered,  rendered  incapable  to  ferve  her  Majefty  in 
any  Capacity,  forfeit  all  the  Arrears  due  to  him,  and  re¬ 
main  a  Prifoner  for  Life  m. 

Our  Trade  efcaped,  generally  fpeaking,  better  this 
Year,  than  it  had  done  formerly  ;  for  in  the  Month  of 
November  there  arrived  ten  Eafl-India  Ships,  that  had 
for  fome  Time  put  into  Ireland  :  A  few  Days  after  there 
came  thirty  Wejl-India  Men  into  the  Downs ,  and  the 
very  fame  Day  nineteen  Veflels  from  Barbadoes ,  which 
were  given  over  for  loft.  Yet  ail  this  could  not  quiet  the 

Merchants 


m  The  Evidence  again#  this  Man  was  very  full  and  clear, 
and  a  Refolution  having  been  taken  to  preferve  for  the  future 
very  ftridt  Difcipline  in  the  Navy,  it  was  refolved  to  make 
fuch  an  Example  of  him  as  he  deferved  ;  and  this  it  was  that 
induced  the  Queen  to  fuller  this  Sentence  to  be  put  in  Execution 
without  any  Mitigation,  except  as  to  his  Imprifonment, 


I 
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Merchants  ;  they  Hill  exclaimed  grievoufly  againft  the  ^ 
Lord  High  Admiral’s  Council,  and  1  lungs  role  to  fuch 
a  Hei°hth,  that  I  find  in  fome  of  the  Dutch  Papers  o 
that  Time,  that  it  was  expend  the  Queen  would  have 
reftored  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  that  his  Royal  Higt- 
nefs  would  be  created  Lord  High  Conftableof  England : 
but  by  Degrees  this  Affair  blew  over,  for  the  Prince  s 
Council  were  extreamly  wife  in  one  Particular;  they 
conftantly  printed  large  Vindications  of  their  Conduft, 
and  accounted  fo  plaufibly  for  every  Thing  that  was 
charged  upon  them,  that  it  was  a  few  only,  and 
thofe  too  well  verfed  in  Maritime  Affairs,  who  were  able 
to  dift inguifh  where  they  were  right,  or  where  they  were 
■wrong ;  fo  that  they  never  wanted  a  ftrong  Party  for 
them  amongft  the  People  ;  and  even  at  this  Day  it  is  a 
Thing  very  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impracticable  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  Complaints  that  were  excited  by 
a  Spirit  of  Party,  and  thofe  that  were  really  grounded 

in  their  Mifcarriages  or  Negleds n. 

In  this  Year  our  Succeffes  had  been  fo  great  both  by 

Sea  and  Land,  and  there  appeared  fo  fair  a  Profpe£t  of 

E  e  4  humbling 


n  Bifhop  Burnet  gives  a  very  different  Account  of  our  Affairs 
at  Sea  in  this  Year,  from  thofe  that  I  have  already  cited  from 
him  and  therefore  it  is  but  juft  that  I  fhould  give  the  Reader 
this,’  “  Our  Affairs  at  Sea  were  more  prosperous  this  Year, 
“  than  they  had  been  formerly.  In  the  beginning  of  this  Sea- 
«  fon  our  Cruizers  took  fo  many  of  the  French  Privateers, 
«  thaj  we  had  fome  Thoufands  of  their  Seamen  in  our  Hands. 
“  We  kept  fuch  a  Squadron  before  Breft,  that  the  french 
«  Ffcet  did  not  think  fit  to  venture  out,  and  their  Toulon 
«  Squadron  had  i'uffered  fo  much  in  the  Adions  of  the  former 
«  Years,  that  they  either  could  rot,  or  would  not  venture  out  : 
«<  By  this  means,  our  Navigation  was  fafe,  and  our  Trade  was 
“  profperous”. 
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humbling  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  in  Flanders,  and  of 
driving  them  out  of  Spain,  that  when  her  Majefty 
thought  fit  to  recommend  the  Spanijh  War  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  Manner  to  Parliament,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
immediately  voted  250,000/.  for  the  Profecution  of 
thofe  Succefles ;  and  for  the  whole  Service  of  Spain , 
dunng  the  feeding  Year,  they  gave  no  lefs  than 
72  .740  4  Afterwards  they  voted  for  the  Supply  of  the 
ea  Service,  for  the  Year  1706,  40,000  Men,  including 
the  Marines ;  they  then  voted  120,000/.  for  the  Ordi- 
nary  of  the  Navy  j  10,000  /.  to  the  Office  of  OnWe, 
for  the  Works  at  Portfmouth ,  and  18,298/.  17  j,  one 
arching,  for  Ordnance  Stores  and  Carriages  for  the  eight 

new  Ships  built  to  fupply  the  Lofs  of  fuch  as  perifted 
in  the  great  Storm  °. 

After  fo  generous  a  Supply,  the  Miniltry  had  no- 

t  mg  to  think  of,  but  how  to  employ  it  in  fuch  a  Man¬ 
ner,  as  that  thofe,  upon  whom  it  was  raifed,  might  be 
fatisfied  that  it  was  laid  out  for  their  Service  ;  and  this 
produced  a  Refolution  of  equipping  a  numerous  Fleet 
as  early  as  it  was  poffible :  But  it  being  found  by  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  it  was  limply  impracticable  to  man  the  Na¬ 
vy,  as  the  Laws  then  flood,  both  Houfes,  to  fhew 
their  earneft  Defire  to  put  Maritime  Affairs  into  the 
belt  Condition  poffible,  came  to  certain  Refolutions, 
upon  which  a  Bill  was  brought  in,  that  perfectly  anf- 
wered  its  Purpofe  for  that  Time,  and  enabled  Sir  Cloude/ley 
S hovel  t0  man  the  ]arSe  ^eet  that  was  intended  for  the 

Mediterranean 

1 

See  the  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  Ye  a? 
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Mediterranean  Service  p.  This,  with  the  fettling  the 
Terms  of  the  Union,  were  the  Matters  which  principally 
took  up  the  Attention  of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
While  the  Houfe  was  yet  fetting.  Sir  Edward  Whitaker 
had  Orders  to  aflemble  a  Squadron  to  convey  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  to  Holland ,  which  he  did  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Month  of  Aprils  and  having  feen  the 
Yachts  fafe  into  the  Maize ,  returned  by  the  Middle  of 
the  Month 

Before 


p  The  Houfe  came  to  thefe  Refolutions  on  Thurfday  the 
14th  of  March,  1705-6,  and  it  is  neceffiry,  that  the  Reader 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  them.  In  few  Words,  then 
they  were,  1.  That  in  order  to  Man  the  Navy  for  this  Year, 
the  Juftices  of  Peace,  and  other  Civil  Magifirates,  be  impower- 
ed  and  di reded  to  make  Search  after  Seamen  that  lay  concealed. 
2.  That  the  faid  Juflices  and  Civil  Magifirates  caufe  fuch  Sea¬ 
men,  when  found,  to  be  delivered  to  fuch  Perfons,  as  fhould' 
be  appointed  to  receive  them.  3.  That  a  Penalty  fhould  be 
laid  upon  fuch  Perfons  as  fhould  prefume  to  conceal  Seamen. 
4.  That  a  Reward  be  given  to  fuch  Perfons  as  fnould  difcover* 
and  take  up  fuch  hidden  Seamen.  5.  That  Condud-Money 
be  allowed.  6.  That  Seamen  being  turned  over  from  one 
Ship  to  another,  fhould  receive  the  Wages  due  on  the  former 
Ship.  7.  That  able-bodied  Land-Men  be  raifed  for  the  Sea- 
Service.  To  bring  thefe  Refolutions  to  Effed,  they  ordered, 
that  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  for  the  Encouragement 
and  Encreafe  of  Seamen,  Sec.  was  committed,  fhould  have 
Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes  purfuant  thereunto,  and 
to  receive  a  Claufe  for  difeharging  fuch  Seamen,  and  other  in- 
folvent  Pnfoners  as  were  in  Prifon  for  Debt,  and  delivering 
them  into  her  Majeflies  Service  on  board  the  Fleet.  Which  be¬ 
ing  pa  e  into  an  Ad,  received  the  Royal  Aifenton  the  Nine- 
teenth  The  fame  Day  the  Lords  addreffed  her  Majefiy  on  the 
fame  Subjed,  praying  her  to  take  it  into  her  Royal  Care,  and 
employ  proper  Perfons  to  confider  of  effedual  Means  to  re- 
Lore  the  Difcipline  of  the  Navy,  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
the  Parliament  the  beginning  of  the  next  Sefiion.  Purfuant  to 
which,  her  Majefly  a  few  Days  after,  caufed  a  long  Procla- 
mation  to  be  published  for  the  better  putting  in  Execution  the 
P^i^ent  ab°ve  mentioned.  *  Burchet,  Oidmixcn, 

Anne  C&c  °f  Bur0Pe  f°r  Che  1  ?q6>  ^lfe  of  ^en 
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Before  we  mention  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Fleet,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  an  Account  of  the 
Behaviour  of  Sir  John  Leake ,  whom  we  lately  left 
fleering  his  Courfe  for  the  River  of  Lijkon .  In  that 
Paffage  he  had  the  Misfortune  to  meet  with  worfe  Wea¬ 
ther,  and  more  contrary  Winds,  than  was  ufual  in  thofe 
Seas,  or  in  that  Seafon  r.  This  unforefeen  Accident, 
reduced  the  Englijh  Squadron  to  fome  Streights  forPro- 
vifions ;  and  the  Dutch ,  who  are  much  heavier  Sailors, 
to  far  greater.  However,  when  they  were  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent ,  they  met  The  Pembroke ,  Roebuck ,  and  Falcon , 
which  efcorted  a  fmall  Fleet  of  Victuallers,  that  could 
not  have  arrived  more  opportunely,  or  have  been  con- 
fequently  more  welcome.  On  his  coming  to  LiJbony 
Sir  John  Leake  had  fome  Propofals  made  him  by  the 
Portugueze  Miniftry  which  were  thought  altogether  im¬ 
practicable  in  the  then  Situation  of  Things,  and  there¬ 
fore  Sir  John  waved  complying  with  them.  In  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Month  of  February ,  came  Letters  from 
the  Admiralty ,  with  Advice  of  the  mighty  Preparations 
that  were  making  in  the  French  Ports,  and  the  Refolu- 
tion  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  to  fend  away 
their  Galleons  direftly  from  Cadiz ,  under  a  French 

i 

Convoy,  for  the  WeJI-Indies  \  which  Sir  John  was  di¬ 
rected  to  confider,  and,  if  poffible,  to  prevent ;  of  which 
mighty  Hopes  were  conceived  in  England ,  when  the 
News  were  made  public  3  Sir  John  being  held  as  able, 

and 


r  See  DoClor  Freind’s  Account  of  the  Earl  of  Peterborough’s 
ConduCl,  and  the  impartial  Enquiry  into  the  Managements  of 
the  War  in  Spain ;  as  alfo  Burchet,  Lediard,  &c. 
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and  withal  as  fortunate  an  Admiral,  as  any  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  s. 

Upon  this  Intelligence,  he  called  a  Council  of  War 
on  the  16th  of  February ,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  to 
proceed  diredlly  with  the  Ships  then  ready,  which  were 
nine  3d  Rates,  one  4th,  two  Frigates,  two  Fire-fhips, 
and  one  Bomb-Velfel,  Englijh  \  fix  Ships  of  the  Line, 
one  Frigate,  two  Fire-fliips,  and  a  Bomb-Velfel,  Dutch  ; 
and  with  thefe,  in  cafe  the  Galleons  were  in  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Cadiz ,  to  enter  it  direfily,  if  Wind  and  Wea- 

\ 

ther  would  permit,  and  either  take  or  deftroy  them.  On 
the  19th  another  Council  of  War  was  held,  before 
which  were  laid  a  Memorial  of  the  Fortugueze  Miniftry, 
diredted  to  Mr,  Methuen ,  in  relation  to  the  Home¬ 
ward-bound  Brazil  Fleet ;  and  ftridt  Inftrudlions  from 
the  Lord  High  Admiral,  for  fuccouring  his  Catholick 
Majefty  without  Delay.  Upon  mature  Deliberation, 
they  remained  fixed  to  their  former  Refolves,  with  thefe 
Additions  only,  that  as  foon  as  they  had  executed  their 
intended  Defign  on  the  Galleons,  they  would  make  fuch 
a  Detachment  as  the  Portugueze  defired  ;  and  as  foon 
as  they  were  joined  with  the  Ships  and  Tranfports  from. 

England 


s  This  Scheme  of  fending  fo  great  a  Fleet  into  the  Weft- 
Indies,  was  of  the  laft  Importance  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ; 
fince,  without  a  Supply  of  Money,  the  War  could  not  be 
carried  on  in  Europe  ;  as,  on  the  other  Hand,  there  was  little 
Hopes  of  preferving  the  Weft-Indies  in  a  due  Dependance  upon 
Spain,  without  furnifhing  them  from  time  to  time  with  proper 
Supplies. .  If,  therefore,  we  could  have  taken  the  Galleons 
at  this  Time,  it  is  moft  evident,  that  we  mu  ft  have  difappoint* 
&  £eir  De%ns>  which,  as  things  then  flood,  would  in 
all  Probability  have  obliged  King  Philip  to  retire  into  France, 
at  leait  for  the  prelent,  and  perhaps  have  put  it  out  qf  his 
power  to  return  to  Spain. 
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England  at  Gibraltar ,  whither  they  intended  to  repair, 
they  would  inflantly  fleer 'their  Courfe  for  the  Coaft 
01  Catalonia .  When  thefe  Refolutions  were  formed, 
and  the  Day  fixed  for  the  Departure  of  our  Fleet,  Sir 
. John  Leake  acquainted  Mr.  Methuen ,  then  our  Ambafla- 
dor  at  the  Court  of  Portugal ,  that  it  would  be  neceflary- 
to  lay  an  Embargo  on  all  Ships  and  Veflels,  that  the 
Enemy  might  have  no  Intelligence  of  our  Defign  ;  and 
upon  Mr.  Methuen's  Application,  fuch  an  Order  was 
granted.  But  as  there  is  nothing  weaker,  or  at  leaft 
nothing  more  fubjedl  to  Difappointment,  than  human 
Policy,  fo  this  Point  that  was -thought  fo  neceflary  to 
our  Security,  proved,  by  an  Accident  alogether  unac¬ 
countable,  the  Ruin  of  our  Defign.  Sir  John  Leake 
failed  with  the  Fleet  under  his  Command  on  the  24th 
of  February  \  but,  when  he  arrived  before  Fort  St.  Julian , 
the  Duke  de  Cadaval ,  who  commanded  there,  difcharged 
firfl  feveral  Angle  Guns,  and  then  fired  the  Cannon  of  a 
whole  Baftion  upon  him.  This  furprized  the  Admiral 
very  much,  who  fending  to  know  the  Reafon  of  it, 
the  Duke  pretended  that  it  was  done  in  Purfuance  of 
the  Order  of  Embargo,  as  if  the  Court  of  Portugal 
could  poffibly  intend  to  detain  the  Fleet  of  the  Allies  in 
their  Harbour.  This  Difpute  hindered  Sir  John's  failing, 
fomewhat  more  than  twenty-four  Hours,  and  in  the  mean 
Firne  the  Portugueze ,  who  doubted  whether  the  Em¬ 
bargo  did  not  extend  to  the  Fleet  of  the  Allies,  fuffered 
five  Merchant-fhips,  two  of  which  were  Danes ,  and  were 
fuppofed  to  have  given  Notice  of  the  Defign,  to  go  out 

ot  the  Port  the  next  Day  after  the  Embargo  was  laid  h 

On 


1  It  was  very  juifly  fufpedted,  that  there  was  more  of 
Ireachery  than  oi  Miilake,  in  this  odd  Affair*  and  indeed, 

whoever 
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On  the  27th  Sir  John  Leake  reached  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cent ,  where  he  met  with  an  Eafterly  Wind,  which 
funk  fo  about  Noon,  that  it  became  calm.  Next  Morn- 

r  I 

ing,  however,  he  lay  fair  for  the  Galleons,  if  they 
had  come  out  before  the  Wind  would  fuffer  him  to 
reach  Cadiz.  But  that  Night  he  received  Advice,  that 
the  Galleons  had  failed  with  a  very  hard  Gale  at  Eaft, 
on  the  10th  of  March ,  N.  S.  the  27th  of  February  ac¬ 
cording  to  ours ;  fo  that  it  is  plain,  that  if  he  had  failed 
on  the  24th,  he  muft  have  met  them.  He  was  like- 
wife  informed,  that  they  confided  of  36  Sail,  that  is  to 
fay,  24  Galleons,  and  10  or  12  French  Privateers,  from 

f  > 

56  to  40  Guns,  who  were  ordered  to  fee  them  fafe  in¬ 
to  the  Sea.  Sir  John  fleered  after  them,  though  with 
little  Hopes  of  coming  up,  unlefs  the  Eaft  Wind  had 
left  them  when  they  were  at  the  Height  of  Cape  St. 
Vincent.  Next  Morning  he  faw  two  Sail  a-head,  to 
which  the  Fleet  gave  Chafe.  About  fix  the  Dutch 
Vice-Admiral  WaJJ'ener  took  one  of  them,  and  foon 
after  the  other  was  taken  by  The  Northumberland  ;  they 
proved  to  be  Spanijh  Ships  bound  for  the  Canaries ;  and 
as  they  failed  from  Cadiz  the  Day  after  the  Galleons,  it 
was  thought  needlefs  to  continue  the  chafe  longer  u. 

We 


Whoever  confults  the  Hiftory  of  the  War  in  Spain,  as  written 
under  the  Direction  of  Lord  Galway,  will  find  fufncient  Rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  the  French  had  always  a  ftrong  Party  in 
the  Court  of  Portugal,  who  made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  thwart 
vigorous  Meafures,  and  to  give  all  the  Checks  poffible  to 
the^  Schemes  formed  by  the  Allies,  for  pufhing  on  the  War 
with  Vigour,  from  the  Side  of  Portugal  ;  and  this  was  fome- 
times  fo  bare-faced,  that  Mr.  Methuen  was  conftrained  to 
threaten  them  into  better  Behaviour. 

u  The  Matters  of  thefe  two  Prizes,  owned  to  Sir  john 
Leake,  that  they  had  Intelligence  at  Cadiz  of  his  Defign, 

and 
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We  are  now  to  turn  our  Eyes  towards  the  Conduft 
of  King  Charles  III.  He  had  been  left  in  the  City  of 
Barcelona  with  a  very  Email  Force,  while  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  went  to  conquer  the  Kingdom  of  Valentia, 
which  he  very  happily  accomplilhed,  though  with  a 
very  inconfiderable  it  orce.  The  French  and  Spaniards 
in  the  mean  Time  were  proje&ing  the  Deftruftion  of 
King  Charles’s  Affairs  at  a  Blow  ;  and  it  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  their  Scheme  was  fo  well  laid,  that 
nothing,  but  a  few  untoward  Accidents,  could  have 
difappcinted  it.  T  his  Defign  of  theirs  was  to  fhut  him 
up  in  Barcelona ,  which  City  they  intended  to  attack  by 
Land  and  Sea,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of 
March ,  when  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  Thing  impoffi- 
ble  for  our  Fleet  to  have  fuccoured  him,  as  indeed  it 
would  have  proved.  The  Care  of  the  Land  Army 
was  committed  to  Marfhal  Tejf^  but  whether  he  really 
wanted  Activity  in  his  own  Nature,  or  was  fo  croffed  in 
all  his  Undertakings  by  the  Grandees  of  Spain ,  that  he 
could  do  nothing  ;  I  fay,  which  ever  was  the  Cafe,  fo 
it  was,  that  when  the  Count  de  Thouloufe  was  ready  to 
fail  with  the  French  Fleet  from  Toulon ^  the  Spanijh  Ar¬ 
my  was  in  no  Condition  to  form  the  Siege;  fo  that 
the  whole  Month  of  March  was  fpun  out  in  Prepara¬ 
tions,  and  the  Place  was  not  inverted  till  the  Beginning 

of 


and  that  this  induced  the  Galleons  to  fail  as  they  did.  Now, 
to  underitand  this  perfectly,  it  is  necelTary  to  obferve,  that  the 
Order  for  the  Embargo  was  obtained  on  the  22d.  The  two 
Tanilh  Ships  were  permitted  to  fail  on  the  23d.  Sir  John 
Leake  with  his  Fleet,  was  retarded,  as  we  have  related  in  the 

1  ext,  on  the  Evening  of  the  24th,  and  did  not  fail  till  late 
on  the  25  th. 
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of  April  w.  This  Defign  was  very  early  difcovered 
here,  and  Advice  was  fent  of  it  to  Sir  John  Leake  be¬ 
fore  he  failed  from  Lijbon  ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that 
either  the  Earl  of  Peterborough ,  or  King  Charles ,  ap¬ 
prehended  this  Mifchief  in  Time,  otherwife  the  King 

would  have  been  provided  with  a  better  Garrifon,  and 

* 

the  Place  have  been  put  into  a  Condition  of  making  a 
greater  Reliftance.  After  miffing  his  Defign  on  the 
Galleons,  the  Fleet,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  John 
Leakey  repaired  to  Gibraltar ,  where  he  received  a  Let¬ 
ter  from  his  Catholick  Majefty,  entreating  his  imme¬ 
diate  Affiftance,  in  Terms  which  fufficiently  difcovered 
the  Diftrefs  he  was  in,  and  the  Apprehenfions  he  was 
under 

The 


w  This  Account  I  have  taken  from  the  French  Hiitorians, 
Quincy,  Hiftoire  Militaire,  Tom.  v.  p.  204.  Lamberti,  Tom! 
iv.  p.  146.  P.  Daniel. 

x  The  Stile  and  Contents  of  King  Charles’s  Letter  to  Sir 
John  Leake,  are  fo  Angular,  that  they  certainly  deferve  the 
Reader’s  Notice. 

“  I  the  K  1  N  G. 

“  Admiral  Leake. 
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I  am  difpofed  to  take  upon  me  this  Occafion  to  advife 
you  the  high  Rife  this  Principality  and  my  Royal  Perfon 
is  found  in  9  for  I  make  no  Doubt  before  To-morrow  the 
Enemy  will  moleft  us.  They  have  already  Blockaded  me 
with  a  Squadron,  and  their  Army  is  now  almoft  in  Siaht 
of  this  City,  and  by  their  quick  Marches,  have  obtained 
lome  Polls,  which,  if  they  might  have  been  prevented 
would  very  much  have  hindered  their  De films 
‘‘ *  1  refolved,  although  I  find  myfelf  with  fuch  a  fmall 
Garnfon  (as  a  Thoufand  Men  of  regular  Troops,  and  four 
Hundred  Horfe)  not  to  leave  this  Place  j  for,  in  the  prefent 
Conjuncture,  I  have  conhdered,  that  my  going  hence  will 
be  the  Lofs  of  the  City,  and  confequently  of  all  the  other 
Places  winch  the  happy  Succefs  of  the  laft  Campaign  hath 

“  reduced 
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The  King’s  Fears  were  far  from  being  ill  founded. 
M.  'Tejfe  came  before  the  Place  with  a  numerous  Army^ 
and  the  Count  de  Tdhouloufe  landed  Ammunition  and 
Provifion  for  an  Army  of  30,000  Men  for  two  Months; 
fo  that  it  is  very  evident,  the  French  did  all  that  could 
be  expedfed  from  them  by  Sea ;  and  if  their  Endeavours 
had  been  as  well  feconded  on  Shore,  the  Place  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  loft.  But  it  fo  fell  out,  that  the  Sieur 
de  Lapara ,  their  Principal  Engineer,  was  far  enough 
from  being  a  perfect  Mafter  of  his  Trade.  He  made 
a  Miftake  at  the  Beginning,  which  loft  him  eight  or  ten 
Days  Time,  and  before  he  could  correct  this,  they  loft 
him  by  a  Shot  from  the  Place.  This  proved  an  irrepara¬ 
ble  Misfortune ;  for  though  he  was  but  an  indifferent 
Engineer,  yet  after  his  Death  it  appeared  they  had  not 
his  Equal,  fo  that  when  they  came  to  make  an  Affault 
on  the  Place,  they  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  Lofs. 
Thefe  Circumftances  I  thought  neceffary  to  be  related, 
previous  to  our  Account  of  Sir  John  Leake's  Proceedings; 
and  having  now  fhewn  the  Errors,  Miftakes,  and  Mis- 

1 

fortunes 


(t  reduced  to  my  Obedience  ;  for  which  Reafon,  it  is  my 
**  Opinion  to  Riik  all,  and  venture  the  Cafualties  that  a 
if  Siege  is  incident  to,  putting  juft  Truft  and  Confidence  in 
“  your  known  Zeal  towards  the  great  forwarding  the  common 
“  Caufe,  making  no  Doubt,  how  much  you  have  contributed 
«  towards  the  Succours  Forwardnefs.  I  hope  in  a  few  Days 
“  you  will  appear  before  this  Place,  where  your  known  Va- 
“  lour  and  Activity  may  meet  with  a  glorious  Succefs,  for 
“  which  I  (hall  again  conftitute  you  the  Credit  of  my  Royal 
Gratitude. 

“  Given  at  Barcelona,  the  31ft  of  March,  1706. 

“  I  the  KIN  G. 

“  By  Command  of  the  King  my  Mafter, 

f(  Henry  ds  Gunter.’* 
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fortunes  of  the  French  and  Spaniards  before  Barcelona , 
We  will  return  to  our  Fleet,  and  theMeafures  taken  for 
relieving  King  Charles  by  railing  the  Siege  y. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  Commodore  Price,  with  fix  Eng- 
lifh  and  as  many  more  Dutch  Men  of  War,  joined  Sir 
John  Leake ,  who,  in  a  Council  of  War  held  on  the  6th, 
refolved,  in  Obedience  to  King  Charles’s,  Letter,  to  fail 
immediately  to  Barcelona. '  In  Purfuance  of  this  Refo- 
lution,  he  arrived  on  the  18  th  in  Altea-Becy,  and  the 
next  Day  had  Intelligence,  that  Sir  George  Byng,  with 
a  Squadron  from  England ,  was  coming  up,  three  Days  ' 
after  they  were  joined  by  Commodore  Walker ,  with  his 
Squadron,  as  they  had  been  the  Day  before  by  Sir  George 
Byng  ;  and  then  it  was  determined  to  fail  North  of  Ma¬ 
jorca,  and  that  each  Ship  Ihould  make  the  beft  of  her 
Way  without  flaying  for  the  refl.  Upon  the  26th 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough  came  off  from  Terra gona 
with  a  Squadron  of  Barks,  having  1400  Land  Forces 
on  Board,  and  when  he  came  to  the  Fleet,  hoifted  the 
Union-Flag  on  Board  The  Prince  George,  .as  Admiral 
and  Commander  in  Chief.  His  Excellency  found  that 
the  Councils  of  War  had  rejected  his  Propofals,  and  in¬ 
deed  their  rejedling  themfaved  the  Place;  fince  before  his 
Arrival,  Sir  George  Byng ,  Sir  John  Jennings ,  and  Ad¬ 
miral  Wajjenaer,  had  anchored  in  the  Road  of  Barcelo- 
Vol.  III.  F  f 

*  A  11, *1 


,  A!l  Frej?c  “  HiAonans  agree,  that  their  Defign  on  Bar¬ 
celona  mifcarned  through  their  own  Fault,  and,  generally  foeak- 
tng,  relate  the  whole  Affair  as  I  have  done  in  the  Tex^t  *  B  it 
if  any  Reader  of  a  morecurious  and  critical  Difpofition  than 
ordinary  would  fee  a  long  and  exaft  Detail  of  this  Affair  h" 
may  be  fatisfied  in  the  admirable  Memoirs  of  M.  de  Feu 
quieres,  'Iom.  w.  p.  151.  leu 


> 
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na ,  and  by  the  Contrivance  of  Sir  George  Byng ,  a  con- 
fiderable  Body  of  Troops  had  been  thrown  into  the 
Town  z.  On  the  27th  in  the  Afternoon,  the  whole 
Fleet  arrived  in  the  Harbour  of  Barcelona ,  without 
meeting  with  the  leaft  Oppolition  \  for  the  Count  de 
Thouloufe  having  received  an  exadi  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
val  Force  of  the  Allies,  thought  fit  to  fail  away  with 
the  French  Fleet  to  Toulon  ;  which  obliged  the  Land- 
Army  (as  we  fhall  hereafter  fee)  to  raife  the  Siege  with 
great  Precipitation.  This  Relief  appeared  the  more  fur- 
prizing,  and  muft  have  been  confequently  the  more 
grateful  to  King  Charles ,  and  all  his  faithful  Subje&s, 
fince  it  prevented  their  Deftrudtion  but  by  a  few  Hours, 
the  Enemy  having  made  all  the  neceflary  Difpofitions  for 
ftorming  the  Place  that  very  Night,  when,  confidering 
the  Weaknefs  of  the  Garrifon,  their  Succefs  could  fcarce 
be  doubted  a. 

Two  Days  after  the  Arrival  of  the  Fleet,  M.  de 
Tejfe  thought  fit  to  raife  the  Siege  in  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  Manner,  for  which  our  own,  and  the  French  Hif- 
torians,  profefs  themfelves  equally  at  a  Lofs  to  account. 
His  Army  confifted  ftill  of  14,000  Men,  the  Succours 
thrown  into  the  Place,  did  not  exceed  6000  \  fo  that  it 
was  very  ftrange  he  (hould  leave  behind  him  a  Train  of 

106 


2  All  thefe  brilk  and  extraordinary  Meafures,  which  appear¬ 
ed  by  the  Event  fo  indifpenfably  neceflary,  were  concerted  as 
well  as  executed,  by  our  Admirals  only  ;  the  Earl  of  Peter¬ 
borough,  though  he  had  been  conflantly  before  of  a  Senti¬ 
ment  directly  different,  when  he  few  them  put  in  Practice, 
and  forefaw  (as  he  eaflly  might)  their  good  Effeds,  very  ju- 
dicioufly  approved  them.  Impartial  Inquiry  into  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  War  in  Spain,  p.  101.  a  Burchet,  Burnet, 

Gldmixon,  Quincy,  P.  Daniel,  Feuquieres,  De  Larrey,  &c. 
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106  Pieces  of  Brafs  Cannon,  47  Mortars,  2000  Bombs, 
10,000  Granades,  40,000  Cannon-fliot,  500  Barrels  or 
Mufquet-fliot,  5000  Barrels  of  Powder,  8000  Swords, 
18,000  Sacks  of  Corn,  befides  Flour,  Rye,  and  Oats, 
in  Proportion,  not  only  undeftroyed,  but  untouched,  as 
if  they  intended  it  as  a  Prefent  to  the  Befieged,'  by  way 
of  Compenfation  for  the  Trouble  they  had  given  them. 
Yet  to  me,  the  Caufe  of  this  is  pretty  evident  b  ;  the 
Marfhal  faw  himfelf  under  the  Neceffity  of  regaining 
the  Kingdom  of  Caftile ,  by  a  ftrange  Sort  of  a  March, 
iirft  into  RouJJillon ,  then  round  by  the  Pyrenees ,  and  fo 
through  Navarre ,  which  contained  him  to  leave  his 
Sick  and  Wounded  in  his  Camp,  with  a  Letter  recom¬ 
mending  them  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough’ s  Clemency  : 
and,  I  make  no  manner  of  Queftion,  that  he  chofe  to 
let  Things  remain  as  he  did,  that  thefe  helplefs  People 
might  obtain  the  more  Favour ;  which,  though  needlefs, 
when  he  had  to  do  with  an  Englijl)  General,  was  never 
the  lefs  humane  in  him.  The  Admiral  took  to  himfelf 
and  his  Officers  the  Honour  of  this  great  Exploit,  which 
was  one  of  the  mod  important,  and  wdthal  one  of  the 
nourable,  that  happened  throughout  the  War c.  His  moft 

F  f  2  Catholick 


b  The  Accounts  that  I  have  given  of  the  raifmcr  this  Siege 
are  taken  from  French  Hiftorians,  who  are  certainly  like  to 
be  belt  informed,  and,  with  Refpeft  to  the  Stores  left  behind 
moft  impartial :  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  is  Efficient  to  fatisfy  the 
moft  critical  Reader,  as  to  the  Difference  between  my  Com¬ 
putations  and  thofe  he  may  meet  with  in  fome  other  Hiftories 

c  This  appears  by  Sir  John  Leake’s  Letter  to  the  Prince’s 
Secretary,  dated  at  Barcelona,  May  ift,  iyoQ  in  hi  h 

among  other  Things,  he  fays,  “  The  2;th  of  la’ll  Month  i 

1  f*  t0  .th,s  P'ace>  and. 10  *  lucky  Time  to  refcue  it  from 
falling  into  the  Enemies  Hands,  for  they  expedled  to  have 

“  been 
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\  v 

Catholick  Majefty,  on  the  other  Hand,  was  no  lefs  rea¬ 
dy  in  paying  a  juft  Tribute  of  Praife  and  Refpedl  to  his 
Merit;  fo  that,  if  ever  there  was  a  Fadt  well  eftablifh- 
ed,  it  is  this,  that  Barcelona  was  relieved  by  Sir  John 
Leake  d„ 


The 


“  been  ftormed  the  next  Night.  Count  Thouloufe,  with  the 
“  Fleet  under  his  Command,  which  confifted  of  about  28  of  the 
“  Line,  retired  the  Night  before;  but  if  it  had  pleafed  God, 
“  that  the  Wind  had  continued  that  brought  Sir  George  Byng 
“  to  me,  I  believe  I  fhould  have  been  able  to  have  given  ycu 
a  much  better  Account  of  his  Strength.  This  comes  by 
“  Captain  George  Delavale,  who  is  fent  by  my  Lord  Peter- 
“  borough,  with  the  King  of  Spain’s,  and  his  Lordfhip’s  own 
<(  Letters  to  her  Majefty  in  The  Faulcon,  which  Ship  his  Ex- 
“  cellency  has  appointed  Mr.  Robert  Delavale,  Brother  to 
“  Captain  Delavale  to  command”. 

d  A  more  pregnant  Proof  of  this  cannot  be  had,  than  from 
the  following  Letter  of  his  Catholick  Majefty,  to  Sir  John 
Leake,  before  the  Relief  of  Barcelona,  indeed  ;  but  which 
evidently  fhevvs,  that  the  King  pPced  all  his  Hopes  in  our 
Naval  Force,  and  expelled  from  Sir  John  Leake  alone,  that 
it  fhould  be  exerted  for  his  Prefervation.  The  Letter  indeed 
is  fo  honourable  to  the  Britifh  Arms,  as  well  as  to  the  very 
worthy  Man  to  whom  it  is  addrelled,  that  I  thought  fit  to 
tranfcribe  the  whole,  otherwife,  the  laft  Paragraph  might  very 
well  have  ferved  my  Purpofe. 

“  S  I  R, 

<c  It  is  with  no  fma'il  Satisfadion,  that  I  have  been  in- 
e(  formed,  from  the  Earl  of  Peterborough’s  Letters,  of  your 
“  happy  Arrival  upon  the  Coaft  of  Valencia.  I  doubt  not, 
“  but  you  have  heard  of  the  Lofs  of  Montjuic,  and  of  the 
i(  Condition  my  Town  of  Barcelona  is  in,  where  I  was  willing 
s<  to  fuller  myfelf  to  be  befieged,  and  to  endure  all  the  Hard-j 
<c  fhips  and  Accidents  of  WTar,  to  encourage  both  the  Gar- 
“  rifon  and  my  Subjedfts,  by  my  Prefence,  to  make  a  long  and 
6i  vigorous  Defence. 

It  feems,  by  the  Enemies  Motions,  they  have  already 
cf  received  Notice  of  your  Approach  ;  but,  inftead  of  think- 
ing  to  retreat,  they  have  redoubled  their  Efforts,  and  fire 
e{  upon  the  Breach,  which  will  be  in  a  Condition  to  be  florin - 
e{  ed  after  To-morrow  at  fartheft ;  and  in  all  Appearance, 

“  they 
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The  next  great  Service  that  was  attempted,  was  the 
reducing  Meant  \  and  in  the  Way  thither,  putting  into 
yf/^j-Bay,  the  Admiral  received  Notice,  that  Cartha- 
gena  was  difpofed  to  fubmit :  Upon  which  Sir  John 
Jennings  was  fent  thither,  who  returned  on  the  24th 
of  June ,  after  leaving  a  Garrifon  in  the  Place.  But 
with  Refpect  to  Alicant ,  the  Governor  refufed  to  fur- 
render,  and  therefore  it  was  refolved  ro  befiege  it  by 
Land,  while  it  was  attacked  by  the  Fleet  at  Sea  e.  To 
facilitate  this,  800  Seamen  were  landed  from  the  Fleet, 
and  Sir  George  Byng ,  with  five  Ships,  anchored  in  a 
Line  fo  near  the  Town,  that  he  quickly  difmounted  all 
the  Enemy’s  Artillery,  though  the  Guns  pointing  to¬ 
wards  the  Sea,  were  no  fewer  than  160.  On  the  28th 

F  f  3  in 


they  will  make  a  defperate  Attempt  to  render  themfelves 
Matters  of  this  Town  before  the  Fleet  can  arrive  with  the 
Succours. 

“  Hence  you  will  judge  of  the  indifper.fible  Neceffity  there 
is,  that  you  fhould  do  your  utmoft  Endeavours  to  relieve  us 
without  Lofs  of  Time,  and  bring  the  Fleet  dire£tiy  hither, 
together  with  the  Troops,  to  my  Town  of  Barcelona,  with¬ 
out  hopping  or  difembarking  the  Forces  elfewhere  (as  fome 
other  Perfons  may  pretend  to  dire£t  you)  for  they  can  be 
no  where  fo  necefthry  as  in  this  Town,  which  is  at  the 
very  Point  of  being  loft  for  want  of  Relief.  Wherefore  I 
pray  God  to  have  you  in  his  Holy  Prote&ion,  and  expell¬ 
ing  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  you  as  foon  as  poffible,  I  allure 
you  of  my  perfect  Efceem  and  Acknowledgement. 

“  CHARLES. 


u 


Barcelona,  May  4,  N.  S.  1706. 


1 

“  P.  S.  Sir,  you  will  fee  the  Condition  we  are  in  by  our 
a  Letters,  and  I  hope  you  will  come  as  foon  as  poffible  to 
“  fave  us,  of  which  you  atone  Ihail  have  the  Glory.  For  the 
6(  reft,  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Stanhope’s  Letter.” 

e  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Compieat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for 
3706,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  &c. 
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in  the  Morning,  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  Place  on 
all  Sides ;  and  with  this  View  Sir  John  Jennings  landed 
the  Marines  he  brought  from  Carthagena%  About  nine 
in  the  Adorning  the  Ships  had  made  a  Breach  in  the 
round  Tower,  at  the  Weil  End  of  the  Town,  and  a- 
nother  on  the  Middle  of  the  Curtain,  between  the  Mole 
and  the  Eaftermoft  Baftion,  when  the  Land  Forces 
marching  up  towards  the  Walls  of  the  City,  fifteen 
Grenadiers,  with  an  Officer  and  Serjeant,  advancing, 
without  Order  fo  to  do,  to  the  Breach  of  the  round 
Tower,  all  the  Boats,  under  Command  of  Sir  John 
Jennings ,  went  dirdlly  to  fuilain  them,  but  before  the 
Men  landed,  the  Grenadiers  were  beaten  back.  However, 
the  Boats  proceeded,  and  all  the  Men  getting  afhore,  Cap¬ 
tain  Evans  of  The  Royal  Oak ,  mounted  the  Breach  firft, 
got  into  the  Town  with  two  or  three  of  the  Boats 
Crews,  Captain  Pajfenger ,  of  The  Royal  Anne>  followed, 
and  next  to  him  Captain  Watkins ,  of  The  St.  George , 
with  fome  Seamen.  Sir  John  Jennings  with  the  reft 
of  the  Seamen  and  Forces,  who  were  in  Pofleffion 
of  the  Suburbs,  moved  on  to  fupport  them  3  who 
coming  into  the  Town  fecured  the  Polls,  and  made 
proper  Difpofitions  until  the  reft  got  in,  when  Mahoni 
retired  into  the  Caftle,  left  them  in  Pofleffion,  with  the 
Lofs  of  but  very  few  Aien ;  but  Colonel  Petit  was  kiL 
led  in  the  Suburbs,  when  Handing  Arm  in  Arm  with  Sir 
John  Jen?iings ,  by  a  fmall  Shot  out  of  a  Window,  as 
they  were  viewing  the  Ground  for  railing  a  Battery  a- 
gainft  the  Wall  of  the  Town  3  befides  whom  there  were 
not  above  thirty  killed  either  of  the  Sea  or  Land,  and  not 
more  than  eighty  wounded,  notwithstanding  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  a  continued  Communication  from  one  Houfe 


\ 
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to  another,  and  fired  on  our  Men  from  the  Windows 
and  Holes  made  for  that  Purpofe f. 

Next  Day  Brigadier  Gorge ,  who  commanded  the 
Troops  before  the  Place,  fummoned  Count  Mahoni  to 
furrender,  which  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  do ;  but  the 
Ships  continuing  to  cannonade  very  brifkly,  and  a  great 
Number  of  Bombs  being  thrown  into  their  Works,  the 
Garrifon,  which  confined  moftly  of  Neapolitans ,  com¬ 
pelled  the  Governor  to  give  up  the  Place,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  his  Declarations  to  the  contrary.  Brigadier  Gor¬ 
ge  took  Pofieffion  of  it, .  and  was  appointed  Governor g. 
It  was  even  then  much  difputed  whether  this  Place  was 
of  any  Ufe,  and  whether  the  Time  and  Men  loll  befor« 
it  were  not  abiolutely  thrown  away.  But,  be  that  as  it 
will,  the  Conduct  of  Sir  John  Leake ,  and  the  Courage 
of  his  Officers  and  Seamen  are  no  way  impeached  there- 

F  f  4  by 


f  All  that  I  have  Paid,  with  refpedt  to  the  Service  perform¬ 
ed  by  the  Fleet,  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  Author  of  the 
Enquiry  into  the  Management  of  the  War  in  Spain,  who 
gives  us  the  following  Account  of  this  Tranfadtion,  p.  133. 
“  Brigadier  Gorge’s  Troops,  which  were  fo  much  wanted"  in 
“  Caftile,  really  contributed  very  little  towards  the  Redu&ion 
“  of  Alicant ;  for  as  the  Fleet,  without  any  Aftiftance  from 
“  the  Army,  had  made  themfelves  Matters  of  Carthagena, 
u  not  long  before,  by  the  exemplary  Courage  and  Conduct  of 
“  Sir  George  Byng,  and  Sir  John  Jennings  ;  fo  now  the  Squa- 
“  dron,  which  Sir  John  Leake  had  ordered  Sir  George  Byng 
“  to  command  for  that  Purpofe,  bombarded  and  cannonaded 
“  the  Town  of  Alicant  with  fo  much  Succefs,  that  in  a  few 
“  Days  they  made  two  pradlicable  Breaches  in  the  Wall,  be- 
“  tween  the  Eatt  and  Weft  Gates,  which  the  Sailors  bravely 
“  ftormed  ;  and  Sir  George  Byng,  being  in  Pofieflion  of  the 
"  Place,  forced  open  the  Gates  to  let  the  Land-Forces  in,  who 
“  having  loft  their  Engineer  Petit,  were  not  yet  even  Milters 
“  of  the  Suburbs.” 

s  Burchet,  Compleat  ILiftory  of  Europe,  Life  of  Queea 
Anne, 
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by ;  nor  does  it  at  all  leflen  the  Glory  of  this  Aftion, 
which  was  one  of  the  boldeft  that  ever  was  performed 
by  Men,  that  it  was  undertaken  to  little  or  no  Purpofeh. 
I  nus  much  is  ceitain,  that  foon  after  the  taking  of 
yihi  ant,  xGng  Phi  tip?,  forces  were  entirely  driven  out 
of  At ,  agon,  and  that  whole  Kingdom  reduced  to  the 
Obedience  of  his  Competitor. 

After  the  Reduftion  of  Meant,  Sir  John  Leake, 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  September,  failed  to 
Altea- Bay,  from  whence  he  fent  Sir  John  Jennings 
with  his  Squadron,  intended  for  the  Wejl-India  Service, 
to  refit  at  Lijlon.  He  next  made  the  neceflary  Difpo- 
fition  for  a  Winter  Squadron,  which  was  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  Sir  George  Byng,  and  then  proceeded  to  put 
in  Execution  his  Iaft  Orders,  which  were  to  reduce  the 
Jflands  of  lvyce  and  Majorca.  Thefe  Iilands  not  only 
belong  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  but  their  Situation  ren¬ 
dered  them  very  neceflary  at  this  Time  to  the  Allies,  as 
affording  them  an  Opportunity  of  fupplying  the  Places 
they  had  lately  reduced  with  Provifions,  and  fecuring  a 
proper  Retreat  for  their  fmaller  Veflels,  whenever  it 
fhould  be  found  neceflary  to  keep  a  Squadron  in  thofe 
Seas  during  the  Winter.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the 
Spanijh  Court  had  taken  any  Precautions  for  their  De¬ 
fence,  as  being  entirely  occupied  with  the  Thoughts  of 
preferving  Minorca,  which  was  looked  upon  as  the  Ifland 

of 


h  The  Truth  of  this  fully  appears  in  a  Letter  from  Brigadier 
Gorge,  to  Sir  John  Leake,  in  which  he  complains  of  being 
left  in  the  midft  of  Enemies,  in  fo  diftreffed  a  Condition,  that^ 
unlefs  Sir  John  was  able  to  relieve  him,  he  declared  that  he 
fhould  find  himfelf  obliged  to  abandon  it. 
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of  greateft  Importance,  and  therefore  moil;  of  their  re¬ 
gular  Troops  were  there  L 

/ 

O  n  the  6th  of  September  Sir  John  failed  from  Aliea~ 
Bay,  and  on  the  9th  anchored  before  Ivyce.  Tins 
Hand,  which  is  about  fourfcore  Miles  in  Circuit,  abounds 
with  Corn,  Wine,  Fruit,  Salt,  and  the  Inhabitants 
being  a  trading  People,  were  rather  inclined  to  fubmit 
to  the  Allies,  than  to  remain  under  their  old  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  therefore  on  the  firft  Summons  they  fent 
Deputies  to  make  their  Submiffion,  which  was  readily 
accepted,  and  King  Charles  III.  proclaimed  k.  On  the 
13th  the  Fleet  failed  for  Majorca ,  and  arrived  on  the 
14th  before  Palma .  This  Hand,  which  is  one  of  the 
fineft  in  the  World,  abounded  with  all  the  Necefiaries 
of  Life,  well  planted  and  well  peopled,  and  fo  large 
as  to  be  once  accounted  a  Kingdom,  was  at  this  Time 
governed  by  the  Conde  de  Alcudia ,  who  was  a  Native 
of  the  Place.  He  was  warmly  in  the  Intereft  of  King 
Philip ,  and  when  the  Admiral  fummoned  him,  fent 
him  a  Spanijh  Anfwer,  That  he  would  defend  the  Hand  as 
long  as  there  was  a  Man  in  it.  But  upon  throwing  3  or  4 
Bombs  into  the  Place,  which  did  no  great  Mifchief,  the 
Inhabitants  rofe  and  forced  the  Viceroy  to  furrender.  He 
fhewed  his  W7ifdom,  however,  where  he  could  not  fhew 
his  Courage,  by  making  a  very  prudent  Capitulation. 
Sir  John  Leake  left  a  Garrifon  in  Porto-Pin ,  and  two 
Men  of  War  to  carry  off  the  Conde ^  and  fuch  other 
of  the  Inhabitants  as  were  difaffe&ed  to  King  Charles  $ 

and 

y*1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 


*  Burchet,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  1706.  Life  of 
Queen  Anne;  k  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  Compleat  Hiftory 

of  Europe,  Annals  of  Queen  Anne,  Life  of  Queen  Anne,  & c, 
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and  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  Month  he  profecuted  his 
Voyage  for  England .  Before  his  Departure,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  Letter  from  his  Catholick  Majefty,  who  very 
gratefully  acknowledged  the  Services  he  had  done  him, 
and  exprefled  the  higheft  Satisfaction  as  to  his  Conduit 
on  all  Occafions.  On  the  2d  of  Ofiober  Sir  John  pafled 
the  Sir  eights,  and  on  the  4th,  when  he  was  off  the  South 
Cape,  detached  Sir  George  Byng ,  with  the  Winter-Squa¬ 
dron,  for  Li/bon.  On  the  17th  he  arrived  fafe  at  St. 
Helen  s,  having  been  feparated  in  a  Storm  from  the  reft 
of  the  Fleet,  which  came  foon  after  into  Portfmouth . 
And  thus  ended  as  fuccefsful  a  Sea-Campaign  as  is  re¬ 
corded  in  our  own,  or  perhaps  in  any  ether  Hif- 
tory  J. 

Sir  Stafford  Fairborne ,  then  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Red,  was  appointed,  with  a  fmall  Squadron,  to  look 
into  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Charent ,  with  Orders  alfo 
to  deftroy  fuch  Ships  as  the  Enemy  might  have  at  Rock¬ 
ford  He  failed  for  this  Purpofe  in  the  latter  End  of  the 
Month  of  Aprils  and  after  continuing  at  Sea  about  three 
Weeks,  he  returned  to  Plymouth  with  a  few  Prizes. 
Soon  after  he  received  Orders  to  fail  for  the  Downs, 
from  whence  he  was  quickly  ordered  over  to  Flanders , 
affift  in  taking  Offend.  Arriving  before  that  Place,  he 
flood  in  fo  near  the  Town,  that  they  fired  upon  him, 
which  he  returned  >  but  was  foon  after  ordered  to  New¬ 
port,  from  whence,  after  the  Blockade  of  that  Place  was 

formed 


1  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  4272,  in  which  there  is  a 

large  Account  of  the  Capitulation  with  the  Vice-Roy  of  Ma¬ 
jorca,  which  fliews,  that  Sir  John  Leake  was  a  very  able  Man 
in  the  Clofet,  as  well  as  the  Field,  and  knew  how  to  treat,  as 
well  as  how  to  a£t  in  a  rougher  Manner. 
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formed,  he  came  back  to  Offend .  A  Scheme  had  been 
formed  by  fome  of  the  Land-Officers  for  deftroying  the 
the  little  Veffiels  belonging  to  that  Port ;  but,  when  it 
came  to  be  executed,  this  was  found  impracticable.  The 
Entrance  of  the  Harbour  being  long,  narrow,  and 
crooked,  whatever  Veffel  or  Ship  attempted  to  go  in, 
would  be  much  expofed  to  the  Platform  of  Guns ;  fo 
that  there  feemed  but  little  Hopes  of  attempting  any 
thing  againft  the  Ships  by  Sea,  which  lay  all  in  a  Clutter 
clofe  to  the  Key,  on  the  Backfide  of  the  T own  but 
there  were  Letters  in  the  Camp  which  infinuated,  that 
as  foon  as  the  Trenches  were  opened,  the  Batteries 
raifed,  and  fome  Bombs  thrown  into  the  Place,  the 
Spaniards  in  Garrifon,  affifted  by  the  Seamen  and 
Burghers,  would  oblige  the  French  Garrifon  to  yield  m. 

On  the  19th  of  June  the  Trenches  were  opened  be- 

\ 

fore  the  Place,  and  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne ,  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron,  cannonaded  it  by  Sea,  and  at  the  fame  Time  two 
Bomb-Veflels  was  fent  as  near  as  might  be,  and  did 
great  Execution.  Sir  Stafford ,  like  wife  caufed  all  the  fmall 

1 

Frigates  to  run  in  as  near  the  Town  as  poffible,  and  to 
difcharge  their  Broadfides  \  which  they  did  with  fo  little 
Damage  to  themfelves,  and  fo  great  Hurt  to  the  Place, 
that  the  People  began  to  mutiny,  and  the  Governor 
found  himfelf  (as  he  pretended)  under  a  Neceffity  of 
capitulating,  which  he  did  on  the  25th.  And  thus  the 
City  of  Offend,  which  had  formerly  held  out  fo  many 
Months,  was  taken  in  a  Week  ;  though,  belides  the 
Spanijh  Garrifon,  Count  de  la  Mothe  was  there  with  a 

confiderable 


m  Burchet,  Lediard,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe,  Life  of 
Queen  Anne,  Mcrcure  Hiftoricjne,  &c, 
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confiderable  Body  of  French  Troops,  which  he  under¬ 
took  fhould  not  ferve  again  in  fix  Months ;  and,  as  one  of 
their  own  W riters  pleafantly  fays.  It  had  been  very  happy 
for  Ft ance  if  ne  had  undertaken  never  to  ferve  again. 
After  the  Surrender  of  Oft  end.  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne 
returned  to  Spit  head,  to  aflift  in  convoying  a  Body  of 
Troops  that  were  intended  for  a  Defcent  n. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Jr  leet  under  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel,  it  will  be  recjuifite  to 
fay  fomething  of  the  intended  Defcent  which  we  have 
juft  mentioned :  This  was  a  Defign  framed  upon  the 
Reprefen tation  of  fome  French  Huguenots  $  particularly 
of  the  famous  Marquis  Guifcard ,  who  was  afterwards 
engaged  in  a  Defign  to  aflaffinate  the  Queen.  The  Land- 
Forces  defigned  for  this  Service  confifted  of  very  near 
10,000  Men.  They  were  to  be  commanded  in  Chief 
by  the  Earl  Rivers ;  under  him  by  the  Lieutenant 
Generals  Earle  and  de  Guifcard :  the  Earl  of  Effete  and 
Lord  Mor daunt ,  eldeft  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough , 
were  to  ferve  in  this  Expedition  as  Major-Generals.  On 
the  ioth  of  Augujl  the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of 
Sir  Cloudefey  Shovel,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  5  but  not 
being  joined  time  enough  by  the  Dutch ,  this  Project 

proved 


n  In  this  Siege  of  Offend,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  gave 
Signal  Proofs  of  his  perfonal  Courage ;  for  coming  to  make 
a  Vifit  to  M.  d’Auverquerque,  he  went  into  the  Trenches, 
where  he  ftaid  a  confiderable  Time,  and  examined  every  Thing 
very  attentively,  though  the  Enemy  who  had  flackened  their 
Eire  before,  renewed  it  with  exceflive  Violence,  as^'  foon  as 
they  knew,  by  the  Salute  of  the  Fleet,  that  his  Grace  was  come 
to  the  Camp.  In  doing  this,  contrary  to  his  ufual  Cuftom, 
he  (hewed,  that  when  he  was  more  careful  of  his  Perfon,  it 
was  out  of  Refpedl  to  the  Service,  and  not  for  any  want  of 
that  Temper  of  Mind  which  commonly  pafies  for  Heroifm. 
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proved  abortive  $  and  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Fleet 
fhould  proceed  to  Lifbon  with  thefe  Forces  on  Board, 
and  that  they  fhould  be  employed  in  the  Service  of  his 
Catholick  Majefty  °. 

It  does  not  appear,  that,  after  their  Difappointment 

1 

in  this  Scheme  of  making  a  Defcent  on  France ,  the 
Miniftry  came  to  any  Refolution  as  to  the  Employment 
of  the  Grand  Fleet,  or  of  the  Land-Forces  on  Board 
it ;  it  feems  as  if  all  Things  had  been  trufted  to  the  Wif- 
dom  of  the  Admiral,  Sir  Cloud ejley  Shovel ,  and  of  the 
General.  The  Fleet  was  extreamly  late  before  it  failed 
for  the  Mediterranean ,  viz.  the  6th  of  September ,  and 
being  in  the  Soundings  on  the  10th  of  the  fame  Month, 
The  Barfleur ,  a  fecond  Rate,  fprung  a  dangerous  Leak, 
which  obliged  the  Admiral  to  fend  her  home,  and  to  take 
the  Earl  Rivers ,  and  his  principal  Officers,  into  his  own 
Ship  The  AJJociation.  Proceeding  in  their  Voyage,  they 
met  with  exceeding  bad  Weather,  infomuch,  that  when 
the  Admiral  arrived  in  the  River  of  Lifbon ,  he  had  with 
him  but  four  Men  of  War,  and  fifty  Tranfperts;  but 
he  had  the  good  Luck  to  find  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  ar¬ 
rived  before  him,  fo  that  he  began  immediately  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  Adlion,  and  fent  two  Ships  of  Sir  George  Byng’s 
Squadron  to  Alicant ,  with  Money  and  Neceflaries  for 
the  Army,  then  under  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of 
Galway  p. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  he  heard,  with  great 
Regret,  of  the  Diforders  that  had  fallen  out  in  the  Spa- 

nijb 


0  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Mercure  Hiftorique  Annuls 
of  Queen  Anne,  &c.  r  Burchet,  Oldmixon’  Life  of 

Queen  Anne,  Compieat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  1706,  &c 
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nijh  Court  and  in  our  Army.  It  is  very  hard  to  fay* 
who  was,  or  who  was  not,  in  the  right  ;  but  this  is 
certain,  that  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Difputes  King 
Charles  III.  loft  his  Intereft  among  the  Spaniards ,  and 
though  he  was  once  Mafter  of  Madrid. ,  he  was  forced 
to  quit  it  again,  and  his  Affairs  began  to  fall  into  Con- 
fufton,  fo  that  the  Admiral  at  Lijbon  could  fcarce  tell 
what  he  had  to  do,  or  how  he  was  to  adl  for  his  Ca- 
tholick  Majefty’s  Service,  and  therefore  thought  it  re* 
quifite  to  fend  Colonel  JVorfley  to  Valencia ,  in  order  to 
receive  from  the  King  himfelf  and  the  General,  a  cer¬ 
tain  Account  of  their  Affairs,  and  a  true  State  of  the 
Services  they  expe&ed  from  him.  While  this  Gentle¬ 
man  was  gone,  and  before  the  Admiral  had  it  in  his 
Power  to  take  any  fettled  Refolution,  the  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal  died,  which  threw  the  Affairs  of  that  Kingdom 
into  fome  Confufion  ;  and  that  could  not  happen  with¬ 
out  affe&ing  us.  We  before  obferved,  that  the  Por - 
tugueze  Miniftry  afted  in  a  Manner  no  ways  fuitable  to 
the  ftridl  Alliance  which  then  fubfifted  between  our 
Court  and  theirs.  But  now  Things  grew  w7orfe  and 
worfe  \  and  whatever  Sentiments  the  new  King  might 
be  of,  his  Minifters  ventured  to  take  fome  fuch  Steps,  as 
were  not  to  be  borne  with  Patience  by  an  Admiral  of  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel’s  T emper,  of  which  we  lhall  give  the 
Reader  an  Inftance 


h* 


*  In  order  to  be  better  informed  of  the  Particulars  here  men¬ 
tioned,  the  Reader  may  confult  our  larger  Hiftorians,  the 
Collections  of  Lamberti,  and  the  Memoirs  of  the  Count  de  la 
Torres.  The  narrow  Bounds  prefcribed  to  my  Work,  will  not 
allow  me  to  enter  deeply  into  Political  Difquifitions  ;  for  that 

would 
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In  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  December ,  the 
Admiral  having  appointed  fome  cruizing  Ships  to  proceed 
to  Sea,  as  they  were  going  out  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri¬ 
ver,  the  Portugueze  fired  firft,  at  lead  threefcore  Shot,  at 
them,  to  bring  them  to  an  Anchor,  which  he  percei¬ 
ving,  fent  Orders  to  our  Captains  to  pufh  their  Way 
through;  and  accordingly  they  did  fo,  without  fo  much 
as  returning  one  Shot  at  the  Forts.  The  Court  of  For - 
tugaly  upon  his  reprefenting  to  them  this  barbarous  Ufage, 
pretended,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Fort  had  done  it  with¬ 
out  Orders,  for  that  they  were  only  directed  to  fire  at, 
and  detain,  a  Genoefe  Ship,  whofe  Matter  was  indebted  to 
the  King.  But  the  Admiral  being  certainly  informed, 
that  this  very  Ship  was  at  the  fame  Time  lying  before 
the  Walls  of  the  City  of  Lifbon ,  and  that  the  Matter 
of  her  was  afhore  tranfadling  his  Bufinefs,  he  let  them 
know,  in  a  Manner  which  became  a  Perfon  in  his  Pott 
thus  affronted,  that  if  they  offered  to  attempt  any  fuch 
Thing  again  (for  they  had  done  it  before  to  Sir  John 
Leake ,  as  hath  been  already  related)  he  would  not  ttay 
for  Orders  from  his  Mittrefs,  but  take  Satisfaction  by  the 
Mouth  of  his  Cannon.  This  Declaration  of  Sir  Cloudejlef  s 
had  a  very  proper  Effect ;  and,  though  it  might  not  mend 
the  Principles  of  the  Portugueze  Miniftry,  it  contributed 
greatly,  however,  towards  teaching  them  better  Man¬ 
ners  r. 

Upon 


would  draw  me  beficle  my  Purpofe,  fo  that  whenever  I  touch 
upon  them,  it  is  only  to  preferve  the  Connection  that  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  render  the  Accounts  I  give  of  Naval  Affairs  eafily„ 
and  fully,  underftood. 

r  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  729.  This  was  of  a  Piece 
with  the  Treatment  they  gave  Sir  John  Leake,  when  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have  attempted  the  Galleons. 
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Upon  the  Return  of  Colonel  Worjley ,  the  Admiral 
was  apprized,  by  Letters  from  the  King  and  the  Earl  of 
Galway ,  that,  unlefs  he  could  bring  the  Earl  Rivers , 
and  the  Forces  under  his  Command,  and  land  them  fo  as 
that  they  might  come  to  their  Affiftance,  Things  were 
lively  to  tall  into  as  great  Confufion  as  they  were  in  the 
Winter  before,  whereby  all  the  Advantages  would  be 
loh;  which  had  been  procured  at  fo  vaft  an  Expence, 
both  of  Blood  and  Treafure,  by  the  Maritime  Powers. 
I  hefe  Advices  gave  the  Admiral  fo  much  the  more  Con¬ 
cern,  as  he  knew  that  the  Ships  were  fo  much  damaged 
by  the  rough  Weather  they  had  met  with  in  their  Paf* 
iage,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fit  them  fpeedily  for  Sea  ; 
and  that  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Land-Forces  were 
fo  much  reduced  by  Sicknefs,  Death,  and  other  Acci¬ 
dents,  that,  inftead  of  ten,  there  were  fcarce  fix  thoufand 
effective  Men.  He  refolved,  however,  to  do  the  belt  he 
could  to  comply  with  the  King  and  the  General’s  Defire; 
the  rather  becaufe  he  faw  that  nothing  but  Spirit  and 
Diligence  could  poflibiy  recover  thofe  Advantages,  which 
had  been  loft  through  Divifions  and  Negledt  of  Duty. 
He  gave  Orders,  therefore,  for  repairing,  with  the  ut- 
moft  Diligence,  the  Mifchief  that  had  been  done  to  his 
Ships;  ordered  the  Tranfports  to  be  vidlualled,  and 
made  the  other  neceflary  Difpofitions  for  proceeding  with 
both  the  Fleet  and  Army  for  the  Spanijh  Coaft,  and  was 
on  the  very  Point  of  embarking  the  Troops,  when  he 
was  refrained  by  an  Order  from  England ,  of  which  we 
fhall  fay  more  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  Tranf- 

a&ions  of  the  enfuing  Year,  to  which  it  properly  be¬ 
longs  s. 

In 

?  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  where  the  Blame  lay,  as  to  the 

Mifcarriages 


f 
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In  the  mean  Time,  Captain  William  Cony ,  who  com¬ 
manded  The  Romney ,  a  Ship  of  50  Guns,  having  been 
dilpatched,  as  we  before  obferved,  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Sho- 
vel)  to  cruize  in  thofe  Seas,  and  being  then  with  The 
Milford  and  Fozvey ,  two  fifth  Rates,  they  received  In¬ 
telligence  on  the  1 2th  of  December ,  that  a  French  Ship 
of  16  Guns,  with  30  Pieces  of  fine  Brafs  Cannon  on 
Board,  that  had  been  taken  out  of  the  Ship  commanded  by 
M.  de  Pointis ,  and  which  he  had  run  afhore  when  he  fled 
from  Sir  John  Leake ,  lay  at  Anchor  under  the  Cannon  of 
Malaga ,  he  refolved  to  go  and  attempt  her ;  which  Defign 
he  put  in  Execution,  though  one  of  the  fifth  Rates  was 
accidentally  difabled,  and  the  other  feparated  from  him, 
and  failing  diredlly  under  the  Cannon  of  the  Place,  cut 
her  from  her  Anchors*  notv/ithftanding  all  the  Fire  they 
could  make,  and  carried  her  fafe  to  Gibraltar .  On  the 
26th  of  the  fame  Month  he  chafed,  and  came  up  with 
another  French  Ship,  called  The  Content ,  that  carried  64 
Guns.  The  Captain  of  her,  inftead  of  attempting  to 
fight  the  Engllfo  Ships,  got  as  foon  as  he  could  under 
the  Cannon  of  a  little  Call le,  about  eight  Leagues  Well 
of  Almeria ,  where  he  crept  as  clofe  as  he  could  to  the 
Shore.  Captain  Cony  anchored  before  him,  and  ordered 
The  Milford  and  Fowey  to  do  the  fame,  the  one  a-head, 
the  other  a-flern.  They  plied  their  Guns  for  about  three 
Hours  very  brifkly,  and  then  the  French  Ship  took  Fire, 
blew  up,  and  deflroyed  moll  of  her  Men.  This  Ship 
Vol*  III.  G  g  had 


Mifcarriages  that  happened  in  Spain,  the  Reader  will  perhaps 
be  bell  able  to  judge  by  comparing  Dr.  Freind’s  Account  of 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough's  Conduit  in  Spain,  the  Earl  of 
Galway’s  Narrative,  and  the  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the  Wars 
there,  which  I  have  fo  oiten  quoted. 
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had  been  detached  by  M.  Villars ,  to  bring  the  before- 
mentioned  Ship  from  Malaga  L  Some  Time  after  Cap¬ 
tain  Cony  took  another  French  Ship,  called  The  Mer¬ 
cury  y  of  42  Guns,  which  the  French  King  had  lent  the 
Merchants u. 

I  fhould  now  proceed  to  refume  the  Hiftory  of  Af¬ 
fairs  in  the  Weft-Indies,  but  that  there  remains  a  remark¬ 
able  Adtion  or  two  in  Europe ,  which  I  think  deferve 
Notice,  and  therefore  I  have  let  them  down  here,  in  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year,  by  themfelves,  not  finding  it  fo  eafy 
to  reduce  them  to  any  particular  Service.  On  the  19th 
of  April ,  The  Refolutien ,  a  feventy-Gun  Ship,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Mor daunt,  youngeft  Son  of  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough ,  having  his  Father  on  Board,  and  his 
Catholick  Majefty’s  Envoy  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  fell 
in  with  fix  large  Ships  of  the  Enemy,  in  his  Paflage  to 
Genoa ;  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  perceiving  the  Danger, 
defired  that  himfelf,  and  the  Spanijh  Envoy,  might  be 
put  on  Board  a  fmall  Frigate,  called  The  Enterprize ; 
for  as  he  took  his  Bulinefs  then  to  be  negotiating,  not 
fighting,  he  was  willing  to  efcape  to  Oneglia,  if  it  was 
poffible,  which  he  was  fo  lucky  as  to  effedf.  The  Mil¬ 
ford,  a  fifth  Rate,  which  we  have  lately  mentioned,  was 

likewife 


t  Burchet,  Lediard  ;  but  both  their  Accounts  are  taken  from 
the  London-Gazette,  No.  4298.  u  Mr.  Secretary  Bur- 

chet  fays,  this  happened  on  the  8th  of  July  ;  but  Mr.  Lediard 
conje&iired  very  rightly,  that,  inllead  of  July,  it  fhould  have 
been  January  ;  and  fo  it  appears  by  the  Account  we  have  of 
this  Tran  faction  in  the  Gazette,  No.  4304,  where  the  Article 
is  dated  from  Lifbon,  February  9,  N.  S.  which  is  one  Proof 
out  of  many  of  the  wretched  incorrednefs  of  this  Naval  Hif¬ 
tory,  as  to  Dates,  in  which  one  would  have  expected  from  its 
Author’s  Station,  remarkable  Regularity  and  Exa&nefs. 


<1 
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likewife  with  Captain  Mordaunt^  but  feeing  the  Danger, 
ran  from  it,  and  efcaped.  On  the  20th  the  Weather 
proved  very  bad,  fo  that  The  Refolution  was  in  Part  dif- 
abled,  which  gave  the  Enemy  an  Opportunity  of  coming 
up  with  her;  upon  which  Captain  Mordaunt ,  by  Ad¬ 
vice  of  his  Officers,  refolved  to  run  her  afhore,  having 
received  a  great  deal  of  Damage  in  the  Engagement. 
About  three  in  the  Afternoon  he  effe&ed  this,  and  ran 
her  a-ground  in  a  fandy  Bay,  within  a  third  of  a  Cable’s 
Length  to  the  Land,  and  directly  under  the  Cannon  of 
the  Caftle  of  Vintimiglia ,  belonging  to  the  Genoefe ,  who 
notwithflanding  gave  us  no  Affiftance.  About  half  an 
Hour  after  Four,  Captain  Mordaunt ,  being  difabled  by 
a  Shot  in  his  Thigh,  was  carried  on  fhore,  but  would 
not  retire  far  from  his  Ship  ;  and  about  Five  the  French 
Commodore  manned  out  all  the  Boats  of  his  Squadron, 
m  order  to  Board  The  Refolution ,  under  the  Fire  of  one 
of  their  feventy-Gun  Ships,  which  plied  ours  warmly 
all  the  while ;  but  The  Refolution ,  even  in  the  Condi¬ 
tion  fhe  v/as  in,  gave  them  fuch  a  Reception,  as  obliged 
them  to  return  to  their  refpedtive  Ships.  On  the  21ft, 
about  half  an  Hour  pall  fix  in  the  Morning,  one  of  the 
Enemy’s  Ships  of  8c  Guns  weighing  her  Anchor,  brought 
to  under  The  Refolution' $  Stern,  and  about  nine  a  Clock, 
a  Spring  being  put  under  her  Cable,  fhe  lay  with  her 
Broadfide  towards  her,  while  fhe  at  the  fame  Time 
looked  with  her  Head  right  into  the  fhore,  fo  that  it 
was  not  poffible  to  bring  any  more  Guns  to  bear  upon 
the  French  Ship,  than  thofe  of  her  Stern  Chafe  ;  and 
the  others  being  within  lefs  than  Gun-fhot,  and  the  Wa¬ 
ter  coming  into  The  Refolution  as  high  as  her  Gun-deck, 
Captain  Mordaunt  fent  to  bis  Officers  f<®r  their  Opinion 

G  g  2  what 
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what  was  fitting  to  be  done ;  and  purfuant  to  their  Ad¬ 
vice,  he  gave  them  Diredtions  to  fet  her  immediately  on 
Fire,  which  they  did  about  eleven  a  Clock,  after  the 
Men  were  all  put  on  fhore  ;  and  by  three  in  the  Af¬ 
ternoon  {he  was  burnt  to  the  Water’s  Edge  w. 

In  the  Month  of  November ,  a  Angular  Adventure 
happened  to  the  Lifbon  Packet-Boat,  which  was  taken 
by  a  Dunkirk  Privateer  of  confiderable  Force.  The 
Mate,  who  had  the  Care  of  the  Packet,  hid  it  when 
the  Privateer  appeared  fir  ft  in  fight,  and  being  foon  after 
killed,  the  Captain  threw  over  a  Cheft  of  Papers,  with 
a  Weight  of  Lead,  juft  as  the  Enemy  boarded  him, 
which  they  took  fer  the  Mail,  and  therefore  did  not 
make  fo  ftridl  a  Search  as  otherwife  they  would  have 
done.  At  Sea  they  were  feparated  from  the  Privateer, 
which  gave  eleven  Englijh  Sailors  an  Opportunity  of 
riling  upon  fifteen  Frenchmen ,  making  themfelves  Ma- 
fters  of  the  Veflel,  and  carrying  her  into  the  Texel, 
where  the  Government  Letters  were  happily  found, 
fowed  up  in  an  Qil-fkin  Cafe,  and  thrown  into  a  Wa¬ 
ter- Cafk.  We  ended  our  laft  Account  of  Affairs  in  the 
Weft-Indies  with  the  Return  of  Admiral  Graydon’s  Squa¬ 
dron  from  thence:  it  is  now  requifite  that  we  (hould  en¬ 
ter  into  a  Detail  of  what  paffed  in  thofe  Parts,  from  that 
Time  to  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1706  x. 

The  Complaints  which  had  been  made  in  almoft 
every  Seffion  of  Parliament,  of  Mifcarriages  and  Mifde- 
meanors  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  engaged  the  Miniftry  to 
make  Choice  of  Sir  William  Whetftone  to  go  thither  with 

a 


w  Burchet,  Lgdiard,  Compleat  Biftory  of  Europe,  for  the 
Year  1706.  x  London- Gazette,  No  4278. 
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a  Squadron  of  feven  Men  of  War,  in  order  to  fettle 
Affairs  after  the  Ravages  which  they  had  an  Account 
had  been  committed  in  thofe  Parts.  He  failed  accord¬ 
ingly  with  the  Trade  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1705, 
and  arrived,  on  the  7th  of  May^  fafely  at  Jamaica . 
There  he  foon  received  Intelligence,  that  a  ftout  Squa¬ 
dron  was  on  the  Coaft  of  Hifpaniola ,  and  that  feveral 
rich  Ships  were  fpeedily  expedted  from  the  Coad  of 
New  Spain .  Upon  this,  he  ordered  the  Squadron  to  be 
put  in  a  Poflure  of  failing  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  ha¬ 
ving  left  a  fufficient  Convoy  for  the  Protedtion  of  the 
homeward-bound  Fleet,  he  failed,  on  the  6th  of  June , 
for  the  Spanijh  Coaft  y. 

On  the  17th  of  the  fame  Month,  being  then  within 
light  of  Carthagena ,  he  chafed  a  Ship,  which  in  the 
Night  ran  in  among  the  Sambay  Keys ,  where  were  very 
uncertain  Soundings  and  Shoal-Water,  infomuch,  that 
The  Brijiol ,  a  Ship  of  fifty  Guns,  came  on  Ground, 
but  was  gotten  off  with  little  or  no  Damage  ;  how¬ 
ever,  flie  came  up  with  the  French  Ship,  and  after  two 
Hours  difpute  with  thofe  that  were  neared  to  her,  fhe 
fubmitted.  She  had  46  Guns  mounted,  and  carried  out 
with  her  370  Men  \  but  buryed  all  but  150,  unlefs  it 
were  a  few  they  had  put  into  Prizes.  She  brought  640 
Negroes  from  Guiney ,  of  which  240  died,  and  mod  of  the 
red  were  put  on  Shore  at  Martinico^  the  Ifland  of  St.  Tho¬ 
mas  and  Santa  Martha ,  for  they  had  heard  that  a  Squadron 
of  Englijh  Ships  was  in  the  TVeJl- Indies.  The  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  plying  to  the  Ead  ward,  difeovered  off  the  River  Grande, 

O  g  3  two 
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two  Sail,  clofe  in  with  the  Land,  one  of  which  being 
forced  on  fhore,  was  burnt  by  her  own  Men,  being  a 
Privateer  fitted  out  at  Martinico ,  to  difturb  our  Trade, 
The  Coait  being  thus  alarmed,  and  no  Profpedt  of  any 
immediate  Service,  he  returned  to  Jamaica ;  but  ap¬ 
pointed  three  of  the  belt  Sailors  to  cruize  twenty  Days 
off  Anigada ,  in  the  Windward-Paffage,  for  the  French 
in  their  return  home,  it  being  the  ufual  Time  for  them 
to  go  from  Petit  Guavas ,  Port  de  Paix ,  and  other 
Places ;  but  thofe  Ships  joined  again  without  any  Suc- 
cefs  z. 

On  his  return  to  Jamaica ,  he  had  Intelligence  of  a 
rich  Ship  bound  from  Carthagena  to  Port  Lewis ,  and 
in  order  to  take  this,  he  detached  The  Montague  and  The 
He  ft  or ,  who,  though  they  milled  their  intended  Prize, 
brought  in  a  French  Ship  of  24  Guns,  laden  with  Sugar, 
Indigo,  and  Hides.  Towards  the  latter  End  of  the 
fame  Month,  the  Rear-Admiral  put  to  Sea,  in  order  to 
cruize  off  Hifpaniola ,  where  he  met  with  fuch  a  Storm 

r 

as  forced  him  back  to  Jamaica  in  a  very  diltreffed  Con¬ 
dition.  While  the  Ships,  particularly  his  own,  were 
refitting,  The  Montague ,  a  60  Gun  Ship,  was  fent  to 
cruize  on  the  Coait  of  Hifpaniola ,  where  they  met  with 
two  French  Ships,  one  of  48,  the  other  of  36  Guns, 
and  the  Captain  bravely  engaged  them  both  till  he  loll 
them  in  the  Night.  The  next  Morning  he  had  fairly 
fight  of  them  again,  and  would  willingly  have  renewed 
the  Fight,  but  his  Officers  and  Seamen  were  not  in  the 
Humour  to  fight,  and  fo  the  Frenchman  efcaped.  The 

Captain  (whofe  Name  Mr.  Burchet  hath  not  thought 

fit 
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fit  to  tranfmit  to  Pofterity,  though  for  what  Reafon  I 
cannot  imagine)  on  his  return  to  Jamaica^  complained 
to  the  Admiral,  and  brought  the  whole  Affair  under  the 
Examination  of  a  Court-Martial,  where  it  fully  appeared, 
that  he  had  done  his  Duty  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power, 
and  he  was  thereupon  honourably  acquitted  ;  but  his 
Officers  were  broke,  as  they  deferved,  and  many  of  his 
Seamen  punifhed3.  The  Admiral  in  the  mean  Time, 
to  re&ify  this  Miftake  as  far  as  he  was  able,  fent  two 
4th  Rates,  The  Brijlol  and  The  Folkjlone ,  in  quefl  of 
them  ;  they  fell  in  with  them  and  their  Convoy  ;  they 
behaved  very  gallantly  in  feizing  the  defencelels  Mer¬ 
chant-  Men  :  But  though  they  had  it  abfolutely  in  their 
Power  to  have  fought  atleait,  if  not  to  have  taken  the 
Men  of  War,  they  let  them  flip  through  their  Hands, 
with  half  the  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  ;  for  which  fcan- 
dalous  Negledt,  the  fenior  Officer,  whofe  Name  is  a- 
gain  miffing  in  Mr.  Burchefs  Hiftory,  but  which  I  have 
Reafon  to  believe  was  Anderfon ,  was  tried,  broke,  and 
rendered  incapable  to  ferve  at  Sea  b.  I  am  very  forry  that 
a  more  particular  Detail  of  thefe  Affairs  cannot  be  had, 

G  g  4  becaufe 


a  Burchet,  Lediard,  Compleat  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  1706. 
b  Mr.  Oldmixon,  who  was  the  Author  of  the  Britifh  Em¬ 
pire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  314,  gives  us  the  following  Ac¬ 
count.  The  Briftol  and  Folkftone,  met  with  ten  Sail  of  Mer¬ 
chant-men,  bound  from  Petit  Guavas  to  France,  under  Con¬ 
voy  of  two  French  Men  of  War,  one  of  four  and  twenty,  and 
another  of  thirty  Gun3,  out  of  which,  Captain  Anderfon, 
Commodore  of  the  Englifh,  took  fix  Merchant-men,  laden 
with  Sugar,  Cocoa,  Cochineal,  and  Indigo,  and  brought  them 
to  Jamaica.  When  he  arrived,  Admiral  Whetftone  held  a 
Court-Martial,  and  Captain  Anderfon,  with  the  other  Officers, 
were  condemned  to  lofe  their  Commiffions  for  not  engaging  the 
French  Men  of  War. 
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becaufe  the  Support  of  Hillory  is  t|)e  bellowing  juft 
Praifes  on  worthy  Men,  and  fetting  fuch  a  Mark  of 
Difgrace  on  Men  of  another  Charafter  as  they  deferve 
A  little  after  thefe  unlucky  Accidents,  while  the  Ad¬ 
miral  v.  as  detained,  for  want  of  Stores,  at  J ainaica^  The 
enjoin.,  where  his  Hag  was  hying,  by  fome  unfortu- 
nate  Mistake  oi  other,  which  I  think  was  never  account¬ 
ed  for,  blew  up  in  the  Gun-Room,  where  moll  of  the 
Men  were  killed,  and  70  more  in  their  Hammocks 
were  fo  burnt,  that  molt  of  them  died.  When  Things 
were  once  more  put  in  Order,  he  failed  for  the  Coalt 
of  Hifpaniola ,  and  had  Thoughts  of  liretching  over 
again  to  tne  Main,  with  a  View  to  have  fent  the  Or¬ 
ders  of  his  Catholick  Majefty  King  Charles  III.  to  the 
Governor  of  Carthagena  ■,  but  finding  this  impracticable, 
and  himfelf  much  too  W'eak  to  undertake  any  Thing 
againlt  the  French  in  thole  Seas,  he  returned  again  to 
‘Jamaica  c. 

I  do  not  find  in  any  of  the  Accounts  that  I  have 
met  with,  that  Sir  William  Whetftone  was  fo  much  as 
fufpedled  of  being  wanting  in  his  Duty ;  but  fo  it  was, 
that  through  Negle&s  of  our  Admiralty ,  and  a  merce¬ 
nary  Spirit  in  fome  of  our  Governors  of  Colonies,  and 
Captains  of  Men  of  War,  Things  were  fallen  into  fuch 
Diftradion  in  the  WeJI-Indies ,  that  we  were  not  either 
in  a  Condition  to  hurt  the  Enemy’s  Settlements,  or  able 
fo  much  as  to  defend  our  own.  The  Truth  feems  to 
be,  that  the  great  Fleets  we  fitted  out  every  Year  for 
the  Mediterranean ,  the  Cruizers  that  were  neceflary  up¬ 
on  our  own  Coafts,  took  up  fo  many  Ships,  that  it  was 

fcarce 
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fcarce  poffible  to  fupp'ly  the  Demands  of  the  Wejl- Indies 
properly.  The  Enemy,  on  the  other  Hand,  had  fome 
very  fignal  Advantages  ;  for  after  Sir  George  Rooke  had 
taught  them,  that  Sea-Fights  were  not  for  their  Ad¬ 
vantage,  they  had  recourfe  to  their  old  Trade  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  Pyratic  War  ;  and  as  they  had  little  Trade  to 
protedt,  and  many  good  Ships,  they  were  able  to  fur- 
nifh  out  flout  Squadrons  for  this  Purpofe.  Add  to  all 
that  has  been  faid,  the  great  Concerns  they  had  in  the 
JR  eft -Indies ,  where  now  not  only  the  French ,  but  the 
Spanijh  Settlements  were  immediately  under  their  Care, 
and  where  as  France  had  the  free  ufe  of  the  Ports,  fo 
fhe  had  the  Direction  alfo  of  the  Naval  Force  of  both 
Nations d. 

The  driving  out  the  Englijh  from  the  Leeward * 
Iflands ,  was  the  Point  the  French  had  moft  in  View, 
and  having  a  very  exadf  Account  of  our  Condition 
there,  the  Governor  of  St.  Domingo ,  M.  Iberville ,  had 
Orders  to  afiift  in  an  Attempt  that  was  to  be, made 
on  St.  GhriftopheFs .  It  is,  in -.Truth,  a  very  difficult 
Thing  to  give  a  fair-  Account  of  this  Matter,  fince  the 
French  magnify  it,  and  fuch  of  our  Writers  as  have  fa¬ 
llen  any  Notice  of  it,  have  done  all  they  could  to  leffen 

and 


d  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  the  Reader  thefe  Refledions  as 
my  ^  own,  becaufe  I  am  very  fenfible,  that  they  have  been 
made  before  by  other  Writers.  All  the  Merit  that  i  would 
aflame,  is,  that  of  introducing  them  properly,  and  fo  as  to  prove 
what  it  certainly  imports  us  much  to  know,  that  the  French 
are  as  vigilant  in  making  the  moft  of  every  Advantage,  as 
we  are  generally  backward  in  uflng  fuch  Opportunities  as  our 
Situation  and  Naval  Force  afford  ;  for  I  think  it  may  be  juftly 
faid,  that  never  any  leople  had  fo  many  fine  Ships,  and  iucii 

a  Multitude  of  brave  Seamen,  and  yet  employed  them  to  fo 

Purpofe. 
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and  difparage  it.  The  molt  probable  Relation  that  I 
have  met  with  amongft  many,  fets  the  Affair  in  this 
Light.  The  Count  de  Chavagnac ,  with  a  fmall  Squa¬ 
dron  of  French  Men  of  War,  attacked  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Chrijiopher  s  in  the  Month  of  JlEarcb,  where  they 
burnt  and  plundered  feveral  Plantations ;  but  when  they 
came  to  attack  the  CafUe,  they  were  repulfed  with  Lots. 
T  hey  would,  however,  in  all  Probability,  have  carried 
their  Point  at  laft,  if  the  Governor  of  Barbadoes ,  on 
Intelligence  of  what  had  happened,  had  not  fent  down 
thither  a  Sloop,  with  Intelligence  to  the  Governor,  that 
a  Squadron  from  England  was  coming  to  his  Relief. 
This  reaching  the  Ears  of  the  French ,  as  it  was  intended 
it  fhould,  they  embarked  in  hafte,  after  having  done  a 
great  deal  of  Mifchief  $  but  nothing  comparable  to  what 
the  French  Writers  fay  But  unluckily  for  us,  before 
Count  Chavagnac  failed,  Count  Iberville  joined  him  with 
his  Squadron,  fo  that  they  had  now  live  flout  Men  of 
War,  fome  Frigates,  and  twenty  Sloops,  with  which  they 
refolved  to  attack  Nevis .  They  landed  in  Green  Bay  in 
the  Evening  of  the  22d  of  the  fame  Month,  which 
was  Good- Friday ;  and  they  pufhed  their  Succefs  fo  brifk- 
ly,  that  by  the  24th,  which  was  E after-Sunday ,  the 
Inhabitants  made  a  Capitulation,  by  which  they  promifed 
to  deliver  up  all  their  Negroes,  and  to  procure  a  Num¬ 
ber 


e  Father  Daniel,  in  his  Journal  of  the  Reign  of  Lewis 
XIV.  p.  236,  computes  the  Plunder  of  St.  Chriltopher’s,  at 
3,000,000  of  French  Money,  or  150,000  Pound  of  ours  ; 
which  is,  I  think,  incredible  ;  efpecially,  if  the  French  retired 
in  fome  kind  of  Confternation  ;  and  that  they  did,  is  pretty 
certain,  fince  the  Count  Chavagnac  was  queltioned  about  it 
when  he  returned  to  France. 
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her  of  Prifoners,  equal  to  themfelves,  to  be  fet  at  Li¬ 
berty  in  Europe ,  in  Confideration  of  their  not  being  ta¬ 
ken  off  the  Ifland.  Our  Gazette  fays,  that  the  French 
broke  thefe  Articles,  by  treating  them  barbaroufly,  burn¬ 
ing  their  Houfes  and  Sugar-Works,  and  other  Actions 
of  the  like  Nature.  But  other  Accounts  fay,  that  the 
Inhabitants  could  not  comply  with  their  Capitulation, 
becaufe  the  Negroes  retired  into  the  Mountains,  Hood 
on  their  Defence,  and,  when  attacked,  killed  a  great 
Number  of  the  French.  Upon  this  the  Inhabitants  came 
to  a  new  Agreement  on  the  6th  of  April,  in  which 
they  undertook  to  deliver  to  the  French ,  in  lefs  than  fix 
Months,  1400  Negroes,  or  140,000  Pieces  of  Eight ; 
upon  which  the  French  retired,  carrying  off  with  them 
mod  of  the  Effeds,  and  a  great  Number  of  Negroes, 
but  fewer  certainly  than  7,000,  as  a  French  Hiftorian 
computes  them  f.  A  little  after  this  unfortunate  Acci¬ 
dent,  Commodore  Ker  arrived  with  a  confiderable  Force 
in  the  Leeward- Iflands,  and  having  ftationed  feveral  Ships 
according  to  his  Inftrudions,  he  bore  away  with  the 
reft  for  Jamaica ,  which  was  then  thought  to  be  in  Dan¬ 
ger  from  the  Jundion  of  Iberville's  Squadron  with  that 
of  Ducajfe  s. 

In  the  mean  Time  Rear-Admiral  Whetjlone  failed 
with  a  few  Ships  from  Jamaica ,  in  hopes  of  attacking 
Ducajfe ,  before  he  was  joined  by  the  Succours  he  exped- 

ed. 


f  Moft  of  thefe  Particulars  I  have  drawn  from  a  private 
Letter  written  by  a  Planter,  but  ten  Days  after  the  lalt  Ca¬ 
pitulation.  The  inquifitive  Reader  may  confult  the  Gazette, 
No.  4241.  Burchet,  The  Complete  Hiflory  of  Europe  for 
1706,  and  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America.  s  Hiftoire 
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ed.  But  this  Defign  being  defeated  by  bad  Weather, 
he  returned  to  Jamaica  about  the  Middle  of  July,  and 
towards  the  latter  End  of  the  fame  Month  was  joined 
by  Commodore  Ker,  with  the  Squadron  under  his  Com¬ 
mand.  There  being  now  io  confiderable  a  Force,  the 
Admiral  was  very  defirous  that  fome thing  fliould  be 
attempted  capable  or  blotting  out  the  Memory  of  paft 
MiflaKes,  and  worthy  of  the  Britifh  Nation,  After 
mature  Deliberation,  it  was  refolved  to  proceed  to  Gar¬ 
th  agen  a,  where  they  knew  the  Galleons  were,  in  or¬ 
der  retry  what  Effetfs  King  Charles's  Letters  would  pro¬ 
duce,  and  whether  the  Governor  might  not  be  wrought 
upon  by  our  Succefles  in  Europe ,  to  own  him  for  his 
rightful  Sovereign  in  America .  With  this  View  Sir 
William  l/hetjlone  and  Captain  Ker  failed  from  Jamaica 
on  the  8th  of  Auguft ,  and  on  the  18th  arrived  before 
Carthagena ,  and  fent  in  a  Pacquet  to  the  Governor. 
At  firft  he  trifled  a  little,  and  gave  evafive  Anfwers ; 
but  when  more  clofely  prefled,  he  declared  roundly,  that 
he  knew  no  other  Prince  than  Philip  V.  and  that  no 
other  he  would  obey.  There  were  at  that  Time  in 
the  Port  14  Galleons,  lying  clofe  in  with  the  City,  and 
unrigged.  The  Admiral  was  for  attempting  to  burn 
them  ,  but  the  Pilots  declared,  that  any  fuch  Deflgn 
would  be  found  impracticable,  unlefs  we  were  firft  in 
Pofleffion  of  Bocca  Chica  Caflle,  and  the  other  Forts, 
and  even  in  that  Cafe  it  was  very  doubtful  whether 

«  1 

Ships  of  fo  great  a  Size  as  theirs  could  get  in  b.  Then 
it  was  taken  into  Confideration  what  further  Service 

might 
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might  be  done,  and  the  Refult  of  this  was,  a  Retalia¬ 
tion  to  return  to  ‘Jamaica  ;  from  whence,  as  foon  as 

the  Trade  was  ready,  the  Rear-Admiral  was  to  convoy 

/ 

them  home,  and  Commodore  Ker  to  remain  behind 
in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Force 
left  in  the  Wejl-Indies .  This  Scheme  was  immediately 
putin  Execution,  and  upon  their  return,  Sir  William 
made  all  poflible  Difpatch  in  order  to  get  home  in  time  ; 
and  accordingly  leaving  the  Ifland  the  latter  End  of 
Obfober,  he  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  23d  of  December , 
1706,  with  The  Suffolk,  Briffol ,  Referve ,  and  Vulcan 
Fire-ihip,  and  a  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  under  his 
Convoy,  having  been  long  abroad,  and  performed  little, 
though  no  Man  in  the  Service  had  fhewn  a  greater  Spirit 
of  Adivity,  before  his  being  fent  on  this  Wejl-India 
Expedition  K 

The  Squadron,  which  Commodore  Ker  brought  in- 
to  the  Wejl-Indies ,  conlifted  of  fix  Ships  of  the  Line, 
three  Frigates,  and  a  Fire-fhip.  With  this  Force  he 
ftretched  over  from  Jamaica  to  the  Coaft  of  Hifpaniola 
from  thence  to  the  Main,  where  he  cruized  till  the  4th 
of  September  •  and  then  the  Winds  proving  Northerly, 
he  returned  to  Hifpaniola ,  on  the  Coaft  of  which  Ifland 
he  held  a  Council  of  War,  in  order  to  determine, 
whether  it  might  not  be  practicable  to  furprize  Port 
Lewis  ?  But  the  Pilots  not  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  Entrance  into  that  Port,  it  was  refolved  to  proceed 
diredly  to  Petit  Guavas ,  and  to  go  to  the  Northward 
of  the  Ifland  of  Guanaua ,  in  order  the  better  to  prevent 

the 
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the  Defign  from  being  difcovered.  On  the  13th  of 
September  he  detached  Captain  Boyce^  in  'the  Dunkirk 
Prize, with  all  the  Boats  in  the  Squadron  manned  and  arm* 
ed,  with  Orders  to  range  along  the  Bays  of  Leogane  and 
Petit  Guavas ,  in  the  Night,  with  all  imaginable  Care  and 
Caution,  and  fo  to  difpofe  themfelves  as  that  they  might 
deftroy  the  Enemy’s  Ships  in  either  of  thofe  Roads,  and 
be  able  to  return  to  the  Squadron  next  Morning  on  a 
Signal  given.  But  how  well  foever  this  Scheme  might 
be  laid,  it  mifcarried  through  the  ill  Conduct  of  fome  of 
the  Officers,  who  running  in  too  near  the  Shore,  alarm¬ 
ed  the  Inhabitants  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  any  farther 
Attempt  was  rendered  impracticable  k. 

Upon  this  Difappointment,  Commodore  Ker  re¬ 
turned  to  Jamaica  in  order  to  refit  his  Veflels,  and  to 
repair  the  Damage  he  had  fuftained  in  this  unfortunate 
Expedition.  But  while  he  was  thus  employed,  he  was 
attacked  by  a  new  and  greater  Evil,  occafioned  by  a 
Mortality  which  prevailed  among  the  Seamen,  and  that 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  in  a  Manner  difabled  him  from 
any  further  Service.  The  Merchants,  however,  who 
fuffered  for  want  of  Ships  to  proteCl  them,  lofing  abun¬ 
dance  of  Sloops,  laden  with  Silver,  upon  the  Spani/h 
Coafts,  began  to  complain  loudly  of  the  Commodore's 
Condudl ;  and  even  went  fo  far,  as  to  fend  home  an  A- 
gent,  who  had  InftruCtions  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  where,  after  a  full  and  fair  Exa¬ 
mination,  this  Officer’s  Behaviour  received  a  Cenfure, 
in  Confequence  of  which  he  was  laid  afide.  In  the  mean 

Time 
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Time  the  Command  in  the  Well-Indies  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  Sir  John  'Jennings ,  who  had  been  detached 
for  that  Purpofe,  with  a  confiderable  Squadron  from  the 
Str eights .  But  as  his  Proceedings  belong  to  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Year,  we  mull  refer  the  Reader  to  the  laft  Vo¬ 
lume,  for  an  Account  of  them  K 

We  mull,  before  we  leave  Jamaica ,  take  Notice  of 
a  Difappointment  the  Enemy  met  with  in  attacking 
Carolina .  The  French  had  long  had  their  Eyes  on  our 
Northern  Colonies,  which  were  then  in  a  very  flourifh- 
ing  Condition  ;  amongft  other  Projects  that  M.  Iberville 
had  been  furnifhed  with,  one  was  the  attacking,  and  as 
far  as  it  fhould  be  in  his  Power,  deftroying  the  Province 
of  Carolina.  When  therefore  he  had  finiflhed  his  De* 
figns  in  the  Leeward-IJlands ,  he  failed  with  a  Squadron 
of  fix  Men  of  War,  and  feveral  Tranfports  for  South 
Carolina .  He  made  a  Defcent  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Charles-Town  with  about  850  Soldiers  and  Seamen, 
and  fent  an  Officer  to  fummon  the  Governor  to  fur- 
render  the  City  and  Colony  to  the  French  King,  telling 
him  at  the  fame  Time,  that  he  would  allow  him  but 
an  Hour  to  confider  of  it.  Sir  Henry  Johnfon  told  him, 
that  was  much  too  long  a  Space,  for  that  he  did  not 
want  half  a  Minute  to  refolve  on  doing  his  Duty,  and 
that  therefore  he  was  at  Liberty  to  return,  and  tell 
thofe  that  fent  him,  that  the  Englijb  were  not  to  be 

frightned 


1  I  thought  it  more  expedient  to  take  Notice  of  this  Matter 
here,  than  poftpone  it  abfolutely  till  we  come  to  f'peak  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Parliament  in  the  Year  1707,  where  we  fhall 
however  be  obliged  to  refume  it,  and  there  the  Reader  will 
have  a  more  particular  Account  of  what  the  Offences  were, 
with  which  this  Gentleman  was  charged. 
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frightned  with  Words,  for  they  fhould  foon  find,  that 
they  were  able  to  return  Blows.'  Upon  this  followed 
an  Attack,  in  which  the  French  met  with  fo  vigorous 
a  Refiftance,  that  they  were  glad  to  retreat  with  the 
lofs  of  300  killed,  drowned,  or  taken ;  and  among  the 
latter  ten  Officers,  viz.  their  Chief  Commander  at 

Land,  his  Lieutenant,  three  Captains  of  Ships,  four 

# 

Lieutenants,  and  a  Matter,  who  together  offered  ten 
Thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight  for  their  Ranfoms.  One  of 
the  French  Ships  having  ventured  to  make  a  Defcent 
at  the  Dittance  of  fix  Miles  from  Charles-Fown ,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  fent  a  Detachment  of  Militia  to  the  Affittance  of 
the  Planters,  who  were  fo  lucky  as  to  make  themfelves 
Matters  of  the  Ship,  with  all  its  Crew,  which  confifted 
of  about  1 40  Men  m. 

The  French  had  alfo  fome  Defigns  upon  New  York, 
of  which  we  had  fo  early  Intelligence  in  England ,  that 
Lord  Cornbury ,  eldett  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon , 
was  fent  over  to  take  upon  him  the  Government;  and 
he  finding  all  Things  in  great  Confufion,  and  the  few 
Fortrefles  in  that  Country  running  to  ruin,  firft  ob^ 
tained  from  the  Aflembly  a  confiderable  Supply  for  that 
Service,  and  then  ordered  a  general  Embargo  to  be  laid, 
which  enabled  him  to  employ  1500  Men,  in  working 
on  their  Fortifications ;  fo  that  they  were  in  a  very  fliort 
Time  put  into  a  good  Potture  of  Defence,  and  all  the 

Views  of  the  Enemy  difappointed  on  that  Side.  We 

had 


m  See  The  Compleat  Hifiory  of  Europe  for  the  Year  1706. 
p.  C48,  and  the  Mercurie  Hiltorique,  1707,  vol.  i.  p.  99, 
Father  Daniel  takes  not  the  leaft  Notice  of  the  Matter,  and 
indeed,  few  or  none  of  the  French  Hiltorians  have  Courage 
enough  to  report  fairly  their  Defeats. 
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had  not,  however,  as  great  Succefs  in  bringing  home 
the  Virginia  Fleet,  Part  of  which  fell  into  the  Hands 
of  the  French  Privateers,  and  the  reft  were  feparated 
by  a  Storm,  which  occafioned  great  Apprehenfions  and 
Uneafineffes  about  them  ;  but  moft  of  them,  notwith* 
ftanding,  arrived  at  laft  fafe  in  the  Weftern  Ports^  The 
Merchants,  however,  raifed  loud  Complaints  againft  the 
Admiralty ,  who  had  now,  in  a  great  Meafure,  loft  their 
Intereft  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  fo  that  whatever 
Charges  were  brought  againft  them,  they  had  all  the  En¬ 
couragement  that  could  be  expe&ed,  and  the  Merchants 
were  left  at  full  Liberty  to  produce  their  Witneffes,  and 
to  make  out  all  that  they  could  ;  which,  though  it  af¬ 
forded  no  Remedy  to  thefe  Mifchiefs,  yet  it  took  the 
Weight  off  the  Miniftry,  and  gave  the  Nation  general 
Satisfaction,  as  all  Enquiries,  ftrictiy  and  impartially 
profecuted,  ever  muft  n. 

We  are  now,  according  to  the  Method  hitherto  pur- 
fued  in  this  Work,  to  give  the  Reader  an  Account  of 
the  Meafures  taken  for  the  fupplying  the  Service  of  the 
fucceeding  Year;  and  this,  the  Succefs  attending  the  War 
both  by  Sea  and  Land,  enables  us  to  do  in  a  very  fhort 
Space.  The  Queen  opened  the  Seffions  on  the  3d  of 
December ,  1706,  with  a  moft  gracious  Speech,  where¬ 
in  fhe  took  Notice  of  what  had  been  already  done,  and 
of  the  Reafons  which  obliged  her  to  defire,  that  as  great 
Difpatch  as  poflible  might  be  given  to  the  Supplies;  and 
how  great  Weight  her  Majefty’s  Recommendation  had. 
Will  appear  from  hence,  that  though  they  amounted 
Vol.  HI.  H  h 
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to  no  lefs  than  5,893,381 /.  15;.  3  d.  three  Farthings, 

I  ,  4  *  c  * 

yet  they  were  voted  in  lefs  than  a  Week;  fo  that  the 
Queen  came  on  the  21ft  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
having  fent  for  the  Commons,  the  Speaker  prefented 
the  Bills,  and  in  his  Speech  on  that  Occafion,  took  No¬ 
tice,  “  That  as  the  glorious  Vidlory  obtained  by  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  at  Ramillies ,  was  fo  furprizing, 
that  the  Battel  was  fought  before  it  could  be  thought 
“  the  Armies  could  be  in  the  Field,  fo  it  was  no  lefs 
“  furprizing,  that  the  Commons  had  granted  Supplies 
“  to  her  Majefty  before  the  Enemy  could  well  know 
<c  that  her  Parliament  was  fitting  °.” 

This  Care  of  the  Public  thus  {hewn,  the  Houfe  went 
into  the  Confideration  of  the  feveral  Expeditions  exe¬ 
cuted  within  the  Compafs  of  the  preceeding  Year,  and 
after  a  long  Debate,  on  the  27  th  of  January^  in  Re¬ 
lation  to  the  Method  of  carrying  on  the  War  in  Spain, 
it  was  carried  on  the  Queftion  by  a  Majority  of  250  a- 
gain  ft  150,  that  the  feveral  Sums  of  Money,  for  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  Services  for  the  Year  1706,  which  had  been 
agreed  to  by  this*Houfe,  had  been  advanced  and  expend¬ 
ed  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  >  for  the 
Intereft  of  King  Charles  III.  in  Spain  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  Enemy,  and  for  the  Safety  and  Honour  of  the 
Nation.  Not  long  after,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  take 
into  Confideration  the  Report  from  the  Committee,  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  feveral  Proprietors  of  Plantations 
in  the  Ifland  of  Nevis  and  St.  Ghrijlopher's  in  America , 
and  other  Merchants  trading  to  the  fame,  on  behalf  of 

themfelves 


*  See  Chandler’s  Debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  47. 
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theihfelves  and  the  other  Inhabitants  and  Traders  to  the 
faid  Iilands,  was  referred,  and  the  fame  being  read,  it 
was  Refolved,  “  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented 
*c  to  her  Majefty,  that  lire  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint 
“ ,  fuch  Perfons,  as  her  Majefty  fliall  think  fit,  to  en- 
“  quire  into  the  true  State  of  the  Lofles  of  the  People 
“  of  the  Iflands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chrijiopher’ s,  in  or- 
“  der  to  lay  the  fame  before  this  Houle  the  next  Seflion 
“  of  Parliament,  to  apply  what  may  be  convenient  for 
cc  the  better  fecuring  thofe  Iflands,  and  fupplying  them 
“  with  Neceflaries  in  Order  to  a  Refettlement.”  The 
faid  Addrefs  being  prefented  accordingly,  her  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  “  That  (he  was  very  well  plea- 
**  to  find  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  fo  com- 
“  paffionate  a  Senfe  of  the  Lofles  of  her  Subjects  in 
Nevis  and  St.  Cbrijlopher  s  $  as  alto  with  the  Concern 
“  Aey  Ihewed  upon  this  Occafion  for  the  Plantations 
“  which  were  fo  juftly  entitled  to  their  Care,  by  the 
“  large  Returns  they  made  to  the  Public  j  and  her  Ma- 
“  jefty  would  give  the  neceflary  Orders  for  what  the 
“  Houfe  had  defired  in  that  Matter.”  Accordingly  her 
Majefty  was  afterwards  pleafed  to  appoint  two  Gentle¬ 
men,  of  known  Ability  and  Integrity,  to  go  to  the 
faid  Iilands,  to  procure  an  exaft  State  of  the  Lofles  of 
her  Subjects  there,  in  Order  to  their  being  put  on  fuch  a 
Footing,  as  might  be  belt  for  the  particular  Benefit  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  the  general  Good  of  thefe  King- 
doms  pe 

1 
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The  Houfe  having  had  Notice  of  the  great  De- 
clenfion  of  our  Intereft  in,  and  Trade  to  Newfoundland , 
the  Marquis  of  Caer  mar  then  having  like  wife  acquainted 
them,  that  certain  Pirates  had  made  a  great  and  dan¬ 
gerous  Settlement  at  Madagafcar ,  where  they  threatened 
to  ereft  a  kind  of  thievifh  Republic,  little  inferior  to 
thofe  on  the  Coaft  of  Barbary  ;  and  having  offered  to 
go  himfelf  with  a  fmall  Squadron  to  put  an  End  to 
this  Mifchief  while  there  was  Room  left  for  doing  it, 
the  Houfe  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  thefe  Matters 

i 

into  their  Confideration  ;  who,  after  having  through¬ 
ly  examined  them,  came  to  the  following  Refolu- 
tions 

“  I.  That  a  great  Number  of  Pirates  have  fettled 
<c  themfelves  in  the  Ifland  of  Madagafcar ,  from  whence 
«  they  have  committed  many  great  Piracies,  Robberies, 

and  Depredations,  very  ruinous  to  Trade,  and  where¬ 
to  by  the  Lives  of  many  of  her  Majefty’s  good  Subjefts 
«  have  been  deftroyed. 

«  II.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  her 
«  Majefty,  That  fhe  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
<c  take  into  her  Royal  Confideration,  how  the  faid  Pi¬ 
ce  rates  may  be  fuppreffed,  and  their  further  Piracies, 
«  Robberies,  and  Depredations,  may  be  effedtually 
«  prevented.”  Which  Refolutions  were  on  the  8th 
of  April  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  The  fame  Day  it 
was  Refolved,  “  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented 
“  to  her  Majefty,  that  fhe  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 

“  ufe  her  Royal  Endeavours  to  recover  and  preferve  the 

“  ancient 


*  Chandler’s  Debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  67. 
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ancient  Poffeffions,  Trade,  and  Fifhery,  in  New- 
<c  foundland .” 

Her  Majefty  received  thefe  Addrelles  very  gracioufly, 
and  promifed  that  proper  Care  (hould  be  taken  with 
refpedt  to  the  Matters  contained  in  them  :  And  thus 
ended  the  Proceedings  of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
with  which  I  ihall  conclude  the  Events  of  this  Winter. 

We  have  now  run  through  the  Naval  Tranfadfions 

4* 

©f  about  Eighteen  Years,  in  which  fhort  Space  there 
happened  fo  many  Things  worthy  of  Remark,  and  our 
Maritime  Power  encreafed  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  is 
with  no  lmali  Difficulty  that  I  have  been  able  to  bring 
them  into  this  Compafs.  But  a  bare  Relation  of  Events 
will  very  little  Benefit  ordinary  Readers,  if  they  are  not 
attended  with  fome  few  Refle&ions,  in  Order  to  point 
out  the  Advantages  and  Difadvantages  which  befell  the 
Society  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Tranfa&ions.  The 
two  Wars,  in  which  we  were  engaged  in  Conjundlion 
with  the  Dutch ,  as  they  demonftrated  on  the  one  Hand 
our  mighty  Power  at  Sea,  fo  on  the  other  they  put  us 
to  a  mighty  Expence.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
the  Year  1702,  in  a  Reprefentation  to  the  Queen,  fay 
exprefly.  That  from  November  1688,  to  March  the 
8th  1701,  there  had  been  raifed  for  the  Service  of  the 
War,  45,568,725/.  19  s.  2  d.  Halfpenny,  an  immenfe 
Sum  indeed  !  As  to'  the  Expences  of  Queen  Anne's 
War,  we  {hall  take  Notice  of  them  when  we  come  to 
the  Conclufion  of  it:  At  prefent  let  us  obferve,  that  one 
National  End,  with  refpedt  to  England ,  was,  in  this  laft 
War  particularly,  in  a  great  Meafure  anfwered,  I  mean 
the  Deftruftion  of  the  French  Power  at  Sea  ;  for  after 
the  Battel  of  Malaga ,  we  hear  no  more  of  their  great 
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Fleets ;  and  though  by  this  the  Number  of  their  Priva¬ 
teers  was  very  much  encreafed,  yet  the  Lofles  of  our 
Merchants  were  far  lefs  in  the  latter,  than  in  the  former 
Reign,  which  I  think  was  chiefly  owing  to  a  Series  of 
Enquiries  conftantly  carried  on  either  in  one  Houfe  of 
Parliament  or  the  other.  ' 

The  Succeis  of  our  Arms  at  Sea,  and  the  Neceffity 
pf  protedling  our  Trade,  joined  to  the  Popularity  of 
every  Step  taken  towards  the  encreafing  our  Maritime' 
Power,  cccaficned  fuch  Meafures  to  be  purfued  in  or¬ 
der  thereto,  as  annually  added  to  its  Force.  The  great 
Storm  in  1703,  the  Misfortunes  that  fo  many  Squadrons 
met  with  in  the  JVeJl-lndigs ,  our  ill  Luck  in  regard  to 
the  Dunkirk  Privateers,  and  in  ihort  every  other  unto¬ 
ward  Accident  which  fell  out  within  this  Period  of  Time, 
though  it  bore  hard  upon  private  Perfons,  and  was  in¬ 
jurious  to  our  T rade  in  general,  yet  it  was  in  the  main 
beneficial  to  our  Marine,  inafmuch  as  it  gave  a  Handle 
for  augmenting  it,  as  every  Thing  tending  thereto  was 
well  received.  Hence  arofe  that  mighty  Difference 
which,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  170 6,  appeared  in  the 
Royal  Navy  ;  which  not  only  in  the  Number,  but  the 
Quality  of  the  Ships  of  which  it  was  compofed,  w'as 
greatly  fuperior  to  what  it  had  been  from  the  Time  of 

-m 

the  Revolution,  or  even  before  it.  The  CEconomy 
and  Difcipline  of  our  Marine,  was  alfo  much  mended, 
and  thofe  Jealoufies  in  a  great  Meafure  worn  out,  which 
had  been  very  prejudicial  to  Men  of  the  greateft  Merit, 
during  the  preceeding  Reign,  as  they  certainly  were  in 
the  latter  Part  of  this,  when  they  were  molt  unfortu¬ 
nately  revived.  The  great  Encouragement  given  to  the 
Sailors,  by  taking  the  utmoft  Care  of  the  Sick  and 

Wounded, 
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Wounded,  exa6t  and  fpeedy  paying  of  Prize-Money, 
and  the  many  extraordinary  Orders  that  from  1  imc  to 
Time  were  ilTued  in  their  Favour,  and  are  ftill  to  be 
-met  with  in  our  Gazettes,  from  whence  fome  of  them 
have  been  cited  in  this  Work,  gave  a  mighty  Spirit  to 
our  Sailors,  and  in  a  Manner  extinguifhed  that  Prejudice 
which  has  fince  revived  againft  going  to  Sea  in  a  Man 
of  War.  Thus,  in  this  Refped,  whatever  we  might  do 
in  others,  the  Nation  certainly  throve  by  the  War,  that 
is  to  fay,  we  grew  conftantly  ftronger,  our  Fleets  more 
numerous  and  better  manned  ;  fo  that  at  the  Time  I 
conclude  this  Volume,  we  were  much  more  capable  of 
aflerting  our  Claim  to  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea,  than 
at  the  Time  the  War  began. 

If  any  of  my  Readers  fhould  entertain  a  Doubt, 
either  as  to  the  Truth  of  the  Fads  here  laid  down,  or 
the  Solidity  of  the  Judgment  I  have  delivered  upon 
them,  I  think  I  need  only  turn  him  over,  for  Satis- 
fadion,  to  foreign  Authors  3  for  certainly,  if  they  con¬ 
cur  in,  Sentiment  with  me  on  this  Head,  there  ought  to 
be  no  Difpute  about  it.  But  if  we  dip  into  any  of  the 
jfrench  Political  Writers,  we  (hall  not  fail  to  find  them 
deploring  the  vifible  Decay  of  their  Maritime  Power, 
from  the  Time  of  the  Battel  of  Malaga ,  and  conftant¬ 
ly  blaming  the  Adminiftration,  for  not  bending  their 
Thoughts  to  the  Recovery  of  it  fo  much  as  they  ought 
to  have  done  3  which  they,  generally  fpeaking,  afcribe 
to  the  vaft  Expence  of  the  War  by  Land,  which  would 
not,  by  any  Means,  admit  the  diverting  fuch  Supplies 
as  were  neceflary  for  the  Service  of  the  Sea.  From 
thefe  Complaints,  which  are  certainly  well  founded,  it 
is  manifeft  that,  on  the  one  Hand,  their  Maritime  Pow- 
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er  declined,  whilft  ours  encreafed  ;  and  on  the  other,  that 
this  Declenfion  grew  fo  faft  upon  them,  that  their  ableft 
Minifters  thought  it  vain  to  ftruggle,  and  therefore  gave 
up  all  further  Concern  for  their  Reputation  in  this  Re- 
fped:  in  a  Fit  of  Defpair,  out  of  which  nothing  but  our 
Inactivity  or  Negligence  can  recover  them. 

To  this  I  may  add,  that  as  the  Spanijh  Naval  Power 
had  been  long  decaying,  fo  by  this  War  it  was  totally 
deftroyed  :  They  had  indeed  a  few  Galleys  in  the  Battel 
of  Malaga ,  and  it  may  be  half  a  Dozen  Men  of  War 
in  the  Wejl-Indies ;  but  upon  the  whole,  they  had  fuch 
an  Occafion  for  Ships  of  Force,  and  had  fo  few  of  them, 
that  the  Afliftance  given  them  by  the  French ,  contribu-* 
ted  not  a  little  to  the  Declenfion  of  their  Marine,  as 
appears  by  the  Definition  of  their  Men  of  War  at  Vigo, 
which  was  a  Lofs  they  were  never  able  to  repair  $  and 
though  it  be  very  true,  that  whilft  Spain  was  governed 
by  a  Prince  of  the  Houfeof  Aujlria ,  and  lived  in  Amity 
with  us,  we  were  rather  bound  to  encourage  and  protet, 
than  any  ways  to  leflen  or  deprefs  the  Spanijh  Power 
at  Sea ;  yet  by  the  pafiing  of  this  Crown  into  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon ,  our  Intereft,  in  this  Refpet,  was  entirely 
changed,  and  the  leflening  their  Maritime  Strength  was 
a  comparative  Augmentation  of  our  own ;  and  this  I 
take  to  be  the  principal  Reafon,  that  through  the  Courfe 
of  the  War,  France  complained  fo  much  of  the  Burden 
of  Spain 9  For  though  by  the  Returns  of  her  Plate- 

Fleets,  and  letting  the  French  for  a  Time  fhare  in  the 
Trade  of  the  South-Seas ,  ihe  might  repair  that  Lofs 

i 

of  Treafure,  which  the  maintaining  fo  many  Armies 
for  her  Service  might  occafion,  yet  the  Lofs  of  that 

Maritime 
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Maritime  Power,  which  was  now  to  protedl  both  States, 
was  a  Lofs  that  never  could  be  repaired,  as  Reafon 
taught  wife  People  then,  and  as  we  have  been  taught  by 
Experience  fince. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  faid,  that  as  the  Dutch  were 
concerned  in  this  War  as  well  as  we,  as  they  fhared 
jointly  in  the  Dangers  and  Expences  of  it,  fo  they  muff 
have  been  equally  Gainers  in  Refpeft  to  their  Trade 
and  Maritime  Power.  But  as  to  this  it  is  mod:  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  French ,  according  to  the  Information 
they  have  received  from  the  moll  intelligent  Dutchmen , 
take  the  Thing  to  be  quite  otherwife,  and  argue  on  it 
to  the  Dutch  themfelves,  as  if  it  was  a  Fa6l  out  of 
Difpute,  from  whence  they  take  Occafion  to  alledge, 
that  while  the  Englijh  made  a  Pretence  of  ruining  the 
Maritime  Power  of  France ,  they,  in  Reality,  aimed  at 
doing  as  much  for  the  Dutch ,  in  order  to  fecure  univer- 
fal  Trade,  and  the  fupreme  Power  of  the  Sea,  to  them¬ 
felves.  How  far  the  Fortune  of  War  might  put  this 
In  our  Power,  I  will  not  fay,  but  this  I  will  venture 
to  afiert,  and  hope  it  will  be  readily  credited,  that 
fuch  a  Thing  was  never  in  our  Intention.  The  flip¬ 
planting  Allies,  is  a  Strain  of  Policy  common  to  the 
French^  but,  without  Partiality  I  may  fay,  unknown  to 
the  BritonSr.  We  have  fought  for  our  Allies,  and  con¬ 
quered  for  our  Allies  ;  nay,  we  have  fometimes  paid  our 
Allies  for  fighting  in  their  own  Caufe,  and  for  their  own 
Profit  but  to  over-reach  our  Allies,  efpecially  our  good 
Allies  the  Dutch ,  was,  I  dare  fay,  never  in  our  Will, 
or  in  our  Power.  This  indeed  I  mull  own,  that  in  the 
Conduct  of  this  Jail  War,  efpecially  to  the  Year  1706, 


we 
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we  had  as  much  the  Lead  in  Councils  as  ever  the  Dutch 
had  in  the  former  War;  for  this  we  paid  largely,  and, 
I  think,  we  had  a  Right  to  it,  if  we  got  any  Thing  by 
it.  I  muft  alfo  ingenuoully  confefs,  that  the  (Economy 
of  the  Dutch  greatly  hurt  their  Reputation  and  their 
Trade.  Their  Men  of  War  in  the  Mediterranean 
were  always  victualled  fhort,  and  their  Convoys  were 
fo  weak  and  ill  provided,  that  for  one  Ship  we  loft,  they 
loft  five,  which  begat  a  general  Notion,  that  we  were 
fafer  Carriers,  which  certainly  had  a  good  Effeft.  So 
that,  taking  all  Things  together,  I  doubt  whether  the 
Credit  of  the  Englijh  Nation  abroad,  or  the  Spirits  of 
the  People  at  home,  were  ever  higher  than  at  this  Period 
of  Time.  >  ;  . 

Hence  it  was,  that  our  Trade  rather  encreafed  than 
diminilhed  in  this  laft  War,  and  that  we  gained  fo  fig- 
pally  by  our  ftrict  Intercourfe  with  Portugal ;  concern¬ 
ing  which  I  will  take  the  Liberty  of  running  over  a  few 
Fads  that  are  not  commonly  attended  to.  When  the 
War  firft  broke  out,  Portugal  was  allied  to  the  two 
Crowns ;  and  with  great  Difficulty  it  wa?  that  we  de¬ 
tached  that  Monarch  from  their  Intereft:  but  the  Means 
by  which  we  detached  him,  ought  not  to  remain  a  Se¬ 
cret.  In  the  Treaty  he  concluded  with  Lewis  XIV. 
and  his  Grandfon,  he  had  ftipulated  that  he  fliould  be 
protected  by  an  annual  Fleet  from  France  \  but  when 
he  found  that  this  could  not  be  complyed  with,  and  that 
if  he  performed  his  Part  of  the  Agreement,  his  Coaft 
would  be  left  open  to  the  Infults  of  the  Maritime  Powers, 
he  faw  theNcceffity  of  changing  his  Party,  which  induced 
him  to  make  a  Treaty  with  us  in  1703  3  and  when  the 

French 
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French  Miniller,  M.  de  Chdteauneuf . ,  reproache  )  h  m 
for  thus  changing  Sides,  Don  Pedro  replied,  with  great 
Spirit,  “  If  your  Mailer  had  fent  thirty  Ships  of  the  Line 
to  cruize  between  Lijhon  and  Setubal ,  I  had  never  quitt- 
ed  his  Alliance;  and  therefore  I  would  have  you  let  him 
**  know,  that  he  ought  to  blame  himfelf,  not  me,  for  the 
<c  Confequences’h  By  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  conclud¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  Crown  by  Mr.  Methuen ,  we  were  pro¬ 
digious  Gainers ;  and  I  will  even  venture  to  fay,  that  this 
fingle  Alliance  was  worth  more  to  us,  than  all  the  Ne¬ 
gotiations  in  the  former  Reign.  The  Portugueze  began 
to  feel  the  comfortable  Effe&s  of  the  Mines  they  had 
difcovered  in  Brazil ,  and  the  prodigious  Commerce  that 
followed  thereupon  with  us,  made  their  good  Luck,  in 
this  Refpedl,  in  a  great  Meafure  ours  alfo  ;  and  fo  it  has 
been  ever  fmce,  other  wife  I  know  not  how  the  Expen- 
ces  of  the  War  could  have  been  borne :  For,  as  Do&or 
Davenant  juftly  computed,  the  running  Cafh  of  this 
Kingdom,  at  the  Time  the  Revolution  happened,  could 
not  be  above  18,000,000;  at  the  Acceffion  of  the  Queen 
■we  had  not  fo  much;  but  at  the  Time  of  concluding 
the  Union  it  was  encreafed  again  very  confiderably, 
which  mull  be  attributed  in  a  great  Meafure  to  oux  Por¬ 
tugal  Trade  :  And  this,  as  I  have  made  it  manifeft,  we 
owed  entirely  to  our  Power  at  Sea. 

As  to  our  Trade  with  the  Spanijh  Weft-Indies  by  the 
Canal  of  Cadiz ,  it  was  certainly  very  much  interrupted 
by  the  War  at  the  Beginning  ;  but  afterwards  it  was  in 
good  Meafure  reflored,  as  well  by  our  direft  Corre- 
fpondence  with  Spain,  after  the  Reduction  of  feveral 
Provinces  under  the  Power  of  King  Charles  III.  as  thro’ 

Portugal, 
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Portugal ,  by  which  a  very  great,  though  contraband. 
Trade  was  carried  on.  We  were  at  the  fame  Time  very 
great  Gainers  by  our  Trade  with  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft- Indies y  as  I  am  fatisfied  from  feveral  French  Authors, 
who  complain  that  their  Colonies  fuffered  much  lefs  from 
our  Naval  Force,  than  they  did  from  the  Lofs  of  this 
Trade  ;  which  is  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the  Complaints 
of  the  Jamaica  Merchants  againft  Commodore  Ker9 
who  was  very  negligent  in  protecting  their  Sloop  Trade, 
by  which  they  were  great  Sufferers.  The  Reafon  they 
affign  alfo  for  his  Negligence,  is  yet  a  ftronger  Proof ; 
for  they  allege,  that  he  would  not  grant  them  Convoys, 
without  fharing  in  their  Profits ;  and  if  thefe  had  not 
been  very  confiderable,  they  could  never  have  tempted 
an  Officer  of  his  Rank  to  run  fuch  a  Rifque.  The 
lame  Thing  may  be  faid  of  the  Complaints  of  the  other 
Colonies,  which,  however  juft  in  themfelves,  yet  if 
they,  as  evident  it  is  they  did,  grew  richer,  more  po¬ 
pulous,  and  carried  their  Trade  farther,  then  it  is  furely- 
as  evident,  that  the  Nation  in  general  gained  confiderably 
in  this  Branch  ;  to  which  I  may  add,  that  the  Aft  for 
giving  a  Bounty  upon  Hemp  imported  from  our  Plan¬ 
tations,  and  other  Laws,  were  fufficient  Inftances  of  the 
Inclination  of  the  Miniftry  to  promote  Commerce  and 
Navigation  as  far  as  it  lay  in  their  Power.  , 

,  There  is  another  Remark  that  naturally  arifes  upon 
this  Subjeft,  and  that  is  the  mighty  Spirit  which  appeared 
amongft  our  Merchants,  and  enabled  them  to  carry  on 
all  their  Schemes  with  fuch  Vigour,  as  kept  a  conftant 
Circulation  of  Money  through  the  Kingdom,  and  af¬ 
forded  fuch  mighty  Encourgement  to  all  Manufactures, 
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2s  have  rendered  the  Remembrance  of  thofe  Times  grate¬ 
ful  in  worfe.  Our  Succeiles  abroad,  our  Victories  by 
Land  and  Sea,  the  Refpedt  paid  to  us  by  all  the  States 
of  Europe,  ferve  to  heighten  and  fuftain  this  Spirit,  which 
is  at  once  the  Source  and  Soul  of  Profperity,  and  a  Nation 
grows  low  and  lifelefs,  as  foon  as  it  is  taken  away. 
There  were  indeed  fome  accidental  Advantages  which 
attended  the  latter  Part  efpecially  of  this  Period,  that 
have  not  been  always  vifible  in  preceeding  or  fucceeding 
Times.  Amongft  thefe  I  reckon,  in  the  firft  Place,  an 
unfeigned  Loyalty  ;  for  it  was  the  Felicity  of  this  Prin- 
cefe,  that  her  Perfon  was  dear  to  all  her  Subje&s,  even  to 
thofe  who  quellioned  her  Title;  and  this  produced  a- 
nother  Advantage,  which  was  a  kind  of  Coalition  of 
Parties,  of  which  I  rather  chufe  to  fay  fomething  at  the 
End  of  this  Volume,  becaufe  after  the  Union,  Parties 
broke  loofe  again,  and  threw  us,  as  they  will  always  do, 
into  the  utmoft  Confufion.  At  the  Beginning  of  the 
War,  the  Tories  were  as  heartily  for  it  as  the  Whigs* 
and  if  they  grew  weary  of  it  by  Degrees,  it  mull:  be 
acknowledged,  that  they  might  be  tempted  thereto  in 
fome  Refpefts  by  the  ill  Ufage  they  met  with.  While 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  elteemed  a  Tory,  his 
Services  were  often  extenuated,  and  though  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  gave  him  Thanks,  there  was  a  Party  that  denied 
him  Merit.  When  he  and  the  Treafurer  went  over  to 
the  Whigs,  the  Scale  turned  fo  ftrongly  in  their  Favour, 
that  none  could  be  employed  who  were  not  of  this  De¬ 
nomination  ;  and  thus  Sir  George  Rooke  was  laid  afide 
immediately  after  he  had  gained  a  Vidtory,  honourable 
in  every  Refpedt,  but  molt  honourable  in  this,  that  it  was 

wholly 
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wholly  owing  to  the  Prudence  and  Condudt  of  the  Ad¬ 
miral  Before  the  Whigs  gained  this  Afcendancy,  and 
both  Parties  were  embarked  in  theCaufe  of  their  Country, 

their  Unanimity  produced  thofe  Supplies,  which  enabled 
our  Armies  and  Fleets  to  adt  as  they  did  j  and  taught  the 
moft  haughty  and  faithlefs  of  all  Powers,  that  Bounds 
might  be  fet  to  its  Force,  though  not  to  its  Ambition. 
The  laft  Advantage  I  fhall  fpeak  of,  was  the  public 
Spirit  of  Parliaments  in  the  Queen’s  Reign.  If  they 
gave  in  one  Seffions,  they  enquired  in  the  next,-  and  it 
is  impoffible  to  mention  any  remarkable  Expedition  with¬ 
in  thefe  fix  Years,  which  was  not  examined  and  cleared 
up  by  fuch  Enquiries ;  fo  that  the  People  faw  and  knew 
what  they  were  doing,  which  encouraged  them  to  pay 
chearfully,  at  the  fame  Fime  that  it  put  them  upon 
endeavouring  to  acquire  by  their  Induftry  what  might 
maintain  them  happily,  notwithftanding  thefe  large, 
but  necefiary  Expences. 

It  is  certainly  Matter  of  great  Satisfaction  to  me, 
and  muft  be  fo  to  every  Man  who  wifhes  well  to  his 
Country,  that  after  running  through  a  Series  of  fuch 
Events,  felting  out  at  firft  with  the  Sight  of  fo  great  a 
Naval  Power  as  the  French  King  had  afiembled,  while 
we  ftruggled  under  many  Difficulties  }  and  when  we  got 
Out  of  that  troublefome  War,  found  ourfelves  loaded 
with  a  Debt  too  heavy  to  be  Ihaken  off  in  a  fhort  In¬ 
terval  of  Peace  :  It  muft,  I  fay,  be  a  great  Satisfaction 
to  be  able,  at  the  Clofe  of  this  Volume,  to  aflert,  that 

•  I 

we  had  overcome  all  thefe  Difficulties ;  and,  inftead  of 
feeing  the  Navy  of  France  riding  on  our  Coafts,  fent 
every  Year  a  powerful  Fleet  to  infult  theirs,  fuperior  to 

them, 
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them,  not  only  in  the  Ocean,  but  in  the  Mediterranean , 
forcing  them,  as  it  were,  entirely  out  of  the  Sea; 
and  this,  not  by  the  Thunder  of  our  Cannon,  but  by 
the  diftant  ProfpeCI  of  our  Flag  ;  as  at  the  railing  the 
Siege  of  Barcelona ,  when  the  Son  of  the  French  King* 
the  famous  Count  de  Thoulouje ,  High  Admiral  of  France , 
fled  from  Sir  John  Leake ,  and  took  fhelter  in  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Toulon* 

By  this,  we  not  only  fecured  our  Trade  in  the  Le¬ 
vant,  and  lengthened  our  Intereft  with  all  the  Italian 
Princes,  but  ftruck  the  States  of  Barbary  with  Terror, 
and  even  awed  the  Grand  Signior  himfelf,  fo  far  as  to 
prevent  his  Aliening  to  any  Propofitions  from  France . 
Such  were  the  Fruits  of  the  Increafe  of  our  Naval  Pow¬ 
er,  and  of  the  Manner  in  which  it  was  employed ;  and, 
though  fome,  through  Mifconception  of  the  Advantages 
flowing  from  this  Difpofition  in  thofe  Princes  and  States; 
and  fome  again,  from  a  perverfe  Humour,  perhaps  of 
objecting  againft  whatever  carried  us  into  a  great  Ex¬ 
pence,  inveighed  againft  fending  fuch  mighty  Fleets  into 
thofe  Seas ;  yet  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  while 
we  continued  this  War,  fuch  Fleets  were  neceffary; 
that  they  at  once  protected  our  Allies,  and  attached  them 
to  our  Intereft ;  and  which  is  of  greater  Importance 
than  all  the  reft,  that  they  eftablifhed  our  Reputation  for 
Maritime  Force,  fo  effectually,  that  we  feel  even  at  this 
Day,  the  happy  Effedts  of  that  Fame  which  we  then 
acquired.  Of  what  Confequence  therefore  could  the 
Expences  of  thefe  Fleets,  however  large,  be  to  a  Nation 
like  this  ?  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  the  greateft  Part 
of  it  only  fhifted  Hands,  fince  it  is  the  peculiar  Property 
of  Naval  Expences,  that,  though  they  rife  ever  fo  high, 

they 
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they  can  hardly  ever  impoverilh,  becaufe  they  are  raifed 
on  one  Part  of  the  Society,  and  laid  out  with  the  other, 
and  by  a  natural  Circulation,  mull:  certainly  very  foon 
return  into  the  firft  Hands. 

It  is  a  further  Satisfaction,  that  we  can  fafely  fay, 
our  Trade  flourifhed  through  the  Courfe  of  the  War, 
and  our  Merchants  were  fo  loyal  to  the  Queen, 
and  fo  well  affected  to  her  Government,  that  upon  every 
Occafion  they  were  ready  to  credit  the  Adminiftration 
with  the  beft  Part  of  that  immenfe  Wealth  that  had 
been  raifed  under  their  Protection.  Thefe  were  glorious 
Times  indeed,  if  Riches,  Victory,  and  Honour,  can 
render  a  Nation  glorious,  and  for  all  thefe  mighty  Ad¬ 
vantages,  we  flood  indebted  to  the  maternal  Affection 
of  the  Queen,  the  Wifdom  and  Probity  of  her  Minifters, 
the  heroic  Courage  and  generous  public  Spirit  of  the 
Officers  fhe  employed,  by  Land  and  Sea ;  and  above 
all  to  the  fincere  Union  of  Parties  amongft  us,  the  Con¬ 
tempt  of  private  Advantages,  and  a  fteady  Concern  for 
the  Safety,  Reputation,  and  future  Profperity  of  this 
Nation.  May  the  Remembrance  and  Example  of  thefe 
Virtues,  have  fome  Effect,  even  upon  this  degenerate 
Age !  Let  us  refolve  to  imitate  our  Anceftors,  or  let 
us  not  reflect  Difbonour  on  their  Reputation,  by  calling 
ourfelves  their  Pofterity. 


'The  END  of  the  Third  Volume. 


H-z> 


T 


E  X 


* 


A. 


Page 


H 

ib. 

*5 

45 


ADMIRALTY,  Englijh,  complained  of,  and  when. 

- - Of  whom  compofed. 

*  *  Make  their  Defence,  and  how. 

- - Their  Power  difputed, 

'  ~  Confirmed  by  Authority  of  Parliament,  ib.  iff  in  Note. 

•“■***“" ***•  Their  Management  no  way  fatisfadfory. 

— •  1  heir  Books  ordered  to  be  infpedled  into,  when,  and 
by  whom.  406 

1  The  good  Effects  of  fuch  Infpedtion.  ib. 

- - Further  Complaints,  with  regard  to  negledt  of  Duty, 

and  by  whom.  ^0y 

I  he  Lords  Addrefs  to  the  Queen  thereupon.  ib. 
in  the  Notes. 

— - -  A  thorough  Change  made,  and  by  what  Means.  409 

— - *  Further  Complaints,  and  by  whom.  46^ 

- - Lofe  their  Interefl  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 

the  Effedts  of  it.  ih 

- African  Company ,  Royal \  refolve  to  exert  their  Force  in  Guinea , 
and  why.  jg^ 

- - —  Never  confult  the  Adminiflration  about  it,  and  why. 

ib. 

— - Give  Orders  to  their  Agent  accordingly.  ib. 

• - His  Succefs  in  the  Profecution  of  it.  1  S6 

Aleudia ,  Gonde  de,  his  vigorous,  though  unfuccefsful,  Defence 
of  the  Ifland  of  Majorca.  ^  ,(I 

* — - Is  carried  off,  by  whom,  and  for  what.  ib. 

Alicant ,  the  Reduction  of  it  attempted.  ^7 

- Meafures  taken,  upon  Refuftl  to  furrender,  of  be¬ 
sieging  it  by  Land,  as  well  as  attacking  it  by  Sea.  ib. 

•— -  Mahoni ,  the  Governor,  is  forced  to  retire  into  the 

Caflle  ;  is  fummoned  to  furrender,  and  by  whom.  4  ig 

- - -  Peremptorily  refufes  ;  but  is  compelled  at  laft/  and 

.  by  whom. 

— - The  Confequence  of  this  Adlion.  4-4.0 

Ann,  Queen,  her  AccelTion  to  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain. 

j  .  3oz 

A  1  Opens 


1 


-4 


INDEX. 

”  Opens  her  Reign  with  a  Speech,  and  the  Contents 
of  it.  _  _  303 

- - -  Her  ConduCl  at  the  Beginning  highly  fatisfaCtory  to 

all  Parties.  ib.  in  the  Nates . 

*  - Not  fo  happy  in  the  latter  Part  of  it,  and  why.  ib . 

*  - -  Declares  War  againft  France  and  Spain.  310 

*  - —  Her  Speech,  and  the  Contents  of  it,  in  December  1 706, 

465 

*  ■'  The  fpeedy  Supplies  confequent  thereupon.  ib. 

Armada ,  Spanijh ,  the  fad  State  and  Condition  of  it.  1 3 1 
Aft  by,  John ,  Captain,  knighted,  and  why.  7  feq. 

*  - Purfues  the  French  Fleet  through  the  Race  of  Alderney. 

69 

• — —  Is  cenfured  thereupon,  and  why.  ib. 

-  -  ■  Is  examined  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  why. 

84. 

■ - Clears  himfelf  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Houfe,  and  is 

acquitted  with  Honour.  lb. 

Aylmer ,  Matthew,  Efq;  how  promoted,  and  by  whom,  87 

- -  Is  fent  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  for  what.  243 

»•  ■  ■  -  Proves  fuccefsful.  ib. 


B. 


BANT  RT-B  AT,  an  Engagement  there  between  the 
French  and  Engli/h.  5 

- - The  Confequences  thereof.  6 

Barcelona ,  the  Siege  of  it  raifed, ,  and  by  whofe  Means.  1 31 
-  An  Attempt  on  it  propofed,  by  whom,  and  at  whofe 

Requelt.  _  4*6 

* - Is  befieged  accordingly.  Ibid,  iff  in  the  Botes. 

—  Is  furrendered  on  Capitulation.  41  7 

_ _ The  good  EfftCts  of  it,  and  to  whom.  .  ib. 

_ _ The  Reduction  of  it  efteemed  a  very  extraordinary 

Event,  and  to  what  in  Reality  to  be  afcribed.  41 8 

_ _ Is  invefted  by  a  numerous  French  Army,  who  attack  the 

Place,  but  are  repulfed  with  a  confiderable  Lofs,  and  by 


what  Means.  43^ 

„ _ _  The  Siege  raifed  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner,  and 

by  whom.  434 

- - The  Stores  left  behind,  and  why.  435 

Bart,  John,  who.  *3 

- - Is  taken  Prifoner,  but  efcapes.  *4 

—  Is  rewarded,  for  what,  and  by  whom.  lb. 

_ Attacks  the  Dutch  Baltic  Fleet,  and  with  Succefs.  1 7 1 


1 


INDEX. 


tl-ereofttSCked  and  by  whom’  and  the  C°n^quence 

Bellamont  Ear!  of,  made  Governor  of  Neiv-York,  and  New- 
England,  and  why. 

Beriberi,  Admiral,  chafes  Du  Bart's  Squadron,  but  to  no  Pur- 

•—  f  Iis  Conduct,  in  Defence  of  the  Scots  at  Darien,  hio-h- 
iy  commended.  J 

Expedition  to  the  Weft- Indies  in  1701.  XX 

The  Defign  of  it.  7 

-  ‘  Goes  to  Hiftpaniola  in  1702,  and  why. 

1  *  Tranfadtions  there. 

'  ^ads  sEer wards  to  Santa  Martha.  33c 

—  A  fharp  Engagement  happens  near  that  Place.  vX 

- - Is  wounded  therein.  ft* ft 

*  *  ^  advifed  to^defilt,  and  by  whom.  °fto 

Returns  to  Jamaica,  fick,  and  weak  with  his  Wounds. 

ih. 

Grows  melancholy,  on  Account  of  the  Treachery  of  his 
Captains,  and  foon  after  dies.  «  g 

Berkley,  John,  Lord,  how  promoted,  and  by  whom.  g- 

*  - Sails  for  St.  Helens.  *  T  1 

'  —  Calls  a  Council  of  War  there,  and  by  whofe  Orders! 

*  - —  The  Refolutions  taken  thereupon  -f* 

^irsSir  J°hn'  Knt'  Rear~Admiral  England,  his  Me- 

Boca-Chic  a  taken,  when,  and  by  whom  288 

Bombardments  Englijb,  not  fuch  trivial  Enterprizes  as  \Z 

French  would  reprefen t  them.  (  C 

V°  the  Confty, 

Terms  *  Bourhon>  and  kas  it  foon  furrendered  upon 

— —  Makes  a  Deicer, t  afterwards  on  the  Jfland  Goer  el  In 
Guinea,  and  with  good  Succefs  9 

Breda  The ,  a  Council  of  War  held  on  Board  her,  and  the 
Refolutions  thereupon.  c 

Breft,  a  Defign  upon  it  ;  but  not  fuccefsful,  and  why.  V. 

- —  The  Debarkment  there,  whofe  Scheme,  and  bv  whom 

thought  an  impracticable  Projeft.  " 

- - Prcpofed  to  be  bombarded,  and  by  whom  , ,! 

- - -  But  deemed  a  ra(h>  and  ineradicable  Undertaking! 

- Another  Projed  againft  it,  but  unfuccefsful.  \2 

/;  ft;ong  Squadron  fitting  out  there  by  the  French 
the  Meafures  taken  to  prevent  it.  * 

r  •  200 

1  2  Britannia, 


I  N  D  E  X. 

Britannia ,  'The,  a  Council  of  War  held  in  her,  in  May  1694, 
who  then  prefent,  and  the  Refolutions  taken  -thereupon. 


117 

Buccaneers ,  angry  with  Pointis ,  and  why.  210 

—  - Return  to  Carthagena  thereupon,  and  with  what  View. 

zb . 

—  . —  Their  Demands  on  the  Spaniards ,  and  unheard  of 

Cruelties  to  force  Difcoveries.  212 

- -  The  Value  of  their  Seizure,  what.  213 

•  -  Retreat  to  St.  Domingo,  and  why.  zb . 

Byng9  Sir  George,  is  fent  into  the  Soundings ,  and  for  what. 

413  &  fip 

•  - -  His  good  Succefs  there. 


C. 

CAD  1Z  -Expedition,  by  whom  concerted,  and  for  what 

Purpofe.  3 10 

— - The  Difappointments  met  with  in  it,  not  owing  either 

to  the  Duke  of  Ormond ,  or  Sir  George  Rooke.  3 1 7 

.  —  A  Defcent  on  it  demonftrated  to  be  a  very  improper, 

and  fatal  Attempt.  349,  in  the  Notes. 

— - o-A  fecond  Attack  on  it  propofed,  but  found  impracti¬ 
cable,  and  why.  3^4 

Carmarthen,  Marquifs  of,  miftakes  a  Fleet  of  Merchant-men 
for  the  Breft  Squadron,  and  the  ill  Confequences  arifing 

therefrom.  .  I5  4 

_ _ _ Propofes  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  extirpate  the 

Pirates  at  Madagafcar .  4^ 

__ _ The  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  thereupon.  ib. 

Charles  II.  King  of  Spain ,  demands  an  Englijh  Convoy  for 

his  Wife,  and  why. 

_ _ ~  His  Requeft  complied  with,  and  why.  16 

Charles,  Arch-Duke  of  Auftria,  is  declared  King  of  Spain , 
by  his  Father,  and  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  the  Allies.  362 
r  .  .  _  is  waited  on  by  Sir  George  Rooke ,  with  whom  he  ar¬ 
rives  at  Spit head, .  a  i\n^i 

_ _ _  is  received  there  by  the  Dukes  of  Somerfet  ana  Marl¬ 
borough  ;  met  afterwards  at  Windfor  by  the  Prince  o t  Dezi ■- 
mark,  and  very  gracioufly  received  by  the  Queen.  zb. 

_ _ _  His  ConduCl  at  Barcelona.  <  43° 

_ _ _  His  Letter  to  Sir  John  Leake .  43  L  in  the  Bates. 

, _ _  Is  relieved  by  the  Siege  being  raifed.  .  433 

_ _ _  HI  is  Letter  to  Sir  John  Leake.  436,  in  the  Botes. 

_ _ -  Lofes  his  Intereft  with  the  Spaniards ,  and  on  what 

Account.  _  Though 


I  N  D  E  X. 

~  -  Though  once  Matter  of  Madrid ,  is  forced  to  quit  it 

again.  ib. 

Chrifiophers ,  St.  a  Defcent  made  upon  it,  and  by  whom.  174. 

*“■ . — «  Is  abandoned  by  the  French ,  and  by  them  fet  on  Fire. 

ib. 

Calais ,  a  Defign  to  bombard  it.  1  26 

•  -  But  not  put  in  Execution,  and  why.  ib. 

— ~  Another  Attempt  upon  it,  made  with  Succefs,  and  by 

whom.  i^2 

— —  -  Bombarded,  by  whom,  and  when.  164. 

Camarat'Bay ,  a  great  Number  of  French  Men  of  War  there. 

1 66 

—  A  Project  to  attack  them,  but  how  rendered  unfuccefs- 

ful-  ib .  fcf  feq. 

Caricfergus ,  taken,  and  by  whom.  1  2 

Carolina ,  an  Attempt  made  by  the  French  to  deftroy  it.  1  3 
Carter,  Rear-Admiral,  cruizes  as  near  the  French  Coatt  as 
pottible,  and  why.  62 

•  - -  Is  killed  in  an  Engagement  with  the  French ,  and  d.  -s 

like  a  Man  of  Honour. 

- His  Character  afperfed,  but  fully  cleared,  ib.  in  the 

Notes. 

Carthagena ,  furrendered,  and  to  whom.  407 

Catalonia ,  the  fad  Condition  of  the  Army  there.  1  j 

•  - The  Governour  of  it  forms  a  Defign  of  retaking  P ala  ¬ 

mos,  and  begs  the  Affiftance  of  Admiral  RuJJel.  141  & 
feq. 

Codrington ,  General,  prepares  an  Expedition  againtt  St.  Cbrif- 
tophers ,  and  why.  °  ^ 

-  Differs  with  Commodore  Wright,  and  the  Confequehce 


of  it. 


Confpiracy  againtt  King  William  difcovered,  and  an  intended 
Invafion  from  France.  ^ 

”  A  particular  Account  of  each.  ib.  the 

Lonjtabk,  j  ohm ,  is  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  at  ?»■< 

* - -  Several  Accufations  againft  him  being  fully  proved  i,L 

is  cafhier’d  accordingly.  r 

Corif  is  befieged,  and  by  whom. 

* — —  Surrenders  inftantly.  ;/ 

Cromnvel ,  his  Contempt  of  the  Power  at  Sea.  ^ 

Cri?/},  Captain,  is  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  and  for  what. 

~  "D  found  guilty,  and  has  Sentence  pronomcH  agr^  ft 
him  accordingly.  "•  B 


Ii  3 


Cz 


ar. 


f 


INDEX. 

Czar,  is  brought  from  Holland  to  England  by  King  William's 
Order,  and  meets  with  a  favourable  Reception.  224 

His  Deportment  approved  of,  and  his  grateful  Acknow- 


Jed^ments. 

D 


D. 

A  R  I E  N,  its  advantagious  Situation  for  Commerce. 

242 

Delaval,  Sir  Ralph,  his  fortunate  Efcape  from  the  French ,  and 
fafe  Arrival  in  the  Downs.  62 

•  - Is  appointed  to  execute  the  Office  of  Admiral  in  Con¬ 

junction  with  Henry  Ki  lie  grew  Efq;  and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel. 

86 

Denia  reduced,  and  by  whom.  419 

Denmark ,  King  of,  enters  into  a  War  with  Sweden.  261 
— —  ■  The  Grounds  of  it,  what.  ih. 

*  - A  private  Treaty  is  made,  and  with  whom,  immedi¬ 

ately  thereupon.  ih. 

— ■ —  The  Effedts  of  it.  '  262 

Denmark,  George ,  Prince  of,  is  conflituted  Lord  High- Ad¬ 
miral  of  England.  504 

- - The  Queen’s  Defign  therein  very  good.  ib. 

- - Has  a  Council  appointed  him,  and  who.  305 

Diep  is  bombarded,  and  reduced  to  Afhes.  124 

— — A  Medal  is  itruck  thereupon;  the  Device,  what.  125, 
in  the  Notes. 

Dilkes ,  Rear-Admiral,  his  Engagement  near  Granville ,  and  the 
Succefs  of  it,  what.  358 

Dubart ,  ‘John,  dies  in  1702.  331 

— — —  His  great  Character.  ib.  in  the  Notes. 

Dunbar,  Captain,  his  brave  Exploits  at  Diep.  124 

* — —  Is  defervedly  rewarded.  ib. 

D uncannon  C'altle,  furrendred  to  the  Englijh.  39 

Dunkirk ,  a  Deiign  againfl  it,  but  not  put  in  Execution,  and 
why.  126 

— —  Another  Attempt  upon  it,  and  by  whom.  150 

- - This  rendered  as  impraClicable  as  the  former,  and  by 

what  Means.  15 1 

- — *  The  Neceffity  of  keeping  it  in  its  prefent  Situation.  332 
Dutch ,  exclaim  againfl  the  Englijh  Miniftry,  and  why.  80 

— — Their  Line  of  Battle  joined  with  the  Englijh ;  its  for¬ 
midable  Appearance  at  St.  Helens ,  and  when.  89 

- — -  The  Marnier  of  its  Handing.  ih.  in  the  Notes. 
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E. 

\  *  -  ' 

IP  dST - 1 ND 1 A  Company,  Scotch ,  when,  and  by  what 
j  Means  procured.  239 

—  By  Virtue  of  an  Ad,  attempt  the  Settlement  of  a 
Colony  in  Darien.  241 

Settle  it  accordingly.  242 

— —  The  ill  Confequence  attending  it.  ib. 

•—  A  Naval  Force  fent  there,  and  why.  243 

E aft -India  Company,  Evglijb ,  the  Government  embarraffed 
with  the  Affairs  of  it.  240 

A  Scheme  for  ereding  a  new  one,  and  diffolving  the  old 
one;  with  the  real  Caufe  for  it.  241 

"  The  Privileges  granted  to  it  very  great.  ih. 

— •  An  AmbafTador  is  fent  to  the  Great  Mogul  to  promote 
it,  and  who.  -• 

— —  Mifcarried,  notwithftanding,  and  by  what  Means,  ib. 

•“ — T  ^  he  Old  and  New  united,  and  how.  273 

Englijh ,  exclaim  againfl  the  Proceedings  of  the  Miniflry,  and 
why.  y9 

— ■*  11 1  Are  alarmed  at  the  Report  of  an  Invafion.  200 

•— The  Lofs  fuftained  in  their  Navy  from  1688  to  1697, 
what. 


232 

—  Suffered  infinitely  more  in  their  Commerce  during  the 
War,  than  France,  and  why.  233 

Enquiries,  the  Difference  between  proper  and  peewjh  ones, 

w^at*  in  the  Notes,  230 

- - 2°°a  Effeds  of  them.  in  the  Notes .  407 

F. 

AIRBORNE,  Sir  Stafford,  is  fent  with  a  fmall 
Squadron  to  affift  at  the  taking  of  Oftend .  44_z 

-  Arrives  fo  near  it,  as  to  be  hred  upon,  and  returns  it. 


r  .  ’  Sails  ^rom  thence  to  Newport,  and,  after  the  Blockad 
of  it,  returns  to  Oftend.  A± 

Falkland,  Lord,  under  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Houfe  of  Corn 
mons,  and  why.  } 

Fleet,  Baltick,  attack  Dubart,  and  the  Confequence  of  it.  1 
-  Great  Part  of  it  taken  by  the  Dunkirk  Squadron.  aji 

- —  A  particular  Account  of  that  Lofs.  ib.  &  /}, 

Fleet,  Dutch,  the  Number  of  Ships,  whereof  each  Squadro 
was  compofed,  in  1691.  A 

I  i  4  —  Tl 


INDEX. 


"  -  of  their  Squadron  at  their  Defcent  on  Nor - 

mandy.  ^ 

Fle?t,  Engl'Jh ,  the  Number  of  Ships,  whereof  each  Squa- 
dm™  compofedin  1689.  4 

‘  '  T?e  Number  ofjheir  Ships  at  Bantry-Bay,  what.  J 

Arrives  in  the  Downs  with  feveral  Prifoners,  and  who. 


Number  of  Ships  in  1691.  4I 

r^,iie  ^vera^  Squadrons,  and  by  whom  commanded,  ib . 
’  Strength  of  each.  49 

— - The  Force  of  each  Squadron,  at  the  Time  of  the  De- 

icent  on  Normandy.  .  65 ,  &  feq.  in  the  Notes . 

rIhe  Number  of  Ships  whereof  it  was  compofed  in 

i693-  /  93 

•  Its  Number  in  1694.  -  1x5 

Mifcarriages  enquired  into,  and  by  whom.  172 

- - -  Who  expofed  to  Examinations  thereby,  and  the  Con- 

fequences  thereof. 

- —  Its  Strength  in  1702.  390 

Its  Strength  at  the  Battel  o £  Malaga,  39 7,  in  the 


Notes. 


Its  Exploits  in  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Peterborough ,  Monmouth ,  and  Shovel,  as  joint  Ad^ 

m* *ra*s#  414,  &  Je(l* 

— . Its  Force  at  that  Time.  4^ 

- —  -  The  happy  Effects  of  the  Increafe  of  their  Power. 

479 

Fleet,  French,  beat  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards  ;  when,  and  where. 

;  ;  ■  3 

An  Abftrad  of  the  State  of  it,  in  1681.  ib.  in  the 


Notes. 


— -  The  Number  of  their  Ships  in  Bantry-Baj,  what.  3 

• - At  Breft  what,  how  divided,  and  by  whom  commanded. 

-■■■■  Whither  bound.  Z*A 

— - - Its  Number  of  Ships  in  1691  ;  its  feveral  Squadrons,  and 

by  whom  commanded.  ^b. 

- Its  Force,  at  the  Defcent  on  Normandy .  67 

■ - •  Their  Defeat  in  the  Bay  of  La  Hogue .  69 

— —  Form  a  Scheme  for  furpriiing  the  Smyrna  Fleet.  91 
——Forma  Projed  in  1696,  of  invading  England,  and  re- 
ftoring  King  James -  160 

-  Sail  for  Dunkirk,  and  with  what  Force.  ib. 

~ — —  The  Invafion  however  rendered  impradicable,  and  by 
what  Means.  163 

Fleet 


Fleet,  Smyrna,  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  deeply  concerned  therein, 
and  how  far.  5  2 

Arrives  fafe  in  j Kin/ale  Harbour.  ih. 

* - Is  taken  care  of  afterwards,  and  by  whom.  53 

Is  taken  in  Part,  and  by  whom.  99 


Fleet,  Virginia,  Part  of  it  falls  into  the  Hands  of  French  Pri¬ 
vateers.  46^ 

Fire-Ship,  a  Defcription  of  a  very  extraordinary  one,  and  its 

EfFe&s.  106,  £sf  in  the  Notes . 

France ,  her  Naval  Power  but  weak  under  Richelieu,  and  con¬ 
temned  by  Crom'wel.  2 

- The  prodigious  Growth  of  it  afterwards,  and  by  what 

Means.  _  .  jb, 

- -  The  general  Alliance  formed  againft  it,  in  1701,  juft 

and  right. 

- The  Scheme  for  making  a  Defcent  upon  it,  by  whom 

formed.  444 

But  proves  abortive.  445 


Francis ,  Cape  St.  the  Ruin  of  the  French  Settlement  there 
attempted,  and  by  whom...  192 

- - —The  Works  there  blown  up,  and  the  Place  abandoned. 

*93 

French  embark  a  great  Supply  for  Ireland.  ^  22 

_ _ How  better  able  to  fit  out  a  greater  Fleet,  and  with 

more  Expedition,  than  the  Englijh .  23,  in  the  Notes. 

„ -  A  (hort  View  of  the  Lofs  fuftained  in  their  Navy 

from  the  Year  1688,  to  1697.  231,  in  the  Notes. 


Friends  Adventure,  Fhe,  taken  by  a  French  Privateer,  and  how 

manfully  recovered.  81 

Fog ,  a  very  remarkable  one.  370 

. — - Lafts  for  thirty  Days  fuccefiively,  and  the  ill  Effedls  of 

it.  37i 


Fogg,  Captain,  is  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  at  Fort-Royal,  and 

for  what.  <  .  342 

——His  Defence,  not  fatisfa&ory,  and  his  Sufpenfion  there¬ 
upon.  343 

Fourbin,  Chevalier,  who,  and  how  taken  Prifoner.  13 

. - — —  But  efcapes,  is  rewarded,  for  what,  and  by  whom,  ib . 

. . .  His  Memoirs  fufpe&ed,  and  why.  14,  in  the  Notes . 
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G. 


dron. 


-A^L  LF  °  NS  their  Riches  immenfe,  and  what.  216 
Put  in.o  I  tgo,  under  the  Convoy  of  a  French  Sgua- 


A“"‘“  ■»  b=  «,d«  „ 

1  Is  cannonaded  accordingly. 

_^d‘toSwhomfter’  “POn  Capituiation>  the  Town  is  furrendred, 
r  ^  beiieged  by  the  French. 

“t>  But  rdieved  Sir  J°h*  t*ai,  with  good  Succefs,  and 
-  1  he  Siege  difeontinued,  and  why.  f?2 

"Til/SL1.11  Effeas  of  £hac  obftir,ate  sie®e  to  41  k 

Gon  whft  Te°rms!n  furrenders>  and  to  whom,  and 

Gr?nderBnSadier’  fan’m°nS  the  Governor  °(  to  fur6 

7"  " '  After  a  ,vi?.°rou;i  Refinance,  takes  pofleffion  anFk 
made  Governor  himfelf.  poueiuon,  ana  is 

<^-ke  of>  dies  his  Wounds,  in  the  Attack  made  up-' 

Granville  bombarded,  by  whom,  and  when. 

- *  An  Engagement  near  it,  and  the  Succefs  thereof,  what. 

Graydon,  Admiral,  font  to  the  Weft- Indies,  and  for  what.  367 
'  ■  His  Condudl  cenfured.  tcL 

" - Eut  cleared  by  the  Judgment  of  the  Admiralty  Board. 

ih 

- —  The  Admiralty  blamed  for  fuch  Jollification,  and  bv 

whom.  /  7  •  h  \t  7 

u  •  P  ,  n  .  ,  .  tb.  in  the  Notes . 

-  His  Condufl  enquired  into  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 


—  Upon  their  Addrefs  to  the  Queen,  he  is  laid  afide* 
and  ioa-cd  with  Reproaches,  though  undeferved.  377 

Gray  Ifland,  by  whom  attacked,  and  the  Succefs  therein 
what. 

Guadehipe,  an  Expedition  undertaken  to  it,  by  whom,  and 
^  with  what  Succefs.  *66 

Guavas,  Petit,  how  taken,  and  by  whom.  2l- 

Guijcard,  engaged  in  a  Defign  to  affalSnate  the  Queen.  444 


HAGUE 
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A  GU  E,  the  Grand  Alliance,  when  figned  there,  and 
by  whom.  269 

Helens,  St.  a  Ihort  View  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Lines  of  Bat¬ 
tle,  as  they  flood  there  in  1693.  8q 

Herbert ,  Admiral,  fails  for  Cork  in  1689,  with  but  a  fmall 
Force,  and  what.  4 

- - —From  thence  for  Breft,  and  why.  ib . 

—Afterwards  difcovers  the  French  Fleet  in  Bantry-Bay.  ib. 

—  - -Refolves  to  attack  it.  1 ; 

—Engages  it  accordingly.  6 

—Returns  to  England,  and  tho’  not  very  fuccefsful,  is  pro¬ 
moted,  and  why.  7,  C?  feq. 

—  . -Sets  fail  again  for  Torbay,  in  Jun&ion  with  the  Dutch , 

and  cruizes  on  the  Coaft  of  France.  8 

HeJJe,  Prince  of,  forms  a  Scheme  for  attacking  Fort  Mountjuick. 

J  ..-  ,  4*7 

- - Puts  it  in  Execution,  and  is  killed  there.  ib. 

Flijpaniola,  Attempts  propofed  to  drive  the  French  from  thence ; 

but  laid  afide,  and  why.  iSS 

Float,  a  Defcent  upon  it,  and  the  Succefs  attending  it,  what. 

1 6 

Hodick,  a  Defcent  upon  it,  and  the  Succefs  attending  it,  what. 

ib. 

Hopfon,  Admiral,  not  only  knighted  by  the  Queen,  but  has  an 
annual  Penfion  allowed  him,  and  for  what.  347 

« — - is  examined,  however,  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 

for  what.  34& 

Hudfon,  Captain,  intended  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  at 
Port -Royal.  34 1 

- -But  died  before  his  Trial  came  on.  34: 


A  COBITES  of  Diilin&ion  feized,  and  why.  34 

Jamaica,  frequent  Defcents  upon  it  by  the  French,  and 
the  bad  Confequences  of  them.  187 

— — — Is  brilkly  attacked,  and  with  good  Succefs.  188 

n  1  f  «  1  •  t  i  a  ■  | 


James,  King  of  England,  lands  in  Ireland  with  a  great  Profpedl 
of  Succefs.  9 

— — - — •  F he  State  of  his  Affairs  there.  ib. 

■Refolves  to  make  him felf  Mailer  of  London- deny,  and 

.  *  j  .  •  7 


In  ejk  tiling. 


•  7 

It?* 


'Pi »' 


INDEX. 


■Lays  Siege  to  the  former,  and  why,  i0 

‘Is  kept  from  having  any  Intercourse  with  the  Scots,  and 
by  whom.  ^ 

- - Is  well  known  by  the  Sea-Officers,  and  why.  58 

Iberville ,  Mr.  makes  a  Defcent  on  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Charles -Town,  in  South  Carolina,  with  a  confiderable  Force, 
and  what.  ^63 

- - -Summons  the  Governor  to  furrender  to  the  FrenchK ing, 

but  is  refufed.  *  ib% 

• - —An  Attack  confequent  thereupon.  464 

— — Is  obliged  to  retreat  with  a  confiderable  Lofs,  and  what. 

^  ib. 

Inch,  what,  and  by  whom  poffieffed.  10 

Innejkilling,  holds  out  again!!  King  James.  9 

Infernals,  what  fo  called,  and  who  the  Inventor  of  them.  1 26 
Invajion  of  SuJJex,  by  whom  intended,  and  the  Preparations 
made  for  it.  60  Gf  Jeq . 

*,Kasia“How  difcovered,  and  by  whom,  and  the  Orders  confe¬ 
quent  thereupon*  61 

John  s,  St.  in  Newfoundland ,  a  particular  Account  of  theCoun- 
.  °/  War  held  there,  in  July  1697;  their  Condudl  examin¬ 

ed  into  by  the  Houle  of  Commons,  and  the  Refolutions 
thereupon.  219,  Cf  feq,  jn  the  Notes . 

Jolliffe,  Captain,  his  extraordinary  Courage  and  Conduct.  156 

- - — Is  rewarded  accordingly,  and  by  whom.  ib . 

Jvyce,  a  Spanijh  I  Hand,  its  Situation  renders  it  neceffiary  for 
the  Allies,  and  why.  440 

- - —No  Precautions  taken  by  the  Spaniards  for  the  Defence 

of  it,  and  why.  ib. 

—  Its  Circumference  and  Product,  what.  '  441 

——Its  Inhabitants  readily  fubmit  to  King  Charles  III.  ib% 

K 


ER,  Commodore,  his  Force  in  the  Weft- Indies,  what. 

461 

■His  Attempt  on  Retit  Guavas  unfuccefsful,  and  why.  462 
— His  Condudl  cenfured,  by  whom,  and  why.  ib* 

•Is  examined  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and,  in  Confe- 

ib. 
248 

250 

251 

ib.  &  jeq. 

252 
—Is 


quence  of  his  Trial,  laid  alide. 

Kidd,  the  Pyrate,  his  Hiftory. 

- - Is  put  into  Commiffion,  and  by  whom. 

• - Sails  for  New -York. 

- - * — His  Tranfa&ions  there. 

——Returns  to  Bolton  in  New- England. 


INDEX. 

«*— - Is  fiezed  there,  and  by  whom.  ib. 

•  - —Is  afterwards  conveyed  to  England.  253 

— - - Is  fent  for  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

254,  in  the  Notes. 

— — ^ — His  Deportment  there  very  mean.  ib . 

•———Is  afterwards  tried  at  the  Old-Baily  for  Piracy  ;  is  con- 
vitted,  and  with  feveral  of  his  Companions  executed  accord¬ 
ingly  .  259 

Killigrevo ,  Vice-Admiral,  attends  the  Motions  of  the  ' Thoulon 
Squadron,  but  meets  with  great  Difficulties,  and  why.  18 

- - Gives  them  Chace  in  the  Bay  of  Fetuan ,  but  at  laft  de- 

fifts,  and  why.  20 

- - -Bears  away  for  the  Port  of  Cadiz,  reaches  it,  and  when. 

2r 

•  - -Sets  fail  for  England ,  and  arrives  at  Plymouth.  ib. 

•  . —  Receives  Advice  that  the  French  Fleet  had  obliged  the 

Englijh  to  retreat,  and  where  the  former  were  Rationed.  22 

- Calls  a  Council  thereon,  and  proceeds  to  Hamoze,  and 

why.  ib. 

- - Is  appointed  to  execute  the  Office  of  Admiral  in  Con- 

jundlion  with  Sir  Ralph  Delaval  and  Sir  Ckudejley  Shovel.  24 
Killigrcvj,  James ,  Captain,  is  ihot,  and  honourably  interred 
at  MeJJina.  .  139 

•— *— .His  remarkable  Behaviour  towards  the  Enemy,  whilll 
at  their  Devotions.  ib.  in  the  Notes, 

Kirby ,  Captain,  is  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  at  Port  Royal.  341 

- - -the  Accufations  againft  him  are  proved,  and  he  is  fen- 

tenced  to  be  (hot  accordingly. 

Kirke,  General,  makes  hi mfelf  Maker  of  the  Inch. 
—And  of  Waterford. 

- — - -And  foon  after  of  Duncannon  Callle. 

L 


ib. 

10 

33 

39 


LAPARA ,  Sieurde,  though  principal  French  Engineer  at  the 
Siege  of  Barcelona ,  no  Maker  of  his  Profeffion.  432 

- - -Is  (hot,  and  the  Confequence  of  his  Death,  what  ib. 

Lazarus ,  St.  its  Fort  taken,  when,  and  by  whom.  208 

• - -the  Town  furrendered  foon  after  on  Terms.  ib. 

Leake ,  Sir  John,  his  Services  in  the  Mediterranean,  what.  401 

- - Propofals  made  him  by  the  Portugueze  Miniftry,  but 

rejefted,  and  why.  ,  426 

— Is  advifed  from  the  Admiralty  of  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  fail  with  their  Galleons  to  the  Weft- Indies,  and 
ordered,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  it.  ib. 

—Calls 


I  N  D  E  X. 

takenCaIIS  2  C°Undl  thereuPon>  and  the  Resolutions  then 

-His  Force  at  that  Time.  4 z.7 

Arrives  before  St.  Julian.  L' 

unexpectedly  fired  upon,  and  why.  L 

-Chafes  the  Galleons,  but  to  no  Purpofe.  42g 


ter^romK^Crin?^^’  “d  3  ^ 

The  Contents  of  it.  •/  •  ./  *7^ 

— -Sails  immediately  for  Barcelona.  '  ™  "  !  f,' 

felf*  ndhTs  Officers^  ^  ^  H°n°Ur  °f  *  Up°n  hlm- 
—his  Letter  to  the  Prince’s  Secretary.  ib.  IS  feq.  in  ‘the 

Receives  another  Letter  of  Gratitude  and  Thanks  for  his 
lignal  services  irom  King  Charles  III.  a/lz 

Legg,  George,  Baron  of  Dartmouth  &c.  forne  Memoirs  of  him. 

Lenvis\lV.  contemns  the  Confederate  Alliance ;  declares  War 

wit  •.pain,  and  fends  King  James  into  Ireland  with  a  Naval 
Force,  and  what. 

Is  vam  in  the  Maintenance  of  his  Naval  Force,  and  why. 

Concerts  with  the  Engli/h  Male-contents  an  Invafion  on  the 
Coalt  of  SuJJex.  6q 

- -G ives  politive  Orders  for  the  Engagement  at  La  Hooue,  and 

why.  A 

*■" — “~“But  is  miferably  miflaken  in  his  Aim. 

—His  prudent  Meafures  for  repairing  the  Lofs  he  fuflained* 
there. 

■  His  particular  Regard  for  the  famous  Du  Bart.  332 

r -I?'  n  t  7  r  .  in  the  Notes. 

Lillwgjion ,  Luke,  fent  to  the  id  ejl- Indies,  and  for  what,  igo 

Attempts  to  ruine  the  French  Settlement  at  Cape  St.  Francis. 

1 92 

—Makes  an  Attempt  afterwards  on  Port  de  Paix.  1 94, 
Limerick,  the  Siege  of  it  raifed.  ^ 0 

Lonaon,  its  Loyalty  to  Queen  Mary,  on  the  Apprehenfion  of  a 

Defcent  by  the  French ,  through  the  Favour  of  the  Jacobite 
Party. 

Londonderry,  holds  out  again#  King  J  ames.  q 

— *  -  1  hough  befleged,  makes  a  noble  Defence 

•Is  relieved,  and  by  whom. 


,  - -  ^  ,  »T  **  V/  4*1  • 

-J  lie  Method  taken  to  prevent  it,  what. 
Its  Garrifon  how  far  reduced. 


ic 

ib, 

ib, 

12 

—The 


1 


-The  Siege  raifed,  and  when. 

TT C  -C  •  All  r  TT  • 


— 0  ,  ib0 

La  ds,  Houfe  of,  their  Addrefs  to  King  William,  in  1694,  ar)d 
for  what.  '  1  n  - 

’ — — The  good  Effe&s  of  it.  138 

M 

MADAGASCAR ,  the  Settlement  made  there  for  the 
Dehrudion  of  Pyrates  ineffs&ual.  260 

A  Project  propofed,  and  by  whom,  for  rooting  them 
out,  that  anfvvered  the  End.  ib. 

■  'A  dangerous  Settlement  again  of  Pyrates  there.  468 
*"  he  Marquis  of  Caermartben  propofes  to  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  to  extirpate  them,  and  how.  ib. 

1  Phe  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  thereupon.  ib. 

Mahoni, governor  of  Alicant,  though  refoiute  to  defend  the 
Place,  is  compelled,  and  by  whom,  to  furrender  it.  438  iA  feq. 
Majorca,  a  Spanijh  Jfland,  its  Situation  renders  it  neceffary  for 
the  Allies,  and  why.  44^ 

— No  Precautions  taken  by  the  Spaniards  fox  the  Defence 
of  it,  and  why.  ^ 

— - Is  one  of  the  £neft  Iflands  in  the  World,  very  plentiful 

and  populous ,  and  fo  iarge,  as  once  to  be  accounted  a  King- 
dom.  441 

- Its  Governor,  being  in  King  Phillip's  Intereft,  refufes, 

though  fummoned  to  furrender.  iy 


—Is  forced,  however,  and  by  whom,  and  makes  a  prudent 
Capitulation.  -y 

Malaga,  the  good  Effe&s  of  the  Battle  there  to  the  Englijh  and 

ng0 

-  - Plow  reprefented  by  the  French  King  himfelf.  391,  Cff 

in  the  Notes , 

—  - -  And  by  the  French  Writers.  «q2 

— - — A  Medal  ftruck  on  the  Occailon  by  the  French  and  "the 
Folly  of  it.  ’  6 

~ — The  device  ofit«  what.  397,  feq,  in  tye  N*'eSm 

Makes,  St.  a  Defgn  againfl  it,  and  tne  Confequences  there- 
upon.  ^  _  146 

"  ■  r  A  Defcription  of  the  Place.  T 

Marlborough,  Earl  of,  propofes  a  Plan  for  the  Redu&ion  of  Ire¬ 
land.  .  ■ 

4° 


— — PI  is  Obfervations  thereupon,  and  his  Offer  accected  bv 
the  Kina.  P  l 

to. 


•Gets  into  Cork  Harbour. 

—Lays  fiege  to  Cork,  and  takes  it  inftantly. 
•Returns  victorious  to  England. 


4* 

tb. 

42 

-This 


INDEX. 

- - This  Attempt  the  moft  fuccefsful  in  all  King  William's 

Reign,  and  fuch  a  Mark  of  Penetration,  as  the  King  never 
forgot.  ib.  in  the  Notes . 

•— - -  Is  made  Captain  General  of  the  EngUJh  Forces  again!! 

France.  304 

- - Several  others  promoted,  and  who.  ibid. 

-  - His  perfonal  Courage  fhewn  at  the  Siege  of  Oftend, 

and  wherein.  444.,  in  the  Notes. 

Martins,  St.  where  fituate,  by  whom  attacked,  and  theSuc- 
cefs  thereof.  16  8 

Martinico ,  intended  to  be  attacked,  and  by  whom.  181 

- But  not  executed.  i£2 

Mary ,  Queen,  dies  in  165)4,  and  the  Confequences  thereof. 

. .  *35 

—  - The  Manner  of  her  Death,  and  her  Character*  ib. 

in  the  Notes. 

Medals ,  feveral  caufed  to  be  Itruck,  by  the  French ,  and  for 
what  Reafon.  '' 

Memoirs  of  feveral  Seamen,  eminent  in  their  Profeffion,  who 

died  in  the  Reign  of  King  William .  279 

Minorca ,  an  Ifland  of  great  Importance  to  the  Spaniards,  and 
for  that  Reafon  better  defended  than  Majorca. 

Mitchel \  David,  how  promoted,  and  by  whom.  87 

Mount] nick,  Fort,  a  Scheme  formed  for  attacking  it,  and  by 
whom.  41  y 

- -  Is  taken  foon  after,  and  by  whom.  -  418 

Mur  den.  Sir  John,  is  fent  to  the  Groyne  to  intercept  the  French 
Squadron  there,  but  without  Succefs.  306 

- - His  Mifcarriage  cenfured,  and  he  tried  by  a  Court- 

Martial.  308 

» —  Is  acquitted  with  Honour,  but  laid  afide.  309 


N. 


"'AVAL  Hiflcry,  of  Great- Britain,  from  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  to  the  Peace  of  Ryfvoick.  .  1,  to  237 

- Continuation  of  it,  to  the  Death  of  King  William. 

from  238,^301 

Continuation  of  it,  from  the  Acceflion  of  Queen  Anne , 


to  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  from  302,  to  the  End. 
Navy,  Britijhs,  the  Mifmanagements  of  it  laid  ©pen  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  no 

■ - — The  valt  Arrears  due  to  the  Seamen,  and  what.  ib. 

- .  -  Its  Force  in  1696.  163,  in  the  Notes 

*  — ■  The  Mifmanagement  of  it  in  1699,  and  the  Commons 

Addrek  thereupon  to  the  King.  246 

His 


INDEX. 


r“~'*  His  Majefty’s  foft  Anfwer.  247 

An  Abftradl  of  it,  as  it  Hood  at  the  Deceafe  of  King  William 

vlnJ701;  301 

Neuejlra  Signora  de  la  Popa ,  taken,  when,  and  by  whom.  208 
Nevis,  and  St.  Cbrijlophers ,  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants, 
Houfe  of  Commons.  466 

•  The  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Queen  in  their  Be¬ 
half,  and  her  gracious  Anfwer  thereto.  467 

New- England,  the  Colony  thereof  refolve  to  attack  Port- Royal 
in  Nova  Scotia ,  and  why.  Ly^ 

r  .  '*"■  And  afterwards  undertake  the  Reduflion  of  Quebec, 
in  Canada ,  which  had  been  a  good  Scheme,  if  well  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  why.  yp 

Normandy ,  an  intended  Deicent  upon  it,  and  what  Orders  given 
thereupon.  60 

Norris,  Captain  John ,  diftinguifhes  himfelf  at  the  Attack  of 
MountjuicL  421,  in  the  Notes. 

"  ‘  ’  *s  recommended  to  the  Favour  of  Queen  Anne ,  and 

.  by  whom. 

knighted  by  her,  as  a  julf  Reward  of  his  Me^it.  ib . 
Nottingham,  Earl  of,  fends  a  Letter  to  Admiral  RufTel.  6 z 

—  - The  Purport  of  it.  M  yf 

— —  The  good  EfFefls  of  it.  5^ 

- -  Reflefts  feverely  upon  Admiral  Rutfei  before  the  Houle 

of  Lords ;  but  to  no  Purpofe.  g , 

-  Advifes  King  William  to  make  a  Change  in  the  Com-" 
roand  of  the  Englijh  Fleet,  which  is  done  accordingly.  86 


O. 

Q"™”*  bombarded»  by  whom>  and  with  what 


Is  charged  with  countenancing  Pyrates,  and  by  whom. 


Oftend,  the  Nature  of  its' Harbour. 

- - Town  js  «nnonaded,  and  by  whom. 


And  furrenders 


253 

443 

ib. 


P  ALA- 


#  :  t 


' 


ti!  •*  v' 


■  ■? 


p 


i 


INDEX. 


p. 

ALA  M  O  S,  the  Siege  of  it  raifed,  by  whom,  and  how. 

—  . .  .  .  *43 

Partition-Treaties,  the  Foundation  of  them,  what.  268 

Paul ,  Mr.  de  St.  promoted  to  the  Command  of  the  Dunkirk 

Squadron,  and  why.  420 

— — — -  Is  Ihot  in  an  Engagement  with  the  Baltick-Fleet.  421 

« — — •  The  French  King’s  Sorrow  for  him,  how  exprefled. 

ib. 

Pembroke ,  Earl  of,  is  made  firft  Commiflioner  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  in  Lord  Torringtons  Room.  15 

- -  And  the  Confequence  of  it.  305; 

— - — *  His  Character.  ib.  in  the  Notes . 

Peterborough,  Earl  of,  conquers  the  Kingdom  of  Valencia  with 
a  very  inconsiderable  Force.  430 

Peters,  St.  its  Fiihery  deftroyed,  and  by  whom.  184 

Phipps ,  Sir  William ,  reduces  Port-Royal ,  and  the  adjacent 
Settlements  under  the  Dominion  of  the  EngUJh ,  and  when. 

176 

—  - -  Sails  for  Quebec,  and  at  his  Arrival,  fummons  the 

French  Governor  to  furrender.  1 77 

- — —  Receives  a  haughty  Anfwer.  ib. 

- - Pveturns,  and  the  Expedition  proves  fruitlefs.  ib. 

Philip,  King  of  Spain ,  refolves  to  retake  Gibraltar  at  all 

Adventures.  4 10 

—  - Which  had  liked  to  have  proved  fatal,  and  by  what 

jy[eans.  ibid.  Cf  41 1  in  the  Notes. 

Placentia,  intended  to  be  attacked,  and  by  whom  ;  but  with¬ 
out  Succefs.  183 

. — - —  Its  Strength.  ib. 

. . .  An  Attempt  propofed  to  attack  the  French  there.  371 

_ _  But  in  a  Council  of  War,  the  Defign  was  declared  im~ 

pra&icable,  and  why.  #  “  3 72 

Plot,  a  Jacobite  one,  a  fuccinft  Account  of  it.  27  feq . 

Pointis ,  Sieur,  forms  a  Plan  for  fending  a  ftrong  Squadron  to 
the  Weft' Indies,  and  for  what  Purpofe.  2.01 

The  Meafures  taken  to  prevent  it.  203 

Sails  for  Carthagena ,  with  a  confiderable  Force,  and 

what.  #  #  -  1  ^7 

Attacks  Boca  Chica ,  and  carries  it  by  A  Fault.  ib. 

Attacks  afterwards  Neuejlra  Signora  de  la  Popa.  208 

Lays  fiege  to,  and  takes  Fort  St.  Lazarus ,  and  after 

jw  has  the  Town  furrendered  on  good  Terms.  ib. 

The 


/ 


INDEX. 

The  Lofs  of  Men  before  it,  what. 

*”  •  The  Value  of  the  EfFeds  he  got  there,  what.  209 

- - His  Condud  cenfured.  2  j  Q 

* - -  And  fcrutinized  in  France.  ibid,  in  the  Notes . 

The  EfFeds  of  that  Scrutiny.  jfo 

- - -  Takes  Carthagena ,  and  is  rewarded  accordingly.  332 

Port  de  Paix,  an  Attempt  made  upon  it,  and  by  whom. 

— —  The  Place  regularly  befieged. 

Port-Poyal,  reduced  under  the  Dominion  of  the  EnjrUfi,  and  by 
whom.  .  l 

-  A  dreadful  Fire  there,  and  when,  by  which  the  whole 
Place  was  confumed. 

A  Proclamation  thereupon,  and  by  whom.  ib 

Prizes,  taken  by  Sir  George  Rode.  414,  in  the  Notes'. 


UEBEC- Expedition,  proves  a  fruitlefs  one,  though  very 
expenfive  to  the  Colony  of  Nemo-En^land.  °  , -i 

Is  intended  to  be  attacked  a  fecond  Time,  and  bv 
whom  o 

- - —  But  not  executed,  and  why. 

Queen  Regent,  her  Application  to  the  Dutch,  on  Account  of 
the  Lofs  Mamed  in  their  late  Engagement,  and  the  Mo¬ 
tives  tnat  induced  her  thereto.  35,  &=  in  the  Note. 

Her  wife  Deportment  on  the  Difcovery  of  an  intended 

.  ,  invaiion.  Ar 

r>  .»  1  1  ,  t  he  Notes . 

Quince-Fort,  taken,  by  whom,  and  when. 

- The  good  Effefls  of  it.  j°> 

- - •  Ts  bombarded,  by  whom,  and  when.  1Z 

Quincy,  Marquis  de,  his  Memoirs,  a  Charter  of  them  L 
in  the  Note.  *  t 


^  Fleet.  °fthC  Eng32ement  beUveen  the  F’^\ 

- And  of  the  firft  Days  Engagement  at  La  Hogue.  73 

R. 

ROO  K E,  Commodore  keeps  King  James  from  having 
any  Intercourfe  with  the  Scots.  4 

CanidMls?^  Sch0mter^  Arm>’  3nd  Iands  ‘hem 

—  Sails 


Kk  2 


INDEX. 

Sails  to  Dublin,  and  endeavours  to  burn  all  the  Veflels 
in  that  Harbour.  '3 

—  But  without  Succefs,  and  why.  A 

- Attempts  afterwards  to  go  into  Corke-Harbour ,  but 

without  Succefs,  and  why.  _ 

-  Takes  the  Grand- ljland,  and  then  repairs  to  the 

ib . 

— —  Is  afterwards  promoted,  and  by  whom. 

‘  Is  in  great  Concern  for  the  Merchant-men  under  his 
Convoy.  ?3 

—  Their  vaft  Number,  and  his  Force.  lb* 


Downs. 


—  1  neir  van  iNumucr,  dim  uu 

—  Being  ignorant  of  the  Situation  of  the  Trench  Fleet,  C 

unfortunately  continues  his  Courfe  to  the  Str eights.  94 

—  Is  in  imminent  Danger,  and  his  wife  Conduct  there¬ 
upon.  ? 

- A  (harp  Engagement  enfues.  ^ 

- The  Lofs  fuftained  thereby,  what.  #  9b 

_ The  fatal  Confequences  that  attended  it  afterwards, 

what.  IO‘ 

Is  examined  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  iofc 

■  Their  Refolution  thereupon. 

•The  Affair,  however,  blows  over,  and  by  what  Means.  109 

—  Is  declared  Admiral  of  the  White,  &c.  and  Commiffi- 

oner  of  the  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  1 5  ® 

—  His  Bufinefs  there.  - 

Arrives  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz.  w- 

His  Bufinefs  there. 

Returns  for  England.  I’ 

Is  again  declared  Admiral,  c fc*  5 

His  Inltruftions  thereupon.  .  f 

_  Is  examined  in  relation  to  the  Mifcarnage  of  the  Fleet, 

and  the  Con  feculences  thereof.  .  ,  , r  ri 

_  Is  fent,  in  1700,  with  a  ftrong  Squadron  into  Holland, 
.  •  it _  •  foiU  fnr  the  Sound,  in  Defence 


andjoinedby  a  Dutch  one  ;  fails  fb?  the  W,  in  Defence 
of  the  Swedes  again!!  the  Danes.  ,y 

A  Peace  confequent  thereupon.  l0* 

_ Is  examined  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  for  what. 

_ Propofes  to  fail  into  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  and  with  what 

Il^Returns  home  with  feveral  Prizes  from  the  Wef- 

j±His  Expedition  to  Li/ion,  a  well-judged  Scheme. 

—  Is 


INDEX. 

Is  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  the  King  of  Spain,  ib* 
in  the  Notes . 

—  ■  Gives  Chace  to  the  Brefl  Squadron,  and  proceeds  up 
the  Mediterranean ,  in  Search  of  the  French  Fleet.  383 

His  Condud  in  this  Affair  highly  commended,  and  by 
whom.  ib. 

— —  His  Memory,  however,  in  Danger  of  fuffering,  and 
why.  ib. 

—  Sails  again  for  Gibraltar ,  and  refolves  to  engage  the 

French  Fleet.  387 

—  Engages  accordingly,  and  with  Succefs.  389 

The  Vidory  great,  and  why.  ib. 

r  - . How  reprefented  by  the  French  King  himfelf.  391,  in  the 

Notes. 

•  - And  by  the  French  Writers.  392,  iff  feq. 

—  Is  calumniated  on  this  Account,  and  by  whom.  399 

■  ■  ■  -  *  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  however,  in  their  Addrefs 

to  the  Queen,  acknowledge  his  Merit.  400 

—  ■  111  "  »  Declines  all  farther  Service,  and  why.  408 

•  - — *  Mr.  Hornby  s  Account  of  Sir  George's  taking  Gibral¬ 

tar.  '  ib.  in  the  Notes .  iff  jeq. 

fRuJfel,  Admiral,  fails  to  Flujhing ,  and  for  what  Purpofe. 

16 

. . Returns  to  the  Downs.  ib. 

Is  ordered  to  block  up  the  Harbour  of  Toulon ,  and  why^ 

ib. 

■■■■■  —  Lands  with  much  Difficulty  at  the  Groyne ,  and  re¬ 
turns  to  England.  I  7 

- Is  conftituted  Admiral  of  the  Engli/h  Fleet,  in  the  Room 

of  Lord  Torrington.  48 

—  His  Inflrudions  but  indifferently  executed,  and  why. 

ib.  iff  feq. 

— •  Is  ordered  to  be  peculiarly  careful  of  the  S/nyrna  Fleet, 
and  why.  52 

—  Afterwards  returns  to  Torbay ;  puts  to  Sea  again,  and 
meets  with  a  Storm. 

—  The  ill  Confequences  attending  it. 

- Iscenfured  for  his  Condud.  57 

—  H  is  Charader  cleared.  ib. 

- Is  appointed  Admiral  again,  and  Commander  in  Chief 

by  Com  million.  59 

—  Writes  to  Court  for  a  Conjundion  of  the  Fleet. 

.  65 

His  Orders  thereupon.  zb. 

K  k  3  Sails 


INDEX. 

•  Sails  for  the  Coaft  of  France .  v 

Engages  with  Tourville ,  and  the  EfFeXs  thereof. 

66 

Chafes  him  with  good  Succefs,  and  makes  him  ran 
afhore.  £g 

Afterwards  returns  to  St.  Helens,  and  why. 

- Is  cenfured  for  it,  and  why.  ibid,  in  the  Notes . 

- -  The  true  Motives  that  induced  him  thereto. 

— -  Is  thanked  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  hist  Courage 
and  ConduX  at  La  Hogue.  ‘  g^ 

- - Is  complained  of,  however,  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham, , 

to  the  Koufe  of  Lords ;  but  to  no  EfFeX. 

- *  A  Resolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour,  immediately  thereupon.  $ 

Notwithstanding  all  his  good  Services,  is  laid  afide 

86 
152 
ih . 
ib* 


by  the  King,  and  why. 

-  Offers  the  Vice- Roy  of  Catalonia  his  Afliftance. 
Does  but  little  for  him,  however,  and  why. 
Winters  at  Cadiz,  and  by  whofe  Orders. 

His  good  Conduct,  and  Generofity  there. 

Is  cenfured,  notwithflanding,  and  for  what. 


133 

ih.  in  the 

.  *  -  138 

- .  Affifts  the  Governor  of  Catalonia  in  the  retaking  Pa - 

la?nos.  142 

And  fometime  after  returns  to  England. 


Notes. 

- Sends  a  Squadron  up  the  S freights . 


O  1 

Ruyter ,  de,  Admiral,  is  killed  by  the  French,  when,  and  where. 

g 

Fyfnvick,  a  Peace  concluded  there,  between  England,  Spain, 
and  Holland \  on  one  Side,  and  France  on  the  other.  227 
— ~  King  William's  Title  acknowledged  by  the  French 
King,  by  Virtue  thereof.  22g 

»■■■  And  the  other  Advantages  attending  it.  ih. 

- Several  Reflexions  thereon.  ih.  feq. 

—  Gives  the  greateft  Satisfaction  to  the  Nation  in  general, 

and  to  the  trading  Part  in  particular.  23 5 

-  - .  Various  Medals  ftruck  on  this  Occafion,  and  what. 

236,  in  the  Notes . 


SAvon 


f 


INDEX. 


s. 


S 


AVOT,  Duke  of,  is  intent  on  taking  Cafal. 
His  Resolutions  thereupon. 


*4* 

ib. 


Schomberg,  Duke  of,  lands  near  Cartickfergus  with  a  confide- 
rable  Army,  and  takes  the  Town,  12 

Scotland ,  the  Advantages  arifing  to  it  from  the  Revolution.  238 

—  - — ■  The  valuable  Privileges  procured  from  it,  by  its  Patriots, 

wnat.  239 

—  . — The  Baft- India  Company  there  violently  oppofed,  and 

why  ib . 

«— “King  William  greatly  embarrafled  thereby,  and  where¬ 
in.  ib . 

Shovel,  Cloudejly ,  Captain,  knighted,  and  why.  7,  £5?  feq. 

•—Is  made  Rear-Admiral,  and  ordered  for  Kinfale.  38 

-■  He  and  Kirke  ftorm  Duncannon  Caltle  with  Succefs. 

39 


-  --"Sails  afterwards  for  Limerick ,  and  from  thence  for  Ply - 

mouth ,  and  why.  ib . 

- — From  thence  to  the  Do-wns.  40 

- Cruifes  in  the  Soundings  without  any  remarkable  Suc¬ 
cefs.  42 

—Is  fent  to  take  a  Survey  of  Breft.  53 

—  His  Obfervations  there,  and  Stratagem  to  decoy  the 

French  Ships  into  his  Hands.  ib, 

-Is  ordered,  in  Conjunction  with  Killegrew  and  Delaval , 


to  undertake  fomething  againft  Dunkirk ,  at  all  Events.  126 
— —Appears  before  it  accordingly  with  a  confiderable  Force, 
and  what.  ib . 

- Is  examined  in  Relation  to  the  Mifcarriage  of  the  Fleet, 

and  the  Confequences  thereof.  1 72 

•Is  honoured  with  the  Command  of  the  Grand  Fleet  in 


1703;  his  Force,  and Inftruttions,  what.  353 

- Purfues  thofe  Inftruttions,  as  far  as  he  is  able.  334 

■  '--—Though  he  finds  no  Opportunity  for  Fighting,  gains 
great  Credit  by  the  Expedition.  355,  in  the  Notes . 

—-Is  the  Soul  of  the  Expedition  to  Barcelona.  417,  in 

the  Notes . 

- His  Account  of  the  Siege  to  the  High  Admiral.  419, 

in  the  Notes. 
Kk  4  —Is 


V 


INDEX. 


•——Is  affronted  by  the  ’Portuguese,  and  wherein.  447 
—  -His  Refen  tment,  and  Method  of  teaching  them  better 
Manners.  *  ib . 

Somers ,  Lord,  charged  with  countenancing  Pyrates,  and  by 

whom.  253 

Sovereign ,  The  Royal,  is  burnt  by  Accident,  and  where.  161 

■ . . A  particular  Account  of  her  glorious  Exploits  before. 

ib.  in  the  Notes* 

Spain ,  King  of,  dies.  267 

•—The  Confluences  of  his  Deceafe.  ib. 

Storm ,  in  November ,  1703,  the  molt  fatal  in  the  Memory  of 
Man.  359,  &  feq.  in  the  Notes. 

•  - A  general  Fail  proclaimed  thereupon,  when,  and  how 

kept-  361,  in  the  Notes. 

Supplies ,  granted  for  the  Year  1703,  very  large,  and  what. 

350,  in  the  Notes. 

——For  the  Year  1704,  what.  374 

——For  the  Year  1 705,  what.  405 

- - For  tne  Year  1706,  what.  424 

».  And  the  Reflations  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  that 
Time.  4 23,  in  the  Notes. 

——For  the  Year  1707,  what.  466 

- - -From  1688  to  1701,  an  immenfeSum,  and  what. 

469 

SuJJex ,  the  Provifions  made  for  the  Invafion  ofit,  what.  61 
Sweden,  King  of,  intended  to  be  attacked  by  whom,  and  how. 

261 

*  - Addreffes  King  William  thereupon,  and  the  States  Ge¬ 

neral.  - 

——His  Majefties  Refolutions  thereupon.  262 


T. 


TALMASH ,  Lieutenant  General,  his  Intrepidity.  119 

— — » - Is  (hot,  and  dies  of  his  Wounds.  120 

Terragona ,  taken,  and  by  whom.  418 

Thempfon ,  William ,  Captain  only  of  a  Filhing  Boat,  his  extra-  - 
ordinary  Courage  and  Succefs.  155 

- - Is  rewarded  according  to  his  Merit,  3  $6 

inmouth t  burnt.  34 

‘Tinners , 


* 


I 


INDEX 

Tinners,  in  Cornwall,  their  Loyalty  to  the  Queen  Regent. 


34 


Torbay,  a  Council  of  War  held  there,  and  the  Refolution  there¬ 
upon  ;  but  not  purfued.  92 

——Another  Council  held,  and  Refolution  upon  that.  ib. 

.  - Proves  a  very  weak  one,  and  the  fatal  Confequences  of 

it.  ib . 


Torrington,  Earl  of,  refigns  his  Office  of  firft  Commiffioner  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  why.  1  $ 

• - By  whom  fucceeded,  and  the  Confequences  of  it.  ib . 

- - -Receives  News  of  the  French  Fleet  being  on  the  Englijh 

Coaft  ;  is  furprifed,  and  his  Condud  thereupon.  2 6 

- - —Is  loth  to  venture  an  Engagement,  and  why.  27 

-Is  ordered  by  the  Queen  Regent  to  fight  at  all  Events, 


and  why. 

- Engages  accordingly. 

- The  Lofs  confequent  thereupon. 

- Is  blamed  for  his  Condud. 

——And  examined  before  a  Council. 

— - His  Defence. 

- Is  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  why. 


ib . 
28 

30 

32 

ib.  feq. 

37 


Great  Difficulty  attends  the  bringing  him  to  a  Tryaf, 
and  why,  44 

- — —The  Manner  of  it  determined,  and  by  whom.  ib . 

— — The  Charge  againft  him,  what.  46 

...  —His  Defence,  and  Behaviour  upon  his  Tryal.  ib . 

■—-—Is  acquitted  with  Honour.  47 

■ - -Various  Cenfures  on  the  Court  thereupon ;  but  without 

juft  Caufe.  ib.  in  the  Notes . 

Is  however  laid  afide,  and  why.  48 


j  — ^  -  1 

Toulon  Squadron,  is  direded  to  fail  into  the  Ocean,  and  why, 

16c 

• - —Arrives  fafe  at  Breft .  ib . 

Tourwlle,  his  Condud  blamed,  and  for  what.  32 

- - -His  Engagement  with  Admiral  RuJJ'el,  and  the  EfFeds 

thereof.  <56 

■—  Is  chafed  by  the  Englijh  Fleet,  and  runs  afhore.  68 
———Enters  into  an  Engagement,  though  againft  his  Senti¬ 
ments,  and  why.  *  yj 

— - ■’-Comes  into  Lagos  Bay,  with  a  great  Force,  and  what. 

91,  fcf  feq. 

mmzm*  Comes  before  Malaga.  101 

- -Attacks  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Ships  there  with  great 

fury,  and  over-powers  them.  ib. 

•Flies 


INDEX. 

-Flies  from  Barcelona ,  and  why, 
-Retreats  into  the  Harbour  of  Toulon, 


'.*30 

ib,  in  the 
"Notes, 

Trade,  more  profperous  in  1705,  than  in  former  Years,  and 

„-wl?'V\  ,  422  ^423,  in  the  Notes. 

Try  a,,  the,  a  Sloop  taken  by  the  French,  and  how  manfully 
recovered. 


V. 


ill 


VIC  TV  AL  L  E  R  S,  of  the  Fleet,  who,  and  by  whom 
complained  of. 

• - Are  taken  into  Cuftody,  and  the  Confequence  of  it. 

ib. 

Vigo ,  an  Account  of  the  French  Ships  taken,  burnt,  and  run 
alhore  there.  324 

Vincent ,  Captain,  is  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  at  Pori-Royal \ 
and  for  what. 

• — —  Defends  himfelf,  but  is  fufpended.  343 

XJnion  between  England  and  Scotland ,  ftrenuoufty  recommended 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  King  William ,  and  why. 

276 


'fill 


w. 


w 


ADE ,  Captain,  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  at  Port-Royal 


34 1 

The  Charge  againft  him  being  clearly  'proved,  he  is 
fentenced  to  be  ftiot  accordingly.  ib. 

Wheler ,  Sir  Francis,  fent  into  the  Mediterranean ,  and  with 


what  Views. 

■  ■■■—■Proves  very  fuccefsful  at  firft,  and  wherein. 
— —Meets  foon  after  with  a  violent  Storm. 
■■The  fatal  Effrds  of  it. 


111 

1 12 

_  .  1  !3 

ib.  in  the 
Notes, 
1 14 

- 101692,  is  fent  to  the  Weft- Indies  with  a  confide- 

rable  Force.  181 

- His  Chara&er.  *b\ 

■Refolves 


-Is  loft,  himfelf  and  all  his  Crew, 


1 


INDEX. 

.  Refolves  to  attack  Martinico  ;  but  docs  not  put  in  Exe¬ 
cution  his  Defign.  ,g2 

- Re-embarks,  fails  for  New -England,  and  propofea 

to  attack  Quebec  again  ;  but  without;  Succefs.  j  g^ 

- -Propofes  to  attack  Placentia  j  but  the  Defign  rendred 

ineradicable.  183,  y f 

- Deftroys,  however,  the  Fifliery  at  St.  Peters.  i  qV 

nIL  r  7  _ 7 _ i  i  r  * 


—  Sails  for  England,  and,  though  unfortunate  in  his  Expe¬ 
dition,  was  never  cenfured,  but  highly  promoted.  /A 

Whetjlone,  Admiral,  his  great  Tendernefs  and  Humanity  'to 
tiie  Inhabitants  of  Port  Royal,  in  1703,  when  the  whole 
Place  was  confumed  by  Fire. 

—  - Sails  foon  after  on  a  Cruize,  in  Hopes  of  meeting 

fome  French  Merchant  Ships  ;  but  fpends  five  Weeks  to  no 
Purpofe.  ^ . 

- 7  Meets  afterwards  with  fome  Privateers,  and  attacks  them 

with  good  Succefs.  £ 

“——Sails  from  Jamaica  for  Carthagena,  and  with  what 
View.  7 

— — — Is  inclined  to  burn  the  Galleons  there ;  but  the  Proteft 
thought  impracticable.  ib 

*  Returns  to  Jamaica,  and  foon  after  to  England .  * 

Whitefand-Bay,  a  Number  of  French  Merchant-Men  funk  thte 
and  what  in  particular.  » 

WiSZ  fafe.  KiDg’  f“S  M  f°r  and  arrives 

- — - Returns  to  England.  2  3 

- -—Thinks  of  nothing  but  the  abfolute  Reduttion  of  Inlaid 

and  carrying  on  a  Warm  Flanders. 

- - Gives  °rders  in  Relation  to  a  Defcent  on  France.  60 

~2hZ thC  Seffi°nS  °fParIiiment’  and  the  EnquIrietaSng 

in  the  C“d  the  Fleet 

- Appoints  proper  Perfons,  and  who,  to  be  joint  Admiral 

- - Bilhop  Burnet's  Refledlion  thereupon 

- Soon  after  declares  feveral  other  Promotions.  £ 

' - Goes  down  to  Portfmouth,  and  for  what  Purpofe.  J 

1  n°fCrS  Honour  of  Knighthood  there  on  Vice-Admi " 
ral  Rooie,  and  foon  after  returns  to  London.  $ 

-His 


I 


yf 

)' 


INDEX. 

*— — His  Speech  to  the  Parliament  in  Nov.  1693,  and  the 
Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thereupon. 

f  .  107,  & feq * 

— Makes  great  Change  in  the  MiniHry,  which  gives  great 
Satisfa&ion,  and  why.  m 

«— Direds  a  new  Commiilion  of  Admiralty  for  the  Year 
1694,  and  who  therein  included. 

•—His  Refoluti  ons  thereupon.  ij^ 

—His  Speech  in  Parliament,  in  November  1694,  and  the 
Refolutions  thereupon. 

— ■ — Hi  Solves  the  Parliament  in  1695,.  and  calls  a  New  One 
foon  after. 

William  and  Mary ,  proclaimed  King  and  Queen  of  England  in 
the  Weft-Indies ,  and  by  whom.  172 

- - His  Title  acknowledged  by  the  Trench  King,  and  the 

other  Confequences  of  the  Peace  concluded  on  at  RyfivicJL 

228 

—  Solemnly  recommends  an  Union  between  England  and 
Scotland,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  276 

• - Dies  foon  after,  and  when.  277 

His  Lhara£ter. 


Williams ,  Mr.  Mailer  only  of  a  Filhing  Smack,  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  Courage  and  Refolution.  1^5 

— h  rewarded  accordingly,  and  by  whom.  ih% 

Wilmot,  Robert,  Captain,  fent  to  the  Weft- Indies,  and  for  what. 

189 

—  .  ■  His  Character.  igo 

—  Attempts  to  ruin  the  French  Settlement  at  Cape  St. 

Francis.  192 

• - Finds  it  abandoned,  and  carries  off  all  that  is  of  any 

Value.  19  3 

■  ■  Makes  an  Attempt  afterwards  on  Port  de  Paix . 

- - —  LayS  regular  Siege  to  it.  ih, 

- ■  ■  -  Goes  to  Jamaica ,  and  makes  Money  of  the  Plunder. 

199 


• - Leaves  Jamaica,  and  lofes  a  Fourth  Rate  Man  of  War 

on  the  Shoals  of  Florida .  ib. 

■ -  Is  fufpe&ed  on  that  Account,  and  dies  of  an  Epidemic 

Diftemper,  that  ran  through  all  the  Ships.  200 

Wren,  Captain,  Ralph,  fails  to  Barbadoes ,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Leeward-  1/Iands,  and  with  what  View.  179 

Wright,  Commodore,  fails  to  the  Leevsard-ljlands,  and  for 
what.  1 74. 

■—  Differs 


INDEX. 

i  Differs  with  General  Cadrington ,  and  the  ill  Effe&s  Qf 
that  DilTention.  f£, 

•  Returns,  on  his  Conduct  being  difliked,  to  Barbados. 

17 £ 

—  And  loon  after,  without  any  Reputation,  to  England, 

ibn 


Y. 
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PROPOSALS 

For  Printing  by  Weekly  Subscription, 

At  Six-Pence  each  Number, 

A  NEW  GENERAL 

H  I  SLOR  Y 

E  N  G  LA  N  D, 

FROM  THE 

Invafion  of  the  Romans  under  Julius  Cafar^ 

T  O  T  H  E 

Late  Revolution  in  166  8, 

including 

That  of  the  Neighbouring  People  and  States,  fo 
far  as  it  is  connected  with  that  of  £  NG  LAND. 

By  WILL  I  Adf  GUTHRIE,  Efq; 

And  from  the  Revolution,  to  the  End  of  Kin°- 
GEORGE  I.  by  another  Hand.  ° 

The  firft  Number  will  be  publijhed  foon  after  the  next 

meeting  of  Parliament. 


r  |  'O  make  this  Work  more  complete,  there  will  be  added 
t  to  it  a  Diflertation  upon  the  Dark  and  Fabulous  Ages  of 
the  Hiftcry  of  Britain , 

And  particular  Care  will  be  taken  to  interwave  it  with  an 
Account  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs ,  Improvement ,  or  Decay  of  the 
Erade ,  Manufactures,  Learning ,  Arts ,  and  Sciences  of  the 
Englijb  Nation,  upon  a  more  extenfive  and  ufeful  Plan  than 
has  hitherto  been  attempted. 

The  whole  colle&ed  from  the  beft  Authorities,  in  all  Lan¬ 
guages,  as  well  Manufcript  as  Printed,  and  fuch  as  no  Englijb 
Hiliorian  hitherto  has  had  Opportunity  of  confulting. 

CONDITIONS. 

This  Work  will  be  comprized  (as  near  as  can  be  computed) 
in  500  Sheets,  to  be  printed  upon  a  good  Paper  and  Letter, 
each  Number  containing  three  full  Sheets,  and  covered  with 
blue  Paper. 

Printed  for  T.  Waller,  at  the  Crown  and  Mitre  oppofite 
Fetter-Lane  in  Fleet-Street  ;  where  Subfcriptions  are  taken 
in,  and  by  all  Bookfellers  in  Town  and  Country ;  where 
Propofals  are  to  be  had. 


BOO  KS  Printed  for  J.  and  IX  Pemberton, 

in  Fleet-Street. 


s*  ^TT^HE  Ufe  and  Intent  of  Prophecy  in  the  feveral  Ages 
J.  of  the  World  :  In  fix  Difcourfes,  deliver’d  at  the 
Temple  Church  in  April  and  May  1724.  Publifh’d  at  the  De- 
fire  of  the  Mailers  of  the  Bench  of  the  honourable  Societies, 
To  which  are  added,  four  Diflertations ;  1 .  The  Authority 

of  the  fecond  Epidle  of  St.  Peter.  2.  The  Senfe  of  the  An¬ 
cients  before  Chrift,  upon  the  Circumdances  and  Confequences 
of  the  Fall.  3.  The  Bleffing  of  Judah,  Gen.  xlix.  4.  ChrifTs 
Entry  into  Jerufalem.  By  Thomas  Sherlock,  D.  D.  Dean  of 
Chichejier ,  and  Mailer  of  the  Temple  (now  Lord  Bilhop  of 
Salijbury).  T  he  Third  Edition,  corrected  and  inlarged.  Price 
4  /.  6  d. 

2.  A  Collection  of  Trails,  Moral  and  Theological;  Placed 
in  the  Order  wherein  they  were  hrll  publilhed,  viz.  1.  A 
Letter  to  a  Deiil.  2.  The  Foundation  of  Moral  Goodnels 
Part  I.  3.  The  Foundation  of  Moral  Goodnefs,  Part  If.  4* 
Divine  Re&itude.  5.  A  fecond  Letter  to  a  Deid.  6.  The  Law 
of  Truth.  With  l'ome  additional  Notes;  and  a  Supplement 
concerning  Re&itude.  Price  $s. 

3.  Five  Sermons  on  the  following  Subjeds,  viz.  The  ex¬ 
treme  Folly  and  Wretchednefs  of  an  atheiilic  Inclination.  God’s 
Government  of  the  World  a  fure  and  moll  joyful  Truth,  The 
Dignities  and  Diftindlions  of  human  Nature.  Natural  and  mor¬ 
tal  Proofs  of  a  future  State.  Preached  in  the  Country,  and 
publilhed  at  the  Requell  of  a  Friend.  The  Second  Edition. 
To  which  is  now  added.  An  Alike  Sermon  ;  formerly  preach¬ 
ed  and  printed  at  Nevjcafile  upon  Tyne.  Price  is.  6d. 

N.  B.  The  Ajjize  Sermon  may  be  had  feperate.  The  tvuo  lafl 
by  John  Balguy,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  North-Allerton  in  the 
County  o/Y ork,  and  Prebendary  of  Swum. 

4.  The  Compleat  Houfewife :  or  Accomplilh’d  Gentle¬ 
woman’s  Companion  :  Being  a  Collection  of  upwards  of  fix 
hundred  of  the  mod;  approved  Receipts  in  Cookery,  Padry 
Con  fedionary,  Preferving,  Pickles,  Cakes,  Creams,’  Jellies' 
Made  Wines,  Cordials.  With  Copper  Plates  curioully  engra¬ 
ven  for  the  regular  Difpolition  or  Placing  the  various  Diihcs 
and  Courfes.  And  alio,  Bill  of  Eare  for  every  Month  in  the 
Year.  To  which  is  added,  A  Colledion  of  above  three  hundred 
Family  Receipts  of  Medicines,  viz.  Drinks,  Syrups,  Salves 
Ointments,  and  various  other  Things  of  fovereign  and  approved 
Efficacy  in  mod  Dillenipers,  Pains,  Aches,  Wounds,  Sores 

never  before  made  publick.  Pit  either  for  private  Fami¬ 
lies 


BOOKS  Printed  for ,  &c. 

lies,  or  fuch  publick-fpirited  Gentlewomen  as  would  be  bene- 
hcent  to  their  poor  Neighbours.  By  E.  Smith .  The  Tenth 

Edition,  with  very  large  Additions,  not  in  any  of  the  former 
Impreiiions. 

5-  (he  Trial  of  the  Witness  of  the  Refurreftion  of  Jefus. 
The  Eleventh  Edition.  Price  i  j.  6  d.  ' 

N.  B.  hot  only  Mr.  Woolfton’j  Objections,  in  bis  Jixth  Dif- 
courfe  on  our  Saviour's  Miracles ,  but  tbofe  al/o  which  he 

and  others  have  publifh'd  in  other  Books ,  are  here  con - 
(iaered. 

6.  Thoughts  on  Religion,  and  other  curious  Subjefts. 
.  rKt^n  originally  in  French,  by  Monfieur  Pafchal.  Tranflated 
into  Englijh  by  Be /it  Rennet,  D.  D.  late  Principal  of  Corpus 

drift i  College,  Oxon.  Price  4/.  6  d. - Had  that  incom- 

parable  ferion,  Monfieur  Pafchal,  been  a  little  more  indulgent 
to  himfelf,  the  World  might  probably  enjoyed  him  much 
longer  :  Whereas,  chough  too  great  an  Application  to  his  Stu- 
toes  in  his  Youth,  he  contracted  that  ill  Habit  of  Body,  which, 
after  a  tedious  Sicknefs,  carried  him  off  in  the  fortieth  Year  of 
his  Age  :  And  the  whole  Hiltory  we  have  of  his  Life  till  that 
Time,  is  but  one  continued  Account  of  the  Behaviour  of  a  noble 
Soul  flruggling  under  innumerable  Pains  and  Diltempers.  Vide 
Spectator,  Vol.  II.  N°.  116.  Price  9  j. 

7.  An  EBay  on  Generofity  and  Greatnefs  of  Spirit.  The 
Builders  of  Colleges,  Hofpitals  and  Schools  prais’d  and  com¬ 
mended.  The  invaluable  Blefling  of  a  found,  ufeful  and  pious 
Education  ;  efpecially  with  regard  to  School  Learning.  With 
a  particular  View  to  Archbifhop  Whitgift\  Foundation  in 
Croydon,  Surrey,  By  Henry  Mills,  A.  M.  Mailer  of  the  faid 
Foundation,  and  ReClor  of  Mefiham ,  in  Surrey .  Price  3  /. 
6  d. 

8.  The  Chriflian’s  Defence  againll  the  Fears  of  Death  ; 
with  feafonabie  Directions  how  to  prepare  ourfelves  to  die  well. 
Written  originally  in  French,  by  the  late  Reverend  Divine,  of 
the  Proteflant  Church  at  Paris,  Charles  Drelincourt,  Tranf¬ 
lated  into  Fnglifh ,  by  Marius  D'  AJJigny,  B.  D.  To  which  is 
perfix’d,  a  true  Relation  of  the  Apparition  of  one  Mrs.  Veal, 
the  next  Day  after  her  Death,  to  one  Mrs.  Bargrave,  at  Can- 
terbury,  the  eighth  of  September,  1 705.  Which  recommends 
the  Perufal  of  Drelincourt1 s  Book  of  Confolations  againll  the 
Fears  of  Death.  The  fifteenth  Edition,  corrected;  with  an 
Account  of  the  Author,  and  his  lalt  Minutes.  4;.  6d,  . 
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